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N  O  T  E  . 


Among  the  treasures  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  the 
Diary  of  its  early  and  brilliant  Librarian,  Christopher  C.  Baldwin, 
has  long  been  considered  as  a  most  valuable  nugget.  Whetlier 
as  a  picture  of  life  in  the  cultivated  society  of  a  shire  town  in 
Massachusetts  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago,  or  the  jottings  of 
an  earnest  genealogist  and  antiquarian,  interspersed  with  shrewd 
and  often  naive  comments  upon  men  and  customs,  it  is  certainly 
unique  and  an  exemplar. 

It  is  curious  to  note  how  the  work  developed  as  it  progressed. 
At  first,  a  few  almost  common-place  memoranda  in  Tlie  New 
England  Farmer’s  Almanack,  it  gradually  expands,  and  later  is 
evidently  ivritten  out  in  full  and  at  leisure  some  time  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  events.  Note  the  memoranda  made  during  his 
last  and  fatal  journey  to  the  West,  which  would  have  furnished 
many  pages  of  interesting  comments  and  information  if  the  life 
of  the  writer  had  been  spai'ed. 

The  Council  of  the  Society,  on  Cctober  20,  1899,  authorized 
the  Committee  of  Publication  to  print  the  Diary.  The  work  of 
editing  has  been  done  by  one  of  their  number,  Nathaniel  Paine, 
A.M.,  who  also  prepared  the  introduction  and  notes. 

The  Committee  express  their  thanks  to  Benjamin  Thomas 
Hill,  Esq.,  who  copied  the  Diary  for  the  printer;  to  Miss  Mary 
Robinson,  assistant  to  the  Librarian,  who  compared  the  proof 
with  the  original  and  also  prepared  the  index  ;  and  to  Miss  Maiy 
G.  Whitcomb,  of  the  library  staff,  for  assistance  rendered. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Baldwin  is  from  the  original  painting  by 
Chester  Harding,  in  the  possession  of  our  Society.  The  picture 
of  his  Ifirthplace  is  from  a  i)hotograph  procured  by  Mr.  Paine. 
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ERRATA. 


Page  82.  Under  date  of  November  24,  for  Dr.  Kbeiiezer  Paine  read  Dr.  Leonard 
Paine. 

Page  193.  Mr.  Baldvidn  speaks  of  a  Mr.  Harris  as  having  written  a  tract  entitled, 

“  Simplicity’s  Defence.”  This  was  undoubtedly  “  Simplicites  Defence  against 
Seven-headed  Policy,  Or  Innocency  Vindicated,”  etc.,  London,  1646,  the  author 
of  which  was  Samuel  Gorton,  not  Harris  as  stated.  Another  edition  appeared 
in  1647  and  it  was  reprinted  in  Providence  by  the  Rhode  Island  Historical 
Society  in  1835  and  in  Force’s  “Tracts”  Vol.  iv..  No.  6,  in  1846. 

I’age  209.  It  is  stated  that  Samuel  Davis  was  the  editor  of  “  Morton’s  New  England 
Memorial.”  This  is  incorrect,  it  having  been  edited  l)y  Judge  John  Davis,  with  ’ 
notes,  in  1826.  The  full  title  of  this  very  rare  book  is  “  New-Englands  Memo¬ 
rial!:  or  a  brief  Relation  of  the  most  Memorable  and  Remarkable  Passages 
of  the  Providence  of  God,  manifested  to  the  Planters  of  New-England  in 
America;  With  special  Reference  to  the  first  Colony  thereof.  Called  New- 
Plinnjuth.  As  also  a  Nomination  of  divers  of  the  most  Eminent  Instruments 
deceased,  both  of  Church  and  Common-wealth,  improved  in  the  first  beginning 
•and  after-progress  of  sundry  of  the  respective  Jurisdictions  in  those  Parts ;  in 
reference  unto  sundry  Exemplary  Passages  of  their  Lives,  and  the  time  of  their 
death.”  Cambridge;  1669. 

Page  248.  Under  date  of  December  17,  1833,  for  Rev.  Samuel  Paine  of  Weymouth 
read  Rev.  Thomas  Paine. 

Page  281.  First  line  at  top  of  page,  for  Cajd.  Jolui  Barker  read  'William  Barker, 
who  was  landlord  of  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  at  'Worcester  from  1793  to 
about  1803. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  author  of  the  following  tliary,  Christopher 
Columbus  Baldwin,  was  born  at  Templeton,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  in  that  part  of  the  town  now  called 
Baldwinville,  August  1,  1800. 

Under  date  of  August  1,  1832,  in  the  diary,  he 
thus  refers  to  his  birth  : 

“  I  was  born  thirty-two  years  ago  this  day,  if 
there  is  any  reliance  to  be  put  in  the  family  record. 
The  record  in  the  Bible  reads  in  this  way  ‘  Chilsto- 
pher  Columbus,  born  August  first,  1800,  sign  of 
the  thighs.’  My  father  entertains  a  curious  notion 
that  the  temper  is  intluenced  in  some  way  by  the 
particular  time  of  birth,  so  the  place  of  the  sign 
in  the  Almanack  is  })ut  in  the  record  against  each 
of  the  family.” 

His  father,  Capt.  Eden  Baldwin,  was  a  sou  of 
Jonathaii  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Spencer,  Mass.,  and 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Templeton.  His  mother 
was  Abigail  Force,  born  June  16,  1768,  a  daughter 
of  Lieut.  Joiiathau  Force  of  Wrentham,  Mass. 
Jonathan  Baldwin  became  a  large  land-owner  in 
that  part  of  Templeton  now  called  Baldwinville, 
and  was  the  owner  of  a  saw  and  grist-mill.  His 
son  Eden  succeeded  him  in  the  business,  and  also 
had  a  lumber  and  brick  yard.  The  name  was 
o-iveii  to  the  village  on  account  of  the  business 
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enterprise  and  public  spii-it  manifested  by  both 
father  and  sond 


Chi-istoj)her  studied  at  Leicester  Academy  for 
three  years,  and  entered  Harvard  College  with  the 
class  of  1823.  He  left  college  in  May,  1823,  hav¬ 
ing  been  dismissed  with  thirty-four  othei’S  of  the 
senior  class,  owing  to  certain  disturbances,  bi-onght 
about  by  the  obnoxious  action  of  a  member  of  the 
class.  The  college  records  indicate  that  Mi-. 
Baldwin  was  a  good  student  and  that  he  luid 
good  standing  as  to  conduct. 

He  studied  law  in  Worcester,  with  Gov.  John 
Davis  and  Hon.  Charles  Allen,  then  leading  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  bar.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Worcester 
County  Bar  in  October,  1826,  and  began  practice  in 
Worcester.  He  afterwards  practised  in  Barre  for 
a  short  time  and  later  in  8utton,  bnt  finally  refni-ned 
to  Worcester.^ 

Although  well  cpialified  to  have  gained  a  good 
standing  at  the  bar,  law  was  not  to  his  taste,  he 
being  specially  interested  in  genealogical  and  his¬ 
torical  study  in  preference  to  the  complications  and 
details  of  his  profession.  In  the  words  of  a  con¬ 
temporary,  ‘‘he  loved  better  to  explore  the  field  of 
history  than  of  law,  and  to  draw  from  the  memoi-y 
of  the^  aged,  material  which  might  serve  for  future 
amplification  and  correction.”  His  tastes  in  this 
direction  soon  brought  him  into  close  fellowship 
with  William  Lincoln,  brother  of  Gov.  Levi  Lin- 


Worceste7Bknr  west  side  of  Main  Sti^t^opTo^te  t^e 


BIRTHPLACE  OP"  CHRISTOPIIBR  C.  BALDWIN,  AT  TEMPLETON  (NOAV  BALDWINVILLE) ,  MASS., 


Introduction. 


vii 

coin,  and  the  local  historian  of  Worcester.  In 
1825-26  they  jointly  edited  and  published  “  The 
Worcester  Magazine  and  Historical  Journal,”  which 
although  not  financially  siiccessfnl,  was  of  ranch 
literary  merit  and  became  of  value  to  the  stndent 
of  history,  especially  to  those  interested  in  town 
histories. 

The  great  interest  manifested  by  Mr.  Baldwin  in 
antiquarian  and  genealogical  studies  made  him  a 
suitable  person  for  membership  in  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  to  which  he  was  elected 
October  20,  1827.  His  friends  Charles  Allen  of 
Worcester  and  Emory  Washbnrn  of  Leicestei' 
were  chosen  at  the  same  time,  as  was  also  Jared 
Sparks,  the  eminent  historical  scholar.  At  the  same 
meeting  at  which  he  was  elected  a  member  he 
was  appointed  temporary  libi*arian  and  cabinet 
keeper,  succeeding  his  friend  AVilliam  Lincoln, 
who  had  lately  been  elected  eorresponding  sec¬ 
retary. 

In  1829  Ml-.  Baldwin  became  editor  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  ^Ngis,  a  newspaper  started  at  Worcester  in 
1801  under  the  editorship  of  Hon.  Francis  Blake, 
later  conducted  by  William  Lincoln,  his  immediate 
predecessor  in  the  editorial  chair. ^  He  retained  the 
editorship  till  May,  1830,  when  he  removed  to  Barre, 
Mass.,  where  he  practised  his  profession  till  the  fall 
of  that  year,  and  then  settled  in  Sutton,  Mass., 
g’oing  into  partnership  with  Jonas  Leonard  Sibley 
of  that  town,  who  was  then  United  States  Marshal. 
He  resigned  the  office  of  librarian  of  the  Antiqna- 

'  The  iffUioiinl  jJSgis  was  fliscontinued  in  1«33,  but  publication  was  resumed  in 
1838,  with  William  Lincoln  as  editor. 
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rian  Society  at  the  time  he  took  up  his  i-esideuce 
in  Bai’re,  and  Samuel  M.  Burnside,  of  Worcester, 
succeeded  him. 

U})on  his  return  to  W orcester  in  1832  he  was 
elected  ])ermaneut  librarian  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society,  and  as  appears  by  his  diary  assumed  the 
office  April  1,  1832,  which  he  i-etained  till  his 
death. 

Ml’.  Baldwin  at  once  began  the  work  of  rearrang¬ 
ing  the  books,  pamphlets,  newspapers,  etc.,  in  the 
libi-ary,  and  to  make  special  etforts  to  increase  the 
collections,  sparing  himself  neither  time  nor  trouble 
in  so  doing.  Besides  the  diary,  he  left  two  quarto 
volumes  containing  copies  of  letters  written  by  liiin 
to  institutions  and  individuals,  asking  for  contribu¬ 
tions  of  books,  newspapers,  and  mannsci‘i})ts  for 
the  library.  A  perusal  of  these  letters^  will  show 
very  clearly  the  indebtedness  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society  to  him  for  many  of  its  most  rare  and 
valuable  publications,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  to  him  more  than  to  any  one  else  except  its 
founder,  the  Society  owes  its  large  and  valuable 
collection  of  early  American  newspapers. 

He  writes  to  John  Quincy  Adams  in  April,  1832, 
asking  him  if  ])ossible,  to  secure  for  the  library,  the 
works  of  Hakluyt,  Pnrchas  and  Chni’chill,  and  says: 
“They  are  so  rarely  met  with  that  it  would  be  too 
much  to  ask  any  one  to  s|)are  them  Irom  his  librai’y, 
and  it  would  be  esteemed  a  great  favor  to  be 


'The  letters,  of  which  there  are  over  two  hundred  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
Anti(piarian  Society,  were  written  Itetween  April,  1832,  and  March,  1835,  many  of 
them  beiii};'  of  historical  valne.  There  are  also  two  volumes  of  letters  received  by 
him  between  February  1,  1832,  and  December  10,  1834,  mostly  from  prominent 
students  and  antiquaries. 
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informed  where  in  this  eonntry  they  conld  he 
])nrehased.”  He  also  sa^^s  “  When  yon  shall  dis¬ 
pose  of  yonr  eopy  of  the  New  English  Canaan 
by  Ehos.  Morton  1  wish  yon  would  remember  onr 
lihrai-y.  I  do  not  hnd  that  this  is  borne  on  any 
eatalogne  of  onr  pnblie  institutions,”  etc.,  etc. 

He  did  not  hesitate  to  write  Viscount  Kingsbor- 
ongh,  in  December,  1834,  requesting  a  copy  of  his 
great  work  on  the  “  Anticpiities  of  Mexico.”  He 
says:  “  I  am  not  aware  that  any  institution  in  this 
connti-y  is  so  fortunate  as  to  possess  a  copy.  I 
have  ventured  to  ask  yonr  Lordshij)  to  em-ieh  onr 
lihrai'y  with  a  copy,  fi-om  the  consideration  that  the 
American  Antiqnai-ian  Society  is  a  national  insti¬ 
tution  designed  to  promote  the  study  and  insure 
the  preservation  of  Amei’ican  Antiquities.”^ 

Writing  to  Jai-ed  Sparks  he  asks  that  the  mann- 
seripts  used  by  him  in  writing  the  “  Life  of  Gonv- 
eriienr  Morris”  be  deposited  in  the  library  of  the 
Society,  and  soon  after  he  writes  to  Edward  Ever¬ 
ett  for  helj)  in  completing  the  Soeietj^’s  sets  of  the 
North  Amei'iean  Review,  the  American  Annual 
Register,  etc. 

In  August,  1832,  writing  to  Rev.  Aaron  Ban¬ 
croft,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to  Cincinnati,  he 
requests  him  to  interest  himself  in  the  mounds  in 
the  Ohio  valley,  and  says:  “What  I  partienlarly 
want  and  am  desirous  of  procuring  is  a  collection 
of  skulls.  I  want  the  skulls  of  that  unknown  for¬ 
gotten  peojde  who  built  the  mounds  and  forts,  and 


>  The  letter  to  Viscount  Kinfisborough  does  not  apiiear  to  have  been  responded  to, 
but  several  years  later  a  copy  of  the  "  Antiquities  of  Mexico  ”  was  presented  to  the 
Society  by  Hon.  Isaac  U.ivis  of  Worcester. 
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inhabited  the  country  before  the  present  race  of 
Indians.” 

To  Obadiah  Rich,  the  famous  London  bookseller 
and  hihliog-raplier,  he  writes  August  12,  1834,  in- 
forining  him  tliat  as  soon  as  his  catalogue  of  the 
libi-ary  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  is  out 
of  the  press  he  purposes  to  prepare  a  catalogue  of 
all  the  productions  of  American  authors  from  the 
settlement  of  the  country  to  the  present  time.^ 

He  says  “  The  oldest  hook  in  the  Society’s  library 
is  a  Bible  printed  in  1476,”  and  he  asks  Mr.  Rich 
to  procure  one  printed  in  1470  or  earlier  if  one 
could  be  had  without  great  expense.  He  asks 
“  how  can  the  library  be  enriched  with  the 
public  documents  which  have  been  given  to 
several  of  our  public  iustitntions  by  the  British 
goveiaiment  ?  ” 

He  also  says  “  I  have  requested  my  friend  Mr. 
[George]  Bancroft  of  IS^orthampton  (wdio  has  made 
himself  so  prominent  by  his  first  volume  of  the 
History  of  the  United  States)  to  add  a  note  in 
relation  to  the  institution  with  which  I  am  con¬ 
nected.” 

Mr.  Rich  answered  this  letter  in  IN'ovember  of 
the  same  year  and  tells  Mr.  Baldwin  that  he  has 
ari-anged  to  have  the  publications  of  the  Record 
Commissioners  sent  to  the  Society.  All  the  vol¬ 
umes  uot  out  of  print  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  the 
name  of  the  institution  to  which  it  is  given  is 
pi'inted  on  the  title  of  each  book.  He  alludes  to 
the  proposed  ])ublication  of  the  catalogue  of  the 

'  Die  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Baldwin  prevented  his  carrying  out  his  plans  in  this 
direction. 
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productions  of  American  authors  and  tliinhs  it 
will  be  a  most  desirable  addition  to  the  stock  of 
bibliographical  literature. 

In  a  long  letter  to  George  T.  Davis,  editor  of  the 
Franklin  Mercury  at  Greenfield,  Mass.,  in  reply 
to  one  received  trom  him  asking  if  the  Antiqua¬ 
rian  Society  had  any  sknlls  of  New  England 
Indians,  he  treats  the  subject  at  considerable 
length  and  says  “  any  specimens  sent  will  be 
thankfnlly  received.’’ 

To  Rev.  John  Pierpont  in  March,  1834,  he  writes, 
asking  for  a  copy  of  each  of  his  publications  for 
the  library.  In  the  same  letter,  speaking  of  the 
collections  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum,  he  says  I 
know  of  no  collection  in  New  England  so  large 
and  valuable  as  that.  Thei-e  are  many  things 
in  it  no  doubt  that  are  of  small  value,  but  my 
experience  daily  tells  me  that  we  cannot  deter¬ 
mine  what  is  valnable  and  what  is  not.  There 
is  scarcely  anything  that  issues  trom  the  press 
that  will  not  be  wanted  by  somebody.  There  is 
a  maxim  among  misers  which  says  ‘  take  care  of 
the  pennies  and  the  pounds  will  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves.’  A  faithfnl  librai'ian  shonld  obsei-ve  this 
rnle:  take  care  of  the  pamphlets  and  the  books 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  I  can  assure  yon  I 
am  a  most  pnnctilions  observer  of  my  version  ot 
the  proverb.” 

In  a  letter  dated  June  30, 1834,  to  Temple  Cutler, 
son  of  Manasseh  Cutler,  in  regard  to  the  records 
and  papers  of  the  Ohio  Company,  he  says:  “  I  have 
made  many  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  disposition 
of  the  records  and  papei's  of  the  Ohio  Company.” 
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“  Many  of  the  emigrants  who  settled  at  Mari¬ 
etta  went  from  several  of  the  towns  in  this  eonnty 
and  I  can  obtain  bat  veiy  little  information  from 
any  of  their  families  as  to  the  history  of  the  Ohio 
settlement.”  General  Pntnam  was  “  born  in  Sut¬ 
ton,  and  lived  sevei-al  years  in  Brookfield  and 
rviitland,  and  from  the  esteem  and  ]*egard  entei'- 
tained  towai'ds  him  by  the  pnl)lic  in  these  places, 
many  families  accompanied  him  in  his  removal  to 
Ohio.”  He  thought  Mr.  Cntler  might  have  many 
papers  relating  to  the  snbject  which  he  eonld  send 


to  the  Antiquarian  Society  library,  and  says  “  they 
must  become  intei-esting  to  the  future  historian, 
and  their  preservation  will  identify  the  name  and 
memory  of  your  fathei-  with  the  original  .formation 
of  one  of  tlie  most  i)owerfnl  and  wealthy  States  of 
the  Union.”  “Every  fragment  of  papei-  i-elating 
to  it  should  be  carefully  laid  up  for  fntin*e  refer¬ 
ence,  and  he  asks  Mi-.  Cntler  to  give  information 
about  all  such  “  letters,  maps,  journals,  pamphlets 
and  newspajicrs  concerning  the  settlement  ”  as  he 
may  know  to  be  in  existence. 

Many  more  letters  might  be  quoted  if  it  wei-e 
necessary  to  show  Mr.  Baldwin’s  interest  in  his 
voeation.  Nearly  every  one  of  the  two  hundred  or 
more  lettei-s  contains  a  ])lea  foi-  books,  mannscripts 
or  newsiiapers  for  the  lii.rary  in  his  charge,  and 
many  of  them  contain  historical  and  bibliographical 
matter  of  interest  and  value.  But  one  other  will 
be  quoted,  and  that  because  it  relates  to  a  circiun- 
stanee  mentioned  on  page  dll  of  the  diary,  where 
he  refers  to  John  Howard  Payne. 

In  a  long  letter  to  Payne  dated  August  31,  1834, 
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he  speaks  of  his  (Baldwin’s)  efforts  to  get  sub¬ 
scriptions  to  Payne’s  journal  (“Jam  Jehan  Niina”), 
and  says  “  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  single 
subscription,  it  is  too  high.  I  could  not  make 
them  understand  that  anything  but  a  daily  news- 
]iaper  could  be  possibly  worth  ten  dollars,”  etc.  In 
the  same  letter  be  speaks  of  a  remarkable  case  of 
somnambulism,  the  subject  being  Jane  Rider,  then 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  at 
the  Woi-cestei-  Lunatic  Hospital.  He  gives  a  long 
and  very  intei-esting  account  of  what  be  saw  and 
beai-d  about  this  remarkable  case,  wbicb  bad 
attracted  mncb  attention  from  medical  men.^ 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  a  natural  antiquary  and  gene- 
aloa'ist;  wherever  be  travelled  be  visited  the  burial- 
])laces  and  copied  names  and  epitaphs,  examined 
town  records,  and  interviewed  aged  men.  Many 
examples  ap])ear  in  the  diary 

He  also  took  great  interest  in  natural  history,  and 
spent  many  hours  in  searching  for  specimens, 
retui-ning  after  long  tramps  in  the  woods  and  fields, 
“  with  bis  bat  wreathed  with  butterflies  and  bis 
shoulder  loaded  with  ores.”  In  a  letter,  written  in 
July,  1832,  to  Tbaddens  W.  Harris,  librarian  of 
Harvard  College,  be  encloses  insects  for  bis  cabi¬ 
net,  the  smallest  of  wbicb  “was  found  in  a  new 
locality,  in  the  midst  of  a  large  folio  volume,  having 
by  appearance  passed  directly  tbrongb  the  binding 
into  the  leaves  of  the  book.” 


'  “  An  Account  of  Jane  C.  Rider,  the  Somnambulist,”  by  L.  W.  Belden,  M.U.,  was 
published  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  in  1834. 

■•i  The  Antiquarian  Society  has  in  its  library  a  volume  of  epitajihs,  collected  by 
Mr.  Baldwin,  containing  copies  of  over  a  thousand  inscriptions,  from  monuments 
and  grave-stones  in  various  burial  grounds  in  New  England. 
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ITis  interest  in  iiistorica]  study  caused  him  to 
collect  a  mass  of  matei’ial  with  the  intention  of 
writing  a  histoiy  of  Sutton,  Mass.,  but  his  early  and 
unexpected  death  prevented  him  from  arranging 
it  for  j)ublication.  He  ])repared  for  the  Worcester 
Magazme  and  Historical  Journal  a  paper  entitled 
the  “Topographical  View  of  Templeton”;  also 
various  historical  and  biogi’aphical  papers  signed 
“  B.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  pi-e 
paring  for  publication  the  first  catalogue  of  the 
libi-ary  of  the  Antiquarian  Society.  He  says  of 
this  work  in  a  letter  to  Jared  Sparks  that  it  has 
been  prepared  after  the  plan  of  the  “  new  College 
Catalogue”  and  he  requests  Mr.  Sparks,  if  he  is 
acquainted  with  any  better  way  to  suggest  it.  He 
did  not  live  to  see  this  work  completed  for  publica¬ 
tion  as  it  did  not  come  from  the  press  till  1837. 

In  the  spring  of  1831:  Mr.  Baldwin  prepared  a 
series  of  articles  for  the  Worcester  Palladium 
under  the  title  “  Reformer,”  some  of  which  are 
signed  “  Democritus.” 

In  the  first  article  he  says: — 

“  I  am  induced  to  try  my  hand  at  a  series  of 
papers  for  a  variety  of  reasons.  There  are  several 
subjects  which  I  wish  to  talk  about.  I  must 
confess,  too,  that  I  have  some  vanity  to  see  my 
S[)eculations  in  tyjje.  But  what  is  of  prime  im¬ 
portance  with  me  is  the  coi-recting  of  certain  faults 
wliich,  within  a  few  years,  have  sprung  up  in 
frightful  abundance.  I  shall  attack  these,  Mr. 
Printer,  with  a  courage  that  shall  recommend  both 
me  and  my  cause  to  the  sympathies  of  the  public. 

I  have  prepared  myself  foi-  the  encounter  and  I 
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shall  give  them  no  quartei-.  I  have  borne  with 
them  until  patience  ceases  to  be  a  virtue,  and  I  am 
resolved  now  to  speak  out.  There  are  many  indi¬ 
viduals  in  the  commimity  whose  impudence  in  some 
])articnlars  has  reached  to  such  an  insufferable  pitch 
that  if  they  are  permitted  to  go  on  unchecked  and 
without  rebuke,  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  falling 
into  a  state  of  barbarism. 

“  You  may  have  a  curiosity,  Mr.  Printer,  to  know 
who  I  am,  and  I  will  tell  yon.  I  am  a  retired  sort 
of  gentleman,  having  little  to  do  but  to  look  after 
my  atfairs  and  considt  my  ease.  I  occupy  a  kind 
of  middle  station  between  riches  and  poverty. 
I  have  no  pretentions  to  learning,  and  I  assm-e 
yonr  readers  that  I  shall  not  distress  them  with 
either  Latin  or  French.  I  am  not  free  from  the 
little  ills  and  perplexities  that  occasionally  disturb 
every  one’s  enjoyment.  Alternate  pleasure  and 
pain  are  the  common  lot  of  humanity.  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  miserable  when  I  pay  my  tailor’s  bill,  and 
gloriously  happy  when  my  interest  money  is  brought 
in  pnnctiially.  *  *  *  So  you  may  see  from 

these  few  hints,  that  I  am  something  of  a  philoso¬ 
pher,  and  not  an  unsuitable  hand  to  give  advice  to 
those  who  need  it.” 

Mr.  Baldwin  also  prepared  for  one  of  the 
Worcester  newspapers,  over  the  signature  of 
“  Pilgrim,”  articles  giving  an  account  of  excursions 
to  the  White  Mountains,  the  lakes  and  the  seashore. 

He  was  much  interested  in  education  and  in  the 
public  schools  of  W orcester,  seiwing  on  the  School 
Committee  and  acting  as  their  Secretary. 

Mr.  Baldwin’s  connection  with  the  Anticjuarian 
Society  brought  him  into  affiliation  with  kindred 
societies  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  with 
historical  students  generally.  He  was  an  honorary 
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member  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society,  the  New 
Hampshii-e  Historical  Society,  tlie  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Rhode  Island  Histori¬ 
cal  Society. 

As  a  librarian  he  was  ])i‘eeminently  snccessfnl 
and  had  to  a  great  degree  the  facnity  of  interesting 
othei's  in  his  woi-k  and  in  the  success  of  the  lihi-ai-y 
which  he  had  so  much  at  heait.  He  lost  no  opjmr- 
tnnity  to  increase  the  collections  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society,  and  to  encourage  the  use  of  them  by  all 
who  were  interested  in  antiquarian  or  historical 
studies. 

Owing  to  ill  health,  brought  on  largely  by  his 
incessant  labors  in  building  np  the  hbi‘ai‘y  and 
increasing  the  usefulness  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  telt  the  need  of  rest  and  a  change  from  the 
daily  routine  of  his  vocation,  and  in  July,  1835,  he 
left  Worcester  with  the  intention  of  making  an 
extended  trip  in  the  West.  ^ 

The  journey  was  undertaken  at  the  suggestion 
and  with  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  the  Society, 
with  the  hope  and  expectation  that  he  might  regain 
his  health,  and  at  the  same  time  atford  facilitie.^  for 
examining  the  ancient  mounds  in  Ohio,  and  in 
other  ways  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society  it  was  voted  to  request  Mr.  Baldwin  “to 
visit  the  Western  Country  for  the  purpose  of 
making  examinations  as  contemplated  by  tbe  will 
of  Mr.  Thomas  and  that  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollai  s  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose.” 

He  started  on  this  journey  about  the  middle  of 
August,  1835,  reaching  Pittsburgh,  as  appears  by 
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the  diary,  August  lu.  Five  days  after,  as  he  was 
about  to  enter  the  held  of  his  intended  investiga¬ 
tions,  he  was  suddenly  killed  by  the  overturning 
of  a  stage  on  which  he  was  travelling  from  Wheel¬ 
ing,  Virginia,  to  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

“  Start  by  stage  on  the  Cumberland  road  for 
Zanesville  ” — are  the  last  words  written  on  the 
small  memorandum  book  found  in  his  pocket. 
A  few  hours  later,  as  the  stage  was  entering 
the  village  of  Norwich,  Muskingum  County,  Ohio, 
the  accident  occurred  which  caused  his  instan¬ 
taneous  death.  His  remains  were  kindly  cared 
for  by  strangers  and  buried  in  the  churchyard  at 
Xoinvich. 

Many  years  later,  Samuel  F.  Haven,  his  succes¬ 
sor  as  permanent  librai-ian  of  the  American  Anti¬ 
quarian  Society,  visited  his  grave  and  co]fied  the 
inscription  on  the  stone  erected  to  his  memory, 
which  is  as  follows: — 

In 

Memory  of 

CHRISTOrUEIi  C  BALDWIN  ESQR 
of  Worcester,  Mass 
the  Lil)rarian 
of  the 

American  Antiquarian  Society 
Kilied 

Aug-  20  1835, 

By  the  overturning  of  a  stage 
coach  in  Norvvicli,  Ohio. 

Aged  35  year.s.' 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Autiquarian  So¬ 
ciety,  October  23,  1835,  the  death  of  the  librarian 
was  formally  announced  by  the  Council  in  a  report 

1  The  lapse  of  time  having  caused  the  grave-stone  to  he  displaced,  and  the  grave 
Itself  having  sunken,  the  Council  of  the  Anti(iuarian  Society  have  lately  caused 
them  to  be  put  in  good  condition. 
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l)repared  by  Dr.  John  Park  and  Samuel  M.  Burn¬ 
side. 

The  i-eport  says : — 

“The  Hall,  both  internally  and  externally  remains 
secure  from  injury;— the  Evergi-eens,  selected  by 
the  taste,  and  many  of  them  planted  by  the  hand  of 
the  late  lamented  Librarian  form  an  interestiiu'- 
o]-nament  to  the  neat  and  pleasantly  situated  struck 
tnre  ; — their  perennial  vei'diu'e  is  a  ht  symbol  of 
the  memory  of  that  excellent  officer,  as  cherished 
by  the  many  who  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  most  particularly  by  those,  who 
from  official  association,  intimately  knew  his  merits 
and  his  woith. 

“  The  Council  cannot  close  this  repoi't  without 
further  observing  that  while  the  Institution  appeaivs 
in  every  other  respect  successful  and  prosperous, 
the  privation,  just  alluded  to,  is  felt  by  them  as 
a  deep  calamity,  and,  perhaps  irreparable  loss. 
The  unexqiected  dispensation  of  Providence,  by 
which  Mr.  Baldwin  was  brought  to  a  pi'ematui-e 
and  instantaneous  death,  has  deprived  the  Society 
of  the  services  of  a  Librarian,  whose  singular 
qualifications  for  the  station  he  occupied,  were  the 
theme^  of  frequent  and  general  admiration.  His 
assiduity  in  7nore  than  duty,  was  rapidly  auo-ment- 
ing  the  valuable  collections  of  the  Society — i?nd  his 
polite  and  kindly  intercourse  with  the  numerous 
strangers,  Avhom  the  growing  reputation  of  the 
Institution  induced  to  visit  it,  was  spreading  its 
poimlarity  throughout  the  Union.” 

On  the  same  day  as  the  annual  meeting’,  at  the 
request  of  the  Council  of  the  Society,  William 
Lincoln  delivered  an  eloquent  eulogy  on  the  life 
and  services  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  in  the  meeting-house 
of  the  second  (Unitarian)  parish  at  Worcester. 
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Extended  notices  of  Mr.  Baldwin  appeared  in 
the  Worcester  and  Boston  newspapers.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  a  Worcester  pa[)er,  written  it 
is  supposed  by  his  friend  William  Lincoln,  will 
show  to  some  extent  the  estimation  in  which  he 
was  held  : — 

“  In  the  mei'idian  of  life,  in  the  midst  of  nsefnl- 
ness,  in  the  indulgence  of  an  honorable  ambition, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  an  extensive  and  increasing 
intercourse  with  men  of  congenial  tastes  and  kin¬ 
dred  occupations,  his  course  has  been  thus  snddeidy 
arrested.  With  the  pecnliar  literary  taste  of  Mr. 
Baldwin  other  qualities  were  happily  combined, 
which  rendered  him  a  favoi’ite  in  the  social  circle. 
He  possessed  ready  wit,  a  love  of  hnmour,  and  a 
vivacity  which,  spi’inging  from  a  disposition  cheer¬ 
ful  and  benevolent,  diffused  habitually  its  sym¬ 
pathetic  influence  around  him.  AVith  a  ready 
perception  of  the  absurd  and  the  ludicrous,  which 
he  well  knew  how  to  render  tributary  to  his  pleas¬ 
ure,  he  was  yet  considei’ate  of  the  feelings  and 
honest  prejudices  of  others,  and  never  willingly 
gave  offence  by  rude  expression  of  his  own  opinions 
or  by  ill-timed  sarcasm. 

“  His  memory  will  long  be  cherished,  and  it 
would  have  Imen  to  him  a  pleasing  consideration 
that  he  died  in  peace  with  all  men,  and  that  while 
there  were  none  to  reproach,  there  were  many  to 
honor  him,  and  to  lament  his  untimely  fate.” 

The  diary  here  printed  has  been  copied  from 
the  original  now  in  the  library  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  which  is  contained  in  inter¬ 
leaved  copies  of  the  “  Massachnsctts  Register  and  U. 
S.  Calendar”  for  1S29  and  Thomas  G.  Fessenden’s 
“New  England  Farmer’s  Almanack”  for  the  same 
year;  “Thomas’s  Farmer’s  Almanack”  for  1830 
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and  1831  bound  in  one  volume  interleaved  and  sev¬ 
eral  extra  pages  at  the  end,  a  bound  quarto  volume 
a})parentlj  made  for  the  purpose,  containing  the 
diai-y  from  March  15  to  September  10,  1832,  and  a 
folio  volume  with  the  diaiy  from  September  15, 
1833,  to  July  15,  1835,  after  which  date  the  few 
remaining  entries,  which  are  from  August  15  to 
An  gust  20,  the  day  of  Mr.  Baldwin’s  death,  were 
in  a  small  unbound  memorandum  book.  It  has 
been  copied  as  written  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  with  the 
exception  of  some  changes  in  punctuation,  ei'rors 
in  spelling  which  were  evidently  accidental,  and  the 
discai-ding  of  many  of  the  capital  letters,  vhich  he 
freely  used.  In  many  cases  whei'e  persons  ai-e 
named  in  the  diary  the  surname  only  is  given. 
When  known  by  the  editor,  the  Christian  name  has 
been  inseited  in  bi-ackets. 

The  diary  from  September,  1832,  to  Septembei’, 
1833,  is  missing  and  no  mention  of  it  has  been 
found  in  the  other  maiinscripts  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
now  in  possession  of  the  Antiquarian  Society. 


DIARY  OF  CHRISTOPHER  C.  BALDWIN. 


January,  1829. 

1.  There  has  been  no  snow  yet,  and  l)nt  very  little 
rain  during  the  whole  of  the  last  month.  The  ground  is 
frozen,  tho.  not  deep.  The  roads  are  perfectly  smoothe, 
and  the  weather  during  the  last  30  days  has  been  unusually 
mild  and  pleasant :  much  of  the  time  the  earth  could  be 
})louo-hed  and  all  the  old  people  say  that  they  rarely  have 
seen  such  a  December.  To-day  cloudy  and  appears  like 
snow  ;  cold.  Syoy,  ^-Ecjis  and  Yeoman  addresses  for  the 
new  vear  are  rec*^  and  paid  for.  Snow  falls  about  an  inch 
in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Y^isit  the  Burbank  School, 
to  ascertain  Avhether  the  master  does  his  duty,  he  having 
been  complained  of;  complaint  not  Avithout  foundation. 
Reprove  the  Master  &  give  advice  to  the  scholars.  Visit  the 
NeAV  Worcester  school ;  divide  it,  giving  part  to  the  Master 
and  part  to  Ylistress,  being  over  100  pupils  in  the  District. 
Ride  T.  Kinnicutt’si  ;  rains  in  the  ev’g.  Visit  John 

Davis  and  see  for  1st  time  Miss  Mary  II.  Estabrook  of 
Royalston,  intended  Avife  of  Isaac  Davis,  Esq.  ;  think  well 
of  her. 

•2.  Cold,  cloudy;  afternoon  snoAVs  fast.  Subscribe  for 
American  Jurist,  $5,  Editors,  Richard  Fletcher,  YVillaid 
Phillips,  Sank  SeAvall,  John  B.  Davis  of  Boston  ;  pay  C. 
Harris  $25  for  books  &c 

3.  Very  cold— at  sunrise  10°  beloAv  zero  ;  clear;  get 
$350.  insiired  on  my  books  at  the  Franklin  Ins.  Office.  It 
all  cost  $3.45.  Insurance  begins  at  noon.  Attend  Justice 
Court,  enter  16  actions  before  C[harles]  Allen. 

1  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  afterwards  Judge  of  Prohate  for  Worcester  County. 

3  Clarendon  Harris,  one  of  the  early  booksellers  of  AVorcester. 
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4.  Sunday.  Not  so  cold,  cloudy,  thermometer  at  sun¬ 
rise  5°  below  0.  New  Year  sermon  by  Mr.  [Alonzo]  Hill.^ 
55  died  ;  11  in  our  Parish, — 10  females  and  one  male. 

5.  Cold,  clear,  more  moderate  than  yesterday,  ap¬ 
pearance  of  snow.  Attended  Justice  Court  before  Isaac 
Goodwin,  Esq.  Lowell  Factory  burnt;  loss  $120,000.® 

Eeceive  a  letter  from  Hon.  John  Davis  from  WashinMon. 

& 

6.  Warm,  cloudy,  thaws.  Have  sick-headache  ;  <ro  to 
bed. 

7.  Very  warm  and  pleasant  all  day,  thaws  much  and 
all  the  snow  disappears.  Appears  like  rain.  Get  well  of 
headache. 

8.  During  the  night  it  rained,  and  froze  as  it  fell,  and 
the  ice  gathered  on  the  branches  of  the  trees  more  heavily 
than  it  was  ever  known  to  before.  The  shade  trees  in  the 
street  are  greatly  injured,  many  of  them  crushed  to  the 
earth.  Cloudy  and  cold,  with  wind  which  injures  the  trees. 
Dine  with  Dr.  [Oliver  H.]  Blood. 

9.  Clear  and  very  cold.  The  ice  on  the  trees  gives 
everything  the  appearance  of  enchantment.  Many  families 
ride  out  in  their  sleighs  to  enjoy  the  sight.  The  ice  makes 
good  sleighing. 

10.  Continues  very  cold  and  clear,  does  not  thaw; 
wind ;  and  great  damage  to  the  trees,  Avhich  are  surpass¬ 
ingly  beautiful.  Very  cold. 

11.  Clear,  cold,  does  not  thaiv.  The  trees  and  o-rass 
invite  the  people  to  ride  out  to  enjoy  the  sight,  which  is 
wonderful. 

12.  Clear,  cold,  does  not  thaw.  Go  to  Boston,  Charles 


1  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  D.D.,  colleague  with  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  minister  of  the  Second 
SSm  °  Secretary  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 

^  Mill  No.  2  belonging  to  the  Merrimack  Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Lowell  was 

totally  burned  on  the  morning  of  January  6, 1829.  •.  at  r^oweii,  was 
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Paine  keeps  my  office.  Put  up  at  Earle’s.^  Go  to  the  old 
theatre. 

13.  Rather  cloudy,  Avarmer,  looks  like  rain.  Go  to 
the  Court  House  at  Lechmere  Point  to  look  after  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  name  of  Baldwin,  do  not  find  much.  Go  to  the 
iieAv  theatre.-  Josiah  Quincy  is  proposed  for  President  of 
Harvard  College  by  the  corporation. 

14.  Warm  and  foggy.  Look  and  laugh  at  many  very 
ridiculous  things,  viz.  :  a  ram  Avith  4  horns  ;  an  ox  Aveighing 
4000  lbs.  ;  a  coav  that  runs  under  the  ox  ;  and  an  Ostrich 
eating  ropes,  broken  glass  and  boot  heels  !  Go  to  the  old 
theatre. 

15.  Rains  all  day.  Call  on  Gov.  Lincoln.  Go  to  the 
neAv  theatre.  At  10  P.  M.  start  for  Worcester  in  Mail 
Stage  ;  reach  W.  5  A.  M. 

16.  Clear,  Avarm,  no  suoav  or  ice.  Hear  of  many  fail¬ 
ures.  Great  distress  among  Avoollen  manufacturers. 

17.  Rainy  and  Avarm. 

18.  SnoAA's  and  Avarm.  Sick  of  a  cold.  LeAvis  Bigelow 
assigns  his  property  for  benefit  of  his  creditors.  George 
T.  Rice  &  [Emory]  Washburn  return  from  Washington. 
Have  a  letter  from  Hon.  John  Davis,  from  Hon.  Simeon 
BaldAvdn,  Conn. 

19.  Cold  and  clear.  Study  law  all  day,  and  do  no 
business.  Examine  a  school. 

20.  Clear,  cold.  A  little  snoAv  but  not  good  sleighing. 
Examine  a  school.  Study  laAV.  Do  no  business,  tho.  there 
are  failures  almost  daily. 

21.  Cloudy  and  appearance  of  snow.  Sick  with  a  cold. 
Study  laAv  all  day.  In  the  evening  visited  by  Joshua  Coffin 
of  NeAvbury,  a  queer  genius  and  an  antiquary  ;  lend  him  a 

1  Hezekiah  Earl’s  Coffee  House  was  in  Hanover  Street,  near  Court  Street,  and  was 
the  starting  place  of  the  Accommodation  Stage  for  Worcester. 

2  The  old  theatre  was  the  Boston,  built  in  1798;  and  the  new  one  the  Tremont, 
opened  in  1827. 


8 


American  Antiquarian  Societij.  ’ 


dollar,  which  he  says  will  defray  his  expenses  to  Concord, 
N.  II.,  &  thence  to  Newbury  via  Providence,  R.  I.  !  !  ! 

22.  Twelve  manufactories  of  wool  &  cotton  have 
been  burnt  in  N.  E.  within  the  last  20  days. 

23.  Clear  &  cold.  No  sleighing.  A  little  snow.  Visit 
the  apprentices  school. 

24.  Study  law.  Cold,  clear,  looks  like  snow. 

25.  Vlr.  Noyes  of  Brookfield  preaches.^ 

26.  Pleasant  and  warm,  thaws.  Eliz^.  Blake  retni'iis 
from  Keene  with  G.  T.  Rice. 

27.  Clondy  and  warm.  Study  law. 

28.  Read  life  of  Sir  Josh  :  Reynolds  by  Northcote. 

29.  Have  rhenmatism  in  my  wrist  very  bad.  Stndv 
law  &  write  to  Mr.  Davis  at  dV. 

30.  Study  law.  Examine  school.  It  snowed  on  Tues¬ 
day  night  &  since  has  been  good  sleighing.  Cold  &  clear. 

31.  Cold.  Study  N.  T.  &  law. 

I  have  boarded  at  Worcester  HoteD  since  20  Oct.,  1827. 
From  19  June,  1823,  to  20  Oct.,  1827,  I  boarded  with  Mrs. 
Eliza  A.  Blake,  widoAv  of  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Blake. 


February,  1829. 

1.  Cold,  clear.  Mr.  [Alonzo]  Hill  preaches  &  Dr. 
Bancroft. 3  After  meeting  ride  to  Holden  in  sleigh  with 
(xardiner  Paine  ;  fine  sleighing.  Study  N.  T. 

2.  Write  to  Maj.  Davis.  Study  law.  Afternoon 
begins  to  snow  and  continues  into  night.  Not  very  cold. 
Examine  school.  Study  N.  T. 


1  Eev.  G-eorge  R.  Noyes.  Settled  over  Unitarian  Church.  Brookfield,  in  October 
1827.  Afterwards  professor  of  sacred  literature  in  the  Divinity  School  of  Harvard 
University. 

2  At  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mechanic  Streets.  Afterwards  called  the  United 
States  Hotel. 

3  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft,  minister  of  second  parish  (Unitarian),  father  of  George 

Bancroft  the  historian,  ^ 
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3.  ■  Cold  and  pleasant.  Snow  falls  6  inches.  Study 
law.  Read  JSh.  A.  Review.  Hear  of  death  of  Gen. 
Andrew  Jackson,  which  is  contradicted. 

4.  Read  an  interleaved  almanack  of  Rev.  Thomas 

Prince  for  1736.  StndjHaw.  Finish  iC.  H.  Invite 

Hiss  Eliz'"^  Green  to  ride  out  in  sleig’h.  Chs  :  Paine  carries 
Rebecka  Curtis;  fine  ride;  go  to  Leicester;  thence  to  So. 
Leicester  &  home.  Take  possession  of  land  set  off  on 
Lxecution. 

5.  Cold  night.  Study  law.  Examine  school. 

6.  Pleasant.  Perfect  sleighing.  Ride  to  Wesson’s  in 
AVestboro  with  Eliz"^.  Green,  C.  Harris  et  ux.,  T.  Kinni- 
cntt.  Esq.,  et  ux.  Ste.  Salisbury,  Esq.,  et  Sa  Bigelow 
accompany  us.  A^ery  fine  time  of  it. 

7.  AA^arm,  thaws.  Enter  seventeen  justice  actions. 
Study  law.  Read  N.  T. 

8.  Cloudy,  warm.  Rv.  George  Allen  preaches  for  Mr. 
Hill  for  first  time  ; he  is  orthodox  ;  much  talk  about  it ; 
the  more  rigid  are  worried  about  it.  Study  N.  T.  It  rains 
all  night  and  snow  disappears. 

9.  Examine  school.  Study  law  and  N.  T.  A^isited  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Hill  officially. 

10.  AAArni  for  season.  Study  law  &  N.  T.  in  Greek. 
AATtness  Lucy  Patch’s  will :  snows  in  evening.  Read  Presi¬ 
dent  Adams’  letter  to  H.  G.  Otis  &  others. 

11.  Cloudy  and  warm.  Snows  in  the  evening  but  not 
so  as  to  make  sleighing.  Study  law  in  A.  M.  et  P.  M. 
N.  T.  in  Greek.  Visit  Doctor  Blood’s  in  evening  ;  meet  L. 
&  S.  Bancroft ;  play  vingtim. 

12.  Study  N.  T.  and  law.  Receive  an  invitation  to 
a  party  at  Gen>  [Nathan]  Heard’s  for  Friday  evening; 
accept  it. 

'Rev.  George  Allen,  was  settled  at  Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  in  November,  182.1,  and 
remained  there  till  June,  1840. 
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13.  Cold,  pleasant,  no  sleighing.  Study  law  and  N. 
T.  in  Greek.  Read  Clarkson’s  life  of  William  Penn. 
Receive  a  letter  from  my  friend  Jos.  Willard  of  Lancaster. 

14.  Have  a  new  blue  coat  of  Kimberly  $20.50,  to  be 
paid  for  first  of  June  ;  wear  every  day. 

15.  Cold.  Attend  meeting.  Hear  Mr.  Hill.  Invite 
Is.  Davis  to  dine  with  me.  Read  in  N.  T. 

16.  Last  day  of  service  for  March  Court;  make  no 
writs.  Read  law  and  N.  T.  in  Greek. 

17.  Cold  and  pleasant,  no  sleighing.  Examine  the 
White  school.  Horseback.  Make  a  specification  of  Thomas 
Howe’s  improved  boot  cutter. 

18.  Have  letter  from  Hon.  J[ohn]  Davis.  [Emory] 
Washburn  goes  to  Boston.  Study  N.  T.  in  G.  Have  sick 
headache  and  go  to  bed. 

19.  Examine  school  on  Burnt  Coat  plain,  in  afternoon 
examine  school  in  Read’s  district.  Horseback.  Coldest  daj^ 
of  the  winter.  Buy  load  of  wood,  $3.50. 

20.  Examine  in  forenoon  school  in  Monroe’s  district. 
Horseback.  Very  cold  but  appears  like  snow  storm.  In 
afternoon  examine  school  at  New  Worcester ;  42  pupils 
under  8  years.  At  2  o’clock  begins  to  snow  and  snows  verv 
fast  until  12  at  night,  when  it  is  judged  more  than  a  foot 
had  fallen. 

21.  The  wind  blows  fiercely  and  the  roads  are  impassa¬ 
ble.  Judge  Cummins^  is  stop^*  here  on  his  way  to  Berkshire. 
Rev'^  Mr.  Nathh  Hewit  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  is  here  also. 
Stud}^  law. 

22.  Cold  and  clear  ;  no  mail  from  Boston  or  elsewhere 
reaches  town  ;  all  the  roads  are  impassable.  Hear  Dh  Ban¬ 
croft.  btudy  newT.  Spend  the  evening  with  J.  Cummins. 
Write  to  Benj.  Trumbull,  Es(|.,  of  Colchester,  Conn.,  to 

Uliulge  David  Cummins,  of  Salem,  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common 
rieas. 
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have  him  give  his  father’s  manuscripts  to  the  Library  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  ;  he  is  son  of  the  Historian 
of  Conn. 

23.  Very  cold,  clear.  Study  law  and  Memoirs  of  Cardi¬ 
nal  DeEetz.  Roads  are  opened  ;  few  persons  able  to  pass. 
Judge  Cummins  sets  off  for  Lenox.  Very  cold.  Meet  to 
get  up  a  Ball ;  am  made  one  of  the  Managers,  but  decline. 

24.  Clear,  looks  like  snow ;  at  night  snows,  but  not 
much.  Read  INIemoirs  of  Cardinal  De  Retz  ;  read  Apochry- 
phal  New  Testament,  a  bad  book,  who  reads  it  is  in  great 
danger  of  scepticism.  Mr.  Rice  comes  from  Boston  ;  is  24 
hours  about  it  on  account  of  the  travelling.  Visit  Kinnicutt 
in  the  evening.  Br.  Burnside  requests  the  Subscribers  of 
the  Ball  to  meet.  He  makes  a  speech  against  dancing 
cotilions,  prefers  contra  dances,  procures  a  vote  to  be 
passed  that  the  mgs.  shall  not  call  more  than  half  cotilions  ! 
Br.  Burnside  is  about  47  years  old  !  ^ 

25.  More  mild  and  pleasant,  like  rain,  cloudy  at  sun 
down.  Washburn  comes  from  Boston.  Study  law.  Read 
INIemoirs  of  Cardinal  De  Retz,  a  most  excellent  book.  Look 
over  Abbot’s  History  of  Andover.  Hear  of  Gen.  Jackson’s 
new  cabinet.  Snows  fast  at  12  at  night. 

26.  Rains  very  fast  during  most  of  the  day.  Read 
De  Retz ;  law  a  little ;  and  Ethan  Allen’s  Oracles  of 
Reason,  a  queer  book. 

27.  Clear,  cold,  travelling  much  worse  than  it  has  been 
known  during  the  winter.  Dine  at  Dea.  [Benjamin]  But¬ 
man’s  with  several  gentlemen.  Attend  ball  in  the  evening 
at  Mr.  Thomas’  public  house  sixteen  ladies  and  nineteen 
gentlemen  present.  Nero  Powers  on  the  Fiddle  and  old 
Peter  Rich  on  the  Tamborin  are  the  Musick.  No  musick 
from  abroad,  could  reach  us  on  account  of  the  going.  Have 
a  line  time.  Ladies  in  gay  dresses  and  musick  always 
please  me.  Pay  $3.00. 


'  Samuel  M.  Burnside,  attorney  at  law. 
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28.  Cold,  fair.  Examine  school.  Hear  complaints  about 
Mr.  Worcester  of  the  high  school.  Get  a  new  hat  at  $8.00  : 
Read  Kent’s  address  to  New  York  Hist.  Soc.  &  Cardinal 
De  Retz  and  N.  T. 


March,  1829. 

1.  Pleasant,  windy,  cold.  Mr.  Hill  preaches  A.  M., 
Dr.  Bancroft  P.  M.  Read  N.  T.  in  Greek,  Cardinal 
De  Retz.  In  evening  call  at  Dr.  Bancroft’s  &  Mrs.  Rose’s. 

2.  It  is  now  good  sleighing  ;  warm  and  looks  like  rain. 
March  meeting ;  am  candidate  for  Town  Clerk ;  people 
will  not  vote  for  me  because  I  have  no  wife  !  Jupiter 
Tonans  !  Men  are  judged  by  their  coats  and  not  by  their 
motives.  C.  C.  P.  sits.  Judge  [Solomon]  Strong.  I 
enter  14  actions. 

3.  Attend  court.  The  Old  Docket  is  called  over  this 
day,  according  to  established  usage.  Ten  hundred  and 
fifty  new  entries  ;  a  most  unusual  number.  Receive  a  let¬ 
ter  from  my  father  informing  me  of  the  dangerous  illness 
of  my  mother ;  make  arrangements  to  go  to  Templeton  ; 
Mr.  Washburn  takes  charge  of  my  Docket. 

4.  Leave  Worcester  in  the  Keene  stage  at  5  A.  M.  ; 
good  sleighing ;  road  badly  drifted ;  snow  here  judged  to 
be  eighteen  inches  deep.  Reach  Templeton  at  12.  Leave 
with  Col.  Townsly  $88.20  for  cousin  Avary  Turner,  being 
mono}"  collected  of  Jos.  T.  Turner  of  Worcester.  Reach 
my  father’s  at  1  P.  M.  and  find  my  mother  better,  tho.  not 
out  of  danger ;  her  complaint,  fever.  Pay  to  my  father 
$80  ;  money  collected  of  Elias  Carter.  Pleasant  and  looks 
like  rain. 

5.  Mother  better.  At  noon  rains;  at  4,  snows  and 
blows  a  tempest  all  night. 

0.  It  is  judged  that  one  foot  of  snow  has  fallen.  The 
roads  all  iuipassal)le ;  no  person  passes  during  the  day. 
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Mother  better.  Doctor  [J.  W.  D.]  Osgood  thinks  her  case 
yet  doubtful. 

7.  Clear,  cold;  wind  subsides.  Break  roads.  Go  into 
the  woods  with  Jonathan,  and  on  measuring  find  the  aver¬ 
age  depth  of  the  snow  to  be  near  three  feet.  Mother  much 
the  same.  This  night  dies  Hon.  Joseph  Estabrook  of 
Royalston,  aged  59. 

8.  Cold,  clear.  Mother  much  the  same. 

9.  Very  pleasant  and  Avarm.  Spend  the  day  in  visiting 
the  neighbors  and  talking  about  old  friends  and  mates. 
Find  that  father  has  paid  for  me  since  I  have  been  in 
"Worcester  three  hundred  and  eighty  seven  dollars  and 
fourteen  cents.  This  is  all  he  has  paid  toAvards  my  legal 
education. 

10.  Very  Avarm  and  pleasant.  Mother  better.  Start  for 
"VVoi-cester  with  the  stage.  Pay  Dexter  Gilbert  for  Thos. 
Bond  $51.30,  money  collected  of  Lewis  Bigelow.  Turn 
over  many  times  ;  no  one  hurt ;  14  passengers  ;  reach  W. 
at  5  P.  M. 

11.  "Warm  and  pleasant;  very  bad  travelling;  roads 
almost  impassable. 

12.  Rain  falls  in  torrents  during  most  of  this  day  and 
no  stages  can  get  along  ;  roads  all  impassable.  Study  laAV. 
"Whist  at  C[harles]  Allen’s,  Esq. 

13.  Warm  and  very  bad  travelling.  Examine  two 
schools  at  NeAV  "Worcester.  Am  visited  by  Doc.  Elisha 
Bartlett  of  LoAvell,  my  particular  friend  &  correspond¬ 
ent. 

14.  Very  cold  and  clear  ;  bad  going.  Study  law.  Talk 
with  Judge  Cummins. 

15.  Very  cold,  clear.  Spend  forenoon  with  Judge 
Cummins.  Read  N.  T.  in  Greek.  Do  not  attend  meeting. 
A  little  indisposed.  Go  to  Gov.  Lincoln’s  in  evening. 
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Ifi.  Adjourned  town  meeting.  Snows  with  hail.  Am 
elected  one  of  the  school  committee.  Study  law.  Write 
to  Eichard  H.  Vose,  Esq.,  of  Augusta,  Maine.  Write 
to  father.  Do  no  business.  Am  visited  by  Eev.  Mr. 
Hill ;  object  to  belief  in  miracles ;  his  wonder  at  my 
heresy  very  great ;  hopes  to  reform  me. 

17.  Cloudy,  warm,  snows  but  melts,  a  gloomy  day. 
Call  at  D''  Blood  and  at  C.  Allen’s.  Send  depositions  by 
mail  to  Northampton.  Study  law. 

18.  Very  cold.  Said  to  be  as  bad  a  day  to  be  out  in  as 
any  of  the  winter.  Snow  flies  &  the  roads  are  hardly  pass¬ 
able.  Called  a  remarkable  day  by  old  men.  Snow  is  yet 
deep  &  the  roads  wholly  filled.  Write  to  Judge  Simeon 
Baldwin  of  New  Haven  about  our  ancestors.  Study  law. 
My  friend  W“  Lincoln,  Esq.,  applies  to  me  to  take  charge 
of  the  .AUgis  paper  while  he  is  absent  on  a  journey  to 
Maine. 

19.  Warmer,  pleasant.  Study  law.  Read  many  news¬ 
papers.  ^gis  exchanges  with  more  than  an  hundred,  so 
that  one  has  to  open  one  hundred  different  papers  each 
Aveek. 

20.  I  am  told  by  Doctor  [Benjamin  F.]  Heywood  that 
the  snow  is  Dvo  feet  deep  on  a  level !  !  There  is  great 
depth  of  ice  too  on  the  ground.  Invited  to  spend  the  evg 
at  the  Misses  Denny’s  and  have  pleasant  time  enough. 
They  are  sisters  of  Austin  Denny,  Esquire. 

22.  Attend  Meeting ;  hear  Mr.  Hill  &  D”^.  Bancroft. 
Visit  in  evening  D^  Blood’s,  Mr.  Allen’s,  Db  Bancroft’s. 

23.  Very  cold  indeed;  men  Avith  ears  tied  up. 

24.  Cold,  thaAvs  a  little,  not  much.  Am  chosen  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  toAvn’s  School  Committee  for  the  year.  Make 
up  neAvspaper. 

25.  Attend  the  Court  of  County  Commissioners.  Mdll- 
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ard  Day  fails  ;  Gould  &  Patrick  fail.  Study  Phrenology. 
Receive  a  poet  Letter  ex  Lucretia  Bancroft  to  visit  Hon.  J. 
Davis;  spend  eveg  at  whist  &  feeling  each  other’s  heads, 
find  some  well  developed  Bumps : 

26.  So  cold  that  every  morning  my  water  in  wash 
bole  freezes  quite  hard.  Am  made  assignee  of  Avary 
Maynard  with  Sam  Harrington  ;  write  the  assignment. 

27.  Very  pleasant,  but  cold.  Examine  yesterday,  to¬ 
day  and  tomorrow.  I  make  sharp  speech  to  the  Latin 
school  which  gives  great  offence  to  Mr.  [Leonard] 
W  orcester. 

28.  Warmer,  snow  disappears  rapidly. 

29.  Attend  meeting;  dine  with  Gov.  Lincoln,  and 
read  3d  vol.  of  Black  Book  by  Mrs.  Royal. 

30.  Cloudy,  warm.  Make  an  .zBgis.  Isaac  Davis, 
Esq.,  marries  Miss  Mary  H.  Estabrook  of  Royalston. 


April,  1829. 

1.  Warm  &  pleasant,  snow  disappears  rapidly,  thick 
banks  of  it  yet  remain.  Have  the  Rheumatism  in  my  knee 
very  ))ad,  do  not  go  out.  Cannot  walk.  Study  law  not 
much. 

2.  It  has  rained  most  of  the  night  and  rains  most  of 
the  day.  Knee  yet  lame  and  very  provokingly  so,  does 
not  swell.  Write  some  mortgages  of  personal  property, 
&c. 

3.  Am  very  lame  and  sick,  can  but  just  hobble,  am 
visited  by  Doctor  Blood. 

4.  Warm,  pleasant.  Read  newspapers  and  the  North 
American  B,ev%ew.  Am  better. 

5.  Take  medicine  and  am  more  unwell.  Call  on  Mr. 
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Wilson*  the  Postmaster  out  of  his  regular  hours  and  he 
is  very  mad. 

6.  Pleasant.  Write  Mr.  Wilson  a  note  and  he  returns 
a  repentant  letter.  I  forgive  him.  Vote  for  Governor 
[Levi]  Lincoln  for  Governor,  and  Thos.  L.  Winthrop  for 
Lieut.  Governor — am  better,  have  a  bad  cold. 

7.  Am  more  unwell,  knee  lame  from  Eheumatism, 
feverish,  send  for  Doc.  [John]  Green.  Write  for  my 
paper  and  go  to  bed  sick. 

8.  Rains  most  of  the  day,  do  not  go  out.  Fast  daj^ 
hear  guns,  idle  fellows  firing  at  a  mark;  meeting  forenoon 
and  afternoon.  Invite  Thos.  Kinnicutt,  Esq.,  and  Heniy 
K.  Newcomb  to  dine  with  me.  They  jolay  shoemaker  lue 
all  the  afternoon,  with  Rice  and  Town.  I  never  play 
myself — playing  cards  Fast  day  !  ! 

9.  Rainy.  Read  the  yVeehly  Journal,  a  newspaper 
published  by  the  pupils  of  Miss  Lucretia  Bancroft’s  school  ; 
am  greatly  pleased.  Rains  most  of  the  day. 

10.  Rains  much  during  the  day.  Get  better  of  my 
lameness.  The  first  appearance  of  small  birds.  Study 
law. 

11.  The  canal-boat  "Washington,”  the  first  built  in 
Worcester,  is  carried  through  the  street  on  wheels  from 
near  the  Gaol  to  the  basin  near  the  Distillery,  where  it  is 
to  be  launched  :  there  are  banks  of  snow  j^et  in  the  Main 
Street  and  the  going  very  bad.  Read  the  W.  A.  Revieio. 
See  a  martin,  lark  &  robin  for  first  time. 

12.  Attend  meeting,  hear  Mr.  Hill.  Read  an  essay  on 
the  Eleusinian  Mysteries  by  Ouvaroff  ;  am  much  instructed 
by  it.  Visit  Isaac  Davis  &  his  new  wife  for  the  first  time, 
Gov.  Lincoln’s  &  D*'.  Bancroft’s. 

13.  At  ten  o’clock  the  boat  "  Washington  ”  is  launched. 


1  l)ea.  James  Wilson  (of  First  Baptist  Church)  was  postmaster  from  1801  to  1833, 
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Emory  Waslil)urn,  Esq.,  makes  a  speech  on  the  occasion, 
writes  a  sono;  and  Emory  Perry  sino-,s  it :  haye  a  collation 
aboard ;  ride  to  the  Red  Mill  and  return  ;  attend  Parish 
meeting  &  yote  to  raise  $1568.00.  Washburn’s  speech  & 
song  yery  good.  Study  law  &  read  W.  A.  Review  and 
[write]  a  letter  to  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  Esq.,  of  Albany  about 
our  ancestors.  Chief- Justice  [Isaac]  Parker  is  on  his  way 
to  the  lYestern  Counties. 

14.  Very  pleasant.  Supreme  Court  sits  today,  held  by 
Judge  [Samuel]  Putnam. 

15.  Make  a  specification  of  a  Patent  for  Thomas 
Howe’s  Boot  crimper.  Very  beautiful  weather.  Attend 
court.  According  to  immemorial  -usage,  Mr.  George  T. 
Rice,  Hardware  ^Merchant,  is  summoned  before  a  Court, 
called  the  Augmentorial  Court,  composed  Ayholly  of  old 
Batchelors,  to  ansAver  for  his  desertion  of  the  corps  and 
Avilfully,  contra  pacem.,  uniting  himself,  malice  Avith  a 
Avoman  in  marriage.  The  defendant  is  35  years  of  age 
and  has  led  a  life  of  commendable  purity  as  appears  ;  but 
irrefragable  proof  is  adduced  certifying  the  Hon.  Court 
that  he  has  often  l)een  led  into  temptation  and  has  more 
than  once  demeaned  himself  coquettish  in  his  conduct. 

Present,  Hon.  Silas  Brooks,  Chief  Justice 

“  Joseph  G.  Kendall,  Associate  J. 

Chris  :  C.  Baldwin,  Clerk. 

John  IV.  Lincoln,  Marshall 
AVilliam  S.  Hastings,  Cryer 
Emory  AVashl)urn,  Attorney  General 

Jurors 

William  Lincoln,  foreman 
Gardner  Burbank 
Stephen  Salisbury 
AVilliam  D.  AVheeler 
Samuel  B.  Rice 
Gardiner  Paine. 

Henry  K.  NeAvcomb,  Counsel  for  Defendant 
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The  Deft,  "wages  his  Law”  and  offers  to  justify  his 
conduct !  !  After  inviting  the  Court  and  jury  to  partake 
of  a  sumptuous  entertainment  provided  at  the  Worcester 
Hotel  moves  for  a  continuance  of  the  action  until  the  next 
night,  and  invites  all  present  to  call  at  his  house  at  8 
o’clock  P.  M. 

Primates,  Curia  advisare  vult,  and  the  motion  granted. 
April  16,  the  Deft,  exhibits  to  the  Hon.  Court  his  new 
wife,  and  tho’  not  being  able  to  "behold  such  beauty  and  be 
silent,”  looking  first  at  the  wife  and  then  at  each  other, 
"presto,”  order  a  "non  sequitur”  and  it  was  therefore 
recorded  in  these  words  : 

George  Tilly  Rice  :  The  Court  having  examined  the 
cause  of  your  arrest  order  that  you  be  discharged  from 
duress  and  that  you  go  thereof  so  discharged  without  dav. 

Chris.  C.  Baldwin. 

"  Mopso  Nisa  datur  !  quid  non  speremus  amantes  ?  ” 

16.  Very  beautiful  indeed !  George  T.  Rice  marries 
Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Blake,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late 
Hon.  Francis  Blake  of  this  town.  Attend  the  wedding 
party  in  the  evening.  Seeing  how  happy  it  makes  folk 
appear  to  marry,  I  am  half  inclined  to  go  at  the  business 
myself.  He  is  35  &  she  18  !  !  and  a  good  match  too. 

17.  Write  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Baldwin  of  Pittsburg, 
Penn.,  enquiring  after  his  ancestors.  Attend  Court.  Hon. 
John  Davis  and  Charles  Allen,  Esq.,  dine  with  me  at  the 
Hotel,  and  WE  Lincoln,  Esquire,  Editor  of  the  ^gis. 

18.  Very  pleasant.  Ride  to  the  Coal  mine^  on  horse¬ 
back  with  Joseph  Willard,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster.  Attend 
Court;  hear  two  ingenious  arguments,  one  from  Hon. 
John  Davis  of  this  town,  and  one  from  Hon.  Daniel  Davis, 
Solicitor-General. 

19.  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  Attend 


1  The  coal  mine  was  in  the  easterly  part  of  Worcester,  near  Lake  Quinsigamoncl. 
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meeting.  Dr.  Bancroft  gives  a  sermon  on  the  late  Rev. 
William  Nash  of  West  Boylston.  He  was  born  in  Williams¬ 
burg,  Aug.,  1768,  grad.  Yale  ’91  ;  Prof,  of  Divinity  there  ; 
studied  Avith  Dr.  Lothrop  of  West  Springfield.  Dine  with 
Gov.  Lincoln  ;  sup  Avith  T.  Kinnicutt. 

20.  Rainy.  Attend  court,  tho.  I  have  no  business.  I  am 
only  attorney.  Read  "Elements  of  Materialism ’’ by  Dr. 
Charles  KnoAvlton,  a  native  of  Templeton  ;  think  very  Avell 
of  his  talents,  but  am  sorry  he  has  made  such  a  bad 
book. 

21.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  Assist  friend  Lincoln  in 
making  an  .^Dgis.  Spend  the  eA^ening  at  Mr.  [Calvin] 
Willard’s,  high  Sheriff  for  the  County.  Have  a  sumptuous 
entertainment.  Mr.  Willard  ahvays  affords  such  an  enter¬ 
tainment  once  durinof  each  Court.  I  like  him  for  it. 

22.  Attend  court  during  the  day.  Jonathan  Holman 
comes  from  Templeton,  bearing  me  the  melancholy  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  dangerous  illness  of  my  mother.  I  return 
with  him  immediately  and  arrive  at  Templeton 

23.  at  4  in  the  morning.  Find  her  very  Ioav.  Thanks 
me  for  my  timely  arrival  and  converses  sensibly  upon  her 
condition.  Stay  Avith  her  through  the  day  and  most  of  the 
night. 

24.  On  Friday  morning,  tAventy  minutes  before  seven, 
she  dies  without  a  struggle — consumption. 

25.  The  remains  of  my  mother  are  deposited  in  the 
family  tomb.  Her  maiden  name  Avas  Abigail  Ware  Force, 
born  at  NeAV  Braintree,  16th  of  June  1768. 

26.  Attend  meeting.  Hear  Rev.  Mr.  [Charles] 
W  ellington . 

27.  Remain  with  father  all  day. 

28.  Continue  Avith  father  ;  he  becomes  sick. 

29.  Go  to  Rindge  Avith  him  and  he  feels  better. 
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30.  iieinain  with  him  until  noon,  when  I  return  l)y  the 
stage  to  Worcester.  The  month  has  been  unusually  cold  ; 
old  men  say  there  has  been  nothing  like  it  since  1794. 

May,  1829. 

1.  Pleasant.  Attend  court  which  [is]  yet  sitting. 
Purchase  some  books  for  father.  Call  on  Mr.  [Isaiah] 
Thomas,  the  Antiquary  ;  talk  about  old  things  ;  his  faculties 
are  unimpaired — I  call  on  him  once  a  week. 

2.  Warm.  The  steeple  to  our  Unitarian  church  is 
raised.  Have  a  justices’  court  before  Emory  Washburn,  and 
he  has  gone  to  Springfield  to  examine  Miss  ....  to  see 
whether  he  can  put  up  with  her  faults  for  $25,000,  and 
take  her  for  a  wife.  Get  my  writs  served  over  again.  Ride 
to  Millbury  Avith  Austin  Denny,  Esq.  Asa  Waters’  neAv 
house  is  great  extravagance.  Examine  the  gun  factories. 

3.  Rainy.  Attend  meeting  all  day,  hear  Mr.  Hill. 
Dine  with  Hon.  John  Davis.  Read  Edinburgh  Review ; 
receive  2nd  No.  of  American  Jurist;  read  N.  T.  Call  at 
Mr.  Kinnicutt’s  in  eve ;  see  his  three  sisters,  Avho  have 
just  come  from  Seekonk  to  reside  permanently  in  this 
toAvn. 

4.  Cold.  Attend  court.  Make  out  papers  for  a  Patent 
for  setting  fractured  limbs  for  Doctor  David  S.  C.  H. 
Smith  of  Sutton.  He  is  the  son  of  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Nathan  S.,  professor  at  Yale  College. 

5.  Doctor  [John  S.]  Butler  comes  to  toAvnfrom  North¬ 
ampton  to  establish  himself  as  a  Physician. 

6.  Bonaparte  dies.  Attend  court.  Ride  to  Holden  Avith 
Ichabod  Washburn  to  obtain  evidence  in  his  case  at  Bos¬ 
ton.  Very  pleasant. 

7.  Warm.  Set  off  on  a  journey  with  said  4Vashburn  ; 
go  through  Ward  to  Oxford,  thence  to  Dudley,  Avhere  AAm 
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dine  and  call  on  George  A.  Tufts,  Esq.,  thence  go  to 
Woodstock,  and  stay  over  night  at  Ashford. 

8.  Pass  through  Ashford  to  Mansfield,  and  thence  to 
South  Coventry  to  Mr.  John  Boynton’s,  an  extensive 
Machinist ;  lives  on  the  border  of  Wangombog  pond  ;  dine 
with  him  and  return  through  Mansfield  &  Woodstock  to 
Southbridge,  where  we  remain  all  night. 

9.  See  Linus  Child,  Esq.,  who  visits  the  factories  with 
us.  Pass  throuMi  Charlton  and  Leicester  to  Worcester. 
The  object  of  our  journey  was  to  examine  cotton  and 
woollen  machinery  and  procure  witnesses  in  a  Patent  case. 

10.  Very  rainy  in  the  forenoon.  Go  to  church.  Dr. 
Bancroft  preaches.  Dine  with  Hon.  John  Davis  and 
afterwards  ride  in  my  friend  W™  Lincoln’s  birchbark 
canoe  with  him  and  Mr.  D. — a  very  pleasant  ride. 

11.  Cold  ;  snows  at  Paxton  &  Rutland.  May  Meeting. 
Chose  5  representatives,  and  vote  to  fence  the  common. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq,,  dies  at  5  P.  M.,  aged  82.  He  is 
reputed  the  richest  man  in  the  County  or  that  has  ever 
been  in  it — $500,000  at  least,  &  many  suppose  much 
more. 

12.  Pleasant,  but  cold  ;  very  cold  for  the  season.  Study 
laAv.  Read  Edinburgh  Revietv. 

13.  Dr.  Smith  of  Sutton  visits  me  from  Sutton  ;  con¬ 
verses  on  entomology,  he  having  attended  much  to  the 
subject.  Attend  Parish  meeting. 

14.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Go  into  the  woods  with 
Rejoice  NeAvdon,  Esq.,  for  trees  to  ornament  the  burial- 
ground  by  the  common.  Jos.  T.  Turner,  Caleb  NeAvcomb, 
Thos .  Kinnicutt,  Esq . ,  and  Luther  Burnett  go  with  us .  We 
return  Avith  seventy  trees, ^ 

1  Several  of  these  trees  are  still  standing  [1900]. 

3 


22 


American  Antiquarian  Society. 


15.  Set  out  the  trees  in  the  burial-ground.  Attend  the 
funeral  of  the  remains  of  Mr.  Salisbury,  Bead  the  lives  of 
the  12  apostles, 

16.  Go  with  Ch’s.  Paine  and  get  from  the  woods  40 
trees  for  the  burial-ground  and  set  them  ;  it  rains  very  hard 
in  the  meantime.  Have  a  justice  court  &  enter  fourteen 
actions. 

17.  Fair.  Attend  meeting;  dine  with  Hon.  John 
Davis  ;  read  New  Testament;  spend  evening  with  W“  Lin¬ 
coln,  Esq. 

18.  Very  pleasant  &  looks  like  rain.  Read  law.  Walk 
at  eveng  with  Misses  Bancroft, 

19.  Pleasant  and  warm,  rains  at  sunset.  Read  law, 
Edinburgh  Review.  Mr.  [John]  Weiss, ^  the  Barber, 
lately  from  Boston,  gives  me  two  beautiful  pictures, 

20.  Anthony  Chase  raises  his  sign  as  collector  for  the 
Canal ;  that’s  according  to  custom.  Am  called  on  by  the 
Rev.  W“  B.  Sprague  of  West  Springfield,-  who  informs  me 
that  his  collection  of  pamphlets  contains  nearly  thirty 
thousand! !  Examine  Eat.  school. 

21.  Very  pleasant  and  warm.  Henry  W.  Miller  of  the 
firm  of  Rice  and  Miller  of  this  town  marries  Miss  Nancy 
Merrick,  sister  of  Pliny  Merrick,  Esq.,  of  this  town.  Do 
not  attend  the  wedding  party  in  the  evening. 

22.  Study  law.  Ride  on  horseback, 

23.  Very  warm.  Read  Christian  Examiner  w’ltwQBS 
the  exhibition  of  a  Caravan  of  animals.  There  were  many 
monkeys. 

24.  Attend  meeting,  ’Mr.  B[ancroft]  forenoon  and 
Mr.  H[ill]  afternoon.  Invite  H.  K.  Newcomb  &  brother 
J[oseph]  W[arren]  N[eAvcomb]  to  dine  with  me  at  Hotel. 

^  Father  of  Rev.  John  Weiss. 

2  William  B.  Sprague,  D.D.,  removed  from  West  Springfield  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in 
1829,  He  was  the  author  of  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit. 
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25.  Warmest  day.  Read  Christian  Examiner.  Study 
law.  Write  letters. 

26.  Rains  ;  warm.  Read  American  Jurist. 

27.  Election  day.  Dine  with  William  Lincoln,  Esq., 
who  boards  with  Hon.  John  Davis.  Exceeding  warm. 
After  dinner  fish  in  Mr.  Lincoln’s  pond  ;  ^  catch  many  pouts 
and  breams;  drink  punch;  Mrs.  D.  and  children  ride  in 
the  boat. 

28.  Warm  and  pleasant;  vegetation  never  appeared 
better.  Meeting  of  Encampment  at  Holden ;  do  not 
attend  ;  they  vote  to  move  it  to  this  town.  Great  excite¬ 
ment  about  jMasonry.  Ichabod  Washburn  raises  his  house 
without  using  any  ardent  spirit ;  believed  to  be  the  first 
instance  of  the  kind  in  New  England. 

29.  Rains  most  of  the  day.  Read  newspapers. 

30.  Have  a  Justice’s  Court  before  Emory  Washburn, 
Esq.  Read  the  Federalist,  and  newspapers. 

31.  Attend  meeting.  Invite  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  & 
Henry  K.  Newcomb  to  dine  with  me  ;  have  a  good  time. 

June,  1829. 

1.  Last  day  of  service  for  June  Court.  Emory  Wash¬ 
burn  leaves  the  Hotel  and  commences  boarding  with  Mr. 
[Benj.]  Butman.  Pay  my  quarter  bill,  $40.00. 

2.  Rains,  cold,  afternoon  warm  and  pleasant.  Roll 
nine  pins  at  New  Worcester.  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy  inaugu¬ 
rated  as  President  of  Harvard  College. 

3.  Called  up  at  4  o’clock  by  a  fire  in  Mechanick’s 
street,  [Samuel]  Boyden’s  Blacksmith’s  shop,  put  it  out ; 
damage  $100.  Examine  school.  Have  Kinnicutt’s  horse 
and  chaise.  Hon.  Jonathan  Russell  &  Lady  stay  at  Hotel. ^ 

>  Lincoln’s  pond  was  where  the  southerly  end  of  Crescent  Street  now  is. 

2  Jonathan  Russell,  LL.D.,  was  one  of  the  live  Commissioners  who  negotiated  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  in  1814. 
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4.  Cloudy  but  very  warm.  Spend  the  evening  with  the 
Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates  of  Northampton,  now  member  of 
Congress.  The  steam  frigate,  Fulton,  is  blown  up  in  Long 
Island  sound  by  accidental  firing  of  the  magazine,  and 
thirty-two  lives  are  lost. 

5.  Very  pleasant  and  very  warm.  Everything  looks 
beautiful  and  promising ;  the  season  is  delightful.  Isaiah 
Thomas  LL.D.  calls  at  my  office  ;  above  80  and  yet  healthy 
and  vioforous.^ 

6.  Make  justice  writs  ;  read  Federalist;  take  tea  with 
Hon.  John  Davis;  read  Newspapers.  Town  meeting  to 
reconsider  the  Vote  by  which  the  town  authorized  the 
fencing  of  the  common  ;  some  excitement  about  it.  The 
street  are  mostly  for  it  and  the  out  parts  of  the  town 
against.  William  Eaton,  Isaac  Davis,  Jubal  Harrington, 
Docs.  [John]  Green  and  [B.  F.]  Heywood  oppose  the 
interests  of  the  street  and  all  impute  their  conduct  to  a 
peoj)lish  spirit ;  the  vote  is  reconsidered,  100  for  &  66 
con. 

7.  Cloudy,  but  very  warm.  Mr.  Hill  preaches.  Dine 
with  William  Lincoln  and  sup  with  him,  and  ride  in  his 
boat,  and  he  and  I  and  Hon.  John  Davis  spend  the  after¬ 
noon  (heaven  forgive  the  sin)  in  catching  frogs. 

8.  Federalist ;  study  law  ;  examine  school ;  play 
whist  at  G.  T.  Rice’s. 

9.  Read  Southey’s  "Book  of  the  Church.”  Examine 
School  at  New  Worcester  with  Thos.  Kinnicutt,  Esq.,  and 
spend  evening  with  Dr.  Flagg. 

10.  There  is  a  party  this  evening  at  Pliny  Merrick’s  ; 
I  do  not  attend.  Take  tea  at  Hon.  J.  Davis’.  Read 
"Book  of  the  Church.”  Read  law.  Ride  on  horseback 
with  Charles  Paine. 


1  Isaiah  Thomas  was  the  founder  and  first  president  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society. 
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11.  Cool,  but  fine  weather.  Read  "Book  of  the 
Church.”  Examine  Tatnuck  school  with  Thos.  Kinnicutt. 
Call  at  E[dward  J.]  Vose’s,  Esq. 

12.  Doctor  Jacob  Porter  comes  to  town  and  D’^  Thomas 
pays  his  board  for  2  weeks.  He  is  distinguished  for  his 
devotion  to  the  natural  sciences.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  A.  S.  There  is  a  ride  today  to  West  Boylston  among 
the  old  folks  ;  D''  Bancroft  and  the  like. 

13.  Enter  15  justice  actions.  Ride  horseback  with  W“. 
M.  Towne,  Esq. 

14.  Attend  m.  Mr.  [Joseph]  Allen  of  North])oro 
preaches.  Dine  with  Mr.  Geo.  T.  Rice  and  remain  with 
him  most  of  the  afternoon. 

15.  First  day  of  the  Court  for  June;  holden  by  Hon. 
Judsre  Cummins  ;  enter  seventeen  actions.  Take  tea  with 
Mr.  Kinnicutt.  Ride  on  horseback.  Read  "  Book  of  the 
Church.” 

16.  Attend  court.  650  actions  on  the  new  docket. 
Beautiful  weather. 

17.  Attend  court.  Invite  Thos.  Kinnicutt  and  William 
Lincoln,  Charles  Allen,  Esqs.,  to  dine  with  me  at  the  Hotel ; 
2  bottles. 

18.  Attend  court.  Ride  on  horseback.  Am  sick.  Dr. 
Butler  gives  me  pills. 

19.  Attend  court,  which  rises  at  nine  A.  M.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  immemorial  use  the  members  of  the  Bar  in  Worces¬ 
ter  devote  the  afternoon  to  rolling  nine  pins ;  it  is  usual 
for  court  to  rise  on  Saturday  but  it  fell  this  time  on  I  riday  ; 
have  a  very  pleasant  time,  and  dont  lose  any  money ;  I 
bet  only  one  fourpence  per  game. 

20.  Have  a  justice  court.  Richard  H.  Vose,  now  of 
Augusta  (Me.),  and  formerly  lawyer  in  this  town,  came 
yesterday  and  left  this  day. 
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21.  Attend  meeting  ;  Dr.  Bancroft  forenoon,  Mr.  Hill 
afternoon  ;  a  beautiful  sermon.  Dine  with  Gov.  Lincoln. 
Have  cherrys  for  the  first  time  this  year.  Cool,  but  very 
fine  weather. 

22.  Set  off  for  Templeton.  Leave  Mr.  Wadsworth  in 
my.  office.  Arrive  at  Templeton  at  12  at  noon  l?y  stage. 
The  country  never  looked  better.  Call  on  the  neighbors 
and  have  a  very  pleasant  time. 

23.  Rains.  Go  a  fishing  and  take  two  hundred y)erc^  or 
thereabouts  ;  get  wet  through ;  Henry  Newton,  Edward 
Loud,  and  bx’other  Jonathan  go  with  me. 

24.  Set  off  with  father  for  the  White  Mountains  ;  pass 
through  Winchendon,  Fitzwilliam,  Rindge,  Jaffrey,  Peter- 
boro,  Hancock,  Antrim,  Deering,  Hillsboro  to  Henniker, 
where  we  stay  the  first  night,  fifty  miles. 

25.  Pass  through  Hopkinton  to  Concord  where  I  call  on 
Gov.  [Benjamin]  Pierce.^  See  the  legislature  in  session. 
Boscawen,  Salisbury.  Visit  the  tomb  of  Ebenezer  “Web¬ 
ster,  father  of  Hon.  Daniel  Webster.  Franklin  to  James 
Sawyer’s.  33  miles. 

26.  Here  spend  the  day.  View  the  rapids,  factories, 
&c. 

27.  Pursue  our  journey  through  Sanbornton,  Gihnan- 
ton,  Guilford,  Meredith,  Senter  Harbour,  Monltonboro, 
Sandwich,  Tamworth. 

28.  Rains.  Ossipee,  Eaton,  Conway,  Bartlett. 

29.  Rains.  Adams  through  ungranted  lands,  to  Han¬ 
son’s,  six  miles  from  any  inhabitant. 

30.  Rains.  Spend  the  day  at  Hanson’s,  which  is  only 
four  miles  from  the  summit  of  Mount  AVashington,  the 
highest  of  the  White  Mountains. 


'  Benjamin  I'ierce,  fatlier  of  President  Franklin  Pierce. 
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Jidy,  1829. 

1.  Clear.  Ascend  Mount  Washino-ton  with  Mr.  Han- 

O 

son  as  my  o;uide  ;  start  from  his  house  at  half  past  five 
and  reach  the  summit  at  quarter  before  ten,  passing  over 
the  top  of  Mount  Madison  in  our  course.  At  half  past  ten 
we  are  shut  up  in  a  cloud ;  hails  very  fast  at  first  for  a 
few  minutes,  then  snow,  and  then  rains,  the  wind  blowing 
very  fiercely  ;  are  unable  to  descend  on  account  of  the 
darkness  occasioned  by  the  denseness  of  the  cloud.  At 
eleven  the  storm  ceases  and  the  sky  partially  clear.  Dis¬ 
tance  from  Hanson’s  to  the  pinnacle  was  about  five  miles. 
In  1827,  on  the  3rd  July,  I  ascended  Mt.  Washington  on 
the  wmst  side  from  Crawford’s  and  find  the  east  side  much 
the  easiest ;  pursue  the  Pinkham  road  through  Shelburne 
addition  to  Randolph. 

2.  Randolph,  Killkenny,  Jefferson,  Lancaster,  Dalton. 
On  Connecticut  River.  Rains. 

3.  Dalton,  Littleton  ;  pass  over  to  Flanders,  in  Water¬ 
ford  ;  back  to  Littleton,  Lyman,  Bath,  Haverhill,  Piermont, 
Orford. 

4.  Orford,  Lyme,  Hanover,  Lebanon,  Plainfield, 
Cornish ;  pass  over  the  Con.  into  Windsor ;  back  to 
Cornish  into  Claremont ;  Charlestown.  Afternoon  rainy. 

5.  Charlestown,  Walpole,  Bellows  Falls,  Rockingham, 
Walpole,  Westmoreland,  Surry,  Keene,  Swansy,  Marlboro, 
Troy.  Rainy. 

6.  Pleasant.  Fitzwilliam,  Royalston,  Winchendon, 
Templeton.  Find  family  well.  Our  journey  has  cost  us 
ten  dollars  and  eight  cents  each,  and  have  travelled  near 
four  hundred  &  fifty  miles. 

7.  Pleasant.  Return  to  Worcester  by  stage  and  con¬ 
clude  W^orcester  to  be  the  handsomest,  lai'gest  and  most 
flourishing  town  in  our  journey. 
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8.  Cloudy  ;  read  newspapers.  Sup  with  W“  Lincoln, 
Esq. 

9.  Fair  and  warm ;  read  newspapers.  Henry  M. 
Sikes,  Merchant,  aged  40,  dies  of  a  consumption  ;  he  was 
born  in  this  town. 

10.  Very  warm.  Kinnicutt  &  wife  go  to  the  Sowings, 
Examine  two  schools.  Information  is  received  that 

Levi  Lincoln,  Jr.,  is  living  and  not  dead.  Sup  with  W™. 
Lincoln,  Esq. 

11.  Very  warm  ;  spend  the  day  in  reading  neAvspapers. 

12.  Very  warm.  Dr.  Bancroft  preaches.  Mr.  Hill 
left  town  on  Monday  last  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  White 
Mountains.  Dine  with  William  Lincoln,  Esquire. 

13.  Cool,  dusty.  Take  charge  of  the  ^gis  while  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  absent  at  Boston  with  Mrs.  Davis. 

14.  Write  for  the  paper.  Read  newspapers. 

15.  Very  warm;  accounted  one  of  the  warmest  that 
have  been  this  summer.  Attend  on  Mr.  Charles  Mirick, 
now  sick  at  the  hotel.  A  native  of  North  Yarmouth ;  foi¬ 
ls  months  has  resided  in  Boston;  is  a  merchant;  com¬ 
plaint,  affection  of  the  heart. 

16.  Warm.  Read  newspapers.  Stay  Avith  Mr.  Mirick 
most  of  the  day.  Think  very  highly  of  him. 

17.  Mr.  Hill  and  Washburn  return  from  the  White 
Mountains.  Mr.  Mirick  becomes  more  uiiAvell ;  think  him 
dying  but  he  revives.  I  stay  Avith  him  during  much  of  the 
day  and  all  the  night ;  Doc.  Butler  is  his  physician  and  is 
much  devoted  to  him. 

18.  Cloudy  all  day.  Mr.  Mirick  is  very  Ioav  ;  unable 
to  speak  loud.  I  Avrite  to  Rev.  Asahel  BigeloAv  of  Wal¬ 
pole  for  him,  Avho  Avas  my  classmate. 

19.  Cloudy  and  Avarm  and  a  little  ram.  Attend  Church  ; 
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Rev.  John  Brazer  preaches,  from  Salem.  He  is  a  native 
of  Worcester.  Mr.  Hill  in  the  afternoon.  Dine  at  the 
Hon.  John  Davis’  with  my  friend  William  Lincoln. 

20.  Very  warm.  Stay  with  Mr.  Mirick,  onr  sick 
stranger.  Read  newspapers. 

21.  Very  warm.  Make  up  the  ^gis.  Watch  with 
Mr.  Mirick  during  the  night.  Hear  the  celebrated  Dr. 
[Lyman]  Beecher  preach  in  Mr.  Waldo’s  Meeting  house  ; 
a  very  powerful  preacher — never  heard  one  more  so.^ 

22.  Thought  to  be  the  Avarmest  day  so  far.  Read 
newspapers  and  concluded  contract  with  GrifGn  and 
Morrill,  proprietors  and  publishers  of  the  National  DEgis^ 
to  edit  that  paper  for  Lvo  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
they  furnishing  me  with  all  the  periodicals  as  perquisites 
and  paying  quarterly. 

23.  Cloudy,  but  very  warm.  Study  law.  Stay  Avith 
the  sick  stranger.  Remove  my  office  to  one  formerly 
occupied  by  Austin  Denny,  Esq.,  nearly  opposite  the 
Worcester  Bank  ;  hire  it  of  Judge  [Nathaniel]  Paine  ;  pay 
thirty  dollars  a  year  ;  pay  quarterly. 

24.  Very  pleasant.  Henry  K.  NeAVComb  invites  me  to 
go  to  Hopkinton  Springs — a  very  pleasant  place. 

25.  Pleasant.  Meet  much  company;  roll  nine  pins, 
swing,  hang  the  ring,  talk  to  the  ladies,  Avalk  Avith  them, 
eat,  drink  and  laugh ;  return  at  night.  See  remarkable 
comet  in  eve.,  at  10. 

26.  Warm.  Attend  meeting;  Mr.  Hill  preaches. 
Dine  Avith  my  friend  W“  Lincoln  at  Hon.  John  Davis’. 

27.  Warm.  Read  law  and  neAvspapers. 

28.  Enter  into  contract  Avith  Griffin  and  Morril  to  edit 
the  National  NEgis  for  two  hundred  per  year. 


iThe  Calvinist  (Central)  Church  building’  was  erected  by  Hon.  Daniel  Waldo  and 
for  many  years  was  known  as  “  Mr,  Waldo’s  Meeting  House.” 
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29.  Examine  school  with  Mr,  Hill  at  N[ew]  W[or- 
cester] . 

30.  The  greatest  shower  ever  known  ;  much  damage 
done.  Abel  Flagg’s  barn  burnt  by  lightning. 

31.  Cool.  Read  American  Jurist.  Take  tea  at  Dr. 
Bancroft’s. 

August,  1829. 

1.  My  birth-day.  Read  law,  American  Jurist  & 
newspapers. 

2.  Mr.  [Edward  B.]  Hall'  of  Northampton  preaches. 
Dine  and  sup  with  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  &  Hon.  John 
Davis.  Call  at  the  Gov.  in  the  eve.  &  find  Hon.  Daniel 
Webster  there. 

3.  Ride  with  T.  Kinnicutt,  Esq.,  to  Millbury,  in  com¬ 
pany  of  Gov.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Webster,  Hon.  Mr.  Hunt  of 
Brattleboro,  and  with  them  &  other  gentlemen  at  the 
Governor’s.  I  have  never  seen  any  man  who  said  so  many 
good  things  as  Mr.  Webster. 

4.  Make  up  my  paper.  Spend  most  of  my  time  in 
reading  newspapers. 

5.  The  National  N2gis  is  issued  with  my  inaugural 
speech  as  Editor.  I  am  paid  two  hundred  dollars  a  year 
&  have  the  exchange  papers,  &c. 

6.  The  weather  is  warm  and  beautiful.  I  find  that  the 
number  of  papers  that  the  NEgis  exchanges  with  is  one 
hundred, 

7.  Mr,  Sawyer  visits  me  from  Franklin,  N.  H. 

8.  Read  newspapers. 

9.  Do  not  go  to  meeting;  stay  with  Mr.  Myrick. 

10.  Read  papers  and  watch  with  Mr.  Myrick.  Mr. 
[William  C.]  Rives,  Minister  to  France,  passes  through 
town. 


^  Rev.  Edward  li.  Plall,  afterwards  settled  at  Providence,  K.  I. 
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11.  Make  mj  paper.  Attend  to  office  business,  which 
is  smaller  now  than  it  has  been  for  the  year  past. 

12.  Very  warm.  Dine  with  Mr.  Davis,  and  in  the  eve 
ride  with  Mr.  Lincoln  and  M^ashburn  on  his  pond  till  11 
o’clock  ;  take  coffee  and  return  home. 

13.  IVatch  with  Mr.  Myrick  ;  he  gains  a  little.  The 
season  is  fine. 

14.  Study  law,  reviews,  newspapers. 

15.  Warm  weather. 

16.  Attend  meeting — Doc.  Bancroft  in  forenoon.  Dine 
at  Maj.  [John]  Davis. ^  Mr.  Hill  preaches  a  farewell 
sermon  to  the  old  house  of  worship  and  Dr.  Bancroft 
[makes]  a  most  eloquent  prayer ;  much  sobbing  on  the 
occasion. 

17.  Last  day  of  service  for  our  next  court ;  very  little 
business. 

18.  James  G.  Carter,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster,  sends  Sam‘ 
Batcheller,  Esq.,  (of  Lowell)  to  me  with  a  letter. 

19.  Very  pleasant.  Chester  Harding  comes  into  town 
from  Boston  to  take  the  portraits  of  Mrs.  Salisbury  and 
her  son  Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq.^ 

20.  The  meeting-house  of  the  2nd  Congregational 
Society  in  this  town  was  dedicated  this  day.  Sermon  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft;  consecrating  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Hill ;  and  original  hymn  supposed  to  be  written  by  Emory 
Washburn,  Esq.  House  very  much  crowded.  Dine  at  Mr. 
Thomas’  public  house  ;  walk  with  Mr.  Harding. 

21.  Pews  are  sold  at  auction  in  the  new  meeting-house. 
Mr.  Simeon  Burt  pays  the  highest  price,  viz.  $337,  being  the 
sixth  pew  on  the  south  side  of  the  aisle.  I  purchase  No. 

*  John  Davis  was  commissioned  March  18, 1820,  as  Judge  Advocate,  with  the  rank 
of  Major,  and  was  discharged  from  that  office  January  29,  1829. 

-Harding  also  painted  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  autlior  of  the  Diary,  which 
is  now  in  Antiquarian  Hall. 
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55  and  give  $150,  and  sell  half  of  it  to  Maj.  Gardiner 
Paine. 

22.  Carpet  my  pew,  purchase  a  cushion  at  $8 ;  am 
much  pleased  with  it. 

23.  Mr.  Hill  preaches  fore  &  after  noon  in  the  new 
meeting-house.  I  dine  at  Maj.  Davis’  in  company  with 
Mr.  Harding  ;  walk  with  him  at  evening. 

24.  Make  my  newspaper  and  walk  with  Mr.  Harding  ; 
am  much  pleased  with  him. 

25.  Mr.  Harding  leaves  town  for  Boston.  I  leave  the 
hotel  and  commence  boarding  with  Hon.  John  Davis,  who 
resides  on  the  estate  of  William  Lincoln,  Esquire,  the 
residence  of  the  late  Lieut.  Gov.  Levi  Lincoln.  Col. 
John  W.  Lincoln  and  his  brother  William  are  fellow 
boarders.^ 

26.  Purchase  pair  of  shoes  of  Augustus  Cowdin  ;  11/3 
price. 

27.  Study  law  ;  read  newspapers. 

28.  Study  law. 

29.  Have  a  justice  court  before  Emory  Washburn, 
Esq.  ;  enter  12  actions.  The  day  is  very  pleasant. 

30.  Attend  church  all  day.  Furniture  for  my  pew, 
consisting  of  three  hymn  books,  hair  cushions,  carpet, 
fan,  and  rests,  cost  fourteen  dollars. 

31.  The  August  or  fall  term  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  begins  its  session  this  day. 


Seqt.,  1829. 

1.  Seven  hundred  actions  are  entered  at  this  term  of 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  Judge  Strong  presides.  The 
day  is  very  warm. 


'  This  estate  was  on  the  west  side  of  Lincoln  Street,  where  the  Moen  house  now  is. 
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2.  One  of  the  warmest  days  of  the  season.  Ther¬ 
mometer  at  90  in  the  shade.  In  the  evening  a  most 
tremendous  thunder  shower  comes  up ;  many  barns  are 
struck  and  great  damage  done. 

3.  Attend  court.  Few  criminal  cases.  Grand  Jury 
dismissed  on  Wednesday  morning  at  opening  court. 

4.  Attend  court.  The  weather  very  cold  ;  have  a  fire 
for  the  first  time. 

5.  Court  rises.  Ride  to  Ram’s  horn  pond  in  Sutton  or 
INIillbury,  a  reservoir  of  the  Blackstone  Canal,  in  company 
with  Hon.  J.  Davis,  John  W.  Lincoln  and  William  Lin¬ 
coln.  All  go  in  the  Col.’s  wagon  with  two  horses  and 
his  new  harnesses.  Bring  back  many  grapes,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  my  headache  have  a  pleasant  time. 

6.  Attend  meeting  all  day  ;  Mr.  Hill  and  Doctor  Ban¬ 
croft.  Make  calls  in  the  evening  as  usual.  Every  body  is 
delio-hted  with  the  new  house. 

O 

7.  Read  laAv  and  Clapperton’s  second  expedition  into 
Africa. 

8.  Make  an  .jDgis — and  read  Clapperton  ;  it  is  a  good 
book. 

9.  Very  pleasant  weather.  Read  law  and  in  evening- 
invited  to  visit  Mr.  Geo.  T.  Rice’s  ;  do  not. 

10.  Asa  Walker  fails.  His  brother  Varanus  absconds 
with  a  girl,  leaving  a  wife  and  children.  He  oAves  me  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Attend  Mrs.  Davis’  party  in 
evening. 

11.  Col.  Lincoln  goes  to  his  farm  at  Oakham  in  his  two 
horse  wagon  and  carries  Mrs.  Davis,  Avith  his  sister,  Mrs. 
[Rejoice]  NeAvton,  and  Miss  Sarah  Bancroft ;  they  return  at 
evening  and  give  marvellous  accounts  of  their  adventures. 
The  Aveather  is  pleasant ;  a  frost  the  last  night  kills  much 
corn  and  other  damage. 
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12.  Kead  law  and  Clapperton  and  newspapers.  Day 
pleasant.  The  earth  suffers  for  want  of  rain.  My  father 
visits  me  from  Templeton. 

13.  Mr.  [Abner  D.]  Jones  of  Hubbardston  preaches. 
Attend  meeting  fore  &  afternoon,  do  not  think  much  of 
parson  Jones. 

14.  Eead  law  ;  my  office  is  painted. 

15.  Make  my  paper.  Mr.  Alonzo  Lewis,  author  of  the 
''History  of  Lynn,”  attacks  me  in  the  Lynn  Mirror  ior 
correcting  a  gross  error  in  his  history  in  saying  that  our 
ancestors  were  Episcopalians. 

16.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Read  law  and  news.  Find 
that  I  exchange  with  one  hundred  different  presses.  Mr. 
[John  M.]  Earle,  editor  of  the  Spy,  exchanges  with  a 
still  larger  number  and  Mr.  [Emory]  Washburn,  editor 
of  Yeoman  with  about  one  hundred.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  the  Republican  takes. 

17.  I  go  with  W“  Lincoln  to  Shrewsbury  and  Grafton 
to  procure  testimony  to  be  used  in  the  trial  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  vs.  Daniel  Newton  for  the  murder  of  Ezekiel 
Knowlton.  The  chances  are  against  the  prisoner. 

18.  Read  law  and  newspapers. 

19.  Attend  meeting.  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  preaches  all 
day  ;  a  good  preacher. 

20.  Study  law  and  write  for  my  paper. 

21.  Pleasant. 

22.  Rainy. 

23.  Study  Davis’s  "Justice.” 

24.  Attend  a  party  in  the  evening  at  Thomas  Kinni- 
cutt’s.  Esq.  ;  a  general  tnrn  out. 

25.  Study  law. 
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26.  Beautiful  weather. 

27.  Attend  meeting  all  day;  Mr.  Hill  and  Dr.  Ban¬ 
croft.  The  weather  is  cold  but  pleasant.  Spend  the 
evening  at  home. 

28.  Write  for  my  paper,  etc.  Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq., 
leaves  town  for  Boston,  and  sails  for  Europe  on  Thursday 
next,  in  the  Liverpool  packet. 

29.  Rainy.  Attend  a  party  at  Major  Rejoice  Newton’s, 
Esq*'.  ;  it  is  a  large  party. 

30.  Cloudy  and  rains  in  the  evening.  Attend  a 
dancing  party  at  Grov.  Lincoln’s.  A  great  number  of 
persons  are  there — from  eighty  to  an  hundred  at  least. 

October,  1829. 

1 .  Pleasant  but  cold.  The  Supreme  Court  is  sitting 
this  week.  Daniel  Newton  is  this  day  tried  for  the  murder 
of  Ezekiel  Knowlton  and  is  acquitted.  Both  of  Shrews¬ 
bury.  Ought  to  have  been  convicted  of  manslaughter. 

2.  A  party  this  evening  at  Mrs.  Brazer’s  ;  attend  it. 
Joseph  Willard  of  Lancaster  delivers  an  address  at  the 
court  house  before  the  members  of  the  Bar.  It  was  near 
three  hours  long ;  it  did  not  tire.  The  best  thing  friend 
Jo.  ever  did.  Have  a  splendid  supper  afterwards  at 
Thomas’  Coffee  House,  at  which  upwards  of  70  lawyers 
sit  down  &  partake.  The  members  of  the  Court  attend  and 
drink  many  toasts  which  are  remarkable  for  wit  &  sense. 
All  insensibly,  court  &  bar,  grow  quite  smutty ;  tell  many 
bad  stories.  Hon.  W“.  Steadman  of  Lancaster  keeps  the 
table  in  a  roar  with  his  stories.  Hon.  Judge  Nath*  Paine 
presides  at  the  table.  Gov.  Lincoln  and  Rev.  Dr.  Ban¬ 
croft  are  present,  besides  Chief  Justice  Parker  &  the 
Judo-es.  None  of  the  company  get  drunk  that  I  see — 
leave  the  table  at  one  A.  M. 
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3.  Cold  and  pleasant. 

4.  Attend  meeting  all  day  ;  Mr.  Hill  and  D“'.  Bancroft. 
Spend  the  evening  at  Dr.  Bancroft’s  with  the  Judges. 

5.  Make  my  paper,  read  law  and  attend  court. 

6.  Court  rises.  Get  ready  for  Cattle  Show. 

7.  Cattle  ShoAv  day.  Gov.  Lincoln,  president  of  the 
Agricultural  Society.  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  delivers  a 
very  good  address  ;  every  one  is  pleased  with  it.  I  am 
one  of  the  Managers  of  the  Ball  in  the  evening.  It  has  Ijeen 
usual  ahvays  to  give  a  Ball  "Cattle  ShoAv  night”  ;  more  splen¬ 
did  formerly  than  noAV.  Pay  three  dollars  each  for  it. 
Hon.  H.  G.  Otis,  Majmr  of  Boston,  Hon.  EdAvard  Everett 
are  present,  Gen.  H.  S.  Dearborn,  &c.  Mr.  Buckingham 
is  here  too,  editor  of  the  Boston  Courier.  Have  a  pleas¬ 
ant  time.  The  day  has  been  very  pleasant  and  everything 
has  gone  off  Avell.  The  Agricultural  Society  dine  at 
Banister’s.  I  dine  at  Dr.  Bancroft’s. 

8.  Read  papers  and  law. 

9.  Pleasant  and  Avarm.  Write  a  very  long  letter  (being 
40  pages)  to  John  Farmer,  Esq.,  of  Concord,  N.  H.  He 
is  about  publishing  his  Neic  England  Register.  My  let¬ 
ter  is  on  the  subject  of  my  ancestors.  He  is  to  return  it 
Avhen  he  has  done  Avith  it. 

10.  Pleasant.  Information  comes  to  toAvn  that  Gov. 
Enoch  Lincoln  of  Maine  is  dangerously  ill  at  Augusta,  and 
this  is  confirmed  at  evening  mail  by  a  letter  from  Geid 
Coney,  Avho  Avrites  that  the  case  of  Mr.  L.  appears  hope¬ 
less. 

11.  Cloudy.  William  Lincoln  starts  for  Augusta  in  the 

mail  stage.  I  attend  meeting  all  day.  Dr.  Bancroft _ 

Mr.  Hill.  I  dine  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s.  Rains  at  niMit. 

12.  Letters  are  received  bearing  the  melancholly  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  death  of  Enoch  Lincoln,  Governor  of  the 
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State  of  Maine,  on  Tlnirsday  the  8tb  inst.  at  one  quarter 
past  ten  P.  M.  Born  in  this  town  Dec.  28,  1788,  elected 
Gov.  1826,  reelected  twice  without  opposition;  was  to 
have  been  married  on  the  first  of  Jan.  See  Nation.  CEgis 
for  Oct.  14  &  21,  for  further  particulars.  His  Excellency 
I^evi  Lincoln  leaves  town  at  noon  for  Augusta.  The  funeral 
is  on  Thursday  next. 

13.  Very  pleasant.  Make  an  NEgis ;  read  law. 


14.  Very  pleasant.  Assist  Isaiah  Thomas,  LL.  D., 
President  of  the  A.  A.  S.  in  making  an  account  of  books 
given  to  the  Society  within  the  year. 


15. 

Very  pleasant. 

Assist  Air.  Thomas. 

16. 

Very  pleasant. 

Assist  Mr.  Thomas. 

17. 

Very  pleasant. 

Assist  Air.  Thomas. 

18. 

Cloudy.  Air. 

Noyes  of  Brookfield  preaches ;  in 

afternoon  I  hear  Kev, 
house.  ^ 

.  John  Nelson  at  South  Aleeting- 

19. 

Cloudy,  rain  in  evening.  Write  for  my  paper. 

Attend  a  meeting  of  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

20.  Carry  a  subscription  paper  to  Isaiah  Thomas  to 
raise  funds  for  publishing  a  Catalogue  of  Lilwary  of  A.  A. 
S.  and  he  gives  one  hundred  dollars.^ 

21.  Go  to  Boston  in  the  mail  stage  which  leaves  at  12, 
noon.  Beach  Boston  at  6  ;  go  to  the  Tremont  Theatre  : 
hear  Cooper. 

22.  Put  up  at  the  new  Tremont  House.  It  opens  this 
day.  Go  to  theatre  ;  hear  C. 

23.  Anniversary  of  the  landing  of  Columlius.  Annual 
meetiug  of  American  Antiquarian  Society  ;  I  am  Libiaiian 
&  make  my  report.  Dine  with  His  Hon.  Lieut.  Gov. 
Winthrop.  Go  to  theatre  again. 

iRev  John  Nelson,  D.D.  of  First  Congregational  Church,  Leicester,  Mass.,  lor 
nearly  sixty-years.  The  catalogue  was  published  in  1837. 
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24.  5  last  days  all  beautiful.  Return  to  W. 

25.  Don’t  go  to  meeting. 

26.  Very  pleasant.  This  is  called  Indian  Summer. 

27.  Write  for  my  paper. 

28.  Study  law.  Very  pleasant,  warm. 

29.  Mild  as  before.  Study  law. 

30.  Cloudy  ;  a  storm  coming. 

81.  Rains  all  day  and  through  the  night. 

Novemher,  1829. 

1 .  Rains  ;  cold  northeaster  ;  wind  blows  violently.  I 
attend  meeting;  Mr.  Hill,  Dr.  Bancroft.  I  dine  at  Gov. 
Lincoln’s.  The  new  piazza  is  completed. 

2.  Rains  most  of  the  day.  Have  sick  headache. 
Study  law  and  write  for  m^^  paper. 

3.  Rainy  Avith  a  strong  northeast  wind.  Make  up  iua' 
paper.  There  are  manj^  failures. 

4.  A  gross  and  malignant  libel  is  published  this  morn¬ 
ing  upon  me  in  the  Worcester  County  Repuhlican.  Jubal 
Harrington  is  the  author.  I  apply  to  Hon.  John  Davis  for 
advice,  and  direct  him  to  do  for  me  as  uiay  be  proper ; 
Emory  Washburn,  Esq.,  is  joined  with  him.  I  am  in¬ 
formed  that  Pliny  Merrick,  Esq.,  County  Attorney,  advised 
Harrington  !  Hon.  John  Davis  delivers  an  address  l)efore 
the  Worcester  County  Lyceum;  very  good.^ 

0.  Pleasant.  This  eA^'ening  a  meeting  of  the  Odd  Eel- 
loA\^s.  The  restoration  of  the  libraiy  of  the  society  is 
the  subject  of  the  meeting.  These  are  my  friends  :  Col. 
John  W.  Lincoln,  Emory  Washburn,  William  M.  ToAvne, 
Henry  K.  Newcomb,  George  T.  Rice,  Henry  Paine  and 

'Afterwards  known  as  the  Worcester  Lyceum,  which  had  courses  of  lectures 
nearly  every  winter  till  1856,  when  it  was  merged  in  the  Young  Men’s  Lihrarv 
Assof.iahinn  ” 
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James  Green,  Avhose  kindness  and  friendship  I  mnst  not 
forget.  And  these  are  my  enemies  :  Col.  Pliny  Merrick, 
Isaac  Davis,  Jubal  Harrington,  Otis  C.  Wheeler,  William 
N.  Green,  and  tAVO  or  three  others,  their  hostility  and 
attempt  to  confirm  the  libel  in  the  Worcester  Republican  of 
yesterday,  I,  in  part,  forgive  but  can  never  forget. 

6.  There  have  been  more  failures  Avithin  the  last  3  Aveeks 
in  this  toAvn  than  haAm  been  ever  knoAvn  in  the  same  time 
before.  They  are  mostly  farmers  ;  they  have  averaged 
almost  one  a  day  !  !  Sorry  day  for  them  &.  for  me  ! 

7.  A  northeast  storm  ;  rains  all  day.  M^illiam  Lincoln 
returns  at  nio-ht  from  Maine,  Avhere  he  has  been  durino;  the 
last  four  Aveeks.  He  left  toAvn  Oct.  11,  on  the  ncAvs  of 
the  sickness  of  Gov.  Enoch  Lincoln,  his  brother.  I  reciuest 
him  to  unite  himself  to  Maj.  Davis  and  Mr.  Washburn  in 
my  behalf  to  look  after  the  author  of  the  libel  mentioned 
yesterday. 

8.  Tempestuous.  Attend  meeting.  Rev.  Mr.  [Calvin] 
Lincoln  of  Fitchburg  preaches.^ 

9.  Pleasant.  Read  Nexo  England  Register,  by  John 
Farmer  of  Concord,  N.  H.  ;  full  of  mistakes,  yet  a  good 
book. 

10.  Rains.  Much  excitement  about  the  libel.  I  have 
a  letter  sent  to  Jubal  Harrington,  asking  him  Avhether  I 
am  the  person  alluded  to  in  his  paper  of  Nov.  4.  Make 
my  paper. 

11.  Very  cold.  Read  laAv.  In  evening  play  Avhist  at 
Maj.  Davis’.  The  ground  freezes  for  the  first  time. 

12.  Study  laAv.  Fraternity  of  Odd  FelloAvs  meet  in 
the  evening  and  continue  their  session  until  near  11 
o’clock.  The  libel  referred  to  on  the  4th  is  the  subject. 
TAventy  vote  for  me  and  8  against  me  ;  tAvo  of  the  8  arc 

1  Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  ordained  pastor  of  First  Congregational  Society  (Unitarian ) 
in  Fitchburg,  June  30,  1824. 
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from  out  of  town.  The  meeting  is  adjourned  to  Saturday 
evening. 

13.  Great  excitement  about  the  libel  and  the  authors  of 
it  begin  to  repent  &  propose  terms  ;  arc  very  humble. 
They  promise  a  full  &  satisfactory  reparation  ;  I  promise 
to  accept  it. 

14.  It  snows  in  the  morning  &  by  8  o’clock  it  is  two 
inches  deep.  This  is  the  first  appearance  of  snow  this 
season.  An  apology  for  the  Republican  is  shown  me  by 
Col.  Merrick,  in  the  handwriting  of  Isaac  Davis,  with  which 
I  am  satisfied.  A  meeting  is  called  in  the  evening,  and  a 
vote  passes  giving  the  books  to  the  Lyceum  and  thus  full}^ 
justifying  my  conduct.  Otis  C.  dAheeler  makes  a  Avritten 
apology  and  I  forgive  him ;  but  the  others — Isaac 
Davis — Pliny  Merrick.  The  Society  of  Odd  FelloAvs  is 
dissolved,  and  a  supper  proposed  to  be  had  during  Court 
Aveek.  I  obtain  a  complete  triumph  over  them. 

When  the  Odd  FelloAVs’  Society  Avas  first  organized 
(1825),  a  Amte  Avas  passed  that  at  its  dissolution  the  library 
should  be  given  to  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  8  or  10  months  no  meetings  of  the  Society  haAm 
been  called  and  no  officers  elected.  The  constitution  of  it 
requires  that  the  officers  shall  be  chosen  quarterly.  From 
this  state  of  things,  my  friend  W^^  Lincoln  &  myself  took 
the  books  and  deposited  them  in  A.  A.  S.,  according  to 
the  vote.  We  were  the  more  induced  to  this  course  from 
the  fact  that  the  books  have  been  inq)roperly  kept,  and  it 
is  believed  that  many  of  them  have  been  lost.  Soon  after 
their  removal,  Ave  notified  several  of  the  Society  of  it  and 
concluded  that  Avhen  the  members  should  require  their 
return,  the  recpiest  should  be  complied  Avith  if  properly 
made.  Nothing  AA'^as  said  to  us  about  it  for  5  or  6  Aveeks 
and  no  request  ever  made  to  have  them  returned.  On 
Wednesday,  Nov.  4th,  Jubal  Harrington,  editor  of  the 
Worcester  County  Republican,  under  the  editorial  head  of 
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that  paper,  advertised  the  Library  as  Stolen,  and  offered  a 
reward  for  the  thief,  and  referred  to  my  report  as  lil)rarian 
of  the  A.  A.  Society  for  information.  This  notice  was  a 
most  malignant  libel,  for  it  could  not  bnt  be  understood 
that  I  was  the  person  pointed  at  as  the  thief — for  the 
detection  of  wdmm  a  reward  was  offered.  On  seeino-  this 

O 

libel,  I  Avent  immediately  to  some  of  the  meml>ers  &  offered 
to  restore,  the  books,  thinking  that  that  Avonld  l)e  sufficient. 
But  nothing  was  done  until  the  next  night  Avhen  a  meeting 
of  the  Society  Avas  called  and  the  subject  of  the  lilu'ary 
was  graAmly  brought  upon  the  carpet.  Pliny  Mer¬ 
rick,  County  Attorney,  AAvas  the  leader  of  the  malig¬ 
nant  spirits,  Avho  attempted  to  get  a  committee  appointed 
to  Avait  on  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  and  demand 
the  Ijooks,  thereby  justifying  the  published  libel.  This 
l)eing  the  case,  and  my  friends  finding  that  they  Avere  in 
the  minority  and  that  my  character  Avas  at  stake,  sent  a 
messenger  to  my  office  to  appraise  me  of  their  determina¬ 
tion.  I  AAmnt  before  the  Society  and  made  a  full  and 
complete  disclosure  of  every  fact  connected  Avith  the  sub¬ 
ject  under  consideration.  This,  Avith  some  very  appro¬ 
priate  remarks  from  my  friend,  induced  to  an  adjournment 
of  the  meeting  for  one  Aveek,  and  at  the  same  assurances 
Avere  given  that  the  l)ooks  should  l^e  returned. 

In  the  meantime,  my  friend  William  Lincoln  returned 
from  Maine,  and  Avhen  informed  of  what  had  been  done, 
joined  Avith  my  friends  and  appeared  at  the  next  meeting 
and  offered  resolutions  expressive  of  their  sense  of  indig¬ 
nation  at  the  libel  and  a  justification  of  the  removal  of  the 
l)Ooks.  This  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Saturday  evening, 
Nov.  14,  when  the  society  Avas  dissolved  by  a  large  vote 
and  the  books  given  to  the  Lyceum. 

When  the  libel  Avas  first  published,  I  applied  to  John 
Davis  &  Emory  Washljurn  to  call  on  Jul)al  Harrington  for 
an  explanation,  Avhich  he  ansAvered  by  saying  that  he  did 
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not  intend  that  it  should  allude  to  me,  &  that  the  article 
was  furnished  by  two  gentlemen  whose  names  he  could  not 
then  give  up. 

15.  Warm  &  pleasant;  snow  all  disappears.  Attend 
meeting  all  day.  Kev.  Dr.  Bancroft  &  Mr.  Hill. 

16.  Write  for  my  paper.  Samuel  Allen,  Jr.,  fails  and 
is  said  to  owe  forty  thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Bancroft 
(now  74)  says  that  there  never  has  been  such  a  failure  in 
town  before.  Pie  has  lived  here  above  forty  years. 

17.  Eainy.  Attend  a  party  in  the  evening  at  Mr. 
George  T.  Bice’s. 

18.  Eainy.  The  Republican  contains  the  apology 
mentioned  on  Saturday.  Study  law  and  read  Farmer’s 
Aeio  England  Register.  A  very  good  book,  but  full  of 
mistakes  ;  still  I  like  the  book. 

19.  Study  law  and  read  newspapers. 

20.  The  antimasonic  excitement  Avhich  has  prevailed 
so  generally  in  New  York  begins  to  be  felt  in  the  adjoining 
toAvns.  Public  sentiment  is  Avholly  against  it. 

21.  Am  requested  to  deliver  a  lecture  before  the 
Lyceum. 

22.  Attend  meeting  all  day;  Dr.  Bancroft  and  Mr. 
Hill. 

23.  P’his  is  the  last  day  of  service  for  Dec.  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  It  rains  hard  all  day  &  becomes  verv 
muddy. 

24.  Make  my  newspaper  and  look  up  a  subject  for 
my  lecture. 

25.  Have  the  sick  headache  all  day. 

26.  Thanksgiving  day.  Dine  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s  Avith 
Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Washburn  and  NeAvcomb.  Spend  the  after- 


Diary  of  Christopher  C.  Baldwin.  43 

noon  at  Dr.  Bancroft's  frolicking,  and  the  evening  at  Gov. 
Lincoln’s.  In  1823,  1824,  1825,  1826,  1827,  I  eat  my 
Thanksgiving  dinners  with  my  friend  William  Lincoln  at 
his  mother’s.  The  two  last  years  I  have  had  it  at  Gov. 
Lincoln’s,  and  have  had  my  Thanksgiving  supper  at  Gov. 
Lincoln’s  seven  years  in  succession.  In  the  night  the 
snow  falls  ahout  4  inches  &  the  day  has  been  rainy. 

27.  Very  pleasant. 

28.  Mr.  Davis  goes  to  Washington  &  I  return  to  the 
hotel  to  board  ;  pay  Mrs.  D.  $40.00. 

29.  Do  not  go  to  church. 

30.  Make  paper. 


December,  1 829. 

1.  Snow  disappears. 

2.  In  the  evening  I  deliver  a  lecture  before  the 
Worcester  Lyceum  ;  subject  of  it  being  the  Steam  Engine  ; 
delivered  in  the  Town  Hall. 

3.  Study  law  and  prepare  for  court ;  read  newspapers. 
Warm  for  season. 

4.  Examine  school  at  north  part  of  town.  This  is 
pronounced  the  coldest  day  that  has  been  in  the  sea¬ 
son. 

5.  Warm.  Study  law  and  attend  a  reference — R.  Mills 
vs.  J.  P.  &  D.  Kettell’s. 

6.  Sunday.  Attend  meeting  all  day.  Dine  at  ,f[ohn] 
Davis’  and  take  tea  there. 

7.  Get  ready  for  court;  enter  twelve  actions.  Hon. 
Judge  Strong  presides. 

8.  An  antimasonic  meeting  is  held  at  the  Court  House 
for  choosing  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention  at  Boston 
on  the  last  Wednesday  of  this  month.  Pliny  Merrick, 
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Esq.,  of  this  town,  attends  the  meeting,  makes  a  speech, 
renounces  masonry  and  represents  the  institution  as  cor¬ 
rupt  in  its  principles  and  dangerous  to  government.  He 
has  been  High  Priest  of  the  Cliapter  in  this  town. 

9.  Attend  court  all  day. 

10.  Attend  court  all  day.  Pleasant. 

11.  Attend  court  and  in  evening  examine  old  court 
files  with  my  friend  Jo.  Willard  of  Lancaster. 

12.  Write  to  Hon.  John  Davis  ;  look  over  newspapers. 

13.  Do  not  go  to  meeting.  Dine  at  Hon.  John  Davis’ 
and  take  tea  there. 

14.  Hon.  Judge  Cummins  takes  the  place  of  Judge 
Strong  and  the  court  commences  a  second  week’s  session. 
Make  my  paper ;  abuse  Col.  Merrick  in  it  and  he  stops 
his  subscription. 

15.  Attend  court.  Visit  Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq.,  daily; 
he  is  sick  with  a  cancer.  Col.  Merrick’s  conduct  is  viewed 
with  disgust  by  the  public. 

16.  Attend  court ;  report  criminal  cases  for  my  paper. 

17.  Attend  court.  Warm  for  the  season. 

18.  Attend  court. 

19.  Attend  court;  it  adjourns  to  Monday. 

20.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Attend  meeting  all  day. 
Mr.  Hill.  Dine  and  sup  with  William  Lincoln  at  Hon.  J. 
Davis’. 

21.  Write  to  Maj.  Davis  at  Washington.  Attend 
court.  Have  a  trial  and  get  my  case. 

22.  Landing  of  the  fathers  at  Plymouth.  Very  pleas¬ 
ant  and  warm.  Hon.  W"b  Sullivan  of  Boston  makes  the 
Anniversary  Address  at  Plymouth.  We  celebrate  the  day 
here  in  IVorcester,  and  have  a  veiy  great  time.  Have  a 
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supper  at  Mr.  Bannister’s  tavern. ^  William  Lincoln  de¬ 
livers  an  oration  and  Emory  Washburn  a  poem.  Nearly 
an  hundred  sit  down  to  the  supper.  Col.  John  W.  Lincoln 
presides.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Hon.  Judge 
Cummins  are  present ;  Rev.  Db  Bancroft  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hill  also.  The  wdiole  goes  off  very  pleasantly.  Ought 
not  this  dav  to  be  more  noticed  in  New  England.  It 
should  be  made  a  grand  holy  day.  I  meet  with  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Emerson  of  AVeathersfield,  Conn.  I  find  him  an 
excellent  antiquary  and  he  gives  me  some  historical  tracts 
of  which  he  is  the  author.  I  dine  with  Isaac  Good^vin,^ 
Esq.,  and  eat  succotash  in  honor  of  the  Pilgrims.  He  is  a 
native  of  Plymouth  ;  his  wife  also. 

23.  Attend  court.  It  is  warm  &  muddy. 

24.  Make  my  paper  and  attend  court. 

25.  Christmas.  Very  warm  &  pleasant.  Attend 
meeting;  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  preaches.  Am  invited  to  Hon. 
A[biiah]  Bigelow’s;  do  not  attend.  Attend  court,  &  in 
evening  go  to  a  party  at  Mr.  Sheriff  Willard’s.  Members 
of  the  Bar  attend.  Court  adjourns. 

2(1.  Warm,  and  very  bad  travelling. 

27.  Attend  meeting  all  day;  Rev.  Mr.  Hill  and  Dr. 
Bancroft.  I  dine  and  sup  with  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mrs. 
Davis. 

28.  Very  warm  and  pleasant.  Prepare  my  paper. 
Visit  Mrs.  Davis  and  play  whist  in  the  evening. 

29.  Warm.  Make  up  my  paper,  and  get  ready  to  visit 
Templeton. 

30.  Set  off  for  Templeton.  Going  very  bad.  Warm 


1  Samuel  Banister  was  landlord  of  the  Central  Hotel  in  1829,  which  stood  on  the 
])resent  site  of  the  Bay  State  House. 

Isaac  (xoodwin  came  to  Worcester  from  Sterling  in  1826.  He  was  a  membei  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society  and  delivered  the  address  at  the  oiiening  of  the 
tirst  Antiquarian  Hall,  in  August,  1820. 


4G  American  Antiquarian  Society. 

and  pleasant.  Ground- not  frozen.  Find  Lowell  Burrage 
of  Templeton  ploughing.  Keacli  home  about  two  P.  M. 

31.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Hunt  all  day  with  Henry 
Newton  &  Edward  Loud ;  find  nothing.  Spend  the 
evening  playing  whist  with  father  and  brother  Jonathan 
and  some  friends.  Usher  in  the  New  Year  with  glad  faces 
and  merry  hearts,  and  after  wishing  that  the  end  of  the 
New  Year  may  again  find  us  thus  happy,  retire  to  rest. 

January.,  1 830. 

1.  A  very  beautiful  day.  I  am  at  Templeton,  and 
spend  the  whole  day  in  hunting.  In  the  evening,  the 
neighbors  call  at  my  father’s  and  the  time  is  spent  in  talk¬ 
ing  about  former  days  and  those  who  are  now  dead.  Play 
whist. 

2.  Pleasant  as  before  and  warm.  I  read  Gill  Bias  in 
the  morning,  and  then  take  gun  and  dog,  in  company  with 
brother  Jonathan,  and  we  go  a  hunting.  Just  at  sunset  wo 
find  a  red  squirrel  upon  the  top  of  a  very  high  dead  pine 
and  we  fire  at  him  seven  times  before  we  brino-  him  down  ; 
adjudge  to  be  twelve  rods  high  and  nothing  in  sight  but  his 
tail  and  ears  !  Neighbors  come  in  at  evening  and  we  spent 
the  time  in  pleasant  conversation,  W“.  Brown  &  Henry 
Newton. 

3.  Again  very  pleasant.  Stay  at  home  and  read  Gill 
Bias.  Neighbors  come  in  at  evening  and  we  talk  about 
the  excitement  against  Masonry. 

4.  Rise  early,  the  day  being  pleasant  &  go  a  hunting 
all  day.  Have  Asa  Hosmer  with  me,  who  is  a  hunter  Ip' 
profession  having  done  nothing  else  for  several  years. 
He  informs  me  that  during  the  last  fall  he  caufiflit  eio’ht 
hundred  and  thirty  dozens  of  pigeons,  and  the  story  is 
confirmed  by  his  father.  We  hunt  foxes  all  day  and 
have  no  luck.  Some  of  the  neighbors  come  in  at  night 
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&  we  talk  about  old  times  and  hoAV  Templeton  looked 
formerly. 

5.  Very  pleasant,  tlio’  it  rained  during  Sunday  night, 
which  rendered  the  travelling  very  bad.  At  eleven,  take 
the  stage  and  return  to  Worcester.  Have  Isaac  Bassett 
for  a  companion.  There  was  a  small  boy  in  the  stage 
whom  we  leave  at  Holden,  believing  him  to  be  runaway  ; 
liis  name  was  Skiff,  ten  years  old.  Reach  Worcester  at 
sixnset. 

0.  Resign  my  place  as  Editor  of  the  ^gis.  Its  duties 
interfere  with  my  profession. 

7.  The  prophesy  of  the  author  of  this  Almanack  is 
wonderfully  correct.  He  says,  "may  now  look  out  for 
some  snow,”  and  true  it  is,  for  the  weather  has  loohed  like 
snoio  every  day,  but  no  snow  has  fallen,  and  I  presume 
that  only  an  expectation  was  intended.^ 

8.  Study  law  and  make  a  specification  for  a  patent  for 
Asa  White  of  Templeton,  for  a  Post  Otfice  Stamp.  He  is 
a  son  of  Abel  White  of  Phillipston. 

9.  This  is  the  coldest  day  thus  far.  Write  a  letter  to 
Rev.  William  Goodale,  American  missionary  at  the  Island 
of  Malta,  and  send  it  with  a  numl^er  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Review,  by  the  Rev.  Vlr.  Temple,  missionary  to  that 
place.  Mr.  Goodale  is  a  native  of  Templeton. 

10.  Rains  all  day  very  hard.  Attend  meeting  and 
hear  Rev.  Mr.  Thayer,®  son  of  Rev.  Db  [Nathaniel]  Thayer 
of  Lancaster.  Very  well. 

11.  Attend  court  which  sat  all  last  week,  it  having 
l)een  adjourned  from  2Gth  ult.  to  5th  inst. 

12.  Very  cold.  We  have  venison  today  for  dinner 
and  have  six  gentlemen  to  dine  with  me.  Dr.  Butler  & 

'  Robert  R.  Thomas’s  Fanner's  Alnmnae. 

Christopher  T.  Thayer,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  minister  of  the  First  I’arisli  of 
Beverly. 
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T[hoi’nton]  A.  Merrick  invite  other  gentlemen  and  we 
have  a  very  pleasant  time  of  it  indeed.  We  drank  tem¬ 
perately,  yet  did  not  go  away  dry,  nor  suffer  our  friends 
to,  either.  In  the  evening  attend  a  party  at  Geo.  T.  Rice’s. 

13.  Cold.  Snow  squalls.  The  earth  yet  bare.  Court 
of  C.  C.  P.  rises  this  day,  having  been  in  session  for  al)ove 
four  weeks.  In  the  evening  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
Lyceum.  Rev.  Mr.  Going  delivers  a  lecture  on  Domestic 
Economy,  which  is  very  well  received  by  the  society. ^ 

14.  Cloudy,  and  the  frost  gathers  upon  the  trees. 
Austin  Denny,  Esq.,  agent  of  the  Franklin  Insurance 
Office,  renews  my  policy  of  insurance.  My  Books  are 
insured  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  policy,  at  Mr.  Denny’s  request,  is  dated  Jan.  2,  1830, 
— premium  one  dollar  &  ninety-three  cents.  Write  a  let¬ 
ter  to  Ed.  of  Boston  Mirror  in  answer  to  enquiries  de 
Col.  Pliny  Merrick.  Read  the  Life  of  Db  Franklin  and 
visit  the  Lyceum  with  Mrs.  Worthington  &  sister.  INIrs. 
Elizabeth  Paine,  wife  of  Hon.  Aatld  Paine,  dies  in  the 
afternoon  of  this  day,  aged  65. 

15.  The  ice  gathers  plentifully  on  the  trees  and  they 
exhibit  a  most  beautiful  appearance.  I  examine  two 
schools,  one  in  forenoon  and  one  in  afternoon. 


16.  Very  rainy  all  day  and  icy.  Attend  the  funeral  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Paine.  The  family  omit  wearing  mourning 
apparel  and  this  is  the  first  instance  I  have  known. 


17.  Attend  meeting.  Funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of 
Mis.  Paine  liy  Db  Bancroft;  afternoon  a  sermon  on  moui’n- 
ing  apparel  by  Mr.  Hill.  Dine  and  sup  with  W“.  Lincoln 
at  Maj.  Davis’.  Attend  oratorio  in  the  evening.  Go  with 
Miss  Bartlett  of  Smithfield.  Snows  in  evening.  Great 
complaint  has  existed  for  a  long  time  against  the  practice 


1  Rev.  Jonathan  doing,  D.U.,  minister  of  the  First  Baptist 
from  1816  to  1831. 


Church  in  Worcester 
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of  wearing  expensive  mourning  apparel,  occasioned  l)y  tlie 
death  of  friends  or  relatives.  The  first  person  who  ven¬ 
tured  to  make  an  inroad  upon  fashion  and  discourage  such 
an  expensive  and  embarrassing  custom  was  the  Hon. 
Nathaniel  Paine,  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of 
Worcester.  The  aged  rarely  take  lead  in  the  Avork  of 
innovating  upon  long  established  usages.  Judge  Paine, 
lioAveAmr,  must  enjoj"  the  fame  of  having  been  first  to  set 
an  example  in  this  particular.  He  did  it  on  an  occasion 
Avdien  no  one,  who  Avas  acquainted  Avith  his  estimable  and 
excellent  lady,  could  impute  to  it  a  Avrong  motive.  It 
appeared  \mry  odd  and  singular  to  see  the  family  the  next 
day,  Avhich  aa^is  Sunday,  attending  Church  Avithont  any 
appearance  of  mourning.  They  Avore  their  usual  dress 
and  the  example  Avas  Avell  thought  of  by  all  excepting  a 
feAv  elderly  Avomen  aaTio  regarded  the  change  as  pagan 
and  heathenish  and  Avould  by  no  means  consent  to  its 
adoption.  The  Rcax  Mr.  Hill  preached  on  the  subject  on 
Sunday  afternoon  and  he  made  a  most  furious  attack  upon 
the  fashion  of  mourning.  Rev.  Mr.  Going  preached  to  his 
people  on  the  same  snlAject.  I  understand  that  a  society 
Avas  formed  at  NcAAdjuryport  immediately  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  to  do  aAvay  Avith  the  practice  of  Avearing  mourning. 
It  had  a  constitution  which  the  members  of  the  association 
subscribed  to,  and  a  strong  effort  Avas  made  to  increase  the 
members  and  extend  the  influence  of  the  society.  Com¬ 
merce,  hoAvever,  about  that  time  Avas  managed  so  success- 
full}^  and  the  trade  of  NeAvburyport  Avas  so  prosperous  that 
the  members  of  the  society  diminished  instead  of  being 
increased.  .  Money  became  plenty  and  the  purchase  of 
mourning  apparel  Avas  not  felt  as  a  burden.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  association  lived  up  to  the  constitution 
through  life,  and  Joshua  Coffin  informs  me  that  there  arc 
those  yet  living  Avho  still  adhere  to  the  practice. 

18.  Pleasant  and  cold.  Study  laAv. 
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19.  Pleasant  and  cold.  Send  two  hundred  dollars  to 
Col.  Lee,  by  Jonathan  Cutting,  Jr.,  from  W“.  T.  Lesure  of 
Grafton,  and  eighty-eight  dollars  to  A.  Turner  by  same 
from  E.  II.  Trowbridge.  Jacob  Wales,  Esq.,  of  Win- 
chendon,  is  witness. 

20.  Cold.  Joshua  Coffin,  Es(|.,  of  Newbury,  calls  on 
me.  A  most  diligent  antiquary.  Talk  with  him  about  old 
times.  He  offers  to  make  out  a  catalogue  of  the  library 
of  A.  A.  S.  The  venerable  president  declines  engaging 
him.  Settle  with  Griffin  &  Morril.  Annual  meetino-  of 
Morning  Star  Lodge.  Have  a  full  meeting.  Otis  Corbett 
made  master. 

21.  Cold.  Study  law. 

22.  Very  cold.  Examine  a  school.  In  the  evening 
call  at  Ichabod  Washburn’s. 

23.  Very  cold  indeed.  Study  law. 

24.  Attend  meeting.  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  of  Northboro 
preaches.  Dine  and  sup  with  Mrs.  J.  Davis. 

25.  Cold.  Study  law.  Snows  and  some  sleighing. 

2G.  Coldest  day  tluis  far.  Jo.  Davis  of  T.  calls. 

27.  Col.  Lee  of  T.  calls.  Cold.  Dr.  Butler  lectures. 

28.  Ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  [John  S.  C.]  Abbott  over 
the  Calvinistic  Society  in  this  town  was  on  this  day,  being 
Thursday.  The  day  Avas  exceedingly  pleasant  and  the  col¬ 
lection  of  people  unusually  large.  The  performances  Avere 
all  of  a  high  character  and  the  more  acceptable  because  of 
the  absence  of  all  uncharitableness  to  other  denominations. 
The  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  [Joel]  HaAves  of  Hartford  (a 
native  of  Brookfield  in  this  County)  Avas  Avell  received.  I 
have  never  attended  an  ordination  Avhere  the  services  Avere 
more  acceptable.  Mr.  Abbott  is  a  native  of  BrunsAAdck, 
Me.,  and  is  very  luucli  beloA^ed  by  the  people  under  his 
charge.  I  think  he  Avill  be  much  respected  by  the  other 
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parishes.  His  appeai’ance  thus  far  is  altogether  in  his  favor. 
There  was  an  oratorio  in  the  evening  at  the  South  Meeting 
House  composed  of  the  singers  from  the  different  parishes 
in  the  town,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Emory  Perry, 
which  was  numerously  attended. ^  I  was  present  and 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  The  house  was  very  full. 

29.  Cold. 

80.  Coldest  day  for  two  years.  10  below  zero. 

81.  Cold.  Dine  &  sup  Avith  Mr.  Davis. 

February^  1830. 

1 .  The  weather  moderates  and  at  nine  in  the  evening,  it 
commences  snowing  and  continues  until  today  noon.  The 
snow  is  noAv  about  ten  indies  deep  and  is  in  (juantity 
greater  than  all  that  has  fallen  liefore  put  together.  Study 
laAv  all  day. 

2.  Cloudy;  not  cold.  Good  sleighing.  Invite  Miss 
Elizalieth  Green  to  ride  with  me  to  Wesson’s  in  Westboro. 
Accompanied  by  Emory  M^ashburn,  Esip,  with  Miss  Giles 
from  Fitchluirg,  and  Henry  K.  Newcomb  Avith  Miss  Elelen 
BigeloAv  of  Petersham,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lewis  BigeloAv. 
Leave  Worcester  at  4  P.  M.  and  return  betAveen  nine  and 
ten.  HaA^e  an  exceedingl}^  fine  time. 

8.  Pleasant.  Fine  sleighing.  Study  laAv  all  day.  In 
the  evening  get  a  double  sleigh  and  ride  to  Leicester 
with  A.  D.  Foster,  Esq.,  and  his  Avife,  Miss  Giles,  Miss 
BigeloAv  and  AAashburn,  all  in  one  sleigh.  They  sing, 
going  and  returning,  which  sounds  very  prettily.  HaA'e 
some  hot  coffee  and  return  at  half  past  nine.  The  ride  is 
very  pleasant.  On  my  return,  find  my  friend  Doctor 
Elisha  Bartlett  at  the  hotel.  We  spend  much  of  the  night 
together.  He  resides  at  LoAvell  &  is  noAv  on  his  Avay  to 
visit  one  of  his  toAvnsmen  taken  sick  in  NeAV  York  City. 


Emory  Perry  was  for  many  years  a  noted  music  and  singing  teacher  at  Worcester . 
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4.  Warmei'  and  looks  like  a  storm.  The  sleighing  is 
perfect.  Many  parties  of  pleasure  are  formed  to  enjoy 
it. 

5.  Very  pleasant,  and  very  cold.  A  sleigh  ride  is  got 

up  to  go  to  Westboro.  Mr.  Newcomb  induces  me  to 
attend.  Eide  with  him  and  Mary  and  Catherine  Eobinson 
in  a  4-horse  sleigh.  Leave  Worcester  at  3  and  return  at  It). 
Between  20  &  30  in  the  party.  Most  all  married  people. 
Mulled  wine  was  prepared  for  the  ladies  and  flip  for  the 
gentlemen,  but  by  mistake  the  flip  is  carried  to  the  ladies 
and  the}^  do  not  find  their  error  until  our  flip  is  mosth’ 
gone,  when  they  pronounce  it  very  unpleasant  stuff  !  !  1 

find  that  I  have  been  very  dissipated  this  week,  and  form  a 
resolution  to  be  more  sober. 

t).  Thermometer  this  morning  at  8  o’clock  stands  10° 
below  zero.  It  is  very  cold  all  day,  and  is  said  to  be  as 
cold  as  it  was  last  Saturday.  The  Debating  Club,  composed 
of  law  students  generally,  hold  a  public  debate.  Oliver 
Harrington’s  store  at  New  Worcester  is  burnt.  Alarm 
given  about  10  at  night.  Thermometer  10°  below  zero. 
I  attend  the  fire.  Get  very  wet.  Freeze  my  ears  and  both 
cheeks.  Work  the  engine  Avith  ditficulty.  Eeturn  at  2 
o’clock.  Intensely  cold.  Many  freeze  themselves. 

7.  Thermometer  10°  beloAV  zero  at  8  o’clock,  A.  M. 
Attend  meeting  in  afternoon  ;  Dr.  Bancroft.  Dine  Avith 
Mrs.  Davis  &  Lincoln.  Washburn  is  there. 

8.  SnoAvs  all  the  forenoon  and  cloudy  most  of  day. 
Study  hiAv.  Mr.  Worcester,  formerly  instructor  of  Latin 
School,  calls  on  me  to  see  records  of  the  School  Committee. 
I  shoAv  them  and  he  makes  copies  of  parts  of  them.  He 
called  on  me  on  Thursday  last  for  same  purpose  and  spent 
an  hour  in  the  examination.  I  fear  that  he  has  no  good 
object  in  vicAv.  I  am  told  that  he  is  about  making  a  book 
of  the  committee  because  they  removed  him. 
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9.  Warmer  and  pleasant.  In  evening  attend  a  geo¬ 
graphical  lecture  from  Mr.  Evans. 

10.  Thaws  rapidly  all  day  and  rains  in  the  night.  In 
the  evening  settle  with  William  Lincoln,  Esq.  Adjust  the 
concerns  of  our  partnership  which  was  formed  in  1825  in 
the  editor  and  proprietorship  of  the  Wo7'cester  Magazine 
and  Histoidcal  Journal.  We  lose  onr  labor  and  much 
money  besides.  I  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  total  deprarity. 
I  am  a  lover  of  ^nankind  genei'ally,  but  I  have  little  respect 
for  them  individually . 

11.  It  is  warm  in  the  'mornins:  havino-  rained  durine' 
the  night.  Grows  colder. 

12.  Very  cold.  Study  law  all  day,  and  in  the  evening 
attend  Mr.  Evans’  lecture  on  geography.  Go  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Green. 

13.  Study  law  all  day.  The  debating  club  hold  a 
public  meeting  this  evening. 

14.  Attend  meeting  at  Old  South  forenoon  and  hear 
Mr.  [J.  S.  C.]  Abbott  the  successor  of  Mr.  [Loammi  I.] 
Hoadly.  Like  him  very  well.  Hear  Dr.  Bancroft  in  after¬ 
noon  at  our  own  church.  Have  tea  with  Mrs.  Davis. 

15.  Last  day  of  service  for  March  Court.  There  is 
very  little  suing ;  at  least,  I  have  very  little  to  do,  and  I 
understand  that  others  have  veiy  little.  I  do  not  attend 
Mr.  Evans’  lecture  this  evening. 

16.  Cloudy  and  prospect  of  rain  all  daju  Write  to 
Noah  Webster,  Esq.,  of  New  Haven,  requesting  him  to 
give  a  copy  of  his  dictionary  to  A.  A.  S. 

17.  Warm.  Thaws  much.  Study  law  all  day. 

18.  'Warm.  Examine  school.  In  evening  attend  Mr. 
Evans’  lecture  with  Lucretia  Bancroft. 

19.  Warm,  like  March.  Thaws  rapidly.  Examine 
school.  Sleio'hiiig  bad.  Washburn  goes  to  Boston  to 
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help  flosei)!!  Willard,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster,  get  married. 
Attend  Mr.  Evans’  lecture  in  evening  with  Lucretia  Ban¬ 
croft. 

20.  Warm  &  springlike.  Purchase  David  Day’s  right 
in  equity.  Give  $824.00  and  my  note  for  that  sum  ! 

21.  Warm.  Attend  meeting  in  forenoon;  Dr.  Ban¬ 
croft.  Dine  at  Mrs.  Davis’  with  William  Lincoln.  Spend 
the  afternoon  with  him. 

22.  Washington’s  birthday.  Ball  in  evening.  I  do 
not  attend.  It  has  been  the  invariable  practice  in  this  town 
for  many  years  on  the  22nd  of  February,  the  birthday  of 
Washington,  to  have  a  puljlic  ball.  I  have  been  here  seven 
years  and  a  like  observance  of  the  day  has  not  been  omitted. 
During  my  residence  here,  I  have,  until  noAV,  at  every 
ball  with  the  exception  of  three,  taken  part  as  one  of  the 
managers.  This  year  I  did  not  attend.  I  am  told  by 
those  who  did  that  the  occasion  was  very  pleasant  tho’  the 
number  Avas  small,  being  only  about  twenty  couples.  The 
expense  to  each  has  always  been  three  dollars.  The  music 
generally  consists  of  Gvo  fiddles,  a  clarionet  or  bugle  and 
base  viol.  The  entertainer  furnishes  this  under  direction 
of  the  managers,  and  also  carriages  to  collect  &  distribute 
the  ladies.  Two  coaches  are  employed  Avith  a  manager  in 
each,  Avho  commence  soon  after  sunset  to  carry  the  ladies 
to  the  hall,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their  duties  to  Avait  upon 
them  home  in  the  same  Avay.  The  party  retires  about  one 
o’clock,  sometimes  earlier  and  sometimes  later. 

23.  Warm.  SnoAv  disappears  very  fast.-  Study  laAv. 
Get  a  nevj  green  coat  of  W[illiam]  &  A[lbcrt]  BroAvn. 
Agree  fourteen  &  half  dollars.  I  have  been  too  extrava¬ 
gant.  ResoLm  to  be  more  economical. 

24.  Very  pleasant.  Dine  at  the  Hon.  Judge  Paine’s. 
Have  a  pleasant  time.  Make  out  a  specification  of  a 

patent  for  Abner  Foster  of  Phillipston  for  machine  for 
mortisino;. 
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25.  Warm  again.  Study  law.  Attend  Evan, s’  lecture 
with  the  ladies. 

2b.  Warm ;  spring’like.  Attend  lecture  in  evening 
with  Miss  E.  Glreen  &  E.  Curtis. 

27.  Cold;  pleasant.  Study  law. 

28.  Attend  meeting.  Sup  at  Maj.  Davis’  and  at  ten 
return  with  Lincoln  and  Washljurn  and  have  a  second 
supper.  Receive  (Ml.  John  W.  Lincoln’s  present  of  a 
wife,  wdiich  is  a  Dutch  oyster  woman — a  toy.  A  very  odd 
looking  creature. 


March.,  1830. 

1.  Snows.  Town  meeting.  The  ground  is  perfectly 
bare  and  the  street  mostly  dry.  The  largest  number  of 
votes  cast  today  that  ever  have  been  before  in  this  town. 
The  old  officers  are  left  out  and  nev/  ones  elected.  Pliny 
Merrick  is  left  out  wholly.  His  friends  impute  his  failure 
to  Masonic  influence.  It  is  no  such  thing.  I  decline  a 
re-election  to  the  place  of  school  committeeman  and  find 
out  that  had  I  consented  to  be  a  candidate  should  not  have 
been  chosen  !  I  am  not  orthodox  and  am  denounced  as  a 
Pagan  Unitarian  !  ! 

2.  I  enter  five  actions.  Whole  number  entered  is 
about  450.  Judge  Strong  holds  the  court.  It  begins  to 
snow  in  afternoon  and  in  the  morning  the  snow  is  six  or  8 
inches  deep.  Attend  a  lecture  in  evening. 

3.  Attend  court  all  day,  and  in  evening  attend  a 
caucus.  Am  made  secretary  and  chairman  of  committee 
to  address  the  people  on  the  approaching  election. 

4.  Warm,  and  snow  disappears  rapidly.  Attend  court 
all  day  ;  lecture  in  evening. 

5.  Warm.  Street  becomes  settled.  Attend  court. 
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(i.  Write  the  address  to  the  Countj^  Electors.  Attend 
court.  Court  adjourns  to  Monday. 

7.  Attend  meeting ;  Mr.  Hill  preaches.  Dr.  Bancroft 
has  gone  to  Hartford  to  establish  a  Unitarian  Church  there. 

8.  Very  cold.  Judge  Cummins  holds  tlie  court  tins 
week.  Attend  court  all  day.  Buy  a  pair  of  pantaloons 
of  W.  &  A.  Brown  for  four  dollars.  Attend  lecture. 

9.  Very  cold.  Attend  court. 

10.  This  is  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of  court.  It  is 
very  cold.  Town  meeting.  I  decline  being  a  candidate 
for  re-election  as  school  committeeman,  &  this  was  well 
for  me,  as  I  should  not  have  been  elected-  had  I  not 
declined.  There  is  an  orthodox  party  in  town  who  mur¬ 
mur  becaiise  the  incumbents  are  all  Unitarians.  They  are 
for  having  a  change  and  they  have  succeeded  in  circulating 
such  a  report  to  their  advantage.  All  the  clerg}^  are 
elected.  Antimasonry  had  something  to  do  with  the 
business.  I  learn  from  various  sources  that  one  of  the 
committee  is  indebted  to  his  office  on  this  score. 

11.  Study  law,  and  in  the  evening  attend  lecture.  It 
is  a  rainy  day.  I  put  in  two  dollars  with  eight  others  and 
raffle  for  a  niusick  box.  It  is  valued  at  eighteen  dollars. 
I  am  luckj^  enough  to  get  it. 

12.  Attend  lecture  in  evening  and  study  law  all  day. 

13.  Eainy  day.  Stud}^  law  all  day. 

14.  Attend  meeting,  and  dine  with  G.  T.  Kice  at  his 
house.  Dr.  Bancroft  in  fore,  &  Vlr.  Hill  in  afternoon.  Su}) 
with  Mrs.  Davis.  See  at  hotel  Mr.  [Ichabod]  Emmons, 
member  of  House  of  Representatives  from  Hinsdale. 
A  rpieer  genius.  I  am  informed  Ijy  several  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  that  Emmons  has 
afforded  much  amusement  at  Boston  during  the  present 
session.  He  has  a  very  strong  prejudice  against  the  prac- 
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tice  of  making-  long  speeches,  so  prevalent  in  our  day.  I 
am  told  that  when  he  finds  a  meml>er  engaged  in  a  speech 
of  any  length,  he  leaves  his  own  seat  and  walks  round 
behind  the  speaker  and  whispers  in  his  ear,  "  you  had  l)etter 
not  say  any  more  ;  jmu  have  said  enough ;  jmu  have  cost 
the  state  already  several  thousand  dollars  ;  you  had  better 
hold  your  darn’d  tongue  and  set  down.”  It  is  his  constant 
habit  to  hold  such  brave  discourse  to  those  who  address 
the  House.  He  has  a  good  mind  naturally  but  is  wholly 
uncultivated.  He  has  an  amusing  and  original  Avit,  and  is 
made  much  of  with  a  certain  class.  He  has  unbounded 
impudence  and  says  Avhat  he  pleases  to  any  and  every  body. 
He  told  Governor  Lincoln  that  his  salary  Avas  too  large, 
and  that  if  he  was  Avilling  to  throAv  off  the  odd  hundreds 
and  accept  of  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  he  would  con¬ 
sent  to  his  continuance  in  office,  "  But,”  says  he,  "  there 
are  manj^  men  in  the  state  Avho  Avould  be  glad  to  l:)e  Gov¬ 
ernor  for  $3,000  a  year  and  they  Avould  make  as  good 
GoA-ernors  as  you.  Three  thousand  is  too  much,  and,  faith 
jmu  must  throAV  off  the  odd  hundreds  or  Ave  Avill  throAV 
you  off  !  ”  He  is  verv  large  and  corpulent,  and  has  a  harsh, 
unpleasant  voice.  He  has  an  intelligent  face,  and  a  good 
shaped  head.  Anecdotes,  almost  without  number,  are 
related  of  him,  and  many  of  them  highly  amusing.  Hon. 
Hr.  [William  B.]  Calhoun  of  Springfield  represents  him  to 
me  as  an  honest  man  possessed  of  more  than  ordinai-y 
share  of  mind,  Ijnt  injured  by  having  been  made  too  much 
of.  Mr.  Calhoun  is  Speaker  of  the  House. 

15.  Cold.  Study  laAv  all  day. 

1(5.  It  becomes  cloudy  and  appears  like  rain.  Study 
laAv. 

17  Rains  all  day.  I  spend  the  day  at  the  Cionrt  house 
writing.  The  Avind  bloAvs  during  the  night  with  very 
great  fury. 
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18.  I  attend  the  lecture  in  the  evenino'  with  Miss 

o 

Janies  of  Barre  and  afterwards  go  to  Mr.  Charles  Allen’s, 
where  I  [ilay  checkers. 

19.  Very  pleasant  and  beautiful  and  seems  like  spring. 
The  street  becomes  dry.  Attend  the  lecture  in  the  even- 
ino'. 

20.  Very  fine  &  pleasant.  It  is  discovered  that  the 
American  Antiquarian  Hall  has  been  forcibly  broken  .open 
and  articles  stolen.  I  devote  my  ivhole  time  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  find  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  offence  are  three 
boys,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  about  thirteen.  They  break  a 
window  and  go  in  &  open  a  door  on  the  backside  of  the 
building,  which  they  leave  open  and  everybody  that  pleases 
go  in.  I  recover  all  the  stolen  property  and  bring  the 
little  evil  doers  to  justice.  It  was  broken  open  on 
Thursday. 

21.  Attend  meeting  in  forenoon;  Rev.  Mr.  Hill. 
Dine  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s. 

23.  Make  my  complaint  for  trespass  against  the  boys 
and  one  of  them  is  sent  to  jail,  there  to  remain  until  I  am 
satisfied. 

24.  I  am  requested  by  Gov.  Lincoln  to  procure  some 
one  to  go  in  pursuit  of  a  runaway,  Joseph  Willet,  a  Cana¬ 
dian  hrenchman.  Joseph  Lovell  engages  to  catch  him  and 
overtakes  him  this  side  of  Concord,  N.  IL,  when  he 
obtains  from  him  about  $400,  in  silver.  He  left  town 
leaving  debts  to  that  amount. 

25.  Attend  a  party  at  Mr.  Charles  Allen’s  in  the 
eveninof. 

2(3.  The  snow  falls  to  the  depth  of  one  foot  in  the  night 
and  day,  and  blows  a  tempest.  At  niglit  attend  the  last 
lecture  of  Mr.  Evans,  and  attend  a  })arty  at  Abijah 
Bigelow’s. 
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27.  Study  law.  The  going  is  very  bad. 

28.  Cold  and  sleighin<2:.  Attend  ineetino;.  Rev.  Mr. 

O  O  O 

Hill  has  been  settled  three  years. 

29.  Pleasant.  Going  very  bad.  Snow  thaws  rapidly. 
Study  law.  William  Kinnicutt  marries  Mrs.  [James] 
Brazer. 

30.  Veiy  pleasant.  MTite  for  papers.  In  the  evening 
attend  a  party  at  Col.  Isaac  Davis’,  the  anniversary  of  his 
marriage.  Yet  he  has  no  children. 

31.  Warm  &  snow  wholly  disappears.  Send  Al)ner 
Foster’s  papers  to  Washington  for  a  patent,  and  enclose 
thirty  dollars. 


April,  1830. 

1.  Very  pleasant.  Study  law. 

2.  Very  pleasant.  In  the  evening  attend  a  party  at 
Mi  ss  Elizabeth  Green’s. 

3.  Very  pleasant,  and  the  walking  l)ecomes  very  good. 
Robins  and  bluebirds  appear.  Read  North  American 
lleview. 

4.  Verv  pleasant.  Attend  meeting  in  forenoon.  Dine 
at  Maj.  Davis’  and  do  not  go  to  meeting  in  the  afternoon. 

5.  Very  pleasant.  Town  meeting.  The  Jackson  party 
are  very  busy  and  troulrlesome.  They  are  discomfited. 

().  The  going  has  become  perfect  and  the  birds  sing 
merrily.  Visit  the  Atheineum  and  Antiquarian  Hall  with 
M  iss  James  of  Barre. 

7.  Rainy.  Study  law  and  read  N.  A.  Beviev).  Am 
afflicted  with  sore  boils.  News  reaches  town  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  IVhite  of  Salem,  and  the  Gov.  is  called 
upon  to  issue  a  proclamation  offering  a  reward  for  the 
assassin.  Mrs.  Sever  and  Misses  Blake  come  in  town. 


GO 
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8.  Fast  Day.  Rain3^  Gov.  Lincoln  goes  to  Salem 
in  conseqnence  of  the  mnrder.  Dine  and  sup  at  Maj. 
Davis’  and  do  not  attend  meeting. 

9.  Pleasant.  Study  law  and  enclose  thirty  dollars  & 
send  it  by  mail  to  Washington,  being  for  a  patent  for 
Charles  P.  Goodrich  of  Rutland.  Call  in  eveningf  on 
Miss  James. 

10.  Study  law.  Rainy. 

11.  Dine  at  home,  having  watched  last  with  Daniel 
Upham,  Avho  is  dangerously  sick  of  a  rheumatic  fever ; 
Washburn  rvatches  Avith  me.  Take  tea  at  the  Hon.  Judge 
Paine’s. 

12.  Rainju  Study  laAv. 

13.  Rainy.  S.  J.  Court  sits,  holden  by  Judge  Parker.^ 
Miss  Caroline  Thomas,  granddaughter  of  Isaiah  Thomas, 
is  married  to  Mr.  Crocker  of  Taunton. 

14.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  Take  medicine. 

15.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  AimiAmrsaiy  of  the 
schools. 

IG.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  In  the  evenino’  A^isit 

O' 

Geo.  T.  Rice;  anniversary  of  his  AArndding.  He  has  no 
children  yet. 

17.  Pleasant.  Attend  court  and  read  Halyburton’s 

History  of  Nova  Scotia,”  and  ride  to  Millbury  Avith  Miss 

James,  and  dine  Avith  Charles  Allen,  Es(|. 

18.  Pleasant.  Attend  meeting;  Rev.  Mr.  [Peter] 

Osgood  of  Sterling  preaches  very  Avell.  Dine  Avith  William 
Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  spend  afternoon  Avith  him. 

19.  The  Avarmest  day  thus  far;  I  sit  in  my  office 

Avithout  fire  and  Avith  my  AvindoAvs  np  till  nine  in  evening. 


‘Chief  Justice  Isaac  rarker. 
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20.  Very  pleasant  and  warm.  In  the  evening  attend  a 
party  at  Mr.  Lincoln’s,  and  everybody  complains  of  the 
heat,  tho’  there  are  no  fires. 

21.  Attend  court.  So  warm  that  the  windows  of  the 
court  house  are  opened  all  day. 

22.  Attend  court.  Very  warm.  In  the  evening  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  debating  club  holden  at  Banister’s  tavern, 
where  an  appropriate  and  well-written  address  was  deli¬ 
vered  by  T.  Kinnicutt,  Esq.  ;  and,  after  supper,  a  poem, 
prepared  for  the  occasion  by  ’VVm.  Lincoln,  Esq.  The 
Gov.,  the  Chief  Justice  and  members  of  the  bar,  with  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  attend  and  take 
supper.  The  meeting  is  pleasant,  and  none  indulge  to 
excess. 

23.  ^Varm,  but  at  noon  clouds  up  and  becomes  cooler. 

24.  Pleasant.  Finish  Haly burton’s  "  History  of  Nova 
Scotia.”  Am  thankful  he  has  made  so  interesting  a  book, 
l)ut  am  disappointed ;  it  should  have  been  better ;  it  is 
wanting  in  system  and  awkwardly  written. 

25.  Do  not  attend  meeting.  Dine  with  Judge  Paine, 
and  spend  the  evening  with  Judge  Parker  and  Hon.  Sam' 
Hoar  of  Concord.  Talk  about  phrenology.  Mr.  Hoar  is 
made  a  convert  to  the  phrenological  doctrine  from  having- 
read  Coombe  on  the  "  Constitution  of  Man.”  I  have  paid 
some  attention  to  the  subject  and  am  disposed  to  embrace 
to  a  limited  extent. 

26.  Rains  all  day.  Attend  court.  Upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  Mr.  Hoar,  read  Cooml)e  on  the  "  Constitution 
of  Man.”  Like  it  much. 

27.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  In  the  evening  receive 
a  letter  from  my  father  requesting  me  to  visit  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  for  him. 

28.  Pleasant.  Go  to  Templeton  with  horse  and  chaise. 
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Mrs.  Wellington,  wife  of  Rev.  Charles  Wellington  of 
Templeton,  is  buried  today ;  an  excellent  lady  and  in  high 
esteem  in  the  town ;  her  funeral  is  very  numerously 
attended.  Spent  evening  with  my  father ;  neighbors  call 
in. 

29.  Hunt  in  forenoon.  Afternoon  carry  father  to 
Winchendon  Springs ;  return,  &  in  evening  visit  J. 
Davis  &  play  whist. 

oD.  Return  to  Worcester.  Very  fine  day.  Go  by  way 
of  Barre  ;  call  on  Miss  Janies  and  carry  her  to  Dana.  Take 

tea  at  her  father’s  &  have  a  charming  time  of  it . 

and  reach  Worcester  at  10  in  evening.  Make  up  my  mind 
to  remove  to  Barre. 

May,  1830. 

1.  Saturda}'-.  Pleasant.  Resolve  to  leave  Worcester 
and  establish  myself  in  business  in  Barre.  There  are  too 
many  lawyers  here  either  to  be  profitable  or  reputable — 
there  are  aliove  twenty.  My  earnings  here  are  worth 
five  hundred  a  year,  and  it  costs  that  sum  to  live, 
and  the  business  of  the  profession  is  daily  growins^  less. 
Many  go  out  a  maying,  and  more  to  see  the  girls. 

2.  Sunday.  Attend  meeting.  Dine  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s 
and  take  tea  at  Judge  Paine’s.  Am  invited  to  take  a  part 
in  the  ceremony  of  marriage  of  William  Pratt,  Esq.,  of 
Shrewsbury,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sikes  of  Worcester.  De¬ 
cline  tlie  appointment  on  account  of  removal. 

3.  Monda3u  Attend  court,  which  is  yet  in  session. 
Rains  all  day.  Am  invited  to  go  to  Barre,  and  have  the 
promise  of  enough  to  live  u})on. 

4.  May  training,  and  rains  all  day  ;  and  soldiers  appear 
bad  enough. 

5.  Wednesday.  Go  to  Barre  to  make  arrangements 
for  my  intended  remove  thither.  Reach  there  at  10  A.  M. 
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Received  politely  ;  take  tea  with  the  family  of  E.  James. 
Can  find  no  place  for  an  office. 

6.  Thursday.  Dine  at  E.  James,  Es(p  ;  make  a  fruit¬ 
less  search  for  an  office,  and  Brother  Seth  Lee  darkens, the 
prospect  by  the  prediction  of  my  starvation.  Call  on  Mr. 
Wadsworth  and  return  to  Worcester,  carrying  with  me  his 
son,  Charles  Wadsworth,  student  at  law  in  the  office  of 
Davis  &  Allen.  Reach  Worcester  at  8  o’clock  in  eveniiur. 

7.  Friday.  My  friends  are  amazed  at  my  determina¬ 
tion,  but  most  approve  it.  Make  settlements  with  })eople. 

8.  Saturda3U  Attend  court.  Prepare  for  my  removal. 

9.  Sunday.  Do  not  attend  meetins;.  Dine  with  Wm. 
M.  ToAvne,  Esrp,  and  take  tea  Avith  Judge  Paine. 

10.  Monday.  Attend  court  and  prosecute  arrange¬ 
ments  for  my  departure. 

11.  Tuesday.  Pleasant.  Take  leaA'^e  of  the  people. 

12.  Wednesday.  Take  stage  for  Barre.  Have  lived 
in  Worcester  seven  years  on  the  19th  of  June  next  com¬ 
ing,  and  they  have  all  been  years  of  great  happiness. 
Reach  Barre  at  5  o’clock,  and  commence  boarding  Avith 
Archibald  Black,  Esq.,  at  nine  shillings  per  Aveek.  Take 
tea  at  E.  James,  Esq.  This  is  the  da}^  of  my  removal 
from  Worcester  to  Barre.  There  are  noAV  three  laAvyers  in 
the  place — Eleazer  James,  Esq.,  Hon.  Nathaniel  Houghton 
and  Seth  Lee,  Esq. 

13.  Thursday.  A  very  rainy,  cold  day,  and  I  am 
almost  disheartened  at  the  prospect  before  me.  I  can 
procure  no  place  for  an  office,  and  no  one  is  Avilling  to  hcli) 
me. 

14.  Veiy  cold  and  rainy,  and  no  office  can  be  found. 
Am  informed  that  LcAvis  BigeloAV  of  Petersham  has  made 
arrangements  to  remove  to  this  ])lace  Avith  the  vienv  of 
opening  an  office  here. 
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15.  Pleasant,  but  cold.  Make  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Hathaway  to  build  me  an  office  for  $25  rent,  first  year ; 
and  $20  per  annum  afterwards  ;  to  be  completed  June  1. 
Charles  Allen  &  wife  come  in  town. 

16.  Pleasant.  Attend  meeting  all  day  &  stare  at  the 
people  and  they  at  me.  Take  tea  at  Mr.  James’  and  pass 
the  evening  there. 

17.  Monday.  Mr._  Allen  returns  to  Worcester  and 
Mr.  James  goes  to  Boston.  Rains  all  day.  I  read  Angel’s 
treatise  on  the  "Law  of  Limitation.’’ 

18.  Cold.  Ride  on  horseback  with  Miss  James. 

19.  Wednesday.  Read  Angel  and  receive  several 
letters  from  Worcester  and  answer  them. 

20.  Thursday.  Cold.  Read  Angel. 

21.  Pleasant.  Ride  on  horseback  with  Miss  James, 
&  go  a  hunting  with  Mr.  Ezra  Jones. 

22.  The  weather  is  so  cold  as  to  ruin  fruit  and  many 
kinds  of  vegetables  ;  people  sit  by  the  fire  in  the  middle  of 
the  day. 

23.  The  ground  freezes  during  the  night  and  great 
destruction  is  made  with  fruit  and  grain  and  almost  every 
kind  of  vegetable.  Attend  meeting  all  day ;  Rev.  Mr. 
[Alpheus]  Harding  preaches,  of  New  Salem.  Attend  a 
Justice  Court. 

24.  Monday.  Read  Davis’ "  Justice.’’  Cold. 

25.  Tuesday.  Read  same  and  make  marginal  notes. 
Ride  oiit  with  Miss  J. 

26.  Wednesday.  Election  Day.  Eat  cake.  See  the 
people  play  ball  and  attend  a  horse  race.  Walk  in  evenino- 
to  Deacon  Holden’s  Avith  Miss  James  and  Miss  Thompsom 

27.  Jhuisday.  Read  Davis’  "Justice”  and  Jefferson’s 
works. 
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2<S.  Friday.  Read  Davis’  "Justice”  &  Jefferson’s 
works.  The  weather  is  yet  cold. 

29.  Rains  all  day.  Read  Jefferson’s  works. 

oO.  Rains  all  day.  Attend  meeting  all  day ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Wellington  of  Templeton  preaches.  It  is  very  warm. 

81.  Cold  and  very  pleasant.  Attend  the  raising  of 
Ezekiel  lYilliams’  harn,  being  the  largest  in  town. 

June,  1830. 

1.  Tuesday.  Rains  all  day.  Attend  to  the  finishing 
my  office. 

2.  Pleasant.  Go  to  IVestminster  for  Abel  Rice  on  jn'o- 
fessional  business.  Get  back  at  8  and  g-o  in  &  see  a 
dancing  party  at  the  public  house.  In  the  morning  get 
my  things  into  my  new  office  and — 

3.  Thursday — put  them  up  and  study  law,  and  read 
the  story  of  "Paul  and  Virginia.” 

4.  Pleasant  and  cold.  Receive  a  great  quantity  of  cake 
from  W“  Pratt,  Esq.,  of  Shrewsbury,  Avho  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sikes  on  25th  May.  Take  tea  at  Mr.  Ezra 
Jones’  and  ride  on  horseback  with  Miss  James  to  Peters¬ 
ham.  In  the  evening  serenade  a  Mr.  Rice,  who  Avas 
married  jmsterday.  This  is  customary  here  to  pay  a  salute 
to  those  embark®  in  matrimony.  He  gets  up  and  enter¬ 
tains  the  company. 

5.  Study  law  all  day.  It  is  cold. 

(i.  Rains  all  day.  Attend  meeting  and  hear  Mr. 
[James  J  Thompson.  He  preaches  better  than  any  of 
his  neighbors.  Call  on  him  in  evening. 

7.  This  is  the  last  day  of  service  for  June  court.  I 
make  no  writs.  Little  business  anyAvhere,  &  of  that  have 
little  &  expect  little. 
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8.  Riiiny,  and  hails  in  the  afternoon.  Tlie  orthodox 
clergy  congregate  at  Mr.  Storrs’  meeting  house  this  day, 
and  preach  from  2.0  P.  M.  to  6  in  the  evening!  Read 
law  and  a  "  Year  in  Spain  ”  ;  a  very  interesting  volume  of 
travels  by  a  young  American.  It  is  a  clever  book.  In 
the  evening  hear  Rev.  Parsons  Cook  of  Ware  preach  a 
sermon  on  ''Intemperance.”  It  is  a  most  intemperate  pro¬ 
duction  &  is  one  hour  &  half  in  length  ;  well  written  & 
dehl 

9.  Cool  and  pleasant.  Alexander  Hamilton  calls  on 
me.  Spend  the  afternoon  at  Mr.  James’  and  hear  Mary’s 
musick.  Miss  Ellen  Bigelow  of  Petersham  and  Miss 
Martha  Wilson  are  there.  Take  tea  there. 

10.  Rains  plentifully  during  the  whole  forenoon  ;  in 
afternoon  showers.  Study  laAV  all  day. 

11.  Very  pleasant.  Read  DL  Channing’s  Election 
Sermon.  Very  fine.  Ride  Avith  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  to 
Clark’s  factory.  Last  night  the  aurora  borealis  exhibited 
very  remarkable  phenomena.  About  nine  o’clock  in 
the  evening  the  "  northern  lights  ”  began  to  shine  Avith 
unusual  brightness.  Bright  streams  of  light  Avould  start 
from  the  northern  horizon  &  rush  up  almost  to  the 
zenith  and  then  instantly  disappear ;  these  coruscations 
rapidly  succeeded  each  other  and  had  also  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  travelling  to  the  south  Avest.  Immediately  after 
the  streams  of  light  appeared  brightest,  a  very  bright 
belt  or  band,  like  a  rainboAV,  came  up  out  of  the 
northeast  and  extended  itself  to  the  opposite  horizon. 
It  appeared  at  an  elevation  of  about  45°  and  moved  rapidl}^ 
to  the  south  Avest.  It  resembled  very  much  the  appearance 
of  a  like  phenomenon  in  Sept,  of  182(1.  Many  people  here 
are  greatly  alarmed  and  think  it  the  forerunner  of  some 
torrilde  calamity.  It  Avas  liglit  enough  to  be  able  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  the  hour  by  the  Avatch,  and  continued  so  for 
near  half  an  hour.  The  streamers  Avere  so  thick  and 
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l)i’ight  a.s  to  resemble  a  shower  of  fire.  The  scene  is  very 
splendid. 

12.  Rainy.  Study  law. 

13.  Rainy  and  warm.  Attend  meeting.  Rev.  Mr. 
[fJohn  M.]  Merrick  of  Hardwick  preaches.  Like  him. 
In  the  evening  walk  down  to  the  Hon.  Nathl  Jones’. 

14.  Pleasant.  Study  law.  Ride  on  horseljack  with 
Miss  J.  Take  tea  at  Mr.  Thompson’s. 

15.  Veiy  pleasant,  and  warmest  day.  Studj^  law. 

16.  Warm.  Ride  to  Templeton  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Thompson.  Association  meet.  Mr.  [Ezekiel  L.]  Basconi 
of  Ashby  preaches.  Dine  at  Mr.  Wellington’s  and  take 
tea  at  Mr.  Walker’s.  Showers  in  afternoon.  Return  at 
evening. 

17.  Anniversary  of  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Very  warm. 
Study  law.  Get  boots  footed  and  paj^  Jonas  Smith  three 
dollars  for  same.  Ride  on  horseback  in  evenino;  with  Miss 
James.  This  day  a  public  dinner  is  given  Hon.  John 
Davis  of  Worcester  for  his  speech  in  Congress. 

18.  Study  law  all  day. 

19.  Rainy.  Study  law.  Am  invited  to  deliver  an 
oration  on  Julv  3rd  in  this  town.  Consent.  Last  niMit 
T  \vent  to  serenade  Mr.  Harwood,  who  has  been  recently 
married.  Have  a  ])leasant  time. 

20.  Rains.  Attend  meeting.  Hear  Rev.  Mr.  Thoiii})- 
son. 

21.  Rains  all  day.  Go  to  Worcester  in  stage.  Reach 
tliere  at  ten  o’clock.  Dine  with  Hon.  Judee  Paine.  Am 
invited  to  spend  the  week  at  Hon.  John  Davis’. 

22.  Pleasant.  Attend  court.  Visit  the  })eople  &  find 
old  friends.  Have  a  pleasant  time.  Take  tea  with 
Charles  Allen,  Esq. 
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23.  Attend  court.  Dine  with  Charles  Allen,  Es(j. 
Settle  with  my  old  clients. 

24.  Pleasant.  Glo  to  Barre.  Take  tea  at  Mr.  James  . 

25.  Pleasant.  Ride  on  horseback  with  Miss  James. 

26.  Engage  in  writing  an  oration  for  the  coming  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

27.  Warm.  Attend  meeting.  Rev.  Mr.  [Thomas 
Russell]  Sullivan  of  Keene  preaches.  Take  tea  with  him 
in  the  evening  at  Mr.  James’s. 

28.  Writing  an  oration,  and  a  dull  time  I  have  of  it, 
having  been  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
not  to  mention  Jackson  or  anti-Jacksonism,  Adams,  Clay, 
or  Calhoun,  masonry  or  anti-masonry,  orthodoxy  or  her¬ 
esy,  nor  anything  touching  politics,  religion  or  domestic 
life. 

29.  Finish  my  oration  which  is  fifty  minutes  long. 

30.  Very  warm. 


July,  1830. 

1.  Pleasant.  Study  law,  and  employ  myself  in  com¬ 
mitting  my  speech  to  memory. 

2.  My  friend  Otis  C.  Wheeler  from  Worcester  arrives 
in  town.  Misses  Walker  from  Templeton  and  Rebecca 
Wellington.  Spend  the  evening  at  Mr.  Thompson’s. 

3.  Cloudy  and  intensely  warm.  Rains  a  little  in  the 
morning  and  about  4  o’clock  rains  again.  Deliver  my 
speech,  it  being  Saturday.  The  meeting-house  is  crowded, 
and  about  200  sit  down  at  the  table,  which  is  spread  under 
a  bower.  Everything  goes  off  well  &  happily.  Nothing 
trans})ires  to  mar  the  festivities  of  the  day.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  take  tea  at  Mr.  Thompson’s. 
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4.  Very  pleasant.  Attend  niectiiifi  in  forenoon.  Mr. 
Thompson  preaches.  Mr.  ’VMheeler  returns  to  AAorcestcr. 

5.  In  the  afternoon  the  ladies  give  a  public  tea  party 
in  the  same  bower  which  was  used  on  Saturday.  One 
hundred  and  thirty  partake  and  about  the  same  number  of 
gentlemen.  Many  excellent  toasts  were  given.  Musick 
follows  each  toast  and  the  whole  goes  off  very  pleasantly. 
I  have  never  seen  so  many  pretty  faces  together  before. 
The  ladies  contributed  as  each  one  felt  disposed.  Some 
brought  cake,  some  pies,  some  cherries,  others  furniture 
for  the  table,  and  all,  good  feelings  and  cheerful  faces  and 
merry  hearts.  Seth  Lee,  Esq.,  delivers  a  speech  in  the 
evening  on  temperance  in  the  brick  meeting-house  and  has 
fifteen  hearers. 

(1.  It  is  very  pleasant.  In  the  eve  walk  np  to  Mr. 
Jenkins’s  with  Miss  James,  and  Malissa  Walker  of  Temple¬ 
ton  and  Miss  Thompson. 

7.  Miss  James  leaves  town  for  the  Springs  and  Miss 
Louisa  Thompson  for  New  York  city. 

S.  Rains  all  day.  Furnish  an  account  of  the  celelira- 
tion  of  the  3d  &  5th  for  the  Worcester  papers,  and  read 
the  ''Letters  of  Lord  Littleton.” 

9.  Very  warm  and  pleasant.  Procure  Mr.  Jones’ 
horse  and  ride  to  Templeton  on  horseback.  Reach  there 
at  4  o’clock.  Find  family  all  well. 

10.  Go  fishing  with  father  and  Mr.  E.  Bruce.  Go  in  a 
boat  and  return  at  noon,  having  caught  about  an  hundred, 
l>eing  perch,  pickerel,  and  bream.  In  the  afternoon  go  a 
hTintino;,  but  do  not  have  much  success. 

11.  Pleasant.  Take  a  long  walk  with  Jonathan  and 
examine  places  of  resort  in  our  youth  and  call  u})  many 
reminiscences. 

12.  Cloudy  all  day.  Hunt  for  pigeons.  The  woods 
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are  thick  with  them,  but  they  are  in  the  to})s  of  pines  and 
so  beyond  the  reach  of  shot.  Take  tea  with  Capt.  Joseph 
Davis. 

13.  Leave  for  Barre.  Rains  all  day.  Dine  with  Col. 
Artemas  Lee  in  his  new  house  with  his  new  wife.  Everj^- 
thing  snug  and  favorable.  Reach  Barre  at  4  o’clock,  very 
well  Avet. 

14.  Pleasant  and  warm.  Read  the  "Letters  of  Lord 
Littleton  ”  and  study  law. 

15.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Read  law  and  the  North 
American  Revietv.  This  is  the  first  number  under  the  new 
Editor,  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett.  His  predecessor  Avas 
Rev.  Jared  Sparks. 

16.  The  Avarmest  day  of  the  season  thus  far.  Finish 
N.  A.  Review. 

17.  Very  Avarm.  Study  laAV. 

18.  Very  warm.  No  meeting.  Mr.  Thompson  preaches 
at  Athol.  Do  not  attend  any  meeting.  I  am  informed 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Storrs  of  the  Orthodox  society,  preaches 
a  very  pointed  sermon,  rebuking  all  classes  of  societ}^  for 
their  sins. 

19.  VeryAvarm.  Much  excitement  prevails  on  account 
of  the  abusive  sermon  of  Mr.  Storrs. 

20.  Intolerably  Avarm.  Read  the  first  vol.  of  "Tom. 
Jones  ”  and  am  exceedingly  entertained.  Invited  to  tea  at 
Mr.  Thompson’s. 

21.  Very  Avarm.  Read  second  vol.  of  "Tom.  Jones.” 
Col.  Crane  of  the  army  visits  toAvn.  His  Avife  Avas  of  this 
toAvn,  Miss  Charlotte  Ranger. 

22.  Very  Avarm.  This  is  the  eighth  successive  day  of 
extremely  Avarm  Aveather.  There  has  been  no  rain  in  all 
that  time  and  the  earth  has  become  parched  Avith  the  heat. 
The  thermometer  has  been  as  high  as  88°  each  day  and 
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rarely  ever  rises  above  that  point.  Setli  Gates,  lal)orer, 
this  day  dies  of  the  heat. 

23.  Very  warm,  tho’  a  pleasant  breeze  blows  all  da3^ 
Bradford  Sumner,  Esq.,  of  Boston  comes  in  to’wn  to  attend 
a  Reference.  Isaac  Goodwin  &  wife  arrived  in  town  last 
night  from  the  Springs  and  are  now  on  their  return  home 
to  Worcester.  T[imothy]  W.  Bancroft,  Deputy  Sheriff, 
also  calls  on  me. 

24.  Quite  comfortable  weather. 

25.  Very  warm.  Attend  meeting  cfe  Rev.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son.  In  the  afternoon  several  showers  come  up  and  it 
becomes  cooler.  Hon.  Isaac  Parker,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Commonwealth,  dies  this  day  at  his  residence  in  Boston, 
aged  62,  of  apoplexy. 

26.  Rains  all  day. 

27.  Rainy.  I  go  hunting  with  Ezra  Jones  &  kill 
nothing  worth  bringing  home.  I  subscribe  for  the  Juris¬ 
prudent  and  send  the  price  ($3.)  to  Boston,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Lee. 


28. 

Cloudy  with  some  rain. 

29. 

Pleasant. 

Read  law  &  Christian  Examiner. 

30. 

Pleasant. 

Study  law. 

31. 

Pleasant. 

Have  a  court  before  N.  IIouA 

O 

Esq.,  and  take  tea  at  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson’s. 

August,  1830. 

1.  Warm.  Attend  meeting  all  day.  Rev.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  preaches.  There  is  great  excitement  in  town  among 
the  orthodox  de  breaches  of  the  Sabljath.  Many  are 
threatened  with  "breaches  of  the  Sabbath  ’’  prosecutions. 

2.  Very  pleasant.  I  work  for  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  in 
getting  in  his  hay.  Kill  a  skunk  and  get  perfumed. 
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3.  Pleasant.  Study  law.  Read  the  history  of  Saco 
and  Biddeford  by  Geo.  Folsom,  Esq.,  and  am  well  enter¬ 
tained  with  it. 

4.  Pleasant.  Work  for  Mr.  Thompson  and  take  tea  at 
his  house  with  Rev.  Jesse  Chickering  now  preaching  at 
Oakham. 

5.  Pleasant.  Study  law  and  read  newspapers.  Rev. 
James  W.  Thompson,  son  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson  of  this 
town,  arrives.  He  is  settled  at  Natick. 

6.  Study  law  and  read  Abbot’s  "History  of  Andover.” 
Am  called  on  by  Rev.  Mr.  Merrick  of  Hardwick. 

7.  Have  a  court  before  Lyman  Sibley,  Esq.  Read 
law  and  Jefferson’s  works,  and  in  the  afternoon  take  tea 
at  Seth  Holden’s  with  the  parson’s  family.  My  friend 
William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  of  Worcester  calls  on  me  in  the 
evening.  Talk  with  him  till  one  o’clock. 

8.  Very  warm.  Attend  meeting  and  Mr.  Lincoln 
with  me.  Rev.  James  W.  Thompson,  Jr.,  of  Natick 
preaches  and  very  acceptably.  Mr.  Lincoln  returns. 

9.  Cool.  Study  law.  Afternoon  ride  to  HarcLvick 
with  Ezra  Jones  and  roll  ninepins  with  Col.  Billings,  who 
informs  me  he  catches  from  forty  to  fifty  foxes  each  win¬ 
ter,  and  that  he  had  one  hound  with  which  he  had  taken 
above  four  hundred. 

10.  Study  law.  Mary  James  returns  from  her  journey 
to  the  Springs,  whither  she  has  been  with  Charles  Allen, 
Esq.,  and  his  wife.  Mrs.  Young  also  arrives  in  torvn  from 
Boston. 

11.  Pleasant.  Dine  at  Mr.  James’s.  Study  law. 
Charles  Wadsworth,  Esq.,  calls  on  me.  He  has  concluded 
to  remove  from  Natick  and  establish  himself  in  Lowell. 

12.  George  IV.  died  on  26th  June  &  ^Villiam  IV.  is 
proclaimed.  I  give  Wadsworth  letters  of  introduction  to 
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Dr.  Bartlett  and  John  P.  Robinson,  Esq.,  of  Lowell.  He 
returns  to  Worcester.  Rev.  Alexander  Young  of  Boston 
comes  in  town. 

13.  Pa}^  Mr.  Arch.  Black  my  first  quarter’s  board.  It 
is  eighteen  dollars.  Ride  out  on  horseback  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Young  and  Rev.  James  W.  Thompson.  Miss  Seraphina 
Gates  arrives  in  town  ex  Montreal.  Spend  evening  at 
Rev.  Mr.  Thompson’s. 

14.  Study  law  and  read  Jefferson’s  works.  Walk 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Young. 

15.  Very  warm  &  in  afternoon  rains.  Dine  with 
Mr.  Ezra  Jones  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Bancroft  of  Montreal.  Take  tea  there  also. 

1(1.  This  is  the  last  day  of  service  and  business  is  very 
dull. 

17.  Probate  Court.  Spend  much  of  the  day  with 
Judge  Paine.  Walk  out  with  him,  and  spend  the  evening 
with  him. 

18.  Pleasant.  Unitarian  association  meet  here  today. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hill  from  Worcester  is  present  and  preaches. 
Informs  me  that  he  has  been  to  Princeton  &  engaged  him¬ 
self  to  Miss  Clark,  niece  of  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  of  that  place. 
Am  invited  to  dine  with  the  venerable  clergy.  There  are 
present  Rev.  Mr.  [Luther]  Wilson  of  Petersham,  Mr. 
Wellington  of  Templeton,  Mr.  Noyes  of  Brookfield,  Mr. 
Jones  of  Hub])ardston,  Mr.  Chickering  of  Oakham,  Mr. 
Bascom  of  Ashby,  Mr.  [John  M.]  Merrick  of  Hardwick, 
Mr.  Young  of  Boston  &  Mr.  Thompson  of  Natick.  Take 
tea  at  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson’s. 

19.  Mr.  Young  &  Mr.  Thompson  leave  town.  Study 
law.  Walk  in  evening  with  Miss  James  &  Miss  Houghton. 

20.  Study  law. 

21.  Have  a  court  before  Seth  Lee,  Esq.  Sam.  E. 
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Dickenson,  Esq.,  of  Amherst,  appears  against  me.  In  the 
afternoon  I  walk  to  Templeton.  Take  tea  at  Lovell 
Walker’s,  Esq.  Walk  to  my  father’s  in  evening. 

22.  Spend  the  day  with  my  father.  My  brother  Jona¬ 
than  is  presented  this  morning  l)y  his  wife  with  a  fine  boy. 
lie  has  six  daughters  living,  &  this  is  his  first  boy.  A 
very  heavy  shower  falls  in  the  eve®. 

23.  I  hunt  pigeons  all  day. 

24.  Hunt  all  day,  and  take  tea  with  Capt.  Jos.  Davis. 

25.  Mr.  Ezra  Jones  of  Barre  comes  after  me.  We 
spend  the  forenoon  in  hunting  and  the  afternoon  in  fishing. 
Jonathan  ffoes  with  us.  We  take  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  perch  in  three  hours,  and  return  to  Barre. 

2(1.  A  very  cold  day,  with  a  great  wind. 

27.  Study  law.  A  copious  rain  in  the  night. 

28.  I  go  to  Hubbardston  to  attend  a  justice  court,  and 
have  others  to  attend  at  Barre. 

29.  Kev.  Jesse  Chickering  of  Oakham  preaches;  now 
a  candidate  at  Oakham.  I  dine  at  Mr.  James’. 

30.  Go  to  Worcester  to  attend  court.  Have  a  pleasant 
[time]  with  my  friends.  I  am  invited  to  pass  the  week  at 
Hon.  John  Davis’  with  my  friend  William  Lincoln,  Esq. 

31.  Attend  court,  &c. 

September,  1830. 

1.  I  attend  court.  Attend  a  party  in  the  evening. 

2.  Attend  court.  Visit  friends. 

3.  Attend  court.  Take  tea  at  C.  Allen’s,  Esq. 

4.  Kctnrn  to  Barre.  The  week  has  l)een  most  pleas¬ 
antly  ]iasscd.  Only  270  actions  entered  in  court,  the 
smallest  number  knoAvn  for  several  years. 
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5.  Attend  meeting  and  dine  with  the  family  of  Eleazer 
James,  Esq.  Learn  that  Charles  Wadsworth  has  deter¬ 
mined  to  establish  himself  as  a  lawyer  in  Barre.  He  went 
first  to  Natick  and  then  to  Lowell,  and  has  noAv  come  to 
this  town,  his  native  place. 

fi.  Rains  all  day.  Study  law. 

7.  Wadsworth  calls  on  me,  and  states  his  determination 
to  remain  in  town.  I  offer  to  sell  to  him  and  we  quickly 
come  to  an  agreement.  He  gives  me  three  hundred  dollars, 
pays  my  rent  from  1st  of  June,  takes  all  my  furniture  at 
cost  and  pays  me  m}^  costs  on  my  justice  business  that  is 
unfinished,  and  engages  to  pay  over  to  me  all  the  money 
he  shall  receive  for  his  services  in  his  profession  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  year  beyond  the  sum  of  $550.  A  written 
agreement  is  entered  into  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
William  Robinson,  Dep.  Sheriff,  who  is  to  examine  Wads¬ 
worth’s  books  and  ascertain  the  amount  that  may  be  my 
due. 

8.  Rains  all  day.  Wadsworth  takes  possession  of  the 
office  and  enters  upon  business. 

9.  Settle  up  my  ljusiness  and  spend  the  day  in  hunting 
with  Mr.  Black. 

10.  Go  to  Worcester,  and  in  the  afternoon  to  Sutton 
to  see  Jonas  L.  Sibley,  who  proposed  to  me  to  become  his 
partner.  We  settle  the  terms,  to  wit:  an  equal  division 
of  the  office  business,  I  to  pay  no  rent,  and  in  making 
deeds,  contracts  and  the  like,  each  to  take  the  fees  to 
himself. 

11.  Stay  with  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  at  Hon.  John 
Davis’.  Ride  to  Templeton  with  Daniel  Henshaw,  Es(p, 
and  reach  my  father’s  at  4  in  the  afternoon. 

13.  Hunt  pigeons,  and  fire  at  many  and  kill  very  few. 

14.  Hunting  all  day  and  have  pretty  good  luck. 
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15.  Hunt  as  before,  and  am  reprimanded  bj  Mr.  Geo. 
W.  Bryant  for  killing  what  he  calls  his  pigeons.  They 
are  on  my  father’s  land  and  far  from  his  bed. 

16.  I  am  informed  Mr.  Asa  Hosmer,  Jr.,  has  caught 
al)ove  a  thousand  dozen  during  the  present  summer.  Mr. 
Bryant  and  John  Hancock  have  caught  half  as  many  more. 
They  take  them  in  nets  and  find  a  market  for  them  in 
Boston.  They  sell  at  from  25  cts.  to  a  dollar  per  dozen. 

17.  Centennial  celebration  in  Boston.  I  go  to  Barre 
and  carry  Miss  Malissa  Walker.  Dine  at  Mr.  James’ ; 
take  tea  there,  and  spend  the  night  at  Mr.  Black’s. 

18.  Dine  at  Mr.  -James’  and  return  to  Templeton  in  the 
afternoon  and  take  tea  at  Mr.  Walker’s.  Reach  home  in 
the  evening. 

19.  Attend  meeting  all  day,  and  dine  Avith  Col. 
Artemas  Lee,  and  sup  Avith  Capt.  Joseph  Davis. 

20.  Spent  the  day  in  hnnting  and  fishing. 

21.  Regimental  mnster  at  Templeton.  I  attend.  Dine 
at  Col.  Lee’s.  See  many  foolish  things  to  laugh  at,  and 
nothing  more  laughable  than  the  dress  parade  and  flum¬ 
mery  of  the  officers  and  soldiers.  Return  home  in  the 
afternoon  satisfied. 

22.  Spent  the  day  in  hnnting  and  fishing  &  have  tolera¬ 
ble  Inck. 

I  spend  the  remainder  of  the  month  Avith  my  fatlier  in 
riding  about  and  in  hunting,  fishing  and  visiting. 

October,  1 830. 

1.  Pleasant  Aveather. 

2.  Father  carries  me  to  Hnbbardston,  Avhen  he  returns 
and  I  go  to  Worcester  in  the  stage.  Put  up  Avith  IVilliam 
Lincoln,  EsAp,  Avho  is  boarding  with  Hon.  John  Davis. 
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3.  Attend  meeting  at  Worcester  and  in  the  evening 
call  on  His  Ex.  Gov.  Lincoln.  Meet  the  Hon.  Sam. 
Hoar  of  Concord  there  and  J.  H.  Ashmun,  Esq.,  Professor 
of  Law  in  Har.  University. . 

4.  Spend  the  day  in  visiting  friends. 

5.  Attend  court,  being  the  law  term.  Hon.  Lemuel 
Shaw,  the  new  Chief  Justice,  is  present  for  the  first  time. 
His  appearance  is  good  and  is  so  far  popular  with  the  l)ar. 
Dine  with  the  Hon.  Judo;e  Paine. 

(i.  Today  I  am  admitted  a  Counsillor  to  practice  at 
this  court.  Return  to  Templeton  in  the  afternoon  witli  the 
Hon.  Lovell  'Walker  and  take  supper  at  his  house,  and 
reach  home  at  11  in  the  eveninof. 

7.  The  weather  has  been  perfectly  fair,  without  any 
rain,  since  the  9th  of  September;  hardly  a  cloud  has 
appeared  in  the  sky  any  day ;  today  it  is  cloudy  and 
appears  like  rain.  I  visit  Uncle  Cooper  Sawyer,  with  my 
father,  who  is  dangerously  sick. 

8.  Cloudy. 

9.  Rains  in  the  afternoon. 

10.  I  do  not  attend  meeting.  Remain  at  home  and 
read  North  Asmerican  Review.  Cooper  Sawyer  dies  this 
day.  He  was  born  at  Sterling,  Nov.  14,  1708,  making 
him  sixty-two  years  of  age. 

11.  Rainy.  Remain  at  home. 

12.  Attend  the  funeral  of  Uncle  Cooper  Sawyer  and 
prepare  to  go  a  journey. 

13.  Cloudy,  and  at  night  rains.  I  set  off  in  company 
with  my  father.  We  pass  thro’  Winchendon,  Royalston, 
Eitzwilliam,  Troy,  Swansey,  Keene,  and  in  Surrey  stay 
all  night. 

14.  Cloudy,  and  at  noon  begins  to  rain.  We  pass  to- 
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day  out  of  Surrey  into  Walpole,  thro’  Westminster,  Rock¬ 
ingham,  by  Saxton  village,  through  Grafton,  Windham, 
Londonderry  to  Landgrove,  on  the  top  of  the  Green 
Mountains,  where  we  remain  all  night. 

15.  Rainy  in  forenoon,  but  fair  in  afternoon.  We 
leave  Landgrove  and  pass  thro’  Peru,  Winhall,  Manchester, 
Dorset,  Rupert,  Powlet  to  Granville,  where  we  remain  all 
night. 

16.  Pleasant.  Leaving  Granville,  we  enter  Whitehall, 
at  the  south  end  of  Lake  Champlain,  thence  we  pass  south 
into  Fort  Ann,  where  I  am  taken  for  a  minister,  and  we 
put  up  for  the  night. 

17.  Very  pleasant.  We  pass  from  Fort  Ann  to 
(^ueensbury,  in  which  town  are  Glen’s  Falls,  which  we 
visit,  &  pass  thence  through  Sandy  Hill,  which  is  in 
Kingsbury,  to  Fort  Edward,  and  over  the  Hudson  to 
Moreau,  thro’  Northumberland  and  Wilton  to  Saratoga 
Springs,  and  put  up  at  the  Columbian  Hall. 

18.  From  the  Springs  we  pass  thro’  Malta,  by  way  of 
Dunning  Street  to  Half  Moon,  thro’  Mechanicville  to 
Werford  by  the  Cohoes  Falls  on  the  Mohawk,  through 
Watervliet  to  Albany.  In  the  afternoon  it  rains  and  here 
we  remain  all  night. 

19.  We  take  the  steamboat  "Albany,”  at  6  in  the 
morning,  reach  the  City  of  New  York  a  little  before  7  in 
the  evening.  We  have  a  pleasant  ride.  We  attend  the 
Park  Theatre  in  the  evening. 

20.  We  spend  the  day  in  visiting  places  of  interest 
and  curiosity  in  the  city,  &  in  the  evening  go  to  the 
theatre. 

21.  We  leave  New  York  at  6  A.  M.,  in  the  steamboat 
"  Thistle,”  for  Philadelphia,  Land  at  New  Brunswick  and 
take  stage  to  Trenton,  by  Princeton.  Reach  Philadelphia 
at  6  in  the  evening,  &  attend  Chestnut  Street  Theatre. 
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22.  Pleasapt.  fspend  the  day  in  visiting  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  in  the  evening  attend  the  Arch  Street 
Theatre. 

23.  At  7  A.  M.  we  leave  for  New  York,  and  take  the 
steamboat  'Philadelphia”  and  land  at  Bordentown,  and 
pass  by  stage  thence  to  Washington,  and  thence  by  steam- 
l)oat  to  New  York,  and  in  the  evening  attend  the  theatre. 

24.  Leave  NeAv  York  at  8  A.  M.  in  the  steamboat 
"Albany,”  and  reach  Alban}^  at  9  in  the  evening. 

25.  Leave  Albany  and  pass  through  Greenbush, 
Schodac,  Nassau,  NeAV  Lebanon  Springs  into  Hancock, 
Avhere  Ave  remain  durino^  the  nio-ht. 

26.  We  leave  Hancock,  and  pass  through  Lanesboro, 
Cheshire,  Savoy,  height  of  the  Green  Mountains,  thence 
into  Plainfield,  and  through  HaAvley  and  Buckland  to 
Shelburne  Falls  &  put  up. 

27.  We  passthrough  Shelburne,  Greenfield,  Montague, 
Erving,  Grant,  Orange,  Athol,  Royalston  to  Templeton. 
Our  expenses  have  been  about  forty  dollars  for  each. 

28.  Learn  that  Levi  Bruce  died  on  the  14th,  the  day 
after  Ave  left. 

29.  30  &  31,  I  spend  in  preparing  to  remove  to  Sutton. 

November.,  1830. 

1.  I  get  my  things  in  readiness  to  leave  toAvn  to¬ 
morrow. 

2.  Take  the  stage  for  Worcester.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Walker  goes  Avith  me.  Have  a  pleasant  ride.  She  is 
going  to  make  a  visit  to  Mr.  [Alfred  DAvight]  Foster’s  in 
Worcester.  I  take  tea  there  with  her. 

I  take  dinner  and  tea  Avith  my  friend  W^  Lincoln,  at 
Maj.  DaAus’,  and  spend  the  day  in  visiting  my  friends. 
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4.  I  dine  at  the  Hon.  Judge  Paine’s,^  and  take  tea  at 
Maj.  Davis’,  and  pay  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
one  dollar  for  my  father  on  account  of  alterations  made  in 
one  of  his  houses  that  has  been  insured. 

5.  Col.  Sam.  Ward  carries  me  to  Sutton,  where  I  am 
to  remain.  I  dine  with  Mr.  Sibley  and  remain  there  over 
night. 

G.  BcMimino:  of  a  storm.  Enter  the  office  with  Mr. 

to  to 

Sibley  and  spend  the  day  in  looking  over  old  pamphlets 
and  the  like. 

7.  Rainy.  Attend  meeting.  Hear  the  Rev.  Mr. 
[Osgood]  Herrick,  who  is  now  a  candidate  for  settlement 
at  Millbury  to  succeed  the  unlucky  and  disappointed  Rev. 
Mr.  [Joseph]  Goffe,  who  for  his  manifold  sins,  and  anti¬ 
masonry  among  the  rest,  has  been  ejected  from  his  pastoral 
charge. 

8.  Rainy.  Study  law  and  arrange  papers. 

9.  Rainy.  Am  thus  [far]  well  contented.  Spend  the 
day  in  arranging  papers. 

10.  Rainy.  Study  law. 

11.  Rainy.  Commence  boarding  at  noon  with  Mrs. 
March.  I  give  two  dollars  per  week,  including  washing. 
Dr.  [Artemas]  Bullard  brings  us  8J  feet  of  wood  fa)  $3  })er 
cord. 

12.  Rains  all  day.  Commence  reading  life  of  Lord 
Byron  l)y  Thom.  Moore. 

13.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents  during  the  night  and 
rained  most  of  the  day. 

14.  It  rains  all  day,  and  I  do  not  attend  meeting. 
Read  life  of  Byron.  It  is  a  very  pleasant  book.  No  one 
can  read  it  &  not  think  pretty  Avell  of  him.  He  has  fine  wit, 

1  Judge  Nathaniel  Paine  lived  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Main  and  Pleasant 
Streets.  The  house  Is  now  on  the  west  side  of  Salem  Street. 
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as  appears  from  letters  and  journals.  No  one  could  have 
doubted  this,  however,  who  had  read  his  Don  Juan,  & 
English  Bards,  &c.  This  Avill  do  away  the  stain  throAvn 
for  a  season  over  the  poet’s  fame  by  the  iniquitous  pub¬ 
lication  of  Leigh  Hunt.  I  thought  otherwise  tho’  Avhen 
I  read  that  felloAv’s  book.  It  is  an  ingenious  but  most 
malignant  libel. 

15.  It  rains  yet!  and,  d -  me,  I  believe  it  [will] 

never  stop  raining.  I  ride  doAvn  to  Millbury  Avith  Mr. 
Sibley.  I  purchase  me  a  pair  of  shoes  &  get  measured  for 
boots.  I  get  tAvo  reams  of  pa})er  from  Gen'  Burbank’s 
paper  factory,  one  of  letter  and  the  other  foolscap;  $3.00 
for  the  foolscap  and  $2.75  for  the  letter.  This  is  partner¬ 
ship  stock. 

16.  Study  laAv  and  read  Lord  Byron’s  life.  I  am  more 
and  more  pleased  AAdth  this  book.  Moore  is  about  as  selfish 
in  making  it  as  BosAvell  Avas  in  Avriting  the  life  of  Johnson. 
But  I  like  a  minute  biography  of  a  famous  man  as  every¬ 
body  does  the  minute  geography  of  a  famous  city  or  battle 
ground. 

17.  The  sun  shines  I  the  first  time  too  since  I  have 
l)ecn  an  inhabitant  of  Sutton.  Jonas  A.  Hovey,  nepheAv 
of  Mr.  Sibley,  is  this  day  married  to  a  Miss  Waters  of 
Millbury  ;  glad  tisn’t  I. 

18.  I  study  laAv  all  day.  Mr.  Sibley  leaves  town  Avith 
the  vieAv  of  going  to  Woodstock  in  Vermont. 

19.  Study  laAv  and  read  life  of  Byron. 

20.  Make  Avrits  all  day.  Mr.  Sibley  returns  from 
Worcester,  postponing  his  journey  to  Windsor  for  a 
couple  of  Aveeks. 

21.  Very  pleasant.  I  go  to  meeting  in  forenoon. 
Hear  Rev.  Mr.  [John]  Maltby  for  the  first  time  ;  am  very 
Avell  pleased  Avith  him.  He  is  orthodox  or  Calvinistic. 
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22.  This  is  the  last  day  of  service  for  December  court. 

23.  Rains  all  day.  I  finish  reading  first  volume  of 
Moore’s  life  of  Byron  and  have  had  great  pleasure  in 
reading  it.  It  is  full  of  lively  and  pleasing  anecdotes  of 
the  distinguished  men  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived. 
Among  the  poets  are  Wordsworth,  Campbell,  Scott,  Hogg, 
Southey,  Shelly,  Leigh  Hunt,  besides  a  whole  troop  of 
statesmen,  divines  and  prose  writers. 

24.  Spend  the  evening  at  Capt.  Israel  Putnam’s  and 
play  whist  with  Dr.  [Ebenezer]  Peirce,  Le  Baron  Putnam 
and  his  sister  Mary. 

25.  Study  law  all  [day].  It  rains  copiously  and  the 
wind  blows  like  a  tornado. 

26.  Study  law. 

27.  Study  law. 

28.  Pleasant.  Spend  the  day  at  Mr.  Sibley’s  and  at 
the  office  in  as  Christianlike  way  as  I  could  without  going 
to  meeting. 

29.  Quarterly  meeting  of  Olive  Branch  Lodge.  Mr. 
Sibley  delivers  an  address. 

30.  It  snows  most  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  I  eat 
poached  eggs  with  Mr.  Sibley,  Dr.  [David  S.  C.  H.] 
Smith,  Mr.  Putnam  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

December,  1 830. 

1.  I  study  law. 

2.  Thanksgiving  Day.  Very  pleasant.  I  ride  to 
Worcester  &  have  Mr.  Sibley’s  horse  and  sulkey  ;  atteiiding 
at  Dr.  Bancroft’s  church.  Dine  with  George  T.  Rice  and  for 
first  time  see  his  l)oy,  which  he  calls  after  himself.  Take 
tea  with  Hon.  Judge  Paine  and  in  the  evening  call  on  Mr. 
Washburn  and  his  new  wife,  who  are  boarding  with  A.  D. 
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Foster,  Esq.,i  and  go  with  Miss  E.  Walker  of  Templeton 
to  hear  Mr.  Foster  deliver  a  lecture  on  the  proper  method 
to  read  history,  before  the  Worcester  Lyceum  ;  &  W. 
Lincoln  reads  an  interesting  memoir  of  the  life  of  old 
Gen'.  Gookin  of  Indian  memory,  it  being  a  part  of  his 
intended  history  of  Worcester.  Attend  a  party  at  Gov. 
Lincoln’s  and  have,  according  to  long  usage,  a  supper. 

3.  Cloudy  and  warm,  and  I  return  to  Sutton. 

4.  Cold  and  pleasant.  Have  a  trial  before  Mr.  Justice 
Tenney  and  prevail. 

5.  Pleasant.  Attend  meeting  in  afternoon  and  hear 
Rev.  Mr.  Maltby. 

6.  Dec.  Court  at  Worcester.  It  begins  to  snow  at  ten 
in  the  morning  and  continues  until  two  at  night  and  falls 
nearly  a  foot  in  depth  and  is  very  much  drifted.  We  are 
unable  to  start  for  Worcester  and  so  remain  at  home,  and 
in  the  evening  eat  a  very  great  quantity  of  poached  eggs 
and  out  of  a  vessel  not  to  be  named. 

7.  Cold.  I  go  to  Worcester  with  Mr.  Sibley.  The 
snow  has  fallen  about  eight  inches.  The  going  is  very 
bad.  At  Millbury  we  leave  our  wagon  and  take  a  sleigh. 
Reach  Worcester  about  one. 

8.  Three  hundred  actions  only  are  entered.  I  am 
invited  to  pass  the  week  with  Mr.  Wm.  Lincoln.  In  the 
evening  I  call  on  Mi's.  Washburn,  who  receives  company 
tonight  for  the  first  time. 

9.  Attend  court  all  day  ;  and  in  the  evening  play  at 
chess  with  Mrs.  Doctor  [John]  Green,  and  beat  her  and 
the  Doctor,  her  husband. 

10.  Attend  court ;  and  in  the  evening  go  to  a  party  at 

1  Alfred  Dwight  Foster’s  house  was  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  at  the  corner 
of  what  is  now  Foster  Street.  It  was  afterwards  known  for  several  years  as  the 
American  Temperance  House. 
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Isaac  Davis’,  Es(i.,  to  see  his  wife’s  sister,  Miss  Esta- 
brook  of  Royalstoii.  Dance  after  the  piano. 

11.  Spend  the  day  in  company  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 

12.  Do  not  attend  meeting.  Read  Rev.  Dr.  Harris’ 
history  of  Dorchester. 

13.  Attend  court.  Spend  the  evening  at  Sam’.  Jenni- 
son’s  in  playing  whist  and  backgammon.  Dine  at  Judge 
Paine’s. 

14.  Attend  court,  which  is  holden  this  week  l)y  Judge 
Strong.  Last  week  it  was  holden  by  Judge  Cummins. 

15.  It  rains  all  day  and  the  snow  mostly  disappears. 
An  interesting  trial  is  had  today  between  Db  Azor  R. 
Phelps,  Plff.,  and  Db  William  Workman,  Deft.,  both  of 
Shrewsbury.’  It  is  a  case  of  slander.  Jury  do  not  agree. 

16.  Cold.  I  return  to  Sutton,  taking  Mr.  Sibley’s 
horse  and  gig,  and  stop  at  J.  A.  Hovey  &  Co.’s  store  in 
Millbury  and  purchase  the  materials  for  eight  shirts. 
While  at  Worcester  I  pay  twenty-seven  dollars  for  a  share 
of  the  stock  in  the  Worcester  County  Athenaeum. 

17.  Coldest  day  thus  far.  Thermometer  at  9  A.  M. 
stands  23°.  I  spend  the  forenoon  in  reading  Boswell’s 
life  of  Johnson,  and  in  the  afternoon  I  walk  to  a  place 
called  Purgatory,  which  is  in  the  south  part  of  Sutton  and 
remarkable  for  caverns  in  a  great  ledge  of  rocks.  In  eve 
play  whist  at  Mr.  P.’s. 

18.  Continue  to  read  Boswell  with  which  I  am  first 
disgusted,  then  mad,  and  then  pleased.  Mr.  Sibley  comes 
from  Worcester  where  he  has  been  attending  court. 

19.  Cloudy,  and  in  afternoon  &  night  snows.  Read 
Boswell  in  forenoon,  and  afternoon  attend  meeting  and 
hear  Rev.  Mr.  Maltby.  In  the  evening  walk  up  to  the 
Street  to  hear  Rev.  Lyman  Maynard  of  Oxford  preach. 


*Dr.  Workman  removed  to  Worcester  in  1835  and  died  there  in  1885. 
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He  is  the  son  of  Harvey  Maynard  of  Temi)leton,  and  is 
about  my  age.  We  used  to  go  to  school  together,  and  he 
was  our  standard  fiddler  at  all  the  junkets.  He  is  now 
very  much  respected  as  a.  preacher  of  the  doctrine  of 
Universal  Salvation.  We  do  not  hear  him.  We  spend 
the  evening  in  the  tavern  and  drink,  smoke,  eat  a  supper 
of  poached  eggs  and  coffee,  and  hire  a  fonr-horse  stage  to 
bring  ns  home.  This  was  a  bad  way  to  spend  Sunday 
night  and  I  am  satisfied  it  was  a  great  error  in  me  to  do  so. 
L.  B.  Putnam,  E.  Putnam,  E.  Clark,  Esq.,  &  Mr.  Simmer 
Cole  Avere  Avith  me,  or  rather  I  Avas  Avith  them.  We  get 
back  at  11  o’clock. 

20.  Cold.  Mr.  Sibley  returns  to  Worcester  to  attend 
court,  Avhich  is  still  in  session. 

21.  I  read  Boswell  all  day,  &  spend  the  evening  in 
learning  Mr.  Sibley’s  girl  to  play  backgammon. 

22.  Coldest  day  thus  far.  Ther.  10°  above  zero  at  nine 
A.  iM.  &  same  at  9  P.  M.  This  is  the  anniversary  of  the 
landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  I  drink  a  glass  of 
Avine  to  their  glorious  memory,  and  this  is  all  the  notice  I 
take  of  the  day.  A  poem,  an  oration,  supper  and  trim- 
mino;s  are  had  at  Worcester  and  I  am  invited  but  cannot 
attend. 

23.  Ther.  as  yesterday.  I  read  the  American  Qitai'- 
terly  Review.  Ride  to  Simeon  Phelps’  in  this  toAvn  in  a 
sleigh.  Very  cold.  Have  a  load  of  Avood  of  Freeman 
Freeland  at  $3  per  cord  ;  8  ft.  &  2  inches  in  the  load. 

24.  Warmer.  Finish  American  Quarterly  Review  and 
read  BosAvell’s  Johnson. 

25.  Christmas.  The  Avind  blows  furiously  from  the 
south  and  rains  hard.  SnoAv  all  goes  off.  Read  BosAvell. 

26.  Very  pleasant  &  mild  all  day  &  appears  like 
spring.  Spend  the  da}^  at  Mr.  Sibley’s.  Nathan  Arnold, 
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Jr.,  is  this  day  drowned,  an  only  child,  in  his  father’s  mill 
pond.  Mr.  Sibley  came  from  Worcester  last  night,  where 
he  had  been  attending  court. 

27.  Warm  and  rains  all  day.  Thermometer  at  45°  & 
has  been  so  since  24th. 

28.  Warm  and  rainy.  Study  law. 

29.  Warm  and  pleasant.  Reuben  Sibley  cuts  up  our 
wood  and  has  $1.17  for  it. 

30.  Cloudy  and  warm.  In  evening  go  with  Edward 
Putnam  to  Wilkinsonville  where  we  play  whist  at  Maj. 
Harback’s  and  have  a  grand  supper.  The  evening  is 
passed  very  pleasantly ;  about  twenty  gentlemen  were 
present. 

31.  Warm  and  foggy.  Mr.  Sibley  goes  to  Vermont. 
I  go  to  Worcester  to  see  about  docket  and  to  Millbury 
to  see  about  trustee  case.  The  travelling  is  very  bad. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill  was  married  to  Miss  Clark  of  Princeton 
on  29th.  The  wind  blows  most  violently  all  the  afternoon 
and  evening  with  great  quantity  of  rain,  and  in  the  night 
there  is  very  heavy  thunder  with  much  sharp  lightning  and 
thus  departs  in  a  rage  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty. 


NOTES. 

Cold  Days. 

Saturday,  30th  of  January,  was  a  very  cold  day.  The 
thermometer  fell  10°  below  zero  and  it  was  adjudged  by 
many  to  have  been  the  coldest  day  this  or  the  two  preceding 
years.  There  was  only  a  little  snow  on  the  ground,  not 
enough  to  make  sleighing.  The  wind  was  strong  from  the 
west.  I  have  not  heard  that  any  lives  have  been  lost. 

Saturday,  6th  of  Feb.,  was  as  cold  as  the  30th,  see 
Massachusetts  Spy  of  Feb.  10,  for  particulars. 
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Fashions. 

Square  toed  boots  &  shoes  were  first  worn  in  1828  &  9, 
and  in  1830  they  have  become  in  general  use,  and  what  is 
(juite  amusing  is  that  even  the  sedate  and  sober  yeomanry 
undertake  to  say  that  the  fashion  is  a  good  one  and  that 
they  have  adopted  it  from  convenience  and  economy,  when 
in  truth  they  do  it  from  sheer  pride.  But  another  fashion 
is  now  about  to  be  introduced  and  the  square  toed  one  is  to 
give  place  to  picked  toes.  I  have  seen  several  of  the 
pioneers  of  fashion  with  boots  having  toes  very  pointed 
and  they  look  fierce  enough. 


Aurora  Borealis  of  Dec.  11,  1830. 

The  whole  northern  sky  was  most  brilliantly  lighted  up. 
Streams  of  light  from  the  whole  northern  horizon  came  np 
and  pierced  their  way  even  to  the  zenith.  These  were 
constantly  changing,  and,  at  intervals,  of  one  or  two  min¬ 
utes,  clouds  of  light,  appearing  like  the  light  of  a  fire 
through  a  mist,  pass  rapidly  upward ;  and  then  a  broad 
belt  of  great  splendor  &  beauty  in  the  form  of  a  rainbow 
came  up.  At  times  I  thought  I  could  hear  it,  making  a 
noise  similar  to  that  of  passing  the  hand  quickly  over  a 
piece  of  silk  cloth.  I  never  have  seen  any  appearances  of 
the  kind  half  so  bright  and  magnificent.  Rev.  Mr.  Going 
of  Worcester  was  with  me  and  he  is  of  opinion  that  he  has 
never  seen  them  so  splendid.  The  sky  was  perfectly  clear 
and  the  weather  rather  cold. 


Cheese. 

Harding  P.  Woods,  a  trader  in  Barre,  sold  in  Boston 
market,  in  one  year  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand 
pounds  of  cheese,  nearly  all  of  which  was  manufactured 
by  Barre  farmers. 
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Statistics  of  Bakiie,  1830. — Palm  Leaf  Hats. 

There  are  two  stores  here  which  procure  large  numliers 
of  these  hats  braided  bj  females.  H.  P.  Woods  &  Co. 
and  Charles  Lee  &  Co.  are  the  two  mercantile  houses  doing 
the  largest  amount  of  business,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
number  of  hats  sold  by  each  firm  in  the  year  now  past, 
which  have  been  manufactured  on  their  account,  is  upwards 
of  one  hundred  thousand  !  One  palm  leaf  is  sufficient  for 
a  hat.  These  are  brought  from  one  of  the  West  India 
islands  and  are  sold  here  to  the  braiders  at  eight  cents 
a  leaf.  The  cheaper  sort  of  hats  are  braided  for  twenty 
cents  each.  The  principal  market  for  them  is  New  York, 
whence  they  are  carried  south. 


Dr.  David  S.  C.  H.  Smith,  of  Sutton,  was  born  at 
Cornish,  N.  H.,  on  June  27,  1795.  He  never  was  gradu¬ 
ated  at  any  college.  He  entered  at  Hanover  in  1810  and 
left  in  his  sophomore  year.  He  studied  his  profession 
with  his  father.  He  practised  first  about  a  year  and  a  half 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  at  a  place  on  the  river  below 
Cincinnati.  Before  this,  which  was  about  1818,  he  had 
travelled  much  over  the  northern  part  of  the  United  States. 
He  spent  one  summer  at  Kingston  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
resided  in  the  family  of  Thomas  Scott,  Commissary  of  the 
army  stationed  at  that  place,  and  brother  of  the  celebrated 
Sir  Walter  Scott.  He  was  there  with  Dr.  Whitloe,  of 
London,  a  distinguished  botanist.  In  his  travels  he  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  Frederick  Pursh,  the  author  of  a 
treatise  on  Botany,  who  was  by  birth  a  Prussian.  Dr. 
Smith  informs  me  that  he  died  in  Montreal  in  1815.  He 
was  about  35  at  his  death,  and  was  exceedingly  intemper¬ 
ate.  He  was  a  man  of  distinguished  talents  and  had 
visited  Montreal  with  the  view  of  connecting  himself  to 
the  Northern  fur  expedition  under  Lord  Selkirk. 

The  name  of  the  town  where  Dr.  Smith  began  practice 
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in  Indiana  was  Lawrencebnrg,  al)out  12  miles  below  the 
city  of  Cincinnati,  and  the  name  of  the  village  was 
Hai'densburg.  He  was  there  from  the  spring  of  1818  to 
the  fall  of  1819,  when  he  retnrned,  and,  in  1820,  estab¬ 
lished  himself  in  Sutton.  While  in  Indiana  he  devoted 
liimself  to  the  study  of  natural  history  &  brought  a  very 
consideralde  collection  of  plants  l)ack  to  New  England  witli 
him. 

January ,  1831. 

1.  Pleasant.  Read  "Life  of  Johnson”  by  Boswell. 

2.  Do  not  attend  meeting.  Read  "Life  of  Johnson.” 

3.  Cold.  Go  to  Worcester  to  attend  putting  questions 
to  trustees.  Remain  there  over  nigfht. 

4.  Rains  all  day.  Settle  Carter  Eliot’s  estate  in 
Probate  Office.  Dine  with  Judge  Paine  and  return  in 
afternoon,  and  in  evening  attend  a  ball  at  Tourtelott’s,  in 
the  west  part  of  Sutton.^  Dance  till  2  o’clock.  Have  a 
pleasant  time  ;  see  and  dance  with  many  pretty  girls  ;  there 
are  above  thirty  couples  present.  My  bill  is  $2.25.  Get 
home  about  3  o’clock. 

5.  Rains  all  day.  Read  North  American  Review,  and 
in  the  evening  play  whist  at  Capt.  Putnam’s. 

(5.  Pleasant.  Read  N.  A.  Review. 

7.  Finish  N.  A.  Review.  Mr.  Sibley  returns  from 
Vermont.  The  aurora  borealis  appears  in  early  part  of 
evening.  The  whole  northern  sky,  as  high  as  the  zenith, 
is  splendidly  illuminated.  It  has  the  appearance  of  a  tire 
through  a  mist  and  is  of  a  uniform  brightness,  and  continues 
so  for  an  hour,  when  it  suddenly  becomes  unusually  dark  ; 
a  l)right  belt  of  light  comes  up  from  the  nortlieast  and 
extends  itself  at  the  elevation  of  45°  in  the  southern 
horizon  to  the  southeast,  and  appears  like  a  river  of  lire. 


iThis  hotel  is  still  standing.  (1900). 
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8.  Pleasant.  Study  law. 

9.  Snows  all  night  and  most  of  the  day.  There  is 
no  meeting,  Mr.  Maltby^  having  gone  to  Connecticut  to 
visit  his  mother,  who  is  dangerously  sick.  I  spent  the 
day  in  the  office. 

10.  Cold.  Read  law,  and  in  the  evening  attend  a 
party  at  Mr.  Benjamin  Woodbury’s;  where  [there  are] 
many  of  both  sexes.  Play  whist  and  do  not  get  home 
until  4  o’clock  !  Have  pleasant  time. 

11.  Read  the  records  of  Sutton  &  "Life  of  Dr.  John¬ 
son.” 

12.  Very  cold.  Thermometer  at  sundown  at  5°.  Ride 
to  Grafton  to  Col.  Cyrus  Leland’s,  and  procure  the  records 
of  the  Hassanamisco  Indians.  Mr.  Leland  is  the  trustee 
of  the  Indians.  Carry  with  me  Susan  &  Joanna  Sibley. 
The  sleighing  is  very  fine.  Return  at  5  P.  M.,  and  spend 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Chase’s  playing  Avhist. 

13.  Spend  the  day  in  reading  the  Hassanamisco  records. 
This  is  the  coldest  day  thus  far ;  thermometer  at  5°  all 
day. 

14.  Cold,  and  the  sleighing  good.  Read  law  all  day. 

15.  It  begins  to  snow  and  continues  all  day.  The  wind 
blows  with  extreme  violence  and  is  withal  very  cold.  Mr. 
Sibley  starts  for  Boston  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Legislature, 
he  being  a  member  from  Sutton.  Le  Baron  Putnam  carries 
him  to  Millbury. 

1  (i.  Snows  and  l)lows  furiously.  The  roads  are  blocked 
up  and  there  is  no  meeting.  Ox  te4ms  are  driven  out  to 
break  a  road  for  the  funeral  of  Andrew  Woodbury,  who 
died  on  Friday,  tet.  23  ;  son  of  Capt.  John  Woodbury. 
Spend  the  day  at  the  office. 


1  Rev.  John  Maltby  was  settled  in  Spencer  in  1826  and  remained  there  till  June, 
1834.  lie  died  at  Worcester,  1,5  May,  1860. 
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17.  Pleasant.  Snow  has  fallen  at  fi  or  8  inches,  and  is 
unusually  drifted. 

The  weather  to  the  end  of  the  month  was  exceedingly 
cold,  the  thermometer  standing  about  10°  above  zero 
nearly  all  the  time.  The  coldest  day  was  Friday,  22nd, 
when  most  of  the  thermometers  sunk  to  4  &  5  dejn’ces 
l)elow  zero.  The  snow  is  judged  to  be  18  inches  deep  on 
a  level  and  is  very  badly  drifted. 

■  On  Thursday,  27,  I  went  to  Worcester,  and  returned  on 
Friday. 

On  Saturday,  Mr.  Sil)ley  returned  from  Boston. 

Sunday  I  attended  meeting  and  hear  Mr.  Maltby.  The 
day  is  cold. 

31.  Cold. 

During  the  month  I  have  read  Le  Sage’s  amusing  work, 
entitled  "Devil  upon  Two  Sticks.”  It  is  replete  with  the 
most  severe  and  cutting  satire  upon  the  people  of  Spain. 
Beside  this,  I  have  read  "Roderick  Random,”  Moore’s 
"Amatory  Customs,”  Moore’s  "  Lalla  Rookh,”  Gay’s  poems 
and  life,  besides  many  other  miscellaneous  writings,  all 
of  which  has  been  accomplished  Avhile  I  have  been  waiting 
for  my  meals.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  however,  to  com¬ 
plain  that  I  have  had  to  wait  improperly. 

The  newspaper  which  I  read  most  constantly  is  the 
Boston  Courier,  edited  by  Joseph  T.  Buckingham.  I 
rely  upon  this  more  than  upon  any  other  paper.  It  is 
managed  with  liberality,  candor,  &  a  respectable  regard 
(compared  with  others)  to  truth. 

February ,  1831. 

1.  Study  law.  In  the  afternoon  ride  to  Douglass  with 
Dr.  Pierce,  and  return  at  evening.  It  ))egins  to  snow 
about  ten  in  the  evening  and  continues  all  night  and — 
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2.  — until  about  ten  in  the  morning,  when  it  is  thought  it 
has  fallen  to  the  depth  of  fifteen  inches.  The  depth  of 
snow  now  on  the  earth  is  at  least  thirty  inches  on  a  level. 
It  is  much  drifted,  and  the  roads  are  impassal)le.  In  the 
evening  I  play  whist  at  Capt.  Putnam’s.' 

3.  The  people  are  busy  in  breaking  out  roads  which 
have  been  blocked  up  with  snow.  Mr.  Sibley  returned  to 
resume  his  seat  in  the  legislature  on  Monday ;  and,  on 
account  of  the  snow,  did  not  reach  Boston  until  Wednes¬ 
day  evening.  Spend  the  evening  at  ’Squire  Clark’s  playing- 
whist. 

4.  The  snow  fell  last  night  near  six  inches  deep,  and 
then  rained  and  settled  the  snow  very  much.  In  the  after¬ 
noon  it  becomes  cold  and  the  snow  freezes. 

5.  It  is  cold.  Study  law. 

(i.  Cold.  Do  not  attend  meeting.  Copy  the  records 
of  the  Hassanamisco  in  Grafton. 

7.  Pleasant;  warmer.  Play  whist  in  the  evening  at 
Mr.  Russell’s. 

8.  Warmer,  and  very  pleasant.  BorroAv  Le  Baron 
Putnam’s  horse  and  sleigh  &  carry  Mr.  Sibley’s  girls  and 
two  of  Mrs.  March’s  to  Worcester;  return  at  dark.  In 
forenoon  there  is  a  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Teuney  against 
Davis  Lombard  for  wood  stealing,  upon  the  complaint  of 
Dea.  James  McClellan.  He  is  convicted. 

1).  Pleasant  and  colder.  Thermometer  at  10°,  and  in 
morning,  at  7  above  zero.  Copy  Hassanamisco  records  for 
my  history  of  Sutton. 

10.  Pleasant  and  cold.  In  the  evening  play  whist  at 
Mr.  Clark’s.  Maj.  Tenney  and  Le  Ba  ron  Putnam  are 
there.  Cojiy  records  of  Hassanamisco  and  study  law. 

11.  Pleasant.  Copy  records  all  day,  &  iu  eveninij 
attend  an  oratorio  at  Millbury  (old  town).  Carry  Mrs.  J. 
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L.  Sibley  atifl  Mary  Ann  Sibley.  The  meeting  house  is 
very  croAvded.  The  singing  is  pronounced  fine  by  judges, 
l)ut  in  my  opinion  Avas  most  diabolical.  I  have  no  ear  for 
music  and  cannot,  therefore,  speak  professionally ;  but  the 
sounds  to  me  Avere  execrable,  and  the  Avhole  performances 
seemed  lather  to  have  been  a  trial  at  making  up  mouths 
and  faces  than  singing.  Miss  Longley,  daughter  of  the 
late  Dr.  Longley  of  Millbury,  Avas  the  most  eminent  among 
the  ladies,  both  for  Amice  and  beauty  of  person. 

12.  Great  eclipse  of  the  sun.  The  forenoon  Avas  very 
pleasant  and  AA'-arm.  The  snow  thawed  the  front  side  of  the 
office,  and  the  atmosphere  Avas  not  uncomfortablv  cold.  The 
sun  Avas  obscured  by  clouds,  and  the  eclipse  appeared  only 
at  intervals.  The  eclipse  commenced  49  minutes  after  11 
A.  M.,  and  continued  until  betAveen  one  and  two.  The 
darkness  not  so  great  as  expected.  Had  I  not  been  apprised 
that  such  an  event  as  the  eclipse  Avas  to  have  taken  place 
I  should  not  have  noticed  it.  No  stars  Avere  to  be  seen,  as 
Avas  anticipated.  Expectation  was  greatly  raised  by  the 
iiiagnified  accounts  of  editors  and  almanac  makers.  The 
Avhole  disc  of  the  sun  was  covered  except  a  small  circle  of 
the  upper  left-hand  side  or  edge. 

13.  Cold.  Attend  meeting  in  forenoon.  Hear  Mr. 
Maltby.  He  is  too  orthodox  to  be  pleasant,  tho’  personally 
I  think  Avell  of  him. 

14.  Very  pleasant.  Play  Avhist  in  evening  at  Nehemiah 
Chase’s  Avith  Maj.  Tenney  and  Capt.  Sim.  Woodbury. 

15.  Pleasant.  Copy  Hassanamisco  records. 

16.  It  begins  to  rain  at  8  in  the  morning  and  continues 
till  8  in  evening.  The  snoAv  has  melted  aAvay  veiy  fast, 
and  yet  there  remains  a  great  burden  upon  the  ground. 
The  sleighing  since  the  ninth  of  January  has  been  perfectly 
good.  The  school  was  examined  here  yesterday,  Avhich  I 
attended.  It  has  been  kept  by  Mr.  Amos  W.  StockAvell  of 


94 


American  Antiquarian  Society. 


this  town,  now  a  sophomore  in  Amherst  College.  He  has 
been  my  fellow  boarder  at  Mrs.  March’s. 

The  sleighing  becomes  bad.  The  drifts  are  yet  deep 
and  the  going  is  almost  impassable.  I  study  law  and 
miscellany  until  the  end  of  the  month.  On  the  26th,  Dr. 
Pierce  carries  me  to  Worcester  and  leaves  me.  I  remain 
there  until  Monday  afternoon,  when  I  return.  ’While 
there,  I  appoint  W™  Lincoln  my  agent  to  settle  and  adjust 
my  affairs  with  David  Day  &  Timothy  Johnson,  and 
deliver  him  my  receipts,  notes,  &c.,  for  that  end.  I  dine 
(&  sup  with  Mr.  Lincoln  on  Sunday  at  Maj.  Newton’s. 
There  is  great  excitement  in  Worcester  about  the  arrest  of 
the  High  Sheriff,  Calvin  Willard,  Esq.,  upon  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  old  Eliakim  Davis  of  Fitchburg. 

He  [Eliakim  Davis]  was  born  in  Eutland,  March  28, 
1760.  His  father  was  Jesse  Davis,  who  was  also  born 
in  Rutland  in  1739,  who  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Davis, 
born  in  Bedford,  near  Boston,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Rutland.  Eliakim’s  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Estabrook  of  Rutland,  and  sister  of  Jedidiah  Estabrook, 
who  is  the  father  of  Dr.  George  Estabrook,  formerly  a 
practising  physician  in  Holden,  and  now  of  Rutland. 
Eliakim  has  been  famous  for  between  twenty  and  thirt}^ 
years  for  his  undauntable  love  of  litigation.  Perhaps  no 
man  ever  lived  who  had  manifested  throuo-hout  so  OTeat 
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a  fondness  for  contention.  He  has  been  imprisoned  again 
&,  again  for  perjury,  maintenance  and  defaming  the  names 
of  honest  citizens,  and  yet  no  sooner  is  he  set  at  lil^erty 
than  he  gets  into  some  scrape  for  which  he  is  severely 
punished.  He  has  squandered  a  good  estate  in  quarrelling 
with  his  neighbors  and,  notwithstanding  his  poverty,  still 
succeeds  in  getting  funds  to  carry  on  his  suits.  He  left 
Rutland  in  1820,  or  thereabouts,  and  moved  to  Fitchburg, 
where  he  married  a  respectable  widow  lady,  with  a  small 
real  estate,  and,  from  his  litigious  temper,  has  become  a 
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terror  to  all  the  people  of  the  town.  His  love  of  the  law 
seems  to  have  become  a  passion,  and  every  other  feeling 
is  made  subservient  to  it.  I  do  not  think  he  would  steal 
or  cheat,  and  I  believe  he  is  temperate  in  his  habits.  A 
perfect  history  of  him  may  be  found  on  the  records  of 
Court  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  where  he  has  regularly 
appeared  at  every  term  for  near  or  quite  thirty  years.  In 
all  civil  suits  he  appears  as  plaintiff,  but  in  criminal  matters 
he  is  generally  on  the  defensive.  He  always  has  about  a 
dozen  suits  that  are  to  be  brought,  and  if  any  attorne}^ 
consents  to  say  anything  to  him  beyond  asking  after  his 
health,  he  will  give  an  exact  detail  of  all  his  cases  and, 
perhaps,  produce  his  papers,  all  of  which  must  be  read, 
and  then  comes  a  request  to  engage  as  his  counsel ;  and  if 
he  cannot  persuade  you  to  it  peacefully,  he  will  resort  to 
threats  and  tender  money  for  a  writ  or  warrant. 

On  Friday,  25,  I  dined  and  supped  at  Capt.  Israel 
Putnam’s  with  a  large  company. 

March,  1831. 

1.  Warm  and  pleasant.  No  sleighing.  During  this 
week  I  am  busily  engaged  in  transcribing  in  the  Sutton 
Town  Books  the  minutes  of  records  of  meetings  held  since 
1827.  These  minutes  were  put  down  by  J.  L.  Sibley, 
Esq.,  and  never  placed  in  the  clerk’s  book.  He  has  been 
town  clerk  for  some  time,  and  did  not  record  his  minutes  in 
the  proper  volume  of  records  on  account  of  his  handwriting, 
which  to  strano-ers  is  difficult  to  be  read.  From  a  weakness 
in  his  right  hand,  occasioned  by  sickness,  he  cannot  hold  a 
pen,  and  therefore  writes  with  his  left  hand.  I  have  tran¬ 
scribed  enough  into  the  town  records  to  cover  over  forty 
pages. 

The  weather  during  the  week  has  been  pleasant  and 
warm ;  but  the  travelling  has  been  unusually  bad.  On 
Saturday  I  went  to  Uxbridge  on  horseback  to  attend  a 
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justice  court  before  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Adams,  between 
Luke  Prentis,  Esq.,  and  Sim.  Fuller.  I  rode  down  there 
with  Dr.  Smith  of  this  town,  and  we  concluded  that  we 
could  not  pass  off  the  summer  more  pleasantly  than  to  get 
each  of  us  a  horse  and  ride  about  the  country  laughing  at 
ridiculous  objects.  In  our  ride  down  there  we  saw,  for 
the  first  time  this  spring,  a  bluebird  and  rol)in,  &  on  my 
return  home  saw  the  bird  called  kill-dill  (so  called  from  its 
voice),  or  the  gull. 

6.  There  is  no  meeting,  Mr.  Maltby  having  gone  to 
Conn,  to  visit  his  father,  who  lies  dangerously  ill.  He 
lives  at  Northford.  It  is  but  a  short  time  since  his  mother 
died. 

7.  This  is  -  March  meeting  day.  Before  the  centre 
meeting-house  was  torn  down  in  1828-9,  it  had  always 
been  customaiy  for  the  town  to  hold  its  meetings  in  it. 
When  the  new  one  was  erected,  a  basement  story  was 
built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhalntants,  with  the 
expectation,  however,  of  receiving  certain  rent.  This 
disappointed  the  town,  and  became  a  bone  of  strife  for 
a  long  time.  The  meetings  were  held  by  vote,  alternately 
at  the  Street  and  Wilkinsonville,  and  a  refusal  to  pay  rent 
to  the  Congregational  Society.  The  charge  for  rent  was 
put  at  $40  a  year,  and  Avas  by  many  believed  to  be  small 
as  could  be  expected.  The  difficulty  Avas  cured  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  of  1831  and  an  arrangement  effected 
by  Avhich  all  the  toAvn  meetings  in  future  are  to  be  held  in 
the  basement  story  of  the  first  Congregational  meeting¬ 
house  in  Sutton. 

9.  Mr.  Mills,  our  deputy  sheriff,  carries  me  to  Worces¬ 
ter.  The  going  is  very  bad.  Wo  enter  tAvo  actions. 

10.  I  attend  court  all  day.  Judge  Cummins  is  present. 
Very  little  has  l)een  done  by  our  profession  dnring  the 
vacation,  much  less  than  has  been  done  for  seA-eral  years. 
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I  pass  the  evening  with  Mr.  Henry  Shaw  of  Lanesboro, 
who  is  tlie  leading  menil)er  of  onr  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives.  His  great  strength  lies  in  his  powers  in  debate  and 
his  biting  wit  and  sarcasm.  He  is,  now  one  of  the 
candidates  for  governor  at  the  approaching  election.  He 
is  personally  hostile  to  Gov.  Lincoln  and  omits  no  op})or- 
tunity  to  lash  him.  Mr.  Lincoln  once  sent  him  a  justice’s 
commission  and  Mr.  Shaw  enclosed  it  in  a  letter  and 
returned  it,  saying  that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  fit 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  magistrate.  He  told  me  this 
himself.  He  has  good  conversation  powers,  and  amuses 
by  his  good  sense  and  wit.  His  father  was  a  physician  in 
Castleton,  Vermont,  from  whom  he  inherited  a  large 
estate. 

11.  I  attend  court  all  day.  Take  tea  at  Hon.  Judo-e 
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Paine’s,  and  in  the  evening  hear  Doctor  Oliver  Fiske 
deliver  a  lecture  l)efore  the  Lyceum  on  the  subject  of 
"Agriculture.”  Play  whist  in  the  evening  at  C.  Allen’s. 

12.  Meet  Mr.  Chester  Harding  the  painter,  and  have  a 
conversation  on  phrenology.  He  is  a  full  Ijeliever  and 
convert  to  the  doctrine,  and  has  taken  the  dimensions  of 
all  the  most  distinguished  heads  in  the  country,  such  as  the 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  Daniel 
Webster’s,  &c.  The  largest  head  is  that  of  Judge 
Marshall,  &  the  next  is  that  of  Mr.  "VTel)ster.  Mr.  Harding; 
now  resides  at  Springfield.  I  come  home  with  Mr.  Mills 
to  Sutton.  I  received  my  justice’s  commission. 

13.  No  meeting,  Mr.  Maltby  not  having  returned  from 
Northford. 

14.  I  spend  the  day  in  reading  town  records. 

15.  I  go  a  hunting  with  Le  Baron  Putnam  and  kill  a 
mink. 

16.  I  go  to  'Worcester  to  attend  court.  Stop  in  Mill- 
bury  to  see  Rev.  Mr.  [Joseph]  Goffe  and  })rocure  from  him 
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liis  old  papers  relating  to  the  Waters  family.  Keacli 
Worcester  at  noon. 

17.  Attend  court.  In  the  evening  attend  a  meeting  of 
Lyceum.  William  Lincoln  delivers  a  lecture,  giving  an 
account  of  Arnold’s  expedition  to  Quebec. 

18.  Attend  court,  and  in  evening  play  whist  at  Sam. 
Jennison’s  ;  have  good  [time].^ 

19.  Return  to  Sutton.  It  snows  very  fast,  and  by 
noon  is  b  inches  deep  ;  it  then  begins  to  rain. 

20.  Mr.  Maltby  preaches.  I  don’t  attend  church. 

21.  Warm,  and  snow  disappears.  Ensign  John  Wood¬ 
bury  presents  me  a  box  of  old  papers,  which  contains 
above  one  hundred  old  deeds,  most  of  which  belonged  to 
the  Dwight  family  of  Dedham,  the  oldest  of  which  is  dated 
in  1646. 

22.  I  make  an  abstract  of  the  Dwight  deeds. 

23.  Continue  making  an  abstract. 

24.  Prepare  to  go  to  Boston  with  William  Lincoln, 
Esq.,  of  Worcester.  He  goes  by  way  of  Concord — 

25 — and  I  go  directly  from  Sutton  to  Boston,  and  reach 
there  about  7  o’clock  A.  M. 

The  following  facts  were  taken  from  the  Boston  Evening 
Post  for  1741  &  2,  being  a  volume  of  that  newspaper  : — 

John  Burleigh,  Escp,  removed  from  the  office  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Essex,  for  receiving 
and  passing  the  Land  Bank  or  Manufactory  Bills,  Jan.  12, 
1741. 

Feb.  2,  1741.  An  order  is  passed  in  Council  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  passing  or  receiving  Manufactory  Bills. 

'■  Samuel  Jennison  was  librarian  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  from  1814 
to  1825,  and  for  twenty-eight  years  its  treasurer. 
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Apiil  (),  1741.  Isaac  Little,  Ls(j.,  for  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  and  John  Metcalf,  Escj.,  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  were  removed  from  their  offices  for  receiving  and 
passing  Manufactory  Bills.  - 

April  13,  1741.  Last  Thursday,  by  order  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor  and  council,  Samuel  White,  Esq.,  one  of  his 
Majesty’s  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
and  Samuel  Dudley,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty’s  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  were  removed  from 
their  respective  offices  for  receiving  and  passing  the  notes 
commonly  called  Manufactory  Bills,  and  persisting  therein. 

April  27,  1741.  Col.  Estes  Hatch  (Capt.  Adams  and 
Capt.  ATatts  of  Chelsea),  and  7  or  8  lieutenants  and  one 
ensign,  were  dismissed  from  their  offices  for  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  Land  Bank. 

May  18,  1741.  Zabdiel  Boylston  of  Brooklyn  offers 
for  sale  940  acres  of  land  situated  in  Sutton. 

June  1,  1741.  Gov.  Belcher  is  greatly  incensed  with 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  their  favorable  opinion 
of  the  Land  Bank,  and  the  assembly  is  prorogued. 

1741.  Jonas  Bond  was  a  representative  from  Water- 
town  and  Elisha  Putnam  from  Sutton. 

July  13,  1741.  See  the  act  of  Parliament  for  abolishing 
the  Land  Bank. 

July  27,  1741.  See  advertisement  about  Sam.  Adams 
and  his  connection  with  manufactory  bills,  and  following 
paper. 

Nov.  9,  1741.  Dr.  Gardner  of  Boston  operates  upon 
Joseph  Baker,  a  lad  of  six  years,  for  stone  in  the  bladder, 
in  "  latteral  way,”  and  the  child  gets  well. 

Nov.  9,  1741.  Elisha  Putnam,  a  representative  from 
Sutton,  with  many  others,  was  fined  5/  per  diem  for 
breach  of  duty  in  being  absent  from  the  house. 
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Jan.  18.,  1742.  Andrew  Eliot  chosen  colleague  in  the 
new  North  Church,  Boston  ;  and  in  the  same  pai)er  see 
Rev.  Mr.  Wig-oflesvyorth’s  notion  about  the  doctrine  of  the 
"  Imputation  of  Adam’s  first  sin  upon  his  posterity,”  and 
that  doctrine  is  not  distinctly  avowed  in  any  of  the  writings 
of  John  Calvin. 

March  1,  1742.  Samuel  Greenwood,  Escp,  of  Boston, 
dies,  aged  52  ;  and,  in  the  next  paper,  Isaac  Greenwood 
writes  a  letter  about  the  comet  which  at  that  time  was 
visible  in  the  heavens,  and  which  created  some  alarm. 

April  26,  1742.  The  students  of  Yale  College  all  leave 
that  institution  on  account  of  relio;ious  confusion  and 
(|uarrelling. 

May  3,  1742,  c&  July  5.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers  of 
Ipswich,  Mr.  Daniel  Rogers  &  Mr.  Bewell,  candidates  for 
the  ministry,  visit  Newbury  and  take  possession  of  Rev. 
Mr.  LoAvell’s  meeting-house  while  he  was  out  of  town,  and 
go  to  preaching,  to  the  great  confusion  of  the  people. 

July  5,  1742.  Rev.  James  Davenport  of  Stoughton, 
Long  Island,  visits  Boston  and  preaches  daily  on  the 
Common  for  several  days.  His  hearers  make  great  con¬ 
fusion,  being  very  much  affected  with  his  discourses.  The 
Boston  clergymen  judge  it  meet  not  to  invite  them  into 
their  desks. 

July  26,  1742.  Letters  about  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent, 
Whitfield  and  Davenport. 

Aug.  23,  1742.  The  above  Davenport  was  committed 
to  jail,  a  bill  having  been  found  by  the  grand  jury  against 
him  at  Boston,  for  disturbing  the  peace  and  reviling  Boston 
ministers.  He  refused  to  give  bail  upon  the  capias  and 
was  accordingly  committed.  The  jury,  upon  his  trial, 
found  him  guilty  and,  in  their  verdict,  returned,  non 
Gomqms  mentis^  at  the  time  of  his  scandalizing  the  clergy. 


101 


Diav)/  of  Chrhtophev  C.  Baldv'in. 

He  was  lemanded  to  prison  and  was  discharg’ed  the  next 
day,  and  he  again  went  to  preaching. 

He  had  been  banished  by  the  authority  of  Connecticut 
Colony  for  outrages  of  a  similar  character. 

Thatcher,  a  fellow  preacher,  was  styled  his  armour 
bearer.  Sept.  27,  1742. 

Sept.  13,  1742.  Ezekiel  Hunt  of  IpsAvich  Avas  com¬ 
mitted  to  jail  on  suspicion  of  having  murdered  his  Avife. 

Nov.  22,  1742.  Dies  David  Jeffries,  Esq.,  aged  85; 
father  of  Hon.  John  Jeffries  of  Boston. 

Daniel  Denny’s  family  of  Leicester  is  badly  scalded. 
There  are  4  children  ;  one  dies  thereof. 

Sept.  30,  1736.  There  is  yet  surviving  Mr.  Daniel 
Stoddard,  in  Hingham,  in  his  103  year. — JSFe'Ws  Letter. 

vSept.  30,  1736.  News  Letter. 

We  have  advice  by  letters  from  NeAvfound  Land  that 
William  Keene,  Esq.,  formerly  of  this  toAvn,  but  Avho  has 
for  many  years  since  been  a  merchant  there,  Avas  last 
spring  appointed  judge  of  the  Court  of  Vice-admiralty 
there  ;  and  that  he  has  lately  condemned  a  London  ship, 
newly  arrived  from  Lisbon,  and  a  sloop  from  Maryland, 
seized  by  the  man  of  Avar  upon  that  station. 

April,  1831. 

1.  At  the  Tremont  House  in  Boston  Avith  William 
Lincoln  of  Worcester,  Avhere  I  have  been  since  the  25  of 
.March.  We  have  spent  onr  time  in  copying  old  papers 
relating  to  Worcester  and  Sutton,  Avhich  avc  found  in  the 
garret  of  the  State  House. 

2.  We  spend  the  day  in  Avalking  about  the  toAvn, 
examining  the  odd-looking  tips  and  dandies  avIio  appear  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  in  the  principal  streets  for  exhibition. 

They  are  indeed  Avorthy  of  being  gazed  at.  In  the  after- 
8 
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noon  we  ride  over  to  Ca,m])ridg’e  &  examine  the  college 
library;  revisit  onr  old  haunts,  attend  prayers  in  the 
chapel,  and  return  to  Boston  at  (1  P.  M.  At  10  in  the 
evening  we  start  foi’  Worcester  in  the  mail  stage  and  reach 
there  at  5  A.  M., — 

3.  — and  have  an  amusing  ride,  from  the  companj^  of  an 
Irishman  and  a  woman  who  tried  to  pass  for  his  wife.  I 
pnt  on  the  Irish  brogue,  and  succeeded  in  making  my 
fellow  passenger  believe  me  a  countryman.  I  agreed  Avith 
him,  and  more  than  once  offered  to  help  him  whip  the  rest 
of  the  passengers,  Avho  treated  him  rather  unceremoniously. 
This  gave  him  great  courage,  and  he  talked  loud  and 
stormy.  At  length  I  unluckily  spoke  Avithout  Ijrogue,  and 
he  had  no  sooner  discovered  the  imposture  than  he  sAvore 
he  Avould  lick  me,  and  my  friend  Lincoln  held  his  hands  to 
keep  me  from  a  pounding.  I  take  tea  Avith  E.  Washburn, 
Esq.,  Avho  has  begun  housekeeping. 

4.  Isaiah  Thomas,  LL.D.,  of  Worcester,  at  the  age  of 
82  years,  dies  at  7  o’clock  this  morning. ^ 

5.  I  return  to  Sutton.  I  hire  a  horse  and  chaise  of 
Congdon  for  this  purpose. 

6.  Arrange  papers,  and  spend  the  day  in  })uttering. 

7.  East  day.  I  do  not  attend  meeting. 

8.  I  start  this  morning  for  Queechy  river  in  Vermont, 
in  company  Avith  Le  Baron  Putnam.  I  go  as  agent  of  the 
Millbury  Bank  to  adjust  the  affairs  of  the  Qneechy  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  the  property  of  Avhich  Avas  conveyed 
to  the  bank  by  Putnam.  There  are  iioav  opposins;’  claim- 

'  Dr.  Thomas’s  remains  were  laid  in  a  granite  tomb  which  lie  had  erected 
in  1817  in  the  Mechanic  Street  Burial  Ground.  Isaac  Goodwin  of  the  Worcester 
Bar  delivered  an  address  on  his  life  and  public  services.  In  1878  the  tomb  was 
removed  to  the  F,ural  Cemetery  at  AVorcester  (the  old  burial  ground  having  been 
discontinued),  and  on  the  24th  of  June  of  that  year  his  remains  were  reinterred 
with  impressive  ceremonies  by  the  city  government  and  the  Antiquarian  and 
Masonic  Societies.  The  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  President  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society,  delivered  an  address  on  that  occasion. 
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ants  to  the  property,  and  I  go  to  have  them  settled.  We 
go  in  an  open  gig  and  reaeh  Windsor  on  the  Sunday 
evening,  the  10th  ;  and  we  reach  Worcester,  on  our  return, 
Tuesday  the  19th,  and  on  Wednesday  the  20th  I  return  to 
Sutton.  I  give  iiiy  receipt  to  tlie  bank  of  twentv-five 
dollars  for  cash  to  pay  expenses.  I  carry  thirty-eight 
dollars  with  me — thirteen  dollars  of  my  own  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  as  above — and,  on  my  return,  find  that  the 
expenses  have  been  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
which  sum  is  to  be  charged  to  the  bank  in  addition  to 
my  services. 

(The  following  account  of  the  visit  to  Queechy  is  taken 
from  the  end  of  the  diary  for  1831.) 

Friday,  April  8,  1831. 

So  I  set  out  in  company  with  Le  Baron  Putnam  of  Sutton 
to  go  to  Queechy  river  in  the  town  of  Hartford,  in  the 
State  of  Vermont.  I  go  as  the  Agent  of  the  Millbury  Bank. 
The  business  on  which  I  am  sent  is  to  adjust  and  arrange 
difficulties  existing  between  the  Bank  and  John  Downer, 
Es(j.,  of  Hartford.  The  Queechy  Manufacturing  Company 
having  failed  in  1828  and  being  largely  indebted  to  Mr. 
Putnam  conveyed  the  whole  of  the  Company  property  to 
him.  Putnam  assigned  his  deed  to  the  Bank,  and  Downer 
now  comes  forward  with  a  previous  title  to  the  same  estate, 
claiming  it  as  his.  A  compromise  between  him  and  the 
Bank  having  been  proposed,  the  Bank  delegates  me  as  its 
Agent  to  go  and  conclude  an  agreement.  I  receive  of  the 
Bank  twenty-five  Dollars  to  defray  expenses,  for  which 
I  give  my  receipt.  We  go  in  a  gig  and  when  Ave  reach 
Worcester  it  begins  to  rain  accompanied  Avith  a  strong 
Avind.  We  })ass  through  Holden  into  Eutland  and  to 
Hul)bardston,  and  there  remain  over  night.  The  Avind 
increases  in  violence  and  bloAvs  a  tempest  the  Avhole  night. 
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The  house  shook  and  trembled  so  much  that  I  was  unable 
to  sleep  and  the  landlord  did  not  go  to  bed  at  all. 

Saturday,  9. 

It  grew  cold  fast,  and  when  we  reached  Templeton  we 
had  partly  concluded  to  remain  there  until  the  wind  should 
abate  its  fury.  I  called  at  my  father’s  and  found  him  in 
usual  health,  tho’  he  had  been  shortly  before  confined  to 
his  room  of  a  fever.  From  Templeton  we  passed  through 
Winchindon,  and  a  corner  of  Royalston  to  Fitzwilliam 
where  we  took  dinner  at  Foster’s.  The  wind  blew  as 
fiercel}^  here  as  at  any  other  time  in  the  day,  accompanied 
with  s<iuawls  of  snow.  Here  I  gave  Mr.  Putnam  five 
dollars  to  discharge  our  expenses,  he  to  account  for  it  to 
the  Bank  on  our  return.  The  road  was  very  bad  and  man^^ 
})laces  we  could  [not]  pass  in  our  carriage  without  getting- 
out.  We  pass  into  Troy  and  Swansey  and  so  to  Keene, 
the  snoAv  having  fallen  to  the  depth  of  near  two  inches. 
AVe  do  not  stop  in  Keene,  but  ride  on  to  Holbrook’s  in 
Surrey,  Avhere  we  put  up  for  the  night ;  and  we  conclude 
that  we  have  never  travelled  in  so  tedious  and  uncomforta- 
Ide  a  day.  Mr.  Holbrook  says  that  he  has  been  in  Surrey 
al)out  twenty  years  and  that  he  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bellingham  in  Massachusetts  and  is  cousin  to  Sylvanus 
Holbrook,  the  manufacturer  of  Northbridge. 

Sunday,  April  10,  1831. 

The  weather  is  milder  and  (juite  pleasant  com})ared  with 
what  it  was  yesterday.  I  find  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Briggs  who  stayed  at  Holbrook’s  over  night  who  says  that 
he  belongs  to  Ludlow.  His  father  was  from  the  town  of 
Berkley.  1  enquire  of  him  if  he  is  acquainted  with  any 
person  by  the  name  of  Baldwin  and  he  says  there  is  a 
family  of  that  name  living  in  Cavendish.  I  asked  him 
what  he  knew  of  them,  and  all  the  information  he  could 
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give  of  them  was  that  one  a  few  weeks  before  had  been 
arrested  for  stealing  a  horse  !  I  suppressed  furtlier  en- 
(piiry  and  did  not  let  him  know  my  name.  The  town  of 
Ludlow  was  partly  settled  by  emigrants  from  Templeton. 
A  family  ])y  the  name  of  Patch  went  there,  if  my  inemoiy 
be  correct,  and  one  also  by  the  name  of  Fletcher.  Tho’  of 
this  I  am  not  certain. 

We  take  our  breakfast  at  Holbrook’s  and  proceed  on  our 
journey.  We  pass  out  of  Surrey  into  Alstead  and  so  into 
a  corner  of  Walpole  through  Drewsville.  Here  we  saw  a 
Lawyer’s  office  which  had  been  sadly  mangled  and  muti¬ 
lated  Ijy  having  a  cannon,  charged  with  ljrick-l)ats,  chain 
links,  broken  iron  and  earthen  fired  through  it.  It  was 

placed  before  the  door  and  a  slow  match  let  it  off,  sendino' 

.  .  ’  ^ 
its  miscellaneous  contents  completely  through  the  tene¬ 
ment.  The  Lawyer  had  done  something  that  gave  offence 
to  a  couple  of  miscreants  who  took  this  course  to  revenge 
the  injuiy.  He  Avas  out  of  the  office  at  the  time  so  that 
no  injury  ^ysiH  done  except  to  the  building.  The  authors 
of  the  mischief  are  now  in  jail  waiting  for  trial.  From 
AYalpole  Ave  passed  into  a  corner  of  Langdon  and  so  into 
CharlestoAvn,  having  found  the  travelling  the  Avhole  Avaj^ 
exceedingly  liad.  From  CharlestoAvn  Ave  passed  into  Clara- 
mont.  I  Avalked  along  leaving  Mr.  Putnam  to  overtake 
me  at  the  ferry,  tAvo  miles  from  the  Street,  the  Cheshire 
bridge  having  been  sAvept  aAvay  by  the  freshet  tAvo  Aveeks 
ago.  I  Avas  carried  across  in  a  small  boat  and  had  just 
begun  enquiry  into  the  history  of  a  man  )>y  the  name 
of  Whipple  emigrated  to  this  place  (Springfield)  from 
Sutton,  Avhen  Mr.  Putnam  came  doAvn  to  the  Feriu'  ami 
said  that  he  could  not  cross,  his  horse  being  unaccustomed 
to  such  trials.  And  being  unable  to  prevail  on  him  to 
make  an  experiment,  I  AA^as  compelled  to  enter  into  con¬ 
tract  Avith  Mr.  Charon  to  be  retrans})orted,  Avhich  cost  me 
tAvelve  &  half  cents.  I  got  into  the  gig  and  avc  proceeded 
on  our  journey  through  very  muddy  roads  into  Cornish 
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and  thence  over  the  In’idge  into  Windsor.  We  put  up  at 
Pettis’  public  house. 

Monday,  11. 

We  find  that  Thomas  Emerson,  Esq.,  the  person  con¬ 
nected  with  Mr.  Downer,  is  absent  on  a  visit  at  Norwich,  20 
miles  north  of  Windsor,  and  will  not  return  until  Wednes¬ 
day  noon,  and  the  weather  being  cold  and  tempestuous,  we 
conclude  to  remain  at  Windsor  until  his  return.  I  get  me 
a  Gazetteer  of  Vermont,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  read 
most  of  it.  I  visit  the  State’s  Prison,  where  are  124  con¬ 
victs,  and  examine  the  prison  register  to  see  if  there  are 
an}^  prisoners  from  Worcester  County.  I  do  not  find  any. 
The  prison  is  now  undergoing  great  changes.  Solitary 
cells  are  in  course  of  building,  when  the  plan  and  arrange¬ 
ment  will  be  similar  to  that  which  exists  at  Chari estoAvn, 
Mass.  I  go  into  the  grave-yard  and  copy  off  many 
epitaphs.  I  find  some  Sutton  people  buried  here,  among 
Avhom  is  Abner  Forbes.  He  came  from  Sutton  to  Windsor 
Avhile  he  Avas  quite  young,  Avith  Mr.  Jonathan  Hall,  Avith 
whom  he  lived.  He  Avas  educated  for  commercial  life  and 
succeed  in  acquiring  an  ample  fortune.  He  Avas  Major- 
General  and  finally  a  judge  of  the  County  Court  and,  I 
l)elieve,  a  member  of  the  State  Senate.  He  had  a  brother 
Jotham,  also  born  in  Sutton,  Avho  settled  in  Windsor, 
was  a  physician  and  acted  as  surgeon  in  the  Avar  of 
1812-13.  He  died  in  Ohio.  There  Avere  tAvo  other 
brothers,  Libbeus  and  Absolom,  Avho  settled  as  farmers  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Windsor.  There  are  many  stones 
erected  in  memory  of  a  family  by  the  name  of  Sterne. 
This  family  came  from  Worcester,  l)eing  originally  from 
Oxford.  Many  of  them  have  l)een  highly  respectable. 
Deacon  Nathan  Coolige,  avIio  is  noAV  living  at  Windsor, 
informs  me  that  he  once  lived  in  Worcester  and  is  a  native 
of  WatertoAvn.  S.  ShnttlesAvorth,  Es(|.,  a  classmate  of 
eludge  Bangs,  formerl}^  a  minister  and  noAv  a  laAA^yer, 
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informs  me  that  he  once  preached  for  some  time  in  Worces¬ 
ter.  He  is  very  old  and  very  poor.  Thomas  Leland, 
Escp,  attorney  at  law,  is  a  native  of  Grafton,  and  is  cousin 
to  Col.  Cyrus  Leland  at  the  New  England  Villao’e. 
Cornish  in  Ne^v  Hampshire  was  settled  by  emigrants  from 
Sutton.  The  burying-ground  is  in  sight  from  Windsor 
Street.  In  the  afternoon  I  visit  that  and  find  a  great  deal  to 
interest  me.  The  first  monument  that  met  my  eye  was  that 
of  the  Rev.  James  Wellman,  the  first  minister  of  the  north 
parish  of  Sutton,  now  Millbury.  Beside  him  lay  the  bodies 
of  the  Chases,  the  Putnams,  Marbles,  Morses,  &c.,  all 
Sutton  names  and  natives  of  that  town.  I  copied  above 
fifty  epitaphs,  being  nearly  all  that  were  to  be  found  in  the 
j-ard.  The  oldest  of  the  Chase  family  was  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Chase,  who  was  born  in  1707  at  Littleton  and 
went  to  Sutton  before  1730  &  remained  there  until  1703 
or  4  and  then  went  with  a  part  of  his  family  to  Cornish. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  93,  having  been  a  judge,  senator, 
and  sustained  a  variety  of  honors,  and  with  profit  and 
respectability.  He  has  left  a  great  number  of  descendants, 
among  whom  is  the  Hon.  Dudley  Chase  of  Randolph,  now 
a  senator  in  Congress  from  Vermont. 

Tuesday,  April  12. 

It  is  cold.  I  call  on  Harvey  Chase,  Esq.,  a  lawj^er  of 
Cornish,  having  his  office  near  the  Windsor  Bridge,  who  is 
the  youngest  son  of  Moses  Chase,  who  was  the  youngest 
brother  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Chase  aljove  named.  I 
informed  him  of  my  intention  to  collect  materials  for  a 
history  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  and  he  politely  offered  to 
furnish  me  an  account  of  the  Sutton  families  who  came  to 
Cornish.  He  invited  me  to  take  tea  at  his  house,  which  I 
accepted,  and  I  there  met  Dr.  Phelps  of  M^indsor,  who 
assisted  in  surveying  for  the  Blackstone  Canal  ;  and  Parson 
[George]  Leonard,  an  Episcopalian  clergyman,  now  ofHci- 
atmo’  as  rector  in  Cornish,  at  the  church  a  little  distance 
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below  Windsor  Bridge.  He  was  a  classmate  of  kSam.  M. 
Burnside,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  and  is  one  of  the  ugliest- 
looking  men  I  ever  saw,  jet  withal  a  most  honest  counte¬ 
nance.  I  found  him  very  pleasant  and  intelligent.  He  is  a 
native  of  Norton.  Dr.  Phelps  is  a  native  of  Windsor  and, 
I  understand,  is  a  young  gentleman  of  good  promise.  In 
the  afternoon  I  see  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horton,  who  was  [of] 
the  class  after  me  at  Cambridge,  who  is  now  rector  of  an 
Episcopalian  Church  in  Windsor.  I  also  see  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Barlow,  now  a  Unitarian  minister,  settled  in  Lynn  and  a 
native  of  Windsor,  on  a  visit  to  this  place  to  attend  the 
marriage  ceremony  of  his  sister,  who  today  became  the 
wife  of  Esq.  Fletcher,  a  young  lawyer  from  Chester,  Vt. 
I  believe  he  is  a  descendant  of  the  Dr.  Fletcher  who  went 
from  Templeton,  and  who  was  a  brother  of  Dea.  Joel 
Fletcher  of  Templeton,  who  died  in  1824,  at  the  age  of  84. 
He  is  cousin  of  Richard  Fletcher,  Esq.,  now  an  eminent 
lawyer  in  Boston.  In  the  evening,  I  am  introduced  to 
Jabez  Sargent,  Esq.,  who  was  formerly  a  laAvyer  in 
Chester,  but  now  a  Jackson  postmaster  of  ’Windsor.  His 
father  Avas  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sargent,  once  minister  of 
Woburn,  Avho  Avas  the  son  of  Jabez  Sargent  of  Worcester. 
Chester  Avas  originally  settled  by  emigrants  from  Worces¬ 
ter.  Adonijah  Whitney  of  Chester  Avas  born  in  Templeton. 
Many  enquiries  are  made  in  relation  to  Dr.  Smith  of 
Sutton,  he  being  a  connexion  of  the  Chase  family.  His 
father.  Dr.  Nathan  Smith,  married  a  daughter  of  Genl. 
Jonathan  Chase,  who  Avas  a  son  of  old  Samuel  Chase  before 
named.  On  the  decease  of  his  first  Avife  in  17f)3,  he 
married  for  a  second,  her  sister.  Dr.  Nathan  Smith 
formerly  lAracticed  in  Cornish. 

Wednesday,  April  13. 

The  day  is  pleasant  and  Avarm.  I  ride  out  Avith  Mr. 
Pettis,  who  shoAvs  me  the  residences  of  the  principal  men 
of  the  place,  and  among  the  rest,  the  house  where  the  famed 
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John  Henry,  the  Spy  in  the  last  war,  resided.  It  is  on 
the  east  side  of  the  road  nearly  a  mile  north  from  the 
Street.  Mr.  Pettis’  ancestors  came  from  Amherst,  Mass. 
Ml.  Pmerson  returns  at  noon  and  I  see  him  in  I’elation  to 
my  errand.  After  much  talk,  conclude  that  I  must  go  to 
Hartford  and  examine  the  Registry  of  Deeds  and  ascertain 
the  condition  and  situation  of  the  titles  to  the  estate.  And 
get  Mr.  Downer  to  meet  us  at  Windsor.  In  the  evening  I 
am  invited  to  play  whist  with  Mr.  Pettis  and  his  lirother. 
I  have  a  pleasant  time.  Lose  o  games  at  a  quarter  each 
and  then  go  to  bed.  Todai^  I  saw  the  famous  living  skele¬ 
ton,  whose  singular  leanness  has  been  the  subject  of  public 
curiosity  for  many  months.  His  name  is  Calvin  Edson  ; 
he  resides  at  Randolp[h] ,  Vt.,  where  he  has  a  wife  and  four 
children.  Until  he  was  about  thirty  years  old,  he  had  as 
much  meat  on  his  bones  as  anybody.  He  looks  somewhat, 
as,  it  might  be  expected,  a  person  would  look,  who  should 
have  a  consumptive  complaint  that  should  not  stop  where 
it  kills  ordinary  consumptive  jiersons.  He  was  born  close 
by  Stafford  mineral  springs  in  Connecticut.  He  is  now 
foity-three  years  old.  He  is  rather  short  and  has  a  simple 
looking  head.  He  coughs  a  good  deal  and  has  a  hollow, 
sepulchral  sounding  voice,  tho’  it  does  not  fatigue  him 
greatly  to  talk.  He  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  having 
been  absent  about  a  year  exhil)iting  himself  as  a  curiosity. 
He  seems  to  have  no  shame,  but  rather  feels  a  pride  in 
showing  his  legs  and  arms.  He  spent  the  last  winter 
in  Paris  and  amused  us  much  in  relating  his  odd  experi¬ 
ences  while  there.  He  was  carried,  it  seems,  into  one  of 
the  publick  hospitals  for  examination  before  the  doctors  of 
medicine.  He  says  he  was  placed  on  a  table  and  a  cele¬ 
brated  doctor  began  to  jabber  at  him,  at  which  all  the  rest 
laughed.  He  could  not  understand  a  word  of  his  speech, 
yet  it  was  very  pleasant  to  those  who  heard  it.  Some  one, 
at  length,  asked  him  in  Eno-lish  if  he  had  any  strenoth. 
upon  which,  he  said,  he  got  off  from  the  table  and  select- 
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iiig  one  of  the  most  muscular  and  athletic  Frenchmen  in  the 
hall,  took  him  by  the  collar  Avith  one  hand,  and,  Avith  trip 
and  a  tAvich,  cast  him  head  long  under  the  benches.  This 
performance  Avas  received  with  great  applause,  and  he  Avas 
actually,  Avhile  in  Paris,  regarded  as  a  bull}^ !  While  in 
London,  he  says  that  the  people  there  told  him  that  tliej^ 
should  never  Amnture  to  fight  us  Americans  anymore,  for  it 

would  be  impossible  to  knock  up  such  trotters  as  his. 

****** 

lie  Avalked  about  Avithout  the  assistance  of  any  one,  and 
ate  as  heartily  as  tho’  in  ordinary  health.  He  Aveighs  about 
sixty-three  pounds,  and  might,  I  should  judge  Avhen  his 
flesh  Avas  on,  haA^e  weighed  from  one  hundred  &  forty  to 
fifty  pounds.  He  had  rode  in  the  stages  to  this  place  from 
NeAV  York,  Avhere  he  landed  on  his  return  from  Europe,  and 
did  not  appear  to  be  suffering  greatly  from  fatigue.  He 
was  present  in  the  same  house  Avith  me  for  nearly  tAvo 
hours,  and  during  most  of  that  time  he  Avas  entertaining 
the  croAvd  Avith  his  London  and  Paris  experiences. 

I  do  not  knoAV  when  I  have  seen  a  more  humiliating  or 
unpleasant  object.  It  is  difficult  to  realize  that  he  is  a 
human  being,  and  although  neat  and  cleanly  in  his  person, 
there  is  something  in  his  appearance  eAmn  disgusting.  It 
affected  me  to  so  m'eat  a  degree  that  Avhen  sitting  at  the 
dinner  table  Avith  him,  I  could  not  eat  nyy  dinner,  and 
1  found  that  others  Avere  affected  in  a  similar  manner. 

His  mind,  I  understand,  has  not  been  injured  bj"  his 
strange  infirmity  of  bodA^  He  has  great  vanity  accom¬ 
panied  with  foolishness.  And  anyone  might  presume  him 
to  i)ossess  this  character  from  the  fact  that  he  is  Avilling  to 
shoAV  himself  round  the  country  for  25  cents. 

Thursday,  April  14. 

The  morning  is  Avarm  and  pleasant.  I  set  out  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Mr.  Putnam  this  morning  in  his  gig  to  go  to 
(.^ueechy  village,  in  the  toAvn  of  Hartford.  AYe  })ass  OAit 
of  AYindsor  into  Hartland  and  so  on  to  Queechy  Piver. 
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The  countiy  hereabout  is  exceedingly  beautiful.  I  have 
iievei  seen  au^^  place  before  that  looked  so  iuvitiuo’  for  a 
permanent  residence.  The  hills  are  large  swells,  unbroken 
by  cliffs  or  ledges  and  susceptible  of  cultivation  to  the  very 
pinnacles.  Tho’  many  of  them  are  yet  partially  covered 
with  ba)iks  of  snow,  yet  the  valleys  begin  to  look  green 
and  immemse  flocks  of  sheep  and  cattle  are  already  turned 
away  from  the  barns  to  find  their  su1)sistence  upon  the 
tender  herbage.  The  roads  are  mostly  settled  and  are 
safeh^  passable  with  the  exception  of  the  clay-pits  which  are 
numerous  &  difficult  to  be  got  over.  These  are  produced 
by  the  frost  })enetrating  the  earth  deeply  and  when  it 
comes  out,  the  surface  liecomes  dry  first  and  thus  leaves 
the  parts  underneath  loose  and  almost  in  a  liquid  state.  If 
a  carriage  wheel  once  gets  through  into  the  soft,  it  can 
rarely  be  got  out  except  by  the  help  of  levers  or  un- 
loadiug.  These  places  make  the  roads  difficult  and  even 
dangerous  for  travellers.  The  holes  are  deep  &  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult,  especially  for  a  stranger,  to  ascertain  where  they  are. 
Horses  and  stages  frequents  get  into  them  and  escape 
with  difficulty.  Besides  the  roads,  I  know  of  no  serious 
ol)jection  to  the  country  as  very  eligible  for  a  residence. 
The  scenery  is  every  where  picturesque  and  beautiful. 
The  land  is  fertile  and  the  climate  as  healthy  })erha})s  as 
any  part  of  ISTew  England.  The  people  are  hospitable, 
intelligent  and  industrious,  and  live  as  happily  as  any 
community  I  have  ever  seen. 

We  reach  Queechy  village  about  noon  and,  after  dinner, 
we  go  to  the  office  of  the  Registrar  of  Deeds,  who  is  the 
I  own  Clerk,  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  examinations 
there  relative  to  the  titles  to  the  estate  of  the  Q*^ieechy 
Company  as  might  be  necessary  in  our  iiegociation  with 
Emerson  and  Downer.  I  spend  the  afternoon  in  the  Town 
Clerk’s  office  and  walk  back  to  the  village,  distant  about 
two  miles.  On  my  return  back,  I  find  a  grave-j'ard  near 
the  bank  of  Queechy  River,  situated  about  fifty  feet  above 
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its  bed,  coinmaiiding  a  fine  view  of  the  suiTounding 
highlands  and  the  beautifnl  valley  below.  I  had  no  sooner 
passed  the  fence  enclosing  it  than  I  found  the  following 
inscription  upon  one  of  the  monunients  there  erected  : 

REBECCA 
Consort  of 
Willis  Hall 
departed  this  life 
March  13.  1814. 

Aged  78  years. 

She  was  the  wife  of  Mr.  Willis  Hall  of  Sutton.  He  was 
the  son  of  Willis  Hall,  Escp,  who  was  the  Pi'esident  of  the 
Chaise  [Shays]  Convention  held  at  Worcester,  1786.  He 
was  an  adjutant  during  most  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
went  from  Sutton  to  this  part  of  the  world  about  1790. 
His  lirother  Jacob  Hall  came  here  about  the  same  time. 
Jacob  lives  in  Hartford,  in  the  83rd  year  of  his  age. 
Jonathan,  another  brother,  now  lives  in  the  west  part  of 
Windsor,  and  is  a  highly  respectable  citizen.  They  had  a 
lirother  Nathaniel,  who  was  a  minister  and  settled  and  died 
at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  and  an  obituary  notice  ma}^  be  found 
of  him  in  the  Recorder  for  about  1820  or  1.  These  are 
grandchildren  of  old  Percival  Hall,  who  was  a  first  settler 
of  Sutton  and  who  came  from  Medford.  Near  the  before- 
mentioned  monument  is  another,  as  follows  : 

ESTHER, 
wife  of 
Jacob  Hall 
died  Feb.  20. 

1814  aged  45 
years. 

The  names  which  were  most  abundant  in  the  yard  were 
Daman,  Udal,  Alibot,  Jones  and  Marsh.  The  following- 
are  a  few  of  the  epita})hs  copied  verbatim  : 

“JOSEITI  MARSH  ESQ. 
was  born  Jan.  12,  1726,  old  style, 
at 

Lebanon  Connecticutt  & 
died,  Feb.  9.  1811,  aged  86  years.” 
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“  In  Memory  of  Mrs. 

MARCY,  widow  to  Ensign 
Joseph  Marsli  who 
died  June  1.  1786 
In  his  85th  year  ” 

“  DOROTHY  MARSH,  wife  of  Joseph 
Marsh  Esq.  was  born  April  the 
9th  1732,  at  Norwich,  Connecticutt 
and  died  14.  April  1810 
Aged  78  years.” 

“To  the  Memory  of 
DANIEL  MARSH  ESQ. 
who  died 
Dec.  11.  1829 
Aged  69.” 

“DOROTHY  wife  of 
Capt.  Abel  Marsh 
was  born  1.  Oct.  1736 
at  Stoneingtou. 

Connecticutt. 

&  died  Sept.  7. 

1813 

Aged  77  years.” 

“  In  memory  of  MR.  ROSWELL 
son  to  the 

Honourable  JOSEPH 
MARSH  of  Hartford, 

&  MRS.  DOROTHY  his 
wife,  died  30  June 
1784,  in  her  22nd  Year.” 

“  In  memory  of 
LEVI  DEMMAN 
who  departed  this  life 
March  24.  1797 
In  the  40th  Year  of  his  age.” 

Joseph  Marsh,  first  named,  was  for  several  years  Lieut. 
Gov.  of  Vermont.  He  distinguished  himself  in  the  (|uar- 
rel  with  New  York. 

In  the  evening  I  go  with  Mr.  Putnam  to  a  Mrs.  Foster’s, 
a  widow  lady,  sister  of  James  Walcott  of  Southbridge, 
manufacturer.  Her  father  was  formerly  a  physician  in 
Charlton  or  Southbridge.  Her  husband  was  a  goldsmith. 
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and  moved  to  this  place  purely  from  fondness  of  its  rich 
natural  scenery.  She  was  once  distinguished  for  her 
poetry  and  occasionally  furnished  pieces  for  the  Worcester 
papers.  She  is  now  about  .50.  Her  daughter  is  very 
])retty  and  entertained  us  veiy  })leasantly  by  singing  a 
great  variety  of  songs.  Her  brother  sang  with  her.  She 
has  been  accostomed  to  good  society  &  is  now  soon  to 
become  the  wife  of  a  retired  merchant  from  Boston, 
living  in  this  place. 

There  are  many  persons  in  this  town  by  the  name  of 
lldal.  They  came  from  Lebanon,  in  Connecticut,  or  some¬ 
where  in  that  vicinity.  One  of  that  name  was  clearing  his 
land  near  Queechy  village  on  the  memorable  17th  June, 
1775,  and  distinctly  heard  the  dischaige  of  artillery  at  the 
Battle  of  Bunker’s  Hill.  The  truth  of  this  stoiy  is  well 
authenticated.  The  distance  from  Boston,  as  the  roads  are 
travelled,  is  one  hundred  and  nineteen  miles.  I  have  been 
told  that  the  canon  Avere  distinctly  heard  at  Templeton  on 
the  same  day.  There  Avere  many  men  in  the  battle  from 
that  toAvn,  and  Avhen  the  discharge  of  artillery  Avas  heard, 
the  Avomen  and  children  gathered  together  in  the  several 
neighlAorhoods  to  afford  each  other  such  comfort  and  hope 
as  they  could,  inasmuch  as  there  Avas  scarce  a  family  in  the 
place  Avhich  had  not  sent  one  of  its  members  to  Cambridge. 
I  have  this  from  my  father  and  others  Avho  Avere  then  young, 
and  who  retain  a  distinct  reccollection  of  the  melancholly 
condition  of  our  revolutionary  mothers  on  that  day. 

Friday,  April  15. 

Warm  and  i)leasant.  I  leave  Mr.  Putnam  at  QueecliA^  and 
I  take  passage  in  the  stage  to  Woodstock,  distant  about  six 
miles.  The  road  is  on  the  south  bank  of  Queechy  river, 
and  passes  through  a  most  delightful  countiy.  I  reach 
Woodstock  about  ten  in  the  forenoon.  This  is  a  pleasant 
village.  It  is  situated  in  a  delightful  valley  surrounded 
Avith  the  most  romantic  scenery.  There  are  valuable  Avater 
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privileges  near  the  village  occupied  by  various  kinds  of 
machinery.  I  saAv  a  sign  Avith  the  name  of  Hutchinson 
upon  it,  and  concluding  that  the  oAvner  might  be  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Hutchinson,  formerly  of  Grafton, 
I  enquired  of  an  elderly  man,  Avhoiii  I  met  in  the  street^ 
Avhat  he  kneAv  in  relation  to  IMr.  Hutchinson’s  family.  He 
gave  me  the  folloAvdng  account:  Rev.  Aaron  Hutchinson, 
Avho  Avas  formerly  a  settled  minister  in  Grafton,  Mass.,’ 
died  in  Pomfret,  Vt.,  in  Oct.,  1800.  He  had  several  sons.’ 
The  eldest  Avas  Aaron,  avIio  for  some  time  taught  a  school 
m  MMrcester,  afterAA^ard  liecame  a  minister  aiul  finally  left 
the  desk  for  the  bar  and  has  for  many  years  practised  Avith 
eminent  success  as  a  hiAvyer  in  the  toAvn  of  Lebanon, 
X.  H.,  Avhere  he  uoav  resides,  and  is  about  seventy  years 
old.  The  next  brother  is  Titus,  avIio  is  uoav  the  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Suiireme  Court  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  He 
Avas  educated  to  the  Bar  and  has,  I  believe,  ahvays  resided 
at  Woodstock.  The  next  lirother  Avas  Samuel  William, 
Avho  Avas  a  farmer,  and  moved  some  years  ago  to  the  state 
of  Ohio.  The  next  is  Alexander.  He  has  ahvays  lived  at 
Woodstock,  is  a  merchant  and  has  been  Post  Master  of  the 
place  for  near  twenty  years.  He  has  been  recently 
and  a  successor  appointed.  He  is  rich  and  is  a  bachellor. 
The  person  avIio  gave  me  the  above  information  made  such 
short  ansAvers  to  my  enquiries  that  I  Avas  more  brief  Avith 
him  than  I  otherwise  should  have  been  had  he  treated  me 
more  civilly.  I  emjuired  aftei'Avards  Avho  he  Avas,  and 
learned  that  he  was  the  above  named  Alexander  Hutchin¬ 
son  himself.  He  is  about  sixty  years  old  and,  T  am  told, 
at  intervals  is  very  polite  and  at  other  times  is  a  little  other- 
Avise.  I  conclude  he  saAv  something  in  my  face  or  manners 
that  did  not  suit  him,  and  I  readily  forgive  his  apparent 
bluntness,  for  I  have  been  placed  in  similar  situations. 

This  toAvn  was  settled  mainly  from  Middleboro  in  Mass., 
Pomfret,  Conn.,  &  some  feAv  families  from  Worcester. 
The  grave-yard  has  very  fcAv  monuments  in  it  that  afford 
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interest  to  a  Worcester  County  traveller.  I  foiuul  the 
following : 

“ELIZABETH  MOWER 
born 

at  Worcester,  Mass. 

Feb.  3.  A.  D.  1785  : 
died 

at  Wood.stock 

April  19.  1814. 

Aged  29  years.” 

“  Sacred 

To  the  memory  of 

HENRY  MOWER 

Born  at  Worcester,  Mass. 

March  13,  1777 
Died  March  14,  1808.” 

“ SAMUEL  CHANDLER 
Born 

at  Worcester,  Mass. 

Feb.  25.  1757. 
died 

In  this  Town  Oct.  26.  1813. 
iEt.  56.” 

lie  Avas  brother  to  the  Avife  of  the  Revd.  Dr.  Aaron 
Bancroft  of  Worcester.  Dr.  Bancroft  Avas  one  of  his 
executors.  He  made  a  grand  Avill,  and  disposed  of  his 
Avhole  estate,  Avhich  Avas  estimated  as  very  large,  to  his 
friends.  He  Avas  a  bachellor  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  property,  hoAvever,  Avas  liarely  sufficient  to  pay  his 
“  just  debts  and  defray  funeral  charges.”  He  Avas  a 
merchant.* 

After  examining  the  grave-yard,  I  Avent  into  the  Clerk’s 
office  of  the  County  of  Windsor  to  get  some  papers 
relating  to  Queechy.  Benjamin  SAvan,  Esq.,  is  the  Clerk. 
He  Avas  liorn  in  Worcester.  His  father  Avas  William 
SAvan,  Avho  Avas  a  native  of  Boston  and  moved  from  there 
to  Marlboro’  to  get  aAvay  from  the  Small  Pox  and  thence  to 
Worcester,  Avhere  he  died  in  1774,  aged  59.  Benjamin 

>  Samuel  Cliandler  was  town  treasurer  of  AVorcester  In  1795,  and  a  director  in  tlie 
AVorcester  Bank  in  1804.  He  lived  at  the  foot  of  what  is  now  Pearl  Street,  and  at 
one  time  had  a  farm  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  including  what  is  now  known  as 
Chandler  Hill. 
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was  a  clerk  in  IMr.  iSalisbury’s  store  and  came  to  Wood- 
stock  in  1791,  and  went  into  business  with  Sami.  Chandler 
as  a  merchant.  He  is  now  Treasurer  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  to  which  office  he  has  been  elected  almost  with¬ 
out  opposition  thirty-one  years  successively.  He  has  been 
clerk  of  all  the  Courts  for  the  County  of  Windsor  for 
above  twenty  years  and  makes  a  more  beautiful  record  than 
any  man  I  have  ever  seen.  He  enjoys  a  high  rei)utation 
for  honesty  and  proldty,  and  is  very  much  respected. 

There  are  many  persons  in  Woodstock  l)y  the  name  of 
Warren.  They  came  to  this  place  from  Leicester.  Those 
of  the  name  of  Bryant,  are  from  Templeton.  Eobert  Bar¬ 
ker,  the  keeper  of  the  public  house,  is  from  Billerica  or 
Reding.  He  is  an  amusing  body  and  leaves  nothing  out 
of  the  wa}"  which  may  helji  make  his  customers  comfort¬ 
able.  The  name  of  Dana  came  from  Pomfret,  Connecticut. 
I  saw  a  tombstone  in  the  shop  of  a  lapidary,  unfinished, 

intended  for  a  Mrs.  -  Dana,  who  was  a  daughter  of 

(fen.  Israel  Putnam  of  IVolfs  Den  memory.  Old  Parson 
Dana,  the  first  minister  of  Barre,  was  a  native  of  Pomfret, 
and  one  of  his  sons  is  now  Cashier  of  the  Bank  at  Keene. 

Saturday,  April  16. 

It  rains  all  day.  I  take  the  stage  this  morning  to  return 
to  Windsor.  I  go  through  Hartland  and  reach  Windsor 
about  ten  A.  M.  We  here  meet  Messrs.  Emerson  & 
Downer  and  conclude  our  negociations,  and  get  ready  to 
return  to  Sutton.  I  should  have  mentioned  Avhile  in 
M'oodstock  that  there  is  a  Sutton  man  there  by  the  name 
of  Pierce.  His  name  is  David  Pierce.  He  is  a  lawyer. 
His  father  was  David  Pierce,  son  of  Ebenezer  Pierce,  born 
at  Sutton,  Aug.  12,  1760.  Pie  moved  from  Sutton  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Barnard, 
Vt.,  near  Woodstock,  where  he  died  Sept.  12,  1816. 
David,  Jun.,  has  a  brother  who  is  now  a  practising 
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physician  in  Weather, she  Id,  Vt.  David,  Senr,  wa.s  a  Dea¬ 
con.  Three  of  his  brothers  were  also  Deacons,  and  all 
born  in  Sutton.  The  oldest  was  Ebenezer,  born  June  9, 
1745.  He  settled  in  Hensdale,  Mass.,  and  died  in  Marietta, 
Ohio.  One  of  his  sons,  Enoch,  is  now  a  ph3^sician  in 
Lanesboro,  in  good  practice.  John,  another  brother  & 
Deacon,  born  April  20,  1754,  now  resides  in  Millbuiy. 
Aaron,  another  Deacon,  also  lives  in  Millbury,  who  was 
l)orn  April  1(1,  1762.  Jonathan  moved  to  Southboro  and 
died  there. 

I  revisited  the  Windsor  grave-j'^ard  and  remained  there 
long  enough  to  get  wet  to  the  skin,  and  abandoned  copying 
inscriptions.  The  Jonathan  Hall  before  named,  being  the 
one  who  brought  up  Gen.  Forbes,  ^ras  a  brother  of  Willis 
Hall,  who  died  at  Hartford,  near  Queechy  village.  He 
was  born  at  Sutton,  Oct.  21,  1757.  Willis  Hall  was  born 
May  29,  1747,  and  Jacob  Hall,  another  brother,  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1748/9.  Jacob  is  now  living  in  Hartford.  The 
Rev.  Nathaniel,  the  minister,  settled  at  Granville,  N.  Y., 
Avas  born  April  9,  1764.  He  had  a  son  who  graduated  at 
Yale  College  and  afteinvards  studied  law  and  is  noAv  settled 
somewhere  in  the  state  of  NeAv  York.  Josiah  Hall,  born 
Oct.  5,  17o9,  and  also  son  of  \Yillis,  noAv  resides  in  Sutton. 

There  is  a  grandson,  now  living  in  Windsor,  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  David  Hall  of  Sutton.  By  occupation  he  is  a  cooper. 

Sunday,  April  17,  1831. 

It  rains  incessantly  until  noon.  It  fell  in  toiTents  during 
the  night.  We  start  for  home  this  morning.  We  pass 
down  on  the  Vermont  side  through  Weathersfield  and 
Springfield  and  there  cross  over  the  ferry  into  Charles¬ 
town.  Just  al)ove-  the  feny  in  Springfield  resides  a  person 
by  the  name  of  Whipple,  avIio  is  a  native  of  Sutton.  The 
river  had  risen  above  twelve  feet.  It  is  noAV  very  hig-h  and 
the  current  (piite  rai)id.  I  could  not  stop  at  CharlestoAvn  to 


119 


Dianj  of  Christopher  C.  I^aJdno'n 

look  at  the  grave-yard,  and  we  passed  on  [to]  Bellows  Falls 
and  crossed  there  into  Rockingham,  where  we  remained 
over  night.  The  falls  present  a  very  grand  spectacle.  The 
waters  are  much  aliove  the  common  level,  and  rush  down 
the  channel  with  tremendous  violence.  I  cannot  find  any¬ 
thing  of  interest  in  the  hurying-ground.  It  is  too  new. 
The  most  common  name  is  Burt,  which,  I  believe,  is  of 
Connecticut  oriofin. 

o 

Monday,  April  18,  1831. 

Pleasant.  We  cross  the  bridge  into  Walpole  and  ])ass 
u})  Cold  river  and  so  to  the  Surrey  Turnpike.  We  pass 
through  Surrey  to  Keene.  Daniel  Day,  avIio  keeps  the 
public  house  a  mile  or  two  out  of  the  street,  is  the  son  of 
John  Day,  who  was  liorn  in  Sutton,  Jan.  12,  1749.  This 
John  Da}',  the  father  of  Daniel,  was  a  native  of  Wren- 
tham,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Sutton.  He  had 
a  brother  hy  the  name  of  Daniel  who  came  to  Sutton  about 
the  same  time.  Phis  Daniel  had  a  son,  Daniel,  Jun.,  who 
was  in  the  Army  at  Roxbury  and  Cambridge  in  1775  and 
was  distinguished  as  a  good  marksman.  He  owned  a  large 
Pennsylvania  ride  and  a  Brittish  officer  comino’  within 
reach,  tho’  adjudged  to  be  half  a  mile  distant,  he  levelled 
Ids  piece  and  shot  him  dead.  He  w'as  wounded  in  the 
liattle  at  the  White  Plains  by  a  musket  shot.  The  ball 
entered  his  wrist  and  went  beneath  the  skin  almost  to  the 
elbow  joint.  The  liall  was  not  taken  out  and  he,  failiim’ 
to  keep  out  of  the  water,  took  a  violent  cold  and  died  of 
the  lockjaw.  A  soldier  from  Sutton,  who  knew  him,  ha})- 
liening  to  call  at  the  house  where  he  died  an  hour  previous, 
recognised  him,  and  with  true  soldier  feeling  dug  his  grave 
and  had  his  body  as  decently  interred  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  He  was  buried  liy  the  roadside  at  Horse- 
neck  and  Capt.  Josiah  Hall,  now  living  in  Sutton,  says  he 
could  jioint  out  the  place  of  the  grave.  Daniel  Day,  Jr., 
was  born  Nov.  16,  1755.  His  mother  had  three  children 
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jit  one  birth;  tlieir  names  were  Moses,  Aaron  and 
Miriam. 

1  call  on  Hon.  Levi  Chamberlain,  Attorney  at  Law,  in 
Fitzwilliam,  and  remain  with  him  an  hour  or  two.  He  was 
l)orn  in  Worcester  and  is  brother  to  Gen.  Thomas  Cham- 
berlaiid  of  that  town.  He  stndied  law  in  the  ofSce  of  Gov. 
Tdncoln,  and  enjoys  a  high  reputation  as  a  lawyer  and  is 
greatly  esteemed  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  bachelor.  Another 
brother  of  his,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  is  eminent  as  a  law¬ 
yer,  and  resides  somewhere  in  New  Hamjjshire.  I  call  on 
Mr.  Joel  Hayden,  Avho  formerly  lived  near  my  father’s  in 
d’em})leton.  His  parents  died  Avhen  he  Avas  young,  and  he 
Avent  to  live,  until  he  became  nearly  of  age,  Avith  an  uncle 
in  the  town  of  Oakham.  I  think  his  father  AA^as  from 
Sutton.  Dr.  Patridge,  now  in  practice  here,  Avas  born  in 
Templeton.  His  father  Avas  Deacon  Patridge  of  Temple¬ 
ton,  Avho  came  from  Walpole,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk. 
Dr.  Patridge  first  commenced  practice  in  Princeton,  Avhere 
he  remained  for  a  season,  and  afteAvards  Avent  into  partner- 
shi})  Avith  Dr.  Charles  M^ilder  of  Templeton.  This 
connexion  Avas,  after  a  feAv  months,  broken  off,  and  he 
finally  established  himself  in  FitzAvilliam.  Dr.  'Wilder  Avas 
born  in  Leominster  and  began  practice  in  that  place.  He 
Avent  to  Templeton  in  1819  and  took  the  place  of  Dr. 
Josiah  HoAve,  Avho  retired  to  pi'ivate  life.  Dr.  'Wilder  sold 
out  his  estate  and  right  to  practice  in  Templeton  to  Dr.  [J. 
AV.  D.]  Osgood  in  1828,  and  returned  to  Leominster  and 
after  a  year  or  so  removed  to  Fitchlnirg  and  is  noAV  in  part- 
nershij)  Avith  a  phjAsician  in  that  toAvn.  Dr.  Osgood  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  [donathan]  Osgood,  Avho  Avas  formerlv 
the  minister  of  Gardner.  He  Avas  the  oidy  physician  as 
Avell  as  miidster  of  that  i)lace  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
He  made  himself  very  useful  and  acquired  an  estate  Avorth 
at  his  decease  about  fortj^  thousand  dollars.  Fie  learned 


lUen.  Thomas  Chamberlain  was  for  seventeen  years  Crier  of  the  Courts  of  AA'or- 
cester  County. 


121 


Diary  of  Christopher  C.  Baldwin. 

the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  worked  at  it  until  he  was  21, 
and,  I  believe,  after ;  and  was  as  apprentice  in  the  same 
shop  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Read  of  Templeton,  who  died  in 
the  winter  of  1821-2  and  left  an  estate  of  about  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  Dr.  Ebenezer  Wright  of  Fitzwilliam, 
Avho  died  a  few  years  ago,  was,  I  believe,  a  native  of 
lempleton.  He  Avas  brother  of  Moses  Wright,  Avho  died 
in  1828,  I  think,  of  Templeton.  His  father  Avas  from 
Westford  in  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

19.  In  the  CAmning  I  attend  a  party  at  Emory  Wash¬ 
burn’s,  Esrp,  in  Worcester.  This  is  his  first  party  since 
he  began  keeping  house.  There  are  more  people  present 
than  can  conveniently  be  accommodated.  My  toes  are 
trod  upon,  and  I  am  suffocated  Avith  heat.  The  party, 
hoAvever,  goes  off  very  Avell.  The  Supreme  Court  is  uoav 
sitting,  and  holden  by  Judge  Putnam. 

20.  I  attend  court  iii  the  forenoon  and  return  to  Sutton 
in  Mr.  Sil)ley’s  carriage.  Reach  home  about  one  P.  M. 

21.  Spend  the  day  in  arranging  papers  in  the  office. 

22.  Study  laAv.  Make  up  my  Vermont  journal.  Mr. 
Sibley  returns  from  Worcester. 

23.  I  Avrite  letters  to  W.  Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  make  out 
a  I'ule  betAveen  myself  and  Timothy  Johnson  of  Worcester, 
submitting  our  affairs  to  the  judgment  of  William  Lincoln 
and  Isaac  Davis,  Es(|uires. 

24.  Spend  the  day  in  getting  ready  to  go  to  Boston  to 
meet  Judge  Emerson  and  Mr.  Downer  from  Vermont. 

25.  I  leaAm  niA^  trunk  for  the  staffe  and  set  off  on  foot. 
Hon.  Jonas  Sibley,  in  company  with  Le  Baron  Putnam, 
EdAvard  Clark  and  fl.  L.  Freeman,  all  from  Sutton,  set  out 
for  Ohio.  The  stage  overtakes  me  at  Westboro.  D*’ Wk* 
M.  Benedict  accompanies.  He  is  the  i)artner  of  Putnam. 
We  reach  Boston  about  5  P.  M.,  &  })ut  up  at  Doolittle’s, 
Brattle  St. 
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T  go  to  the  Tremont  Theatre  and  hear  Mr.  [Junius 
Brutus]  Booth  in  the  character  of  Sertorious,  in  the  play 
of  that  name.^  The  afterpiece  was  Win.  Thomson,  and 
was  received  with  great  applause.  It  being  Booth’s  benefit 
the  house  was  well  filled.  Booth  appears  finely. 

The  whole  community  is  greatly  astounded  at  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  the  present  cabinet  of  President  Jackson.  No 
apology  is  attempted  even  by  the  friends  of  Jackson 
himself. 

I  set  out  for  Boston  this  morning  to  meet  Mr.  Downer 
and  Emerson  to  (include  the  arrangement  proposed  at 
Windsor,  week  before  last,  between  them  and  Millbury 
Bank.  Dr.  William  M.  Benedict  of  Millbury  accompanies 
me  in  the  stage.  He  acts  for  himself  and  Le  Baron  Put¬ 
nam,  who  are  to  be  partners  with  Downer  and  Emerson  at 
C^neechy. 

Dr.  Benedict’s  father  was  born  at  Salem  in  West  Chester 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  graduated  at  Princeton  College, 
I  believe,  and  settled  as  minister  of  Plainfield  in  Conn., 
where  he  died  1818  or  thercaliouts.  He  had  a  large  family 
of  children.  One  of  the  daughters  married  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Nott,  President  of  Schenectaday  College  ;  another  married 
Mr.  Hunter  of  Philadelphia,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  that 
city  ;  another  married  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Brown 
(whose  father  was  an  Irishman),  who  now  resides  in  the 
city  of  New  York.  He  is  very  rich  and  lielongs  to  a  firm 
— Brown,  Brothers  &  Company,  who  own  extensive  com¬ 
mercial  establishments  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  and  one  in  I.iiverpool.  The  father  and  sons 
are  jointly  interested,  there  lieing  one  in  each  store.  Dr. 
Benedict  has  one  or  two  brothers,  who  are  settled  in  the 
western  Countr}'.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Braman 
of  Millbury. 

.Joshua  W.  Leland  of  Grafton  informs  me  that  his  great 


“  Sertorius;  or  tlie  Rtnuau  Patriot,”  by  Davitl  Paul  Browa  of  Philadelphia, 
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gTandfather,  James  Leland,  was  one  of  the  nine  families  in 
(xrafton  before  the  purchase  of  the  town  of  the  Indians,  in 
1729.  flames  lived  on  the  spot  now  OAvned  by  Joshua  W. 
and  had  five  sons,  all  of  whom  he  settled  on  parts  of  his 
estate,  near  to  his  OAvn  house.  One  of  his  sons,  by  the 
name  of  Phinehas  succeeded  to  the  family  mansion,  Avhich, 
at  his  decease,  came  into  the  hands  of  his  son  Phinehas, 
and,  on  the  death  of  Phinehas,  fell  into  the  possession  of 
his  son,  the  present  Joshua  W.  Leland.  The  ancestor 
flames  Leland  aa^is  from  SheiLurne,  I  think.  The  place 
Avhere  he  settled,  the  same  Avhere  Joshua  W.  uoav  IIa'cs, 
AA-as  formerly  in  Sutton. 

Thomas  Harback,  Avho  noAv  keeps  the  public  house  at 
WilkinsouAdlle,  says  that  his  grandfather  AA^as  l)orn  in 
Alcester  in  England  and  came  to  this  country  Avhen  he  aauxs 
tAventy-one,  and  settled  in  NeAvtoAvn.  He  there  married 
and  in  the  early  beginnings  of  Sutton,  removed  Avith  a 
part  of  his  family  there.  The  name  Avas  formerly  })ro- 
nounced  as  tho’  spelled  Hai'bridge  &  in  the  early  records 
of  Sutton  is  Avritten  Har^aye. 

We  reach  Boston  about  5  in  the  afternoon,  aiid  put  up  at 
Doolittle’s  in  Brattle  Street,  Avhere  Ave  have  very  shal)by 
entertainment.  We  find  Judge  Emerson  in  the  morning 
prostrate  Avith  the  gout.  He  introdu.ses  me  to  his  son-in- 
hiAv,  Mr.  Morris,  uoav  a  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
He  is  a  native  of  Springfield  in  Vermont.  His  father  is  a 
wealthy  farmer  in  that  town,  living  in  a  beautiful  place  on 
the  bank  of  the  Connecticnt.  He  is  a  nepheAV  of  Gov- 
erneur  Morris,  of  New  York.  The  Lieut,  married  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Emerson  of  Windsor  and  is  now  about 
30  jmars  old. 

2().  I  travel  about  the  city  and  call  on  several  of  my 
classmates.  Dr.  Thompson  dines  Avith  me.  He  first  settled 
at  Kennebunk,  Me.,  and  there  married  his  wife,  a  daughter 
of  the  physician  of  that  place.  He  removed  to  Boston  in 
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1830  &  there  began  practice  again.  His  parents  live  in 
Charlestown.  Call  on  my  classmates  in  college — DL Charles 
Choate,  DL  Martin  Gay,  DL  Fred.  A.  Simmer,  DL  Thomp¬ 
son — and  tell  our  experiences,  &  in  the  evening  go  to  the 
theatre  and  hear  "Zembuca,”  a  Turkish  story,  and  am  Avell 
entertained. 

27.  Have  information  that  Mr.  Downer  has  conclnded 
to  break  off  his  Queechy  negotiations  and  we  determine  to 
return  back.  Spend  most  of  the  day  in  the  State  House, 
and  find  that  John  MLam})us,  the  Indian  who  fornierlv 
owned  the  town  of  Sutton,  owned  a  house  and  land  in 
Boston,  and  was  the  same  land  now  covered  by  St.  Paul’s 
Church. 

28.  Return  to  Sutton.  It  rains  all  day.  Roach  Sutton 
about  5  P.  M.  Expenses  are  ten  dollars. 

29.  Attend  to  business  of  the  office. 

30.  Attend  to  office  business.  Cannot  go  to  meeting. 

3fay,  1831. 

1.  Sunday. 

2.  Study  the  records  of  Sutton,  and  commence  making 
a  copy  of  the  births  from  the  first  settlement,  for  mv  own 
use. 

3.  Very  pleasant.  Continue  making  my  cop3^ 

4.  Am  summoned  to  Worcester  as  a  witness  in  the 
action  of  Rice  &  s  vs.  Sam.  Whitney  of  MTstminstcr. 
Seth  Holden  of  Barre  comes  after  me,  and  I  ride  with  him 
to  Worcester,  &  take  tea  at  IMaj.  John  Davis’. 

0.  Attend  court  and  hear  a  famous  slander  case, 
between  DL  Azor  R.  Phelps  and  DL  William  ^Workman,’ 
both  of  Shrewslmry.  This  is  the  3rd  trial  and  the  verdict 
IS  given  for  DL  Workman,  who  is  the  deft.  DL  Phelps 
was  born  in  Sutton,  April  30,  1798.  His  father  is  Azor 
I  helps,  foimcrly  of  this  town,  but  now  of  Shrewsburj^ 
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6.  Very  pleasant,  and  I  walk  back  from  Worcester  to 
Sutton.  Dine  at  Mr.  Jabez  Hull’s  of  Millbury,  and  pass 
hy  the  west  side  of  Crooked  Pond  in  my  way  home;  and 
Mr.  Stephen  Stockweil  gives  me  a  large  bundle  of  old 
papers  relating  to  his  ancestors,  the  substance  of  which 
may  be  found  in  my  Itinerary. 

7.  Pleasant.  I  proceed  in  making  my  copy  of  the 
records. 

8.  Pains  all  da3^  I  go  to  meeting  in  the  forenoon, 
and  hear  the  Rev.  Mr.  [Osgood]  Herrick  of  Millbury. 

9.  Cold.  I  go  on  with  my  copy. 

From  the  ninth  to  the  20th  of  the  month  I  devote  my 
whole  time  to  collecting  and  gathering  old  papers  and  the 
like  for  a  history  of  Sutton.  The  papers  Avhich  I  collect 
are  mainly  old  letters,  deeds  and  occasionally  a  deposition, 
and  some  of  them  are  odd  enough.  I  ha^m  liegun  one 
labor  Avhich  I  fear  I  shall  not  live  long  enough  to  accoin- 
}>lish ;  it  is  to  procure  a  history  of  each  family  that  has 
lived  in  town,  and  the  births  and  deaths  of  each,  and 
Avhere  they  have  all  gone  to.  I  have  already  procured 
most  of  the  name  of  Sildey  and  also  the  name  of  Chase. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Deacon  Jonathan  Leland  of  Sut¬ 
ton  for  assistance  and  also  to  the  Hon.  Jonas  [L.]  Sibley. 

21.  I  take  Le  Baron  Putnam’s  horse  and  Maj.  Tenney’s 
sulkj^  and  start  for  Windsor  to  attend  the  Circuit  Court  of 
LI.  S.  for  Vermont  to  take  charge  of  the  case  of  Millbury 
Bank  vs.  John  DoAvner.  Hon.  John  Davis  gives  me  a 
letter  to  Hon.  Horace  Everett  of  Windsor.  I  reach  Tem¬ 
pleton  at  sunset  and  stay  Avith  my  father  until  Mondaj^ 
morning,  Avhen  I  take  the  stage  and  reach  Keene  about  (i 
P.  M.  The  wife  of  Emory  Washburn,  Esq.,  is  a  passenger, 
being  on  her  Avay  to  visit  her  parents  at  Walpole.  Her 
father’s  name  is  Giles.  I  copy  one-half  of  the  epitaphs  in 
Keene  burying-ground,  being  those  on  the  south  side. 
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Spend  the  evening  with  tlie  lion.  Levi  Chamberlain.  His 
father  was  Jacol)  Chamberlain,  who  was  born  in  Newtown 
and  settled  in  Worcester. 

22.  At  3  A.  M.  start  in  the  stao;e  for  Windsor  by  waA" 
of  Walpole  and  reach  Windsor  at  one  P.  M.  I  am  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  Hon.  Ellijah  Paine  of  Williamstown,  District 
flud^e  of  the  Vt.  Circuit  Court  of  U.  S.  He  was  made  Judi>'e 

O  ~ 

of  this  Court  by  the  elder  Adams.  He  is  now  past  75,  ven¬ 
erable  in  his  ap})earance,  and  a  very  pleasant  old  man  and 
highl3^  respectable  as  a  Judge.  The  Court  commenced  its 
session  on  Saturday  and  rose  this  afternoon  !  I  take  tea 
and  spend  the  evening  Avith  Hon.  Horace  Everett.  I  never 
have  been  in  any  garden  so  delightful  and  beautiful  as  his. 
I  have  seen  those  Avhich  were  larger  and  cost  more.  It  is, 
I  am  informed,  altogether  the  l)est  in  Vermont.  His  build¬ 
ings  are  built  in  good  taste  and  advantageously  situated 
near  the  bank  of  the  river.  I  pass  the  eAmning  very  pleas¬ 
antly  Avith  him  and  his  family.  His  wife’s  name  Avas 
Leverett,  of  Windsor.  He  settled  in  Windsor  as  a  laAVA'cr 
in  1795.  He  is  noAV  a  member  of  Congress  and  at  the 
head  of  his  profession  as  a  laAvyer. 

23.  Copy  epitaphs  in  the  Windsor  grave-A^ard  and  all 
those  in  the  yard  in  the  north  part  of  Cornish,  N.  H.,  near 
Blow-mc-doAvn  River.  Call  on  Harvey  Chase,  Es(j.,  of 
Cornish  and  spend  the  evening  Avith  Dr.  Phelps  of  Wind¬ 
sor.  Arrange  Bank  business  Avith  Judge  Emerson.  The 
action  is  continued  to  Oct.  3  next. 

24.  .Set  out  on  foot  to  go  to  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  & 
call  on  .‘Solomon  Wellman,  son  of  the  first  minister  of  Avhat 
is  noAV^  Millbury,  Mass.,  and  obtain  a  large  and  Auiluable 
bundle  of  old  papers  belonging  to  the  old  minister.  Visit 
the  Catholic  Church  in  Claramont  Avith  Dr.  Phelps  of  AVind- 
sor,  and  copy  all  the  epitaphs  in  the  grave-A^ard  there,  and 
sta}^  over  night  in  the  north  part  of  CharlestoAvn,  at  Met¬ 
calf’s  tavern. 
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25.  Walk  into  the  Street  and  copy  one  hundred  & 
fifty  epitaphs  there  l)efore  noon .  When  I  reached  Charles¬ 
town,  which  was  about  (i  in  the  morning,  I  met  with  Mr. 
Sumner,  an  attornej"  in  that  town,  and  father  of  my  class¬ 
mate,  Dr.  Frederick  A.  Sumner  of  Boston,  who  related 
the  following  story  :  "  He  had  occasion  to  visit  Claramont 

yesterday  and  when  opposite  the  grave-yard,  near  the 
Catholic  Church,  two  or  three  men  came  out  of  a  house 
and  enquired  of  him  if  heknew  what  man  that  was  who  was 
so  busy  in  examining  the  grave-stones  in  the  grave-yard. 
Upon  his  saying  that  he  did  not,  they  then  told  him  that 
they  had  l)een  watching  him  nearly  all  the  forenoon  and 
were  satisfied  that  his  object  was  to  disinter  and  carry  off 
a  dead  Imdy,  and  they  had  determined  not  to  let  him  escape 
without  a  full  knowledge  of  his  errand.  The  weather  being 
exceedingly  hot,  the  thermometer  standing  at  85,  Mr. 
Sumner  remonstrated  with  them  upon  the  improbability 
of  the  truth  of  their  suspicions,  l)ut  they  answered  by 
saying  that  they  knew  more  al)out  him  than  he  did,  for  he 
came  there  in  company  with  Dr.  Phelps  of  Windsor  and 
pretended  that  he  w^anted  to  see  Dr.  Barber,  the  Priest  of 
the  Catholic  Church ;  ))ut  that  they  believed  such  a  story 
to  be  all  a  fudge  and  made  up  only  to  Ihind  them.” 

I  was  the  person  whom  they  saw  in  the  yard,  and  recol¬ 
lected,  when  Air.  Simmer  told  me  the  story,  of  seeing  him 
pass  and  of  seeing  the  men  come  and  stop  him.  I  did  not 
know  then  that  I  was  tlie  suliject  of  their  conversation. 

When  Dr.  Phelps  &  I  emjuired  for  the  Priest,  a  person 
by  the  name  of  Asa  Draper,  whose  father  came  from 
Spencer,  came  up  and  veiy  })olitely  offered  to  introduce  us 
to  the  Doctor,  but  from  something  which  was  said  he  was 
led  to  believe  that  we  knew  liim  and  so  he  soon  left  us, 
saying  that  he  concluded  we  were  Catholic  Priests.  I  then 
undeceived  him  as  to  that  &  introduced  Dr.  Phelps  to  him 
as  a  physician  from  Windsor.  He  then  took  me  for  a 
Doctor  and  from  the  fact  that  a  dead  body  had  been  stolen 
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from  Windsor  a  few  weeks  before,  he  could  not  explain 
my  being  in  the  grave-yard  except  upon  the  ground  that  I 
was  there  in  pursuit  of  a  dead  body  ! 

Dr.  Jarvis  of  Claramont  married  a  sister  of  the  above 
Asa  Draper,  who  was  born  in  Spencer.  Dr.  Jarvis  is 
cousin  to  Consul  Jarvis  of  Weathersfield,  Vt. 

27.  Reach  Keene  &  there  spend  the  night. 

28.  Reach  my  father’s  in  Templeton,  and  — 

29.  return  to  Sutton.  My  expenses  are  eighteen 
Dollars. 


J’rme,  1831. 

1.  From  the  first  to  the  21st  of  June  1  do  nothing  but 
collect  materials  for  my  history  of  Sutton.  I  visited  most 
of  the  old  families  and  they  obligingly  gave  me  all  their 
old  letters,  deeds,  wills  and  the  like,  and  I  have  now  filled 
a  large  chest  with  them,  which  are  indispensable  to  a  cor¬ 
rect  account  of  the  town.  I  have  also  procured  an  account 
of  several  families  with  great  minuteness  ;  to  wit.  Stock- 
well,  Sibley,  Rice,  Dike  and  Morse.  I  first  procure  a 
copy  of  births  and  then  go  to  the  most  suitable  person  of 
the  name  and  encjuire  out  the  life  of  each  individual  and 
Avrite  down  the  same  as  dictated  from  my  informer.  In 
this  way  I  get  much  valuable  information  which  otherwise 
might  be  lost.  Many  are  now  doctors,  ministers  or  law¬ 
yers,  of  whom  I  should  have  known  nothing  had  I  not 
taken  this  course.  1  ascertain  in  this  way,  too,  the  new 
towns  in  other  States  which  have  been  i)lanted  from  Sutton 
and  also  the  names  of  those  who  have  attained  to  o-reat 
age. 

The  task  at  times  is  very  pleasant  and  entertaining,  and 
then  tedious  and  perplexing  ;  for  I  am  obliged  to  sit  patient 
and  hear  the  whole  of  the  Revolutionary  war  fought  over 
inch  b}^  inch,  and  occasionally  intersperse  such  i)raises  and 
admiration  of  patriotic  suffering  as  shall  lead  prattling  old 
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tiQ6  into  S01116  untold  diin^'cr.  By  tlii.s  means  I  2j'et  much 
that  otherwise  Avould  Im-  lost. 

I  received  a  polite  invitation  from  the  Lodge  of  Masons 
at  Leicester  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  24  inst. 

21.  iNIr.  iNIills  carries  me  to  M^orcester  to  attend  court 
and  Ml.  f^ihley  meets  me  there  on  riiursdav,  havinij  come 
there  from  Boston.  I  leave  M^orcester  on  Frida}^  and  go 
to  Tem})leton  in  the  stage.  I  remain  with  mv  father  until 
Thursday,  7  July,  when  I  return  to  Worcester.  While 
at  Templeton  I  fish  and  hunt  daily,  having  purchased 
me  an  old  gun  of  that  class  called  "Queen  Ann’s,”  carry¬ 
ing  ten  balls  to  the  pound,  and  having  it  new  stocked, 
with  a  good  lock,  for  ivhich  I  paid  six  dollars.  I  procured 
it  for  hunting  pigeons  and  it  answered  a  good  purjiose. 
While  at  Templeton  I  copied  all  the  epitaphs,  being  in  all 
about  180,  and  all  those  in  Athol,  and  Winchendon,  and 
all  in  the  yard  by  Royalston  Factory.  I  collected  a  laro-e 
number  of  cases  of  longevity  in  Templeton,  having  found 
above  l(i0  who  had  attained  the  age  of  80  and  upwards  & 
two  who  had  passed  100.  I  spend  the  time  very  pleasantly 
in  visiting  old  places  and  bringing  up  old  events,  and  with 
them  a  thousand  recollections  of  daj^s  of  childhood.  T 
went  to  Templeton  Avith  the  view  of  visiting  Quebeck  in 
company  Avith  my  father,  but  the  Aveather  lieing  extremely 
hot  Avith  almost  daily  rains,  Ave  concluded  to  postpone  our 
journey  to  some  other  day.  I  read,  for  the  4th  time,  "  Gill 
Bias.” 

Juhj,  1831. 

7.  1  leave  Tem})leton  and  go  to  Worcester  in  the  stage, 
and  in  the  evening  find  that  I  have  lost  my  valise. 

8.  I  stay  Avith  my  friend  William  Lincoln,  and  in  the 
morning  ascertain  that  my  Avalise  Avhich  has  been  lost  con¬ 
tained  my  satchel,  in  Avhich  are  many  Auiluable  papers. 
One  note  against  Charles  &  David  WadsAvorth  of  Barre 
of  three  hundred  dollars,  dated  Sep.  7,  1830,  payable  to 
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me  or  order  in  one  year  with  intereist ;  one  against  Capt. 
Baily  of  Worcester,  the  stone  cutter,  of  eig’hty-five  dollars, 
dated  some  time  in  the  summer,  I  think,  of  1829  ;  and  two 
against  Samuel  Harrington  of  Worcester,  one  for  seventy- 
five  dollars  and  one  for  twentj^-five  dollars,  dated  about  the 
same  time  ;  and  one,  T  believe,  of  three  dollars,  dated  in 
1828  ;  and  all  for  lent  money.  One  against  N.  &  P.  Dan- 
forth  of  Millbury  for  the  sum  of  about  thirty  dollars, 
dated  in  June,  1830,  I  think.  One  against  Varanus 
Walker  of  about  twenty  dollars,  and  one  against  Joseph 
Lovell  of  betAveen  six  and  seven  dollars,  and  one  against 
f Joseph  Daniels  of  ten  dollars  ;  one  against  EdAvard  Clark 
of  Sutton  of  3  dols.,  one  \"s.  Jonas  [L.]  Sil)ley  3  or  4  dols., 
I)esides  many  others  Avhich  I  cannot  remember.  Besides 
there  Avere  many  accounts  running  to  me  and  several  exe¬ 
cutions.  There  Avere  some  articles  of  clothino-  in  the  A’alise 
and  my  shaving  apparatus. 

9.  I  spend  the  day  in  settling  accounts  Avith  sundrv 
individuals. 

10.  I  do  not  attend  meeting  ;  remain  all  day  Avith  IMr. 
Lincoln. 

11.  Monday.  I  spend  the  forenoon  in  attending  a 
reference  betAveen  myself  and  Timothy  Johnson  as  Admin¬ 
istrator  on  the  estate  of  Nahum  Johnson,  his  son.  The 
Referees  are  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  &  Isaac  Davis,  Esq. 
They  make  up  their  aAvard  and  Ave  sign  it.  Nahum  John¬ 
son  Avas  a  creditor  of  David  Day  &  Ebenezer  Gates  in 
the  sum  of  al)Out  170  dollars,  and  to  secure  the  claim 
attached  Day’s  Right  in  Equity  to  redeem  a  certain  farm  in 
W.  His  attachment  Avas  lost  and  to  get  his  debt  it  became 
necessary  to  purchase  in  the  estate.  He  Avas  a  stranger  to 
the  Sheriff  and  could  get  no  one  to  l)e  suretj^  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  i)rior  attachments.  I  became  his  surety, 
reluctautly,  and  lie  soon  after  died.  I  AA^as  compelled  to 
pay  the  note  to  the  Sheriff,  of  aliout  780  dollars,  and  Tim- 
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othy  compelled  me  to  hold  the  purchased  estate  from  Feb., 
1830,  to  tins  time,  and  I  was  subjected  to  great  troulile  in 
looking  after  rents  and  profits,  and  the  subject  matter 
referred  was  what  I  should  be  paid  for  my  trouble  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  elohnson’s  not  having  relieved  me  as  surety. 
The  leferees  allow  me  twenty  dollars  !  I  impute  no  blame 
to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

12.  I  remain  in  Worcester  all  day  to  see  whether  mv 
lost  valise  vdll  return  with  the  Keene  stage.  The  driver 
can  hear  nothing  from  it.  I  send  a  letter  to  Col.  Towns- 
ley  to  aid  me  in  finding  it,  and  write  a  letter  to  Charles 
AVadsworth  of  Barre,  notifying  him  that  his  note  to  me 
has  been  lost  and  direct  him  not  to  pay  it.  Siiend  the 
evening  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s. 

13.  I  walk  to  Sutton  liy  way  of  Grafton  and  coiiy  190 
ejiitaphs  in  the  Grafton  grave-yard.  I  have  never  found 

yai’d  where  so  many  instances  of  longevity  occur. 
There  are  only  two  yards  in  to’wn,  one  between  the  New 
England  village  and  the  meeting-house,  and  the  other  near 
Uxbridge  or  Upton  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.  The 
former  contains  between  3  &  4  hundred  monuments, 
while  the  latter  has  but  few.  There  is  what  is  called  the 
Indian  burying-ground,  where  the  Hassanamisco  Indians 
were  interred,  in  which  there  are  no  monuments.  This  is  a 
little  way  south  of  the  old  Baptist  meeting-house,  on  the 
new  road  from  Worcester  to  Providence.  I  reach  Sutton 
about  8  P.  M. 

14.  I  pay  my  (juarter  bill  and  settle  all  up  to  this  day, 
July  14,  1831,  being  twentjMour  dollars  for  board,  &c., 
and  five  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents  for  making  shirts  and 
hemming  handkerchiefs. 

15  to  23.  I  read  the  last  numliers  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can  Review  and  American  Quarterly  Review,  and  the 
"Antiquities  of  the  Jews,”  by  Josephus.  I  read  this  last 
work  that  I  may  better  understand  the  discoveries  of 
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Chainpollion,  the  ingenious  expounder  of  the  Egyptian 
nieroglyi)hies,  which  are  learned!}^  treated  of  in  the 
American  Qmirterly.  I  ]:)refer  Josephus  to  the  account 
given  in  the  Scriptures.  The  language  is  better  and  events 
can  be  better  reineinbered.  His  narrative  everywhere 
a])Ounds  with  good  sense.  On  Saturday,  23,  I  walk  to 
Worcester  in  the  evening  to  make  inciuiry  for  my  valise, 
lost  on  the  7.  I  stay  at  Worthington’s  [U.  S.  Hotel]  over 
night.  I  walk  generally  from  Sutton  to  Worcester  in  three 
hours,  distance  ten  miles.  1  can  learn  nothing  of  my  valise 
tho’  the  driver  has  l)een  diligent  in  searching  for  it.  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  advertise  it  in  the  ISjpy  paper,  and  at  the  same  time 
furnish  a  notice  of  Benjamin  Shattuck,  who  died  at  Little 
Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  29  of  May  last.^ 

Hon.  John  Davis  and  William  Lincoln  are  absent,  having- 
gone  to  Boston.  I  walk  back  to  Sutton  on  Sunday,  and 
reach  home  about  3  P.  M. 

25.  I  make  the  following  wager  with  my  })artner, 
Jonas  L.  Sibley,  Esq.,  to  wit :  I  am  to  give  him  a  good  eight 
dollar  hat  if  Andrew  Jackson  shall  be  reelected  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  if  he  shall  not  be  reelected,  he 
is  to  give  me  two  good  eight  dollar  hats,  always  provided 
that  he,  the  said  Jackson,  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of 
election. 

Jonas  L.  Sildey, 

Attest :  Sumner  Cole.  Chris.  C.  Baldwin. 

•  Note  l)y  Mr.  Baldwin  : — 

Benjamin  Shattuck,  son  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Shattuck  of  Templeton,  died  at  a  place 
near  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1831,  at  the  afre 
of  fifty-four.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  University  1797,  and  w'as  a  classmate 
and  chum  of  Thomas  O.  Selfridge.  On  leaving  College,  he  obtained  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  midshipman  in  President  Adams’  navy.  He  afterwards  was  captain  in  the 
merc'.autile  service,  and  about  18  went  to  the  Western  country  and,  finally,  settled 
upon  a  small  plantation  in  Arkansas,  where  he  died.  He  never  studied  any  pro¬ 
fession,  tho’  was  always  esteemed  as  a  person  of  more  than  ordinary  mental  powers. 
He  was  exceedingly  indolent  in  his  habits,  and  passionately  fond  of  fishing  and 
hunting.  He  was  very  large  and  corpulent,  with  pride  or  vanity,  and  very  much 
regarded  and  esteemed  among  his  friends.  He  had  made  arrangements  to  visit 
Templeton  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  He  was  the  oldest  brother  of  Dr.  G-eorge 
Cheyne  Shattuck,  now  an  eminent  physician  in  Boston.  Dr.  Josiah  Howe  of 
Templeton  married  his  eldest  sister.  He  never  married. 

[The  notice  of  Mr.  Shattuck  was  in  the  Jl/ctss.  Sp;/  of  July  27,  1831.] 


Diar;/  of  Chri^foj^her  O.  Baldirin.  133 

T  spend  all  iiiv  time  in  collecting  materials  for  m\-  con¬ 
templated  history  of  Sutton.  I  have  no^v  camnuenced 
collating  the  toAvn  records.  I  get  over  5  years  per  day. 

There  is  now  in  Sutton  an  attempt  at  an  awakening  or 
revival  on  the  subject  of  Religion.  Religious  meetings  are 
held  almost  daily.  They  are  held  at  different  parts  of  the 
town.  On  Sunday,  24,  a  prayer  meeting  was  held  at  the 
meeting-house  at  sunrise.  I  understand  that  it  w^as  thinly 
attended,  the  number  not  exceeding  twenty.  This  effoit 
at  an  awakening  was  first  announced  about  the  beginning 
of  i\Iay.  I  believe  that  it  makes  but  slow  progress.  I 
impute  this  to  the  intelligence  of  the  people,  who'seem  to 
l)e  many  years  in  advance  of  the  clergymen.  Mr.  Maltby, 
the  present  pastor,  is  full  of  zeal  and  is  of  the  most  rigid 
sect  of  the  Calvinistic  school.  I  heard  him  use  this  lan¬ 
guage  in  his  prayer,  or  something  of  similar  import :  "The 
V  hole  human  race  are  odious  in  thy  sight.  Thou  wantest 
power  to  punish  them  according  to  the  enormity  of  their 
transgressions.  Thou  art  surrounded  ivith  saints,  and 
angels  shouting  praises  and  hosannas,  whose  enjoyments 
and  pleasure  multiply  as  the  volumes  of  smoke  ascend  from 
the  pit  of  torture  and  increase  with  the  tortures  and  agonies 
of  the  damned  spii’its  in  hell.”  The  above  contains  the 
sentiment  of  the  preacher  and,  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  his 
^  ^  ha\  e  no  doubt  that  he  is  honest  in  his  feelings 

and  acts  from  the  purest  motives.  He  will  not  suffer  the 
singers  to  meet  for  practice  on  Sunday,  and  his  reason  is 
that  conscience  will  not  suffer  it.  This  is  all  the  reason 
given.  I  go  to  hear  him  only  about  once  in  6  or  8  Sun¬ 
days.  The  jieople,  I  think,  are  very  liberal  in  their 
religious  opinions. 

I  have  read  during  this  month  "Vermont  State  Pajiers,” 
an  exceedingly  interesting  collection  of  Revolutionarj^ 
documents,  arranged  by  ■William  Slade,  Jr.  I  have  read 
also  a  small  volume  entitled  "Moral  Philosophy,”  [Ph3vs- 
iology]  by  Robert  Dale  Owen. 

10 
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Auyust,  1831. 

1 .  This  is  m)r  birthday.  I  am  not  ,sensil)le  that  I 
grow  old,  hut  feel  that  as  I  advance  in  age  days  and  vmars 
l)ass  away  more  quickly  than  formerly. 

2.  I  go  fishing  with  Dr.  D.  S.  C.  H.  Smith  upon  Single¬ 
tary  Pond.  We  take  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  fish,  being 
mosfly  perch,  bream  and  pout.  They  are  caught  as  fast 
as  the  hook  can  be  baited.  They  are  prodigiously  abun¬ 
dant.  The}^  are  small,  but  taste  very  well  when  well 
cooked.  I  have  been  several  times  of  late  with  Dr.  Smith 
and  have  taken  about  a  peck  basket  full  each  time.  There 
are  large  pickerel  in  the  pond,  but  are  difficult  to  l)e  caught 
fj-oin  the  great  plenty  of  small  fry  which  furnish  them 
abundant  food. 

3.  I  continue  transcribing  the  tovv^n  records. 

4.  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  T[imothy]  W.  Bancroft 
call  on  me  from  Worcester.  I  givm  them  a  dinner  at  our 
Sutton  Tremont,  kept  by  Joseph  Whiting,  an  old  bachelor 
of  77,  and  the}^  invite  me  to  ride  with  them  to  Worcester. 
I  go  accordingly,  and  remain  there  until  Saturday,  when  I 
return  on  foot.  I  call  on  maii}'^  families  in  Worcester  and 
spend  my  time  very  pleasantly.  I  get  a  snuff  box  for 
father.  It  is  a  South  Sea  shell,  with  a  silver  top  ;  very 
pretty.  I  give  five  dollars  for  it.  Boyden  &  Fenno 
make  it. 

5.  I  spend  the  day  in  collating  the  town  records,  and 
this  is  now  my  principal  Ivusiness. 

Very  great  efforts  are  now  making  in  town  to  get  iq)  a 
leligious  excitement.  Praj^er  meetings,  emjuiring  meet- 
ings,  conferences  and  the  whole  apparatus  of  fanatics  and 
enthusiasts  are  held  in  different  parts  of  the  town  daily. 

12.  Friday  morning  the  bell  rang  at  sunrise  for  a 
prayer  meeting  at  the  meeting-house.  About  twenty 
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attended.  This  eontinued  till  seven  o’eloek.  The  inein- 
hevs  of  the  Church  then  had  what  they  call  closet  devotions, 
each  having  prayer  in  his  own  house  from  seven  till  ten. 
At  half-past  ten,  public  exercises  were  held  iu  the 
meeting-house  and  lasted  till  noon.  At  two  o’clock,  exer¬ 
cises  were  resumed  and  continued  most  of  the  afternoon. 


A  meeting  was  again  held  in  the  evening  in  the  vestry  of 
the  church.  The  number  attending  appeared  very  small, 
and  little  interest  aiiparently  felt  out  of  the  circle  of 


C’hurch  members. 


18.  Saturday,  at  sunrise,  "was  ushered  in,”  as  4th  of 
duly  folk  say,  Avith  the  "ringing  of  the  bell”  and  public 
jirayer  until  seven  ;  and  then,  as  if  to  insult  the  goodness 
of  God,  the  day  Avas  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humilia¬ 
tion  and  prayer.  Religious  exercises  Avere  held  forenoon 
and  afternoon  in  the  meeting-hbuse,  and  Avith  a  prayer 
meeting  in  the  evening  at  the  centre  school-house.  The 
Baptist  minister  from  the  Street  united  Avith  Mr.  iMaltby 
in  carrying  on  the  exercises  of  the  day.  The  fast  Avas 
appointed,  I  suppose,  Avith  the  vieAv  of  preparing  for  the 
four  days’  meeting  which  is  to  take  place  in  this  toAvn 
next  Aveek.  It  could  not  have  been  for  anj^  other  end. 
For  the  oldest  inhabitants  have  never  Avitness[ed]  a  season 
of  more  universal  plenty  of  all  the  products  of  the  earth, 
and  it  is  a  time  of  uncommon  health  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Sutton  are  as  devout  as  their  neighbors  and,  I  believe, 
are  as  little  addicted  to  vice,  and  I  am  fulU^  confident  that 
li})eral  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  religion  prcA^ail  here 
more  generally  than  in  either  of  the  adjoining  toAvns. 

14.  Bell  rang  at  sunrise  for  [)ul)lic  })rayers  and  a  great 
number  of  religious  meetings  Avcre  held  in  different  }jai-ts 
of  the  toAvn.  I  have  not  attended  any  of  them.  1  do  not 
believe  in  the  doctrine  they  preach,  and  they  call  me  such 
hard  uaines  Avhen  1  do  venture  to  hear  their  })reaching  that 
I  think  it  impro[)er  to  go  near  them. 
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If).  Bell  ning  at  .sunrise,  as  usual,  and  meetings  were 
held  in  the  afternoon  in  the  church  and  in  the  vestiy  in 
the  evening.  The  thermometer  stand, s  today  at  eighty-six 
and  is  intolerably  hot.  Many  are  alarmed  at  the  appearance 
of  the  sun.  It  is  of  such  a  pale  whiteness  that  it  can  be 
looked  upon  as  easily  as  the  moon.  What  connection  it 
can  have  with  the  religious  transactions  going  on  I  cannot 
tell.  It  first  appeared  so  on  Saturday. 

Ifi.  Bell  rang  at  sunrise  and  the  whole  day  is  spent  in 
preaching.  This  is  the  first  of  the  meetings  of  the  Four 
Days.  The  bell  rang  at  nine  A.  M.  for  public  })rayers, 
and  at  ten  it  rang  again  for  public  exercises,  when  a  ser¬ 
mon  was  preached  and  addresses  from  various  clergymen. 
There  were  12  ministers  present.  At  half-past  1,  prayers 
were  again  offered  up,  and  2,  a  sermon  was  preached  and 
several  addresses.  At  half-past  7,  the  bell  rang  for  evening 
exercises. 

17.  Bell  rang  at  sunrise  for  public  prayers  and  at  8  for 
prayers  again,  and  at  ten  exercises  commenced  as  vester- 
da)g  The  number  of  people  present  yesterday  was 
inconsiderable  ;  today  it  was  much  larger,  and  the  after¬ 
noon  was  disposed  of  as  yesterday. 

18.  Bell  rang  at  sunrise  and  the  same  j)roceedings  had 
as  yesterday.  The  crowd  was  very  great  and  a  few  women 
and  children  are  made  to  weep. 

19.  The  bell  rang  at  sunrise,  at  8,  then  at  9,  at  10,  at  ^ 
past  one,  at  2  and  at  7.  There  were  above  twenty  clergy¬ 
men  present.  They  were  from  the  adjoining  towns,  and 
the  })reaching  was  incessant  from  sunrise  till  10  in  the 
evening.  These  two  last  days  the  meeting  was  as  full  as 
it  could  be.  Many  old  people  say  they  have  never  ^een 
so  many  persons  collected  in  Sutton  on  any  occasion. 

20.  Bell  rang  at  sunrise  for  public  prayers.  The 
town  looks  like  a  day  after  muster.  I  have  done  nothin «• 
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for  eight  days  hut  read  Butler’s  "  Beiidniscences”  and 
Hoyt’s  [Antiquarian]  "Researches.’'  I  have  attended  no 
meetings. 

21.  Those  who  have  been  present  at  the  evening  and 
ila}^  meetings  represent  them  as  being  of  the  most  violent 
thaiactei  ;  violent  from  the  tone  of  the  language  of  the 
preachers  and  the  effect  produced  upon  the  younger  part 
of  the  hearers.  Their  manner  is  to  select  one  of  the  most 
fluent  speakers  and  when  he  has  produced  an  excitement 
upon  his  audience,  he  stops,  and  another  calls  upon  all 
those  "  who  wish  to  fall  into  the  arms  of  Jesus  ”  (I  use 
their  language)  to  stand  up.  When  this  demand  is  made 
and  no  one  moves,  the  preacher  admonishes  them  of  the 
terrible  consequence  of  being  refractory,  and  tells  them 
that  Christ  is  readv,  the  saints  are  ready  and  that  God 
Almighty  is  the  witness  of  their  doings.”  This  produces 
the  desired  effect,  and  maipy  of  the  women  and  children 
are  frightened  upon  their  feet.  As  soon  as  they  are  thus 
risen  from  theii’  seats,  they  are  requested  to  accompany 
the  memliers  of  the  Church  into  the  vestry,  or  an  apartment 
separate  from  the  public  meeting,  and  they  are  further 
dealt  with  when  there,  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  them 
from  falling  from  a  state  of  hope. 

This  plan  or  method  is  repeated  from  time  to  time  to 
produce  the  desired  effect.  It  Avas,  in  the  meeting  referred 
to,  done  several  times.  As  I  was  not  present  at  anj^  of 
the  meetings,  I  cannot  tell  hoAv  often  it  aa^^s  reiieated.  I 
dare  not  insert  here  the  language,  Avhich,  I  am  told  of  from 
good  authority,  the  preachers  made  use  of.  But  it  Avas  of 
the  most  bold  and  unauthorized  stamp.  It  Avas  very  much 
like  that  employed  at  Camp-meetings  by  the  Methodists 
and  the  Avhole  proceedings  Avere  of  a  similar  character. 

The  AAdiole  number  "  Avho  have  obtained  a  hope  ”  is 
variously  estimated  from  seveidy  to  an  hundred.  These 
are  generally  women  and  children.  Many  of  the  age  of 
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ten  and  twelve  of  both  sexes  are  included  in  this  number. 
And  I  cannot  lielieve,  from  what  I  have  heard  of  the 
meetings,  that  the_y  have  been  operated  upon  in  any  other 
way  than  through  their  fears.  Adults  could  hardly  sit 
unmoved  under  the  frightful  denunciations  of  the  preach¬ 
ers.  And  it  is  highly  creditable  to  the  children  that  they 
should  be  found  weeping  under  such  severe  threats  and 
reproaches,  for  to  remain  silent  and  unmoved  would  indi¬ 
cate  insensibility  at  least. 

Numerous  religious  meetings  were  held  during  the  month. 

23.  George  T.  Rice,  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  and  Henry 
K.  Newcomb,  of  Worcester,  came  over  in  a  carriage  and 
carried  me  to  Ho[)kinton  Springs  we  arrived  there  about 
one  in  the  afternoon  and  rolled  nine  pins  until  tea  time. 
We  met  there  William  M.  Towme,  Esq.,  &  Thornton  A. 
Merrick,  from  Worcester,  and  wm  had  an  exceedingly 
merry  time.  At  (1,  we  started  for  Worcester  and  had  the 
l)ad  luck  to  break  one  of  the  springs  of  our  carriage,  a 
short  distance  from  Brigham’s  in  Westboro.  We  stopped 
there  to  repair  and  a  severe  shower  came  up  Avhich  deter¬ 
mined  us  to  remain  all  night.  We  ate  fruit  and  drank 
wine  till  11,  -when  we  retired. 

24.  We  arrived  in  Worcester  about  8  A.  M.  I  dined 
with  G.  T.  Rice,  and  then  he  carried  me  to  Milll)urv  where 
we  found  my  partner,  Mr.  Sibley,  in  company  with  dul)al 
Harrington  and  James  Estabrook  of  AVorcester  and  we 
spent  the  afternoon  in  rolling  9  pins  !  This  wound  up  the 
second  day  of  dissipation.  I  have  enjoyed  ever’v  moment 
of  the  time.  Five  of  us.  Rice,  Newcomb,  Towne,  Mei-rick 
and  myself  had  boarded  together  in  the  hospitalde  house 
of  Mrs.  Blake  (widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Blake),  and 
our  meeting  brought  to  memory  many  very  pleasant  as  well 
as  ridiculous  scenes  in  which  wm  had  been  engao-ed.^ 

iTlie  mineral  spring  in  Hopkinton  was  at  the  time  this  Diary  was  written,  a 
t'a.sliionakle  plane  of  resort,  a  large  hotel  being  located  there. 

-  Mr.s.  Blake’s  house  was  on  Maple  Street,  near  the  present  location  of  the  Classi¬ 
cal  liigh  School  building. 
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25.  T  spend  the  remainder  of  the  week  in  coliatino-  the 
Town  Eecord.  I  read  the  memoirs  of  Sam.  Foote  and 
Chcero’s  Letters  to  his  son. 

September,  1831. 

1.  I  am  at  Worcester  attending  court.  This  is  the  3rd 
day  of  a  Four  Day  meeting,  held  in  the  old  South  Meeting 
house  in  AVorcester.  A  Four  Day  meeting  was  held  in 
War(T  last,  and  next  week  there  is  to  be  one  in  Millbmu'. 
Ihis  day  assemble  in  State  Conyention  the  flackson  part}' 
to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Grov.  It  is  rather  a  miserable 
concern  and  is  composed  of  such  as  want  office  and  the 
disaffected  of  all  parties.  1  dine  at  Hon.  John  Davis’. 

2.  I  attend  court.  There  are  only  one  hundred  and  six¬ 
ty-three  new  entries  !  A  bad  state  of  things  for  lawyers. 
Like  everyl)ody  else,  however,  we  hope  for  better  times. 

I  dine  at  Mr.  Davis’  and  take  tea  at  Dr.  Bancroft’s. 

3.  I  dine  at  Charles  Allen’s,  Esq.,^  in  company  with  his 
brother,  the  Rev.  George  Allen  of  Shrewsbury.  After 
dinner,  he  l)rings  me  to  Millbury  and  we  spend  the  balance 
of  the  day  in  rolling  nine  pins.  I  beat  him  soundly — and 
reach  Sutton  at  sun-down. 

4.  I  attend  meeting  today  at  Rev.  Mi-.  [D.  Le  Baron] 
Goodwin’s  Church  at  Wilkinsonville.  This  is  Episcopalian. 
Mr.  Goodwin  is  the  present  Rector.  This  is  the  first  time 
I  was  ever  in  an  Episcopal  Church  and  1  inade  a  very  sorry 
figure  in  getting  along  with  the  ceremonial  part  of  devotion. 
The  preaching  was  very  well. 

5.  I  carried  Susan  and  Joanna  Sibley,  daughters  of  my 
partner,  to  Worcester  and  left  them  there  to  attend  Mrs. 
Wells’  school.  They  board  at  Col.  Sam.  Ward’s. 

(i.  I  go  a  hunting  and  kill  9  grey  woodpeckers. 


iTlie  name  was  elianged  to  Auburn  in  1837  because  of  confusion  witli  Ware. 
'■^Hon.  Charles  Allen  resided  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Park  Streets. 


140 


American  Antiquarian  Society. 


7 .  I  go  ii  hunting  nnd  kill  (i  pigeons  and  spend  the 
whole  day  in  the  business. 

d.  I  go  to  Worcester  for  Capt.  Simeon  Woodbury  to 
get  some  money  from  the  old  Bank  to  take  up  a  note  at 
the  new  Bank  and  one  also  at  Millbury  Bank.  I  get 
measured  for  a  new  coat  at  Brown’s  and  for  a  vest,  and 
settle  with  Thornton  A.  Merrick  &  pass  receipts  in  full. 

9.  Augustus  W.  Koberts,  Esq.,  only  son  of  Arnasa 
Roberts,  Esq.,  of  Millbury  dies  this  day  of  a  fit.  He  was 
graduated  at  Providence  College  and  was  born  in  Sutton, 
Aug.  28,  1799.  His  middle  name  was  Wellington.  He 
was  formerly  a  partner  with  Franklin  Dexter,  Esq.,  in 
Boston,  as  an  attorney.  Mr.  Sibley  goes  to  Vermont. 

10.  I  spend  the  day  in  reading  Unitarian  tracts  sent 
me  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alex.  Young  of  Boston. 

The  wife  of  the  Rev.  David  Holman  of  Doug¬ 
las,  commits  suicide,  by  hanging  herself,  while  the  familv 

are  at  meeting.  Her  maiden  name  was  -  Adams  from 

Northbridge.  She  hung  herself  on  Friday  9th,  I  since 
learn,  and  while  he  was  attending  a  4  day  meetino-  at 
Millbury. 

12.  I  spend  the  wliole  week  in  collecting  and  arranging  ' 
accounts  of  the  early  settlers  of  Sutton.  Most  of  mv 
information  is  from  aged  people  of  the  third  generation 
from  the  settlers  who  came  into  town  between  1720  & 
thirty.  I  also  complete  the  collection  and  transcription 
in  alphabetical  order  of  all  the  epitaphs  in  Sutton  and 
Millbury. 

15.  This  day  dies  the  venerable  Nathaniel  Stockwell, 
in  his  91st  year.  He  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel,  who  was 
the  son  of  John,  who  came  from  Ipswich  in  1717  and 
settled  in  the  Eight  lots.  I  have  obtained  much  informa¬ 
tion  from  him,  and  now  that  he  is  dead  1  think  of  much 
that  1  should  have  en(|uired  al)out. 
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17.  This  day  is  observed  by  the  Church  iu  this  place  as 
a  day  of  huiudiation,  fasting  and  prayer,  but  for  [what] 
particular  object  I  am  unable  to  learn  ;  but  I  conclude  it  to 
be  to  tit  and  prepare  for  a  three  days’  meetings,  which  I  am 
informed  is  to  be  held  in  this  place  next  week. 

18. ^  I  spend  the  day  in  reading  publications  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Association  and  the  Misr^ionary 
Herald.  I  have,  during  the  last  year,  read  most  of  the 
leading  orthodox  periodicals.  I  do  this  that  I  may  undei'- 
stand  sulijects  in  controversy  between  the  two  great 
contending  religious  parties,  which  now  divide  and,  to  a 
ceitain  extent,  distract  the  community.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  very  much  that  our  foreign  missionaries  do  so 
little  for  the  cause  of  science  and  general  information  in 
relation  to  the  various  subjects  of  interest  which  present 
themselves  where  they  are  stationed.  There  are  some 
exceptions,  &  I  Avould  mention  those  stationed  in  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

19  tk  20.  I  spend  both  days  in  collecting  my  mate¬ 
rials  for  my  account  of  Sutton. 

21.  I  Avalk  to  Worcester,  dine  at  Judge  Paine’s  and 
take  tea  at  Hon.  J.  Davis’  and  spend  the  eA^ening  at 
Governor  Lincoln’s  talking  aliout  politics,  and  he  reads  me 
his  letter  to  the  Antimasonic  Committee  of  Boston  on  the 
subject  of  AntimasonrA^ 

22.  I  spend  the  day  in  the  Anti(juarian  Library,  read¬ 
ing  the  Boston  Heivs  Letter,  and  return  in  the  afternoon 
with  Dr.  Alexander  L.  B.  Monroe  to  Sutton. 

23.  I  should  have  mentioned  that  on  Monday,  19,  I 
went  to  Douglas  to  obtain  information  in  relation  to  the 
family  of  Samuel  Dudley,  Escp,  and  I  find  that  he  died  in 
May,  177"),  aged  one  hundred  and  five  years.  He  had 
twenty-one  children.  1  read  the  life  of  the  KeA".  Samuel 
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John  Mills,  son  of  Rev.  S.  J.  Mills  of  Torrinoford,  Ct., 
who  is  brother  of  the  late  Rev.  Edmund  Mills  of  Sutton. 

24.  1  read  the  America, n  Qiiarterly  Mevieio. 

25.  I  attend  meeting  in  the  forenoon  and  hear  Mr. 
Maltl\y. 

2().  I  spend  the  whole  week  in  collecting  accounts  of 
the  history  of  families. 

28.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  D.I).,  of  Franklin,  was 
this  day  married  to  the  widow  Al)igail  Mills  of  Sutton, 
lie  was  born  May  1,  1745,  at  Helwon,  Ct.,  and  is  now  in 
his  eighty-seventh  year.  His  dress  Avas  anticpie  enough, 
having  on  a  cocked  hat,  silk  satin  breeches,  Avith  large 
silver  knee  &  shoe  buckles,  silk  vest,  made  after  the 
fashion  of  olden  time,  Avith  a  kind  of  flap  and  cut  off  at 
the  corners,  and  a  single-breasted  coat,  Avith  straight  collar 
and  large  buttons.  His  appearance  Avas  very  conieH  and 
imposing.  His  head  is  bald,  completely  so  above  the  ears, 
and  of  the  l)est  shape.  What  hair  is  left  upon  his  head  is 
perfectly  Avhite.  He  is  yet  unbroken,  and  actiye  as  men 
ordinarily  are  at  75.  Mrs.  Mills  Avas  the  AvidoAv  of  the 
Rev.  Edmund  Mills,  formerly  minister  of  Sutton.  She 
Avas  born  at  Mansfield,  Ct.,  Oct.  14,  17(14,  and  is  sister  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Zephania[h]  SAvift  Moore,  former  President 
of  Williamstown  College.  She  is  an  excellent  old  lady. 

Dr.  Alexander  Le  Baron  Monroe,  son  of  Dr.  Ste})hen 
Monroe,  this  day  left  Sutton  to  establish  himself  as  a 
doctor  in  Mechvajy  Mass. 

October.,  1831. 

1.  Collecting  family  histories. 

2.  Attend  meeting  half  the  day. 

3.  Get  ready  for  coui’t. 

4.  Go  to  AVorcester  Avith  Mr.  Sibley.  This  day  is 
celebrated  there  in  commemoration  of  the  close  of  one 
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hundred  years  from  the  incorporation  of  the  county  & 
organization  of  its  courts.  Hon.  John  Davis  delivei-s  the 
address,  which  Avas  tAvo  hours  and  an  half  long.  Rev.  Aaron 
Bancroft,  D.D.,  makes  the  first  prayer.  Rev.  George 
Allen  of  Slnwsbury  makes  the  last  one.  Rev.  Mr. 
[Rodney  A.]  Miller  reads  from  the  Scriptures.  The  Boston 
Cadets  are  present  and  perform  escort  duties,  and  our  little 
Historical  Society  is  greatly  honored. ^  The  Cadets  visit 
town  to  pay  their  respects  to  Gov.  Lincoln.  They  break¬ 
fast  Avith  him  this  morning.  Their  dress  is  Avhite  broad¬ 
cloth,  tiimmed  Avith  gold  lace.  Lach  uniform  cost  ninety 
dollars.  One-half  of  the  croAvn  of  their  caps  is  black  and 
the  upper  half  red.  The  plume  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  top  of  the  cap,  made  of  beautiful  white  feathers  and  so 
large  as  almost  to  cover  the  top  of  the  ca}).  The  caps  have 
no  brim  except  in  front  and  are  of  a  most  prodigious 
height,  and  in  the  shape  of  a  bell,  muzzle  up.  Their 
appearance  is  very  splendid  and  magnificent.  The  band 
of  musick  accompanying  them  consists  of  tAventy-four 
distinguished  musicians.  They  perform  delightfully. 
They  play  in  the  meeting-house  before  and  after  prayer, 
and  Emery  Perry,  leader  of  the  singing  in  Dr.  Bancroft’s 
Society  and  the  most  distinguished  singing  master  in  the 
county,  sings  the  "Pilgrim  Hymn,”  Avritten  by  Mrs. 
Hemans.  Adjutant-General  William  H.  Sumner  from 
Boston  and  three  of  the  aids-de-camp  of  Goy.  Lincoln,  as 
also  Major-Gen.  Nathan  Heard  of  Worcester,  Avith  his  aids, 
Thomas  Kinnicutt  of  AYorcester  and  William  Pratt,  Escjs., 
of  ShreAvsbury ;  all  in  full  uniform.  They  sit  directly 
under  the  pulpit,  facing  the  audience,  and  make  a  bold 
ap})earance.  The  aids  of  the  Goax  are  Col.  Josiah  Quincy, 
son  of  the  President  of  Haryard  College,  Pliny  Merrick 
and  Emory  Washburn,  Esqs.,  of  Worcester.  Gov.  Lincoln 


'  The  AVorcester  County  Historical  Society,  incorijorateil  in  1831,  tor  tlie  purpose 
of  “  Preserving  materials  for  a  complete  and  minute  history  of  AVorcester  County.” 
Hon.  John  Davis  was  its  tlrst  president. 
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is  in  a  citizen’s  dress.  The  Judges  of  the  S.  J.  Court  are 
all  present,  who  have  adjourned  their  sitting  to  join  in  the 
festivities  of  the  day.  The  Worcester  Light  Infantrv  and 
Rifle  Corps  assist  the  Cadets  in  the  escort  duties.  The 
procession  reformed  on  leaving  the  meefing-house :  the 
hand  first,  then  the  Cadets,  then  the  Worcester  companies, 
then  his  Excellency  Gov.  Lincoln  with  his  aids,  and 
Gen.  Heard  with  his  aids,  the  Adjutant-Gen',  then  the 
committee  of  arrangements,  being  eight  of  us  ;  then  the 
author  of  the  address  and  the  three  ministers,  then  the 
judges  and  then  the  ignobile  vulgus.  In  this  way  the 
procession  returned  to  the  tavern  of  Jones  Estalu-ooks 
[Central  Hotel]  and  went  to  dinner,  and  there  we  had  a 
most  glorious  time.  A  grand  entertainment  is  o-iven  in 
the  evening  b}^  Gov.  Lincoln. 

5.  Attend  court,  and  in  the  evening,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Historical  Society,  am  chosen  to  make  a  report  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  [the]  4th,  which  report,  with  a  bottle  of 
wine  and  other  appropriate  articles,  are  to  be  enclosed  in  a 
tight  and  safe  box,  made  for  the  purpose,  and  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  and  there  remain 
unopened  until  the  end  of  one  hundred  years,  when  they 
are  to  be  brought  forth  and  examined.' 

().  Attend  court,  and  in  the  evening  go  to  a  party  at 
Maj.  Simeon  Burt’s,  and  wind  up  with  a  dance. 

7.  Attend  court. 

8.  Return  to  Sutton  on  foot.  I  get  an  entire  new  suit 
of  clothes— coat  $20,  pantaloons  $7.75,  and  silk  vest  $3.75  ; 
have  them  of  William  &  Albert  Brown  of  Worcester,  and 
resolve  to  be  more  economical  for  the  future. 

9.  It  rains  almost  incessantly  for  three  days,  &  I 
read  last  number  of  American  Review  and  compare  the 

‘  Ihe  bottle  of  wine  is  in  tiie  iiossessioii  of  tlie  Antiquarian  Society,  but  tliere  is 
no  record  of  tlie  box  liaviiiK  been  deimsited;  neitlier  Dr.  Haven,  the  late  librarian, 
or  Mr.  Barton,  the  iire-seut  one,  have  been  able  to  get  any  trace  of  it. 
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article  there  upon  the  subject  of  Indian  l)iography  with 
1113^  account  of  Massasoit,  the  Woinpanoag  Sachem,  which 
\\as  {)nl)lished  in  the  '  AVorcester  County  Magazine  aiul 
Historical  Journal,”  which  Avas  edited  &  puldished  jointly 
In^  AVilliam  Lincoln  and  myself  in  1825  &  6.  I  read  the 
"History  of  Lynn,”  hy  Alonzo  Lewis,  Es(j.,  a  copy  of 
which  he  gives  me.  I  like  it.  I  receive  a  letter  from  Cady 
A  Doolittle  that  nyy  valise  is  in  their  tavern  at  Lurlington, 
Vt.,  having  been  carried  there  from  Worcester  by  mistake 
in  JuH  7  last. 

I  devote  my  Avhole  time  until  the  20  in  collectino-  mv 
materials  for  history  of  Sutton  &  then  go  to  Boston.  The 
cattle  shoAA^  at  ACorcester  A\"as  on  20.  I  Avent  to  Boston  to 
be  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Anti- 
(piarian  Society,  Avhich  is  to  be  on  the  24th,  the  23rd 
falling  on  Sunday.  I  copy  a  feAv  epitaphs  in  Hopkinton 
and  reach  Boston  about  3  P.  M.  I  go  to  the  theatre  and 
the  next  day  AA^alk  to  Malden  to  examine  the  toAvn  records 
there,  to  find  my  ancestors.  I  find  man\'  of  the  name  have 
been  born  and  died  there,  but  nothing  certain  appears  that 
they  Avere  my  ancestors.  I  copy  all  of  the  name  of  BaklAvin 
from  the  record.  I  examined  the  CharlestoAvn  records  for 
the  same  purpose  but  found  nothing.  Return  to  Boston 
and  attend  the  theatre.  I  visit  the  next  da}^  the  old 
l)urial-ground  on  Copp’s  Hill  and  copy  about  60  of  the 
epitaphs.  Among  the  rest,  I  lookt  particnlarly  at  the 
toml^  of  the  Mathers.  This  family  should  have  a  monu¬ 
ment  as  high  and  splendid  as  that  Avhich  it  is  pro})osed  to 
l)lace  upon  Bunker’s  Hill.  SundaAg  Avhich  is  the  next  day, 

I  spend  in  reading  and  visiting  burial-gronnds.  I  could 
find  no  one  to  go  to  meeting  Avith,  and  so  I  spend  the  day 
Avith  as  little  sin  as  I  could.  AVilliam  Lincoln,  Esq.,  and 
Hon.  John  Davis  come  doAvn  from  ATorcester  in  the 
evening.  We  are  all  at  the  Tremont. 


24.  I  am  in  Boston,  at  the  Tremont,  in  company  Avith 


ur. 
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Hon.  John  Davi.s,  William  Lincoln,  Isaac  Goodwin,  Sauinel 
M.  Burnside,  Esqs.,  all  of  Worcester.  This  day  is  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Anti(|uarian  Society,  wdiich 
is  the  occasion  of  our  being  in  Boston.  The  Society  met 
at  the  E.xchange  Coffee  House.'  The  followiiifif  o'entlemen 
were  present :  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft,  His  Excellency  Levi 
Lincoln,  His  Hon.  Lieut. -Gov.  Thomas  L.  Winthro}),  Rev. 
Abiel  Holmes,  D.D.,  Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  Rev.  Thad- 
[d]eus  M.  Harris,  Rev.  W^^  Jenks,  Plon.  Benjamin  Russell, 
Hon.  James  C.  Merrill,  Hon.  John  Davis  of  Worcester, 
James  BoAvdoin,  Esq.,  Joseph  Willard,  Escp,  of  Boston, 
William  Lincoln,  Isaac  Goodwin,  Samuel  M.  Burnside, 
Es(j.,  Pliny  Merrick,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  Hon.  Edward  D. 

Bangs,  Mr.  [Ebenezer  T.]  Andrews  and  Mr. - of  Boston. 

The  meeting  was  very  pleasant,  and  an  entire  revolution 
was  proposed  and  carried  into  execution,  tho’  not  Avithont 
manifest  opposition  from  Col.  Merrick.  At  5  the  Society 
adjourned  to  7,  and  in  the  interim  partook  of  a  magnificent 
dinner  from  His  Honor  Lieut. -Gov.  Winthrop.  Hon. 
EdAvard  Everett  and  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman  of  Boston  Avere 
present,  Avho  Avere  also  present  at  the  meeting.  The  meet¬ 
ing  resumed  its  sitting  after  dinner,  and  at  about  8  in  the 
evening  dissolved.  I  then  Avent  to  the  theatre  and  saAv 
Miss  Clara  Fisher.^  She  is  delightful !  She  looks  Avell, 
acts  Avell,  and  isy  in  truth,  a  most  interesting  lady.  I 
never  have  seen  any  female,  off  or  on  the  stage,  Avhose 
ai)pearance  gave  me  so  much  pleasure.  Gall  and  SjAurz- 
heim  Avould  sAvear  her  head  Avas  cast  under  the  direction  of 
a  committee  of  taste  chosen  at  the  court  of  beauty.  She 
is  not,  after  all,  so  handsome  ;  but  she  looks  Avell,  and  has 
decidedly  the  best-shaped  head  that  I  have  ever  seen  n])on 
the  shoulders  of  a  female.  She  is  rather  short,  tho’  not  too 


'  The  Kxcliaiige  Cofl'ee  House  was  in  Congress  Square. 

'■*011  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Baldwin’s  visit  to  the  Tremont  Theatre,  Miss  Fisher 
aiqieared  as  Rosalind,  in  “  As  You  Like  It,”  and  a,s  Kate  O’Brien,  in  “  Perfection,  or 
The  Maid  of  Munster.”  Clara  Fisher  (Maeder),  died  November  12, 1898,  aged  87  yrs. 
6  ms. 
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much  ,sc),  and  i,s  just  fat  enough  to  look  delicious.  She 
looks  as  tho’  she  mig-ht  he  about  20,  yet  is  about  2(1  or  7. 

25.  I  called  upon  Joseph  Willard  iu  the  moruiuo;  and  in¬ 
vited  him  iu  company  with  Isaac.  Goodwin  to  accompany  me 
to  visit  the  house  occupied  by  Increase,  Cotton  and  Sam. 
Mather  to  see  if  there  might  not  be  found  some  of  his 
pat)ers  in  the  garret.  I  found  the  house  which  I  suiiposed 
to  be  the  one  they  occupied  and  I  knocked  at  the  door  and 
a  fat  lady  came  out  and  upon  my  telling  her  that  I  came 
out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  ancient  occupants  and 
wished  to  visit  her  garret  to  see  the  famous  study  and 
to  search  for  old  papers,  sh^  told  me  that  had  I  made  such 
a  reijuest  the  sveek  before  she  should  not  have  known  what 
ansAver  to  have  returned  to  my  inquiiy,  but  her  husband 
only  the  day  before  Avddle  in  the  garret,  dropped  a  piece 
of  money  which  slipped  through  under  the  door  and  Avhen 
he  raised  a  board  to  obtain  it,  he  found  the  ceiling  Avas 
completely  filled  Avith  old  papers  Avliich  nolmdy  could  read  ; 
and  added  they  can  be  of  no  use  to  jmn,  for  you  cannot 
read  a  Avord  of  them  !  !  I  insisted  upon  going  into  the 
garret,  but  she  refused  outright,  and  persisted  in  it  to  the 
last.  She  finally  agreed  that  her  husl)and  should  gather  up 
all  the  papers  and  I  might  have  them  in  welcome,  and 
again  added,  ''But  I  tell  you  you  can’t  read  a  bit  of  ’em.” 
They  AA-ere  boxed  up  and  sent  to  the  office  of  Jo.  Willard, 
Ks(|.  I  never  have  gone  aAv^ay  from  any  house  so  reluct¬ 
antly  as  I  did  from  that.  Hoav  much,  Iioav  vei'A^  much  it 
is  to  1)e  regretted  that  our  Boston  Antitpiaries  Avill  not 
rescue  such  invaluable  gems  from  destruction  !  Main" 
old  houses  in  the  city  are  full  of  such  treasures.  They 
are  perishing  daily.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Harris  of  Dorchester 
told  me  that  aliout  thirty  years  ago,  he  Avent  into  this 
same  garret  and  that  at  that  time,  there  Avere  mam- 
camels’  loads  of  old  papers.  He  brought  aAvay  some 
feAv  papers  from  the  great  mass  that  lay  heaped  together 
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there,  and  liad  nevei'  been  there  .since  !  I  intended  to 
liave  vi, sited  the  Hutchinson  house,  l)ut  other  business, 
necessary  to  l)e  tran.sacted  before  leaving’  town,  compelled 
me  to  })osti)one  the  pleasure  to  some  future  visit  to  the  cit}’. 

2(i.  William  Lincoln,  Es(p,  carries  me  to  Worcester. 
We  stop  at  the  College  Library  and  remain  there  till 
noon  and  then  go  over  to  Brighton  and  call  on  the  Hon. 
Mr.  [Jonathan]  Winship,  a  distinguished  gardener.  He  is 
a  pleasant,  hospitable  old  bachelor.  We  go  thence  and 
call  on  Mr.  [John]  Kenrick,  anothei' gardener.  He  is  now 
78  and  is  prodigiously  corpulent.  He  lives  in  Newton. 
We  go  to  Dedham  to  dinner  and  I  coj)/  a  few  epitaphs 
and  go  thence  to  Framingham  and  reach  Worcester  about 
1 1  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

27.  I  remain  in  Worcester  until  Saturday  morning, 
visiting  and  idling  away  my  time.  I  am  a  candidate  for 
Librarian  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  and  am  anxious  lest 
I  be  outwitted  and  another  get  the  place.  And  my  friends 
desire  me  to  stay  on  that  account  that  I  may  reconcile  some 
of  my  opposers. 

November ,  1831. 

1.  I  busied  myself  in  transcribing  the  Diary  of  the 
Rev.  David  Hall  of  Sutton.  Joseph  Hall,  his  son,  now 
80,  gave  me  the  whole  Diary. ^  It  contains  many  facts 
interesting  and  of  value  in  compiling  the  history  of  the 
Town.  He  was  learned  and  highly  popular  as  a  preacher 
in  his  time.  I  found  much  fault  with  it  at  first,  because  it 
was  not  more  particular,  but  I  find  on  looking  back  into 
my  own  diary,  I  am  very  much  in  the  same  faidt  and  even 
more  so  than  he.  I  hope  hereafter  to  cure  myself  of  that 
difficulty. 

December.,  1831. 

;-).  Settled  this  day  Avith  J.  L.  S.  and  adjusted  all  our 
coi)artnership  concerns.  He  agreed  to  give  me  300  Dolls. 


1  Now  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society’s  Collection. 
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for  mv  services  l)eyoiHl  what  I  had  rec/‘,  and  paid  me  in  t\vo 
notes  of  1;50  each.  We  amicabl^^  adjust  all  our  business 
and  separate  without  having-  any  occasion  to  distrust  each 
other.  He  i)ays  all  the  copartnership  debts  and  discharges 
from  all  and  every  liability  connected  with  or  growine-  out 
of  the  affairs  of  the  olBce. 

4.  In  the  evening  I  returned  to  Worcester,  bid¬ 
ding  adieu  to  iS.  where  I  have  lived  a  year  in  a  })leasant 
a.nd  agreeal)le  manner.  This  day  Avas  interred  the 
remains  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Woodbuiy,  Avho  Avas  the  Avife  of 
('apt.  Simeon  M".,  son  of  Col.  Jonathan  W.,  son  of  Dea. 
Benjamin  W.  She  AA^as  the  d.  of  Caleb  Chase  and  sister 
of  Xehemiah  Chase.  I  Avas  carried  to  Worcester  by 
Kdmund  John  Mills,  Deputy  Sheriff,  son  of  Rev.  Edmund 
IMills,  former  minister  of  Sutton.  I  should  mention  here 
that  the  Rev.  iMr.  GoodAvin,  of  the  Church  at  Wilkinson- 
ville,  attended  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Woodbury,  altho’  she 
was  a  member  of  Rev.  Mr.  Maltby’s  Church.  Mr.  Wood¬ 
bury  had  become  dissatisfied  Avith  Mr.  M.  on  account  of 
the  four  daj^s’  meetings  and  of  certain  sentiments  promul¬ 
gated  from  the  pulpit  on  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath, 
ft  began  snoAving  in  the  afternoon  and  fell  plentifully 
during  the  night.  On  our  Avay  to  Worcester,  Ave  met 
Jenks  Brown  avIio  had  been  to  Woodstock  in  Vt.  and  had 
brought  back  ny  valise.  All  the  papers  Avere  safe,  nothino- 
having  been  taken  out  save  a  feAv  articles  of  dress. 

5.  I  continue  in  the  house  all  day,  being  sick  of  a  cold, 
and  read  Hardie’s  "Account  of  the  City  of  Ncav  York.” 
It  is  rather  a  poor  concern.  Dine  at  Maj.  NeAvton’s. 

(i.  1  continue  Avithin  doors  and  read  neAvspapers. 

7.  I  attend  court,  being  first  day  of  Dec.  Term  of  Ch 
('.  P.  and  get  ready  to  depart  for  Templeton  to  see  my 
father.  i\Ir.  Sibley  i)ays  me  50  Dolls.  Avhich  I  endorse 
upon  one  of  my  notes.  Got  a  ucav  vest — Avoollen. 

d.  Leave  at  (i  A.  M.  for  Templeton  and  reach  there 
11 


I;”)*)  American  Anticpmriam,  Aocief;/. 

about  noon.  The  snow  estimated  to  be  '2  feet  on  a  level 
and  not  much  drifted.  John  Field,  a  mulatto,  and  native  of 
Worcester,  is  a  passenger.  He  practices  ventrilocpiism 
and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Vt.  for  that  jmrpose.  He  has 
with  him  his  fiddle  and  I  persuade  him  to  pull  it  from  his 
bag  and  scrape  away,  which  he  does  after  much  solicita¬ 
tion,  and  he  fiddles  all  the  way  to  Templeton  greatly  to  mv 
edification.  Find  my  friends  all  well. 


!b  The  weather  from  the  8  to  Dec.  23  was  every  dav 
extremely  cold.  All  old  men  agree  that  they  have  [never] 
known  such  severe  continued  weather  during  Dec.  The 
Jdiermoniete)-  was  near  0  all  the  time,  and  the  sleio-hin<> 
delightful.  F  rode  out  almost  daily  with  npy  father. 
Sometimes  to  visit  our  neighl)ors  and  cousins  and  some¬ 
times  on  business.  Once  we  went  to  Royalston  and  at 
another  time  we  went  to  Gardner,  Ashburnham,  Rindge, 
Fitzwilliam  and  through  Winchendon  home.  I  purchase 
me  flannel  for  the  first  time  and  put  it  on  thinkino;  thereby 
to  ciu'e  my  cold,  but  to  no  purpose.  On  the  22,  a  mem- 
oral)le  day,  I  put  on  much  warm  clothino;  and  o’o  a  huntino’ 
with  the  yiew  of  creating  a  perspiration,  which  is  effectual, 
all  other  remedies  ha  vino-  failed. 

While  at  Templeton  and  confined  much  of  the  time  to 
the  house  by  the  seyere  cold  with  Avhich  I  was  afflicted,  I 
employed  myself  in  recording  accounts  of  the  early  settle¬ 
ment  of  rempleton,  as  dictated  to  me  by  my  father.  He 
is  now  among  the  oldest  of  the  natiyes  of  Templeton,  being 
born  in  1 7H0.  His  opportunity  for  accurate  information  has 
been  greater  j)erhaps  than  anyone  now  liying.  IMy  o-rand- 
father  was  a  leading  man  in  toAvn,  and  there  being  but 
one  mill,  Avhich  all  Avere  of  necessity  obliged  to  yisit,  it 


Note  by  Mr.  Baldwin;— 

Joseph  Baldwin  signed  a  petition  to  the  Cren.  Court  with  many  other  citizens 
of  Hadley  dated  April  25,  1665.  He  writes  his  name  very  well,  but  Samuel  Baldwin 
on  the  same  occasion  made  his  mark. 

The  subject  of  the  petition,  danger  from  Indian  Incursions  and  a  request  to  be 
protected.  The  petition  is  on  file. 
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enabled  him  to  become  })ei\sonallj  acciiiainted  Avdth  all  the 
inhabitant.s.  I  wrote  down  as  he  dictated  and  had  the 
l)leasure  to  find  him  oftentimes  confirmed  in  his  statements 
by  Mr.  Brice  &  Mr.  Knowlton.  M}^  apology  for  com- 
ndtting  it  to  writing  is  that  at  some  future  time  it  may 
be  useful  for  a  chronicler  of  the  place. 

24.  I  left  T.  for  ’Worcester,  whither  I  arrived  about 
4  P.  INI.  by  stage.  ’While  in  Hubbardston,  I  found  a  son 
of  Dr.  Phelps,  Senior,  who  told  me  that  his  mother  was  80 
years  old  the  day  preceding,  making  her  born  Dec.  23, 
1751.  She  was  born  at  Bristol,  R.  I.  She  was  a  sister  of 
Dr.  Stephen  INIonroe  of  Sutton.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Deborah.  Her  father  Avas  a  sea  captain  and  died  in  Rut¬ 
land.  He  Avas  a  petty  judge  in  R.  I.  Timothy  Monroe, 
a  brother  of  Deborah,  is  noAv  living  in  Princeton  at  the 
age  of  88. 

25.  Sunday.  I  Avent  to  Boston  in  the  stage.  I  stop 
at  T[remont]  Hfouse]. 

2(1.  Call  on  friends,  and  purchase  a  Bell  for  my  father 
for  New  School  House,  Aveighing  107J  pounds,  and  pay  3(’) 
cts.  per  pound.  In  the  evening,  I  attend  the  Theatre, 
being  the  benefit  of  Master  Burke.  There  is  a  full  house. 
Burke  as  Dr.  Ollapod.  I  am  much  entertained  Avith 
IMaster  Burke.  He  is  uoav  12  years  of  age  and  is  the 
most  famous  actor  on  any  American  stage.  He  is  about 
the  common  size  of  a  boy  12  years,  trim  built,  Avith  light 
hair  and  black  eyes,  and  rather  a  pleasant  looking  lad. 
There  is  nothing  in  his  phrenology  that  indicates  such 
talents  as  he  undoubtedly  possesses.  He  is  very  pleasant 
as  an  actor  and  has  none  of  those  indescribable  faults 
Avhich  so  many  have,  such  as  attempting  to  change  their 
voice  or  countenance  and  Avorst  of  all  their  gait  Avithout 
concealing  the  great  agony  they  are  put  into  in  doing  it. 

I  Avent  to  see  him  4  nights  successively.  I  became  tired 
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of  him  on  the  last  night,  and  concluded  him  to  he  a  hoy 
after  all.'  There  were  good  houses  each  night. 

27.  I  visit  my  classmates  Dr.  Charles  Choate,  Dr. 
Frederick  A.  Sumner,  Dr.  Martin  Gay,  Ellis  Gray  Loring, 
Es(|.,  and  spend  the  whole  day  in  their  compan3'.  They 
are  all  well  estahlished  in  their  professions,  and,  I  am 
happy  to  learn,  in  respectable  standing.  I  visited  the 
north  end  of  the  city  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  some 
ancient  buildings  and  the  residences  of  some  famous 
worthies,  such  as  the  Mathers,  Gov.  Hutchinson  &  Dr. 
Tmthrop.  My  Mather  papers,  which  I  saw  when  I  was 
there  in  Oct.,  have  been  taken  away,  and  the  person  taking 
them  has  gone  to  New  Orleans.  I  could  not  learn  his  name. 
What  a  pity  !  I  could  have  made  a  good  use  of  them. 
Why  will  people  destroy  such  valuable  papers?  I  must 
use  greater  diligence  and  see  that  others  of  a  like  nature  are 
not  suffered  to  perish.  I  went  in  the  evening  to  see  Master 
Burke.  His  musical  attainments  are  much  greater  than  his 
theatrical.  He  plaj^s  on  the  violin  astonishingly.  I  have 
never  seen  the  like  before.  I  see  Stephen  Salis1)nry,  Es(j., 
today,  the  first  time  since  his  arrival  from  Europe.  He 
left  M  oicestei  in  Oct.,  1829,  and  has  made  the  whole  tour 
of  Europe.  He  appears  to  good  advantage,  not  showing 
off  such  foolish  and  fop])ish  airs  as  many  of  our  young 
Americans  do  who  have  had  the  honor  of  a  residence  in 
Paris  or  Eondon. 

28.  I  visited  the  Boston  Athemeum  and  had  a  sort  of 
interview  with  the  Eibrarian,  Dr.  Bass.  He  offers  me  a 
(  atalogue  of  the  Eibrary  for  the  Eibrary  of  the  A.  A.  S. 
and  J  propose  to  him  to  use  his  influence  for  the  puri)ose 


’  Master  Burke  played  for  two  weeks  at  Boston  in  the  following  idays-  “ 
the  i  lough,”  “  Merchant  of  Venice,”  ”  Man  and  Wife,”'  liichard  UI., "'Romeo  and 
Ju net,'  ”  Hamlet.”  “  Heir  at  Law,”  ”  Boor  Gentleman,”  ”  Baul  Fry,”  ”.T7r  Bull  ” 
Houglas,  ‘We,st  Indian.”  He  was  also  leader  of  the  orchestra,  and  took  as 
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of  giving  our  Library  their  duplicate  pamphlets.  This  is 
acceded  to.^  I  propose  to  Mr.  Boyden,  keeper  of  the  Tre- 
niont  House,  to  give  us  his  files  of  newspapers,  which  are 
very  numerous.  His  reading-room  is  furnished  with  all 
the  principal  newspapers  in  the  U.  S.,  and  great  pains  are 
taken  to  preserve  all  the  numl)ers  of  each  paper.  The}" 
are  very  valual)le. 

1  visited  Joseiih  AVillard,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Lancaster 
and  a  member  of  the  Worcester  bar.  He  is  now  a  lawyer 
in  Boston  and,  I  am  told,  succeeds  very  well.  He  is  a 
good  lawyer  and,  what  is  infinitely  more  credital)le  to  him, 
he  is  a  good  anticiuary.  He  wrote  the  history  of  Lancas¬ 
ter^  and  an  account  of  the  early  lawyers  in  Woi'.  Co.,  which 
have  made  him  favorably  known.  He  is  son  of  President 
W.  of  the  university.  I  spent  the  evening  at  his  house, 
where  I  saw  his  wife  for  the  first  time.  I  played  whist,  and 
my  partner  was  an  old  maid  who  knew  nothing  about  the 
game  and  caused  me  to  l)e  l)eat  unduly.  She  had  but  t-wo 
teeth  in  her  head  and  contrived  to  talk  all  the  time. 

29.  Thursday.  I  have  a  letter  this  morning  from  Dea. 
Leland  of  Sutton,  saying  that  he  wants  the  church  records 
which  are  in  my  possession,  &  there  l)eing  no  way  to  get 
them  to  him  but  by  going  to  Sutton  I  resolve  to  leave 
town  tonight  in  the  mail  stage  and  get  them  to  him  on 
Saturday.  I  call  on  Sam.  G.  Drake,  editor  of  the  notes  to 
''  Church’s  Indian  War,”  and  find  my  friend  Joshua  Coffin 
there,  and  Lemuel  Shattuck  of  Concord,  author  of  the 
history  of  that  town,  now  in  the  press.  We  sat  down  and 
had  a  merry  time,  talking  all  together  about  old  things, 
and,  I  must  confess,  the  conversation  turned  on  the  weak 
points  of  our  ancestors.  *  *  *  Qur  meeting  was  very 

pleasant  to  me.  Mr.  Shattuck  takes  my  manuscript  copy 
of  the  Hassanamisco  records,  which  is  to  be  returned  when 


>  l-)r.  Setli  Bass,  lil)r.T,riiui  from  1826  to  184G. 

^  Topographical  and  Historical  Sketches  of  Lancaster. 
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he  has  done  with  it.  I  attend  the  theatre  in  the  evenino- 
and  the  only  thing  worthy  of  seeing  is  Master  Burke’s 
musical  rehearsal,  which  is  capital.  He  appears  to  great 
advantage  with  a  fiddle.  I  take  the  mail  stage  at  10  in 
the  evening,  the  play  being  just  through,  and  go  to 
Worcester.  It  snows  very  fast.  The  stage  turns  over  at 
Newtown  and  we  are  all  tipt  into  the  snow — nobody  hurt. 
Ihere  were  10  inside.  I  came  top  of  them  all  and  was  no 
way  injured.  I  must  l)e  thankful  for  such  mercies.  We 
reach  Worcester  at  5.  When  I  went  down  on  Sunday  we 
were  onlj^  four  hours  in  going  from  Worcester  to  Boston, 
and  I  was  told  that  the  day  previous  they  Avent  in  3  hours 
and  30  minutes  ! 

30.  The  season  is  intensely  cold  and  the  snow  flies.  I 
get  a  horse  and  sleigh  and  go  to  Sutton  to  see  about  the  Chh 
records,  and  carry  with  me  Susan  and  Joann  Sibley,  Avho 
are  attending  Mrs.  Wells’  school.  I  remain  at  Mr.  Sib¬ 
ley’s  over  night  and  return  on  Saturday  in  the  afternoon. 

31.  While  in  Boston,  I  procured  me  a  blank-book  for 
my  diary. 


Otis  C.  Wheeler,  Esq. 

He  died  at  St.  Augustine  on  the  (Ith  of  Feb.,  1831.  Tie 
Avas  born  in  Worcester;  his  father  Avas  Greenleaf  Wheeler, 
brother  to  the  Registrar  of  Probate.  Otis  Avas  tAventA^- 
three  Avhen  he  died.  He  Avas  the  office  boy,  at  first,  of 
Hon.  John  Davis  and,  finally,  studied  laAv  in  his  office  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1830,  in  March.  He  possesed 
respectable  talents  and  Avould  have  succeeded  as  a  practical 
laAvyei .  He  had  a  great  fondness  for  business  and  was 
prompt  and  accurate  in  dispatching  it.  He  opened  his 
office  in  Worcester,  Imt  his  health  soon  failed  him,  and  he 
spent  a  few  Avceks  of  the  summer  at  Saratoga,  Avhere  he 
went  in  company  Avith  Charles  Allen,  Es(].,  with  his  Avife 
and  her  sister.  Miss  James  of  Barre.  He  derived  no 
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benefit  from  his  journey  and,  after  his  return,  was  advised 
to  pass  the  winter  in  the  South.  This  he  resolved  upon, 
and  left  in  the  fore  part  of  winter. 

We  Avere  ahvaj^s  intimate  together  from  our  first 
acquaintance,  in  June,  1823.  He  was  obliging  to  a  fanlt, 
and,  from  this  quality,  with  a  warm  and  friendly  disposi¬ 
tion,  he  had  many  friends.  His  prospects,  for  a  l)eginner, 
were  fiattering,  and  until  Ma}"  last  he  had  enjoyed  uniform 
health. 

The  first  Prordncial  Congress  of  Massachusetts  sat  at 
Salem,  Oct.  7,  1774,  the  legislature  having  agreed  iq)on 
such  an  assemblage  in  the  spring  previous.  On  the  14th 
the  (Congress  adjourned  to  Cambridge,  and  there  continued 
their  sittings  until  the  29th,  Avhen  they  adjourned  to  the 
23rd  of  Noa'.,  to  meet  at  the  same  place.  And  on  the 
9th  Dec.  the  Cono-ress  AA^as  dissolved,  and  to  assemble 
again  on  the  1st  of  Febrnaiy,  1775.  This  body  Avas  made 
of  noAv  members. 

The  folloAving  are  the  names  of  those  ])ersons  AAdio  Avere 
members  of  the  first  Provincial  Congress  from  the  County 
of  W orcester : 

Mr.  Joshua  BigeloAv,  AVorcester  ;  Mr.  Timothy  BigeloAv, 
Worcester;  Capt.  Asa  Whitcomb,  Lancaster  ;  Dr.  M^illiam 
Dnnmoore,  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  Mr.  EdAvard  RaAvson,  Jede- 
diah  Foster,  Esq.,  Brookfield;  Capt.  Jonathan  BaldAvin, 
Brookfield  ;  Cai)t.  Phinehas  Upham,  C^apt.  El)enezer  Learn¬ 
ed,  Dr.  Alexander  Camel,  Capt.  Jonathan  Tucker,  Capt. 
Henry  King,  Sutton  ;  Mr.  Edward  Putnam,  Sutton  ;  Col. 
Thomas  Dennie,  Leicestei' ;  Capt.  Joseph  HensluiAv,  Mr. 
Daniel  Clapp,  Mr.  rlolin  Mason,  Mr.  fJonathan  Bullard, 
Mr.  John  Clark,  (Japt.  Stephen  Maynard,  Westboro  ;  Dr. 
James  HaAvs,  Mr.  Levi  Brigham,  Hon.  Ai'temas  Ward, 
Esq.,  ShreAvsbnry  ;  Mr.  Phinehas  HayAvard,  Ca])t.  George 
Cami)bell,  Capt.  Abijah  Stearns,  Capt.  David  Goodridge, 
Capt.  Joseph  lieed,  Uxbridge;  Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler, 
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(^a])t.  Samuel  Baker,  Mr.  Ephriam  Fairl)aiik,s,  Capt. 
Ephriam  Doolittle,  Capt.  Jonathan  Ward,  Capt.  Paul 
Mendal,  Mr.  Stephen  Rice,  Mr.  Gershom  Makepeace,  Capt. 
Timothy  Parker,  Thomafs  Leorate,  Escp,  Mr.  Israel  Nichols, 
Thomas  Cheiie}^,  Esq.,  Mr.  Ahiel  Sadler,  Capt.  Jonas  Wood, 
Mr.  John  Child,  Mr.  Samuel  Jennison,  Capt.  John  Goulder, 
Mr.  Henry  Bond,  Mr.  Nathan  Wood,  Mr.  Abner  Holden, 
Mr.  Jonathan  Baldwin,  Templeton  ;  i\Ir.  William  Bio'elow, 
Mr.  Moses  Gill,  Capt.  Benjamin  Holden,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Taylor,  Mr.  Moses  Hale,  Mr.  Samuel  Baldwin. 

A(juila  Chase  settled  in  Hampton  in  the  year  1(140  or 
thereabouts  and  in  1(145  went  to  Newbury,  in  that  part  of  it 
now  called  Newburyport,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
person  who  crossed  the  bar  at  Newlnuyport  in  a  sloop. 
This  is  altogether  probable,  as  our  records  say,  "Aquila 
Chase  is  received  as  an  Inhabitant  and  freeholder  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  do  go  to  sea  and  do  service  in  a  boat  for 
foure  yeares.”  What  is  now  Newlmryport  was  not  settled 
till  1(145,  the  same  year  that  A(iuila  Chase  came  from 
Hampton. 

He  married  Anne,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children,  to 
wit : 

1.  Sarah,  b.  —  &  married  Curmae  Annis,  15  May, 

1  (1(1(1. 

2.  Anne,  b.  July  (1,  1(147,  &  m.  Tho.  Barber,  27  Aj) 
1(171. 

3.  Priscilla,  b.  March  14,  1(148/1),  A  m.  Abel  Merril 
Eel).  10,  1670/1. 

4.  Mary,  b.  Feb.  3,  1650/1,  A  m.  Jolm  Stevens 
March  9,  1669/70. 

5.  Aquila,  b.  Sept.  26,  1652. 

6.  Thomas,  b.  — ,  1654. 

7.  John,  I).  Nov.  2,  1655,  A  m.  Elizabeth  Bimdy 

23  May,  1677.  '  ^  ’ 

8.  Elizabeth,  b.  Sei)t.  13,  1657. 

9.  Ruth,  born  March  18,  1660,  A  d.  30  May,  1676. 
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10.  Daniel,  b.  Dec.  9,  1(1(11,  m.  - Kiinbal,  Auo-. 

25,  1(183. 

11.  Moses,  1).  Dec.  24,  l(i(13,  &  m.  Anne  Follans))ee., 
Nov.  10,  1()84. 

Aqnila  Chase,  Sen’’.,  died  27  Dee.,  1(170,  ag-ed  52.  Ilis 
wife  Anne,  after  his  death,  married  Daniel  Mursiloway,  14 
dime,  1(172. 

Moses,  the  youngest  child  of  Aqnila  Chase,  married 
Anne  Follansbee,  10  Nov.,  1(184,  and  had  7  children,  viz.  ; 
Moses  and  Daniel,  twins,  were  born  20  Sept.,  1(185.  The 
first  Moses  died  young.  The  3rd  child,  Moses,  born 
20  JaiF’,  1(188.  The  4th  was  Samuel,  liorn  13  Mav,  1(190. 
The  5th  Avas  Elizabeth,  l)orn  25  Sept.,  1(193.  The  (1th  Avas 
Stephen,  born  29  Aug.,  1(19(1,  and  the  7th,  Hannah,  Avho 
AAUis  l)orn  13th  Sept.,  1(199.  Daniel,  one  of  the  twins, 
married  Sarah  March,  Jan.  2,  170(1/7,  and  had  a  son 
Samuel,  Avho  Avas  born  28  Sept.,  1707,  avIio  moA^ed  to 
Lexington  (Littleton),  married  Mary  Dudley,  and  AAmnt 
with  his  father,  Daniel  Chase,  to  Sutton.  AfterAvards  he 
moved  with  his  lirother  Moses  to  Cornish,  and  Avith  his 
(Samuel)  sons,  Samuel,  dun.,  donathan,  and  Solomon. 
The  brothers  of  Samuel  Chase  Avere  Moody,  Joseph,  Caleb 
and  Moses.  The  genealogy  stands  thus  : 

1.  Aquila  Chase,  b.  Sept.  2(1,  1652,  and  died  1670. 

2.  Moses  Chase,  b.  Dec.  26,  1663. 

3.  Daniel  Chase,  one  of  the  tAvins,  born  20  Se^it.,  1685. 

4.  Samuel  Chase,  b.  28  Sept.,  1707,  Avho  moved  from 
Littleton  to  Sutton  with  his  father  Daniel  and  afterwards 
went  to  Cornish. 

Ebenezer  Grosvenor  and  Lucy  Cheney  Avere  married 
March  15,  1737,  and  had  the  following  children,  to  Avit : 

1.  Ebenezer,  born  March  6,  1738  ;  died  May  28,  1788. 

2.  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec.  19,  1740;  died  Dec.  28,  1792. 

3.  Oliver,  b.  May  19,  1743;  died  1825. 

4.  Asa,  b.  Ajiril  (i,  1745. 
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5.  Lucy,  b.  July  25,  1747  ;  died  Jaii^  31,  1782. 

().  Daniel,  b.  April  9,  1750. 

7.  Lemuel,  b.  Aug.  11,  1752. 

8.  Ezra,  b.  June  23,  1755  ;  died  July  8,  1827. 

9.  Chloe,  b.  Oct.  29,  1757. 

10.  Nathan,  b.  Dec.  17,  17(54;  died  Feb.  22,  1814. 

Rev.  David  Hall,  D.D.,  of  Sutton. 

I  find  the  following’  memorandum  among  the  pa})er.s  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Hall  of  Sutton,  Mass.  :  Mr.  John 
Hall  came  from  Coventry  in  the  north  of  England  a))out 
1(530.  He  landed  at  Charlestown  in  Massachusetts  Bay, 
New  England,  and  afterwards  married  to  a  Lamed  and 
moved  to  Yarmouth,  a  town  on  the  Cape,  where  he  had  by 
his  wife  twelve  sons,  of  Avhom  seven  I  have  secured,  viz.  : 
John,  Gershom,  AYilliam,  floseph,  Nathaniel,  Elisha  and 
Benjamin.  The  Dvo  3’oungest  are  yet  alive,  a1)out  80 
years  of  age.  [This  memorandum  Avas  dated  Nov.  18, 
1733.] 

John,  the  eldest,  married  a  Berse  from  Barnstable,  and 
had  three  sons  and  many  daughters  ;  the  sons  Avere  Joseph, 
John  and  Nathaniel.  His  sons  are  still  alive  and  tAvo  of 
the  daughters.  Nathaniel  moved  to  LiA’etoAvn  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  or  Maryland.  Joseph,  the  eldest  son,  settled  on  his 
father’s  inheritance  in  Yarmouth,  and  married  INIiss  Hannah 
Miller,  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Miller,  first  minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  Yarmouth,  and  had  four  sons,  to  AAut ;  Joseph, 
Daniel,  Josiah  and  David,  and  three  daughters,  viz.  : 
Hannah,  Priscilla  &  Margery.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
wife,  Hannah,  Avhich  haj)j)ened  in  Sept.,  1710,  he  married 
Mary  Morton,  a  AvidoAV  lady  from  Plymouth,  and  by  her 
had  Mary,  Peter,  John  &  Bathsheba.  David,  the  4th 
son  by  the  first  Avife,  he  had  educated  at  Cambrids-e  Col- 
lege.  He  was  born  Aug.  5,  1704,  and  ordained  pastor  of 
the  Church  of  Sutton,  Oct.  15,  1729.  He  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Prescott,  daughter  of  donathan  Prescott  of  Concord, 
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June  24,  1731,  who  bore  him  the  following  children,  to 
wit:  David,  born  May  8,  1732;  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  17, 
1733/4;  Rebeccah,  b.  Sept.  1,  173(1;  Mary,  b.  Dec.  14, 
1738;  Hannah,  b.  Aug.  31,  1740;  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  15, 
1742;  John,  b.  March  4,  1744/5:  Benjamin,  b.  Feb.  27, 
1745/(1;  Lucy,  b.  March  19,  1748/9;  Joseph,  b.  Sept.  8, 
1751  ;  Jonathan,  b.  Jan.  20,  1754;  Deborah,  b.  March  5, 
175(1. 

Thomas  Howard  lived  in  Templeton,  on  the  place  now 
owned  by  George  W.  Bryant.  The  house  was  about  40 
rods  west  of  where  it  now  stands.  He  came  to  Templeton 
between  1750  and  17(10,  from  what  is  now  called  Milford 
in  this  State,  where  he  was  born.  His  father  lived  on 
Bear  Hill.  Thomas  lived  in  Templeton  several  years  and, 
I  believe,  died  there.  He  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  French 
wars,  and  in  the  expedition  against  Canada,  in  the  last 
years  of  the  war,  used  to  pass  through  Templeton,  then 
called  N'arragansett  No.  (1.  This  circumstance  was  what 
probably  led  him  there  to  make  a  settlement.  He  had 
several  children,  among  Avhom  were  Stephen  and  PJeazur, 
Avho  moved  from  Templeton  to  Grafton  in  Vermont.  In 
the  early  history  of  Templeton  they  were  famous  as 
hunters.  This  family  Avas  distantly  connected  to  the 
familj^  of  James  HoAvard,  Avho  anciently  lived  in  Mendon 
(that  part  noAv  called  Milford).  He  had  ten  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  born  betAveen  1740  and  1730.  Pie 
moved  from  Milford  to  Douglas,  Avhere  he  died  in  1779. 
DaAud,  his  son,  Avent  from  Douglas,  haAung  lived  some 
time  in  Sutton,  to  Andover  in  Vt.  and  there  settled  and 
died.  He  Avent  there  about  1790.  Solomon,  his  l)rother, 
Avent  before  him,  al)out  1780,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  toAvn.  Their  descendants  are  there  noAv. 
Joseph,  another  brother,  Avent  to  the  same  place  in  1790, 
and  is  noAV  (1<S31)  liA'ing.  Rev.  Antipas  Howard,  another 
brother,  a  '' free-Avill”  Ba[)tist,  Avent  there  about  the  same 
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time  and  was  a  preacher  there  for  al)out  thirty  years.  He 
was  killed  l)v  the  fall  of  a  tree,  on  a  visit  to  a  daim-htcr, 
who  lived  at  a  place  called  Kow.  He  was  poor.  Rev. 
Uriel  Howard  went  to  Andover  first  and  afterward  removed 
to  the  western  paif,  of  New  York  and  there  died.  Neither 
of  them  had  a  collegiate  education,  and,  I  believe,  were 
nothing  more  than  elders  or  exhorters.  Elias  Howard, 
another  brother,  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  battle  of  Trenton 
and  died  of  the  yellow  fever  at  Morristown,  Ncav  Jersey. 
He  was  in  the  Avar  from  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  Avhich  happened  shortly  after  the  fight 
at  Trenton.  He  Avent  from  Houglas.  Jonathan,  another 
brother,  settled  in  Upton  and  died  there  in  1814.  He 
kept  a  taA^ern.  Amaziah,  another  brother,  lives  in  the  city 
of  Ncav  York,  and  also  keeps  a  public  house.  James,  the 
third  son  and  also  brother  of  the  foregoing,  noAv  li\'es  in 
tsutton  and  has  been  here  for  fifty  years.  He  is  now 
eighty-one,  and  resides  in  that  part  of  the  toAvn  called 
Quabbin,  and  he  gave  me  the  above  account  of  the  familA’. 
They  Avere  all  born  in  Milford. 

Ensign  Jonathan  Sibley,  an  early  emigrant  to  Sutton, 
was  born  at  Danvers  or  Salem,  Sept.  11,  1718.  His  wife 
Hannah  was  born  July  17,  1723.  The  folloAving  are  the 
names  of  their  children  : 

1.  Jonathan  Avas  born  Feb.  10,  1741,  and  at  the  ao-e  of 
25  Avent  and  settled  at  Royalston,  and  Avas  among  the  first 
beginners  of  that  place.  He  died  in  1810,  aged" (59.  He 
had  five  daughters  and  one  son,  Avho  died  about  181(5  or  18 
without  issue. 

2.  Reuben,  born  Feb.  20,  1743,  died  1808.  He  lived 
in  Sutton. 

Huldah,  born  Sept.  13,  1745,  married  John  HoAvard 
of  Sutton,  and  moved  to  Oxford,  where  he  died.  One  of  his 
sons,  Stephen,  went  and  settled  in  Orange,  and  his  mother 
is  noAv  there  with  him. 
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4.  Paul,  horu  April  2(1,  1748,  married  a  Mi.ss  Putnam, 
and  moved  to  Spencer  and  died  there.  His  posterity  are 
now  living  in  that  toAvn,  and  one  of  his  sons,  Caleb,  is'rich. 

h.  Gideon  Sildey,  liorn  Nov.  20,  1750,  moved  to 
Oxford.  One  of  his  sons  Avent  to  Athol  and  is  noAv  there, 
a  scythe  maker. 

(i.  Tarrant  Sibley,  born  Sept  4,  1754,  lived  and  died  in 
this  toAvm,  on  the  homestead,  in  1825. 

Reuben,  l)efore  named,  Avho  died  in  1808,  had  the  fol- 
loAving  children,  to  Avit  : 

1.  Reuben,  Jr.,  born  Oct.  25,  17(15,  married  Betsey 
Marble  of  Sutton  and  about  1708  moved  to  Jay  in  the 
State  of  IMaiiie.  In  the  late  AA'ar  he  volunteered  as  a  soldier 
fiom  Jay  and  Av^ent  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Portland, 
Avhere  he  sickened  and  died  in  1813.  His  family  returned 
to  Sutton. 

2.  Phebe,  died  young. 

3.  Solomon,  born  Oct.  7,  17(10,  Avas  graduated  at  BroAvn 
University,  studied  laAv  Avith  the  Hou.  Seth  Hastings  of 
Mendon  and  settled  at  Marietta  in  Ohio  in  the  practice  of 
his  })rofession.  He  married  a  daughter  of  Col.  Sprout  of 
Providence,  Avho,  having  lands  at  Marietta  given  to  him  Iaa" 
Government  for  his  revolutionary  services,  removed  to 
that  i)lace,  and  IMr.  Sibley  folloAved  him  there  for  the  sake 
(d  his  daughter.  Col.  Sprout  AV’’as  a  surveyor.  Mr.  Sil)ley 
remained  at  Marietta  for  a  short  time  and  from  there  Avent 
to  Detroit,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  He  is  noAv 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  SiijAreme  Court  of  Michigan  and 
has  been  several  times  a  delegate  to  Congress  from  that 
district.  He  has  a  son,  S})rout  Sibley,  Avho  Avas  educated 
at  the  academy  at  West  Point  and  is  noAv  in  commission  of 
a  Lieutenancy  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

4.  Jonathan  Sibley,  born  h('b.  4,  lv72,  died  young, 
and  also  Martha,  born  Pel).  24,  1774. 

(1.  Nathaniel  Sil)ley,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  I)orn 
20  April,  177(1.  He  mariled  a  Chase.  His  son  Silvester 
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i.s  now  in  the  employment  of  Cfovernment  m.s  a  surveyor. 
His  })lace  of  residence  is  Detroit.  His  next  son,  Caleb 
Chase  Sibley,  was  graduated  at  West  Point  in  dune,  1829, 
and  is  now  a  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  arni}^  and  is  stationed 
at  Maccinaw.  The  next  son,  Nehemiah  Chase  Sildey,  is 
now  a  member  of  Brown  University.  He  has  one  other 
son,  Reuben,  living  at  home,  Sutton. 

Edward  Turner  of  Temj)leton  was  born  in  Walj)olc, 
Mass.,  about  1740,  and  came  and  settled  in  Templeton 
between  1705  and  ’70.  He  was  engaged  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  and  died  of 
the  small-pox  at  Half  Moon  on  Hudson  river.  He  was 
the  son  of  Edward  Turner,  Avho  Avas  also  of  Walpole  and 
Avas,  I  am  informed,  a  descendant  of  that  John  Turner  avIio 
landed  at  Plimouth  in  the  May  FloAver  in  1020.  The  Avife 
of  EdAvard,  Jr.,  inarried  Hannah  Fisher,  Avho  is  noAv  living- 
in  her  eighty-eighth  year.  She  lives  Avith  her  son,  Capt. 
Asa  Turner,  in  the  S.  E.  part  of  Templeton.  Asa  Turner 
married  Elizabeth  BaldAvin,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Bakhvin, 
Es(]uire,  of  Templeton,  and  had  the  folloAving  children  : 
Silva,  b.  May  27,  1792;  Dulcinea,  b.  Feb.  12,  1795; 
Avary,  b.  April  17,  1797  ;  Asa,  b.  June  11,  1799  ;  Abigail, 
b.  Dec.  10,  1802  ;  Jonathan,  1).  December  7,  1805  ;  Hannah, 
b.  Dec.  5,  1808  ;  EdAA^ard,  b.  July  24,  1812. 

March  15,  1832. 

My  father,  Eden  BaldAvin  of  Tem})leton,  Mass,  came  to 
Worcester  on  business  and  to  carry  me  back  Avith  him  on 
his  return.  I  Avalk  Avith  him  about  the  toAvn  and  shoAv  him 
all  the  new  things,  and  amongst  other  varieties  invite  him 
into  the  Hall  of  the  American  Anti(iuarian  Society  that  he 
may  see  me  in  my  neAA^  station. 

March  17. 

We  start  after  dinner  for  Templeton  by  Avay  of  Leicester, 
and  pass  through  Spencer  and  so  into  North  Brookfield  to 


1(18 


Dkirij  of  Chrixfnjkier  C.  Baldwin. 


Ebeiiezer  Nye’s,'  where  Ave  remain  all  night.  He  married 
an  aunt  of  my  mother  by  the  name  of  Woods,  and  Avhile 
there  in  the  eyening 
ancestors. 


she  gtive  me  this  account  of  her 


Her  father,  who  was  Ensign  Davdd  Woods,  Avas  born  in 
IMarlboro,  Mass.  He  Ayas  the  son  of  Dea.  Janies  Woods 
of  that  town. 2  Dayid  died  April  2,  1804,  in  his  eighty- 
seyenth  year  at  New-  Braintree  ;  he  Avas  born  in  June. 
His  brothers  James  and  Jonathan  died  in  Ncav  Braintree. 
Moses,  Aaron  and  George  Avere  half  brothers.  Moses  died 
on  the  patei  nal  estate  at  IMarlboro,  and  the  others  in  NeAv 
Braintree,  Ayhere  they  Ayith  the  others  had  migrated  in  early 
life. 

The  Avife  of  Dayid,  aboye  named,  Avas  Martha  M^heeler, 
Avho  Avas  born  in  ShreAvslmry,  Aug.  15,  172(1.  Her  father 
Avas  Thomas  M^heeler,  Avho  died  in  ShreAvsbury  at  the  ao'e 

*•  o 

of  70.  She  died  at  North  Brookfield  at  Mr.  Nye’s,  May 
21,  1819,  in  her  ninety-third  year.  I  saAv  her  but  once, 
and  that  Avas  the  Dec.  liefore  her  death.  She  Avas  much 
younger  than  her  husband. 


The  folloAving  is  a  list  of  their  children  :  Mary,  born 
Noy.  10,  1745,  O.  S.,  &  married  Jonathan  Force  ;  Ben¬ 
jamin,  b.  Sept.  20,  1747,  O.  S.  ;  Persis,  b.  June  25,  1749, 
O.  S.,  &  married  Timothy  Hancock;  Samuel,  1).  May  1, 
1751  ;  Dayid,  b.  Jan.  11,  1758  ;  Martha,  b.  Dec.  29,  1754, 
A  married  Hezekiah  Hancock  ;  Hepsebah,  b.  June  7,  1757  ; 
Eu(*y,  b.  Jan.  28,  17(11,  &  married  Ebenczer  Nye  ;  Jonas, 


'  Note  by  Mr.  Baldwin  : — 

Ebeiiezer  Nye  wa.s  born  in  Rochester,  Mass.  He  is  now  seventy  years  old.  He 
is  the  son  of  Ichabod  Nye,  also  a  native  of  Rochester,  who  was  the  son  of  Ichabod 
Nye  who  was  born  in  Sandwich. 

Jonathan  Nye,  Esq.,  of  New  Braintree,  is  tlie  brother  of  Ebenezer  and  is  now  in 
his  eighty-fifth  year.  Ichabod,  another  brother,  is  in  Rochester,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one. 

^  Note  by  Mr.  Baldwin 

In  the  Boston  Evening  Post  for  Nov.  7,  1763,  is  the  following:  “  We  hear  from 
Marlboro  that  on  the  4  of  last  month  died  there,  in  the  ninety-fourth  yr  of  his  age, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hapgood,  whose  posterity  was  very  numerous,  viz.:  9  children,  92 
grandchildren,  208  great-grandchildren,  4  great-great-grandchildren.”  He  was 
grandfather  to  my  great-grandmother,  Martha  Woods. 
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1).  Fe.l).  1«,  1768;  Loiw,  I).  Aug.  28,  1765,  &  imuTied 
Major  Will.  Fletcher;  A.sa,  born  8aii.  18,  1768;  iVrtema.s, 
1).  Oct.  15,  1761). 

The  first  of  the  above  list,  Maiy,  ivas  mj  maternal 
orandinother.  Her  husband,  Hieiit.  Jonathan  Force,  was 
the  son  of  William  Force  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  Avas 
born  in  that  toAvn.  He  Avas  a  Lieut,  in  the  French  Avar. 
He  died  at  NeAv  Braintree,  -Jan.  22,  1818,  aged  eighty-tAvo. 
His  Avife  died  March  12,  1818,  aged  seventy-tAvo.  They 
Avere  in  humble  life,  but  honest  and  trusty.  Ma^  grand¬ 
mother  has  often  been  represented  to  me  as  a  most  excellent 
Avoman,  distinguished  by  her  good  sense,  industry  and 
virtue. 

Hie  Avife  of  William  Force  of  Wrentham,  my  great- 
yrandmother,  Avas,  before  marriage,  Abigail  W are  of 
Wrentham.  Dea.  Samuel  Ware  of  NeAv  Braintree  AA^as 
her  brother,  Avhose  son,  -Jesse  Ware,  compiled  the  history 
of  Maiy  -Temison,^  Avho  Avas  taken  captive  by  the  Indians. 

The  name  of  Force  is  probably  the  same  as  Voss  or 
Vorse,  tho’  this  is  only  conjecture.  I  have  hardly  ever 
met  Avith  the  name.  I  have  made  diligent  emiuiiy  among 
the  family,  but  have  never  found  anjdhing  conclusiA^e  or 
satisfactory.  There  Avas  a  Peter  Force,  editor  of  the 
JVational  Journal  at  Washington  durin«’  the  administration 
of  -I.  Q.  Adams  and  before,  and  I  once  saAv  the  marriage 
of  one  of  the  name  in  Mendon,  Mass. 

J'he  folloAving  are  the  names  of  the  children  of  ny^  grand¬ 
father  Force:  Maiy,  born  at  Neiv  Braintree,  May  7, 
1765;  -Jonathan,  avIio  died  in  infancy;  Abigail,  b.  -June 
16,  1768 — my  mother;  -Jonathan,  b.  alioiit  1770;  Betsey, 
1).  about  1772  A  m.  Aliel  StockAvell  ;  David,  b.  about 
1774,  died  young;  AVilliam,  Avho  died  young;  William 
Wheelock,  b.  1780;  Martha,  1).  1782  A  in.  Asa  Dean; 
Sarah,  b.  1784  A  m.  -John  SaAAyer ;  Anna,  b.  1786  A  in. 


Note  by  Mr.  Baltlwin  :~ 

I  have  never  seen  this  book. 
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Peter  Warren,  Lsq.  ;  David,  died  j^oung ;  Lucy,  died 
young. 

My  grandfather  Force  had  a  brother  William,  who 
settled  at  Hoosack,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  farmer.  Timothy, 
another  brother,  settled  at  Whitehall,  then  Skeensborough! 
He  had  no  son,  Imt  several  daughters,  two  of  whom  were 
settled  and  married  in  Mendon,  Mass.  David,  another 
biothei,  died  in  the  French  war.  There  were  several 
sisters.  Bathshebah  married  Nicholas  (?)  Barton  of 
WTentham.  Mary  died  an  old  maid.  Betsey  married 
Oliver  Read  of  Pomfret,  Con.,  by  whom  she  had  two 
children ;  when  he  died  she  returned  to  WTentham  and 
mai’ried  Bugbee,  and  had  a  son  who  l)ecame  a  doctor 
in  one  of  the  towns  near  Wrentham.  Oliver  Read,  Jr., 
now  owns  the  button  factory  of  Attleboro.  Bathshebah,  I 
have  heard,  had  a  son,  Nathan  Barton. 

Mr.  Jvye  was  born  in  Rochester,  Mass.  He  has  two  sons, 
Bonum  and  Ebenezer,  both  living  in  North  Brookfield. 
Bonum  is  a  surveyor  and  is  now  keeping  school.  He 
showed  me  his  map  of  the  Town  of  North  Brookfield, 
which  he  had  just  completed  by  direction  of  the  town  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature. 

March  18,  1832. 

We  set  off  for  Templeton,  and  while  passing  through 
New  Braintree  my  father  shows  me  the  place  where  my 
mother  was  born  and  where  my  grandfather  lived  and  pur¬ 
sued  his  business  as  a  blacksmith.  It  is  about  a  c^uarter  of 
a  mile  south-east  from  the  meeting-house,  on  the  west  side 
of  the  road,  upon  the  top  of  a  small  hill.  I  could  trace 
many,  many  things  about  there  which  I  have  heard  my 
mother  fondly  speak  of,  and  the  scene  of  many  a  stoiy 
which  she  used  to  relate  to  me  and  my  brothers  and  sisters 
when  we  were  small.  His  shop  used  to  stand  a  little  south 
of  the  house,  partly  in  the  garden. 
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r  should  have  mentioned  yesterday  that  Gen.  Rufus 
Putnam  lived  for  many  years  in  North  Brookfield.  He 
lived  in  the  north-east  part  of  the  town  and  owned  a  saw¬ 
mill  there.  He  was  a  millwright  hy  occupation  and  was 
horn  in  Sutton.  His  father’s  name  was  Elisha,  who  was 
horn  in  Danvers,  near  Salem.  Rufus  had  a  sister,  who 
married  Daniel  Mathews  of  New  Braintree,  of  whom  he 
learned  his  trade. 

We  stopt  at  Barre  two  or  three  hours.  I  called  on  the 
Rev.  James  Thompson.  He  has  the  greatest  capacity  of 
any  clergyman  that  I  am  acquainted  Avith  in  the  county, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  })erhaps,  excepted.  He  Avas  horn 
in  Halifax  in  the  Old  Colony,  graduated  at  Providence, 
1799,  and  ordained  at  Barre  Jaid  11,  1804.  His  eldest  son, 
James,  Avas  installed  as  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole¬ 
man  at  Salem,  March  7,  noAV  last  [past] .  He  Avas  settled  first 
at  Natick.  He  married  Mary  James  of  Barre,  d.  of  Elea- 
zer  James,  in  the  forepart  of  1831.  She  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family.  The  predecessor  of  Mr.  Thompson,  Senior, 
Avas  the  ReA^  Mr,  [Josiah]  Dana,  who  Avas  a  native  of 
Pomfret  or  Woodstock  in  Con.  One  of  his  sons  is  noAv 
cashier  of  Keene  Bank,  N.  H.  Mr.  Thompson’s  children 
are  Louisa,  James,  Lydia,  Lura  and  Alexander  Young. 

I  called  on  Eleazer  James,  Esq.,  noAv  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year  and  the  oldest  meniher  of  the  Worcester 
County  Bar.  He  Avas  horn  in  Hingham,  near  Boston,  and 
graduated  at  Camhridge  and  studied  laAv  Avith  the  elder 
Gov.  Lincoln  of  Worcester.  His  wife’s  father  was  Dr. 

- Brooks  of  Barre,  Avhose  ancestor  Avas  of  Acton,  Mass. 

The  children  of  Mr.  James  are  Eliza,  Avho  married  Charles 
Allen,  Esq.  (noAv  an  eminent  LaAvyer  in  lYorcester, 
youngest  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Joseph  Allen  of  Wor¬ 
cester),  in  the  fall  of  1823,  The  next  daughter,  Caroline, 
married  the  Rev.  Alexander  Young,  noAv  settled  in  Boston. 
His  father  Avas  for  many  years  one  of  the  editors  and  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Palladium.  The  next  child  Avas  Georo-e 
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who  Wits  graduated  at  Harvard  LTnivcr.sitv,  1(S21.  He 
never  studied  any  profession.  Soon  after  leaving  college 
he  fell  into  a  melancholy  stupor  and  is  now  in  the  Tiisame 
Hospital  at  Charlestown,^  where  he  has  l)een  for  several 
years.  He  rvas  a  young  man  of  good  parts,  and  rvhile  at 
T.eicester  Academy  was  much  caressed,  and  regarded  by 
the  Preceptor,  IMr.  Josiah  Clarke,  now  minister  of  Eut- 
land,  as  a  jmuth  of  good  promise. 

Charles  ^VadsAvorth,  Esfp,  attorney,  paid  me  ninety 
dollars,  a  part  of  a  note  of  three  hundred  Avliich  he  o-ave 
me  m  consideration  of  my  agreeing  not  to  practice  hiAv  in 
Barre.  [See  diary  for  Sept.  7,  1830.]  He  is  the  son  of 

- WadsAvorth  of  Barre,  AAdmse  ancestor  Avas  of  Grafton, 

and  Avas  graduated  at  Providence  in  1827.  James  Thomp¬ 
son,  Jr.,  AA"as  his  classmate. 

AVe  reached  home  about  sunset.  One  thing  is  Avorthy  of 
remark.  The  roads  Avere  very  good,  having  no  mud  hardly 
any  part  of  the  way.  The  earth  had  been  so  deeply 
covered  AAdth  snoAv  during  the  Avinter  that  little  or  no 
frost  Avas  in  it,  and  Avhen  the  snoAv  had  disappeared  the  sur¬ 
face  of  the  ground  Avas  quickly  dry  and  the  Avays  settled. 

I  remained  Avith  my  father  until  the  last  day  of  March, 
Avhen  I  returned  to  Worcester.  While  at  Templeton,  I 
spent  the  greater  part  of  my  time  in  hunting.  My  com¬ 
panion  Avas  Asa  Hosmer,  Jr.,  Avho  is  noAv  at  thirty-seven. 
His  father,  Mr.  Asa  Hosmer,  is  a  native  of  Templeton, 
Avho  is  the  son  of  Josiah  Hosmer,  Avho  Avas  horn  in 
Concord,  Dec.  28,  O.  S.,  1740,  and  is  noAv  in  his  ninety- 
third  year,  and  living  Avith  Asa,  his  son.  Abel,  a  brother 
of  Josiah,  married  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lee,^  first 
minister  of  Roj^alston,  &  Avho  Avas  a  native  of  Concord, 
Mass.,  above  named. 

’  Note  by  Mr.  Baldwin  : — 

His  son,  Thomas  J.  Lee,  Esq.,  author  of  a  valuable  spelling  book  now  in  exten¬ 
sive  use  in  our  primary  schools,  is  cashier  of  a  bank  at  Calais,  in  Maine.  Samuel, 
another  brother,  is  in  Templeton,  Mass.  Mr.  Shattuck  says  he  was  born  in  Lexing¬ 
ton. 
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Asa  Hosmer,  Jr.,  is  a  hunter  by  2)rofession.  He  does 
nothing  but  hunt,  and  has  made  it  his  whole  business  for 
al)ove  ten  years,  and  what  is  remarkable,  he  gets  a  good 
living  by  it.  He  told  me  that  last  year  he  caught  over  eight 
hundred  dozens  of  pigeons  in  Templeton,  and  that  this 
was  not  one-half  the  number  taken  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Joseph  Robbins  and  a  person  by  the  name  of  Parks,  in 
Winchendon,  caught  thirteen  hundred  dozens  ;  and  a  Mr. 
Harris  of  that  town  about  seven  hundred  doz.  more. 
They  have  taken  nearly  the  same  number  for  several  years 
past.  They  find  a  market  for  them  in  Boston,  Worcester, 
Providence  &  their  vicinity.  They  sell  from  one  dollar 
and  fifty  cents  to  two  shillings  per  dozen,  and  the  feathers 
sell  for  enough  more  to  pay  all  expenses. 

Innumerable  thousands  of  pigeons  have  been  seen  during 
the  fore  part  of  this  month  of  this  year  in  various  parts  of 
New  England  ;  an  appearance  which,  with  our  ancestors, 
would  have  created  the  most  alarming  apprehensions.  It  is 
said  that  their  flight  portends  bloody  war.  I  can  well 
remember  that  in  the  spring  of  1811  a  flock  passed  over 
Templeton  that  was  many  hours  in  sight,  and  so  large  as 
to  cover  the  whole  horizon.  They  first  appeared  about 
half  an  hour  before  sunrise  and  continued  until  after  ten 
o’clock.  They  were  going  to  the  north-east.  All  the  old 
people  said  it  was  a  sign  of  war ;  and,  whether  the  pigeons 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  affairs  of  men  or  not  I  cannot 
tell,  but  this  is  nevertheless  true,  that  the  United  States 
did  declare  war  against  England  within  fourteen  months 
from  that  time.  And  many  old  ladies  gave  accounts  of  the 
great  flocks  that  appeared  in  1774,  the  year  before  the 
Revolution.  And  it  is  said  in  a  manuscript  account  of 
Bacon’s  Rebellion  in  Virginia,  in  1(175  and  1676,  that  the 
flight  of  pigeons  there  the  year  previous  was  reckoned  an 
alarming  omen. 

Eet  me  return  to  my  hunting.  We  had  a  hound  with 
us  and  our  main  business  was  for  hunting.  But  whether 
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owing  to  want  of  proper  skill  or  lack  of  game,  we  canght 
only  one  fox  and  that  one  I  shot  when  the  honnd  was^^in 
full  chase  and  within  three  rods  of  his  tail.  Tho’  the  labor 
of  puisuit  be  hard,  yet  it  is  a  princely  entertainment  to  see 
the  sport  go  on.  I  enjoyed  it  very  much,  and  I  am  not 
sui  prised  that  it  is  so  much  thought  of  among  the  lovers  of 
the  chase.  The  fox  and  hound  were,  beyond  question, 
made  for  each  other,  and  both  for  man. 

I  Avill  here  mention  what  I  should  have  said  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  pigeons.  When  the  pigeons  appeared  so 
thick  in  1811,  there  was  another  omen  aliout  the  same 
time  which  was  declared  to  be  a  sure  sign  of  war,  and  filled 
the  minds  of  the  people  with  as  great  a  panic  as  the 
pigeons  ;  and  that  was  the  very  great  abundance  of  boar 
pigs. 

While  at  my  father’s,  I  read  the  "Life  of  Napoleon” 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  reading  public  who  pronounce  it  a  great 
peiformance.  I  think  it  decidedly  liad,  and  unworthy  of 
so  distinguished  an  author.  Besides  this,  I  read  the  "Life 
of  Andiew  Jackson  ’  by  John  II.  Eaton,  and  should  have 
liked  it  better  had  the  author  told  the  whole  story.  He 
does  not  even  allude  to  his  being  Governor  of  Florida  or 
of  his  execution  of  Ambrister  and  Arbuflinot,  which  were 
important  events  in  his  life  ;  and  the  latter  act  I  approve 
of.  I  read  also  Leigh  Hunt’s  "Life  of  Lord  Byron,” 
parts  of  which  are  very  amusing.  I  read  also  my  favorite 
book,  "The  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane,”  which 
makes  the  sixth  time  that  I  have  read  this  most  instructive 
and  entertaining  work,  including  once  reading  it  in  the 
original  French. 

April  1,  1832.  Sunday. 

This  day  my  salary  ])egins  as  Librarian  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society.  Altho’  it  be  Sunday,  I  build  a  fire 
in  my  apartment  in  the  hall  of  the  Societj^  (in  the  south 
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wing)  and  answer  several  letters  which  have  been  received 
in  inj  absence.  I  dined,  in  company  with  Lincoln,  with 
the  lady  of  the  Hon.  John  Davis.  I  took  tea  in  the  family 
of  Rejoice  Newton,  Escp,  and  spent  the  evening  with  the 
Hon.  Judge  Paine. 


April  2. 

I  pay  Jack  Granger,  of  the  hotel  where  I  board,  one 
dollar  for  l)lackino;  my  boots  from  Jan^  first.  He  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  Granger  of  Hardwick,  Mass.,  and  is  famous 
for  his  waggery. 

I  enter  upon  the  donation  book  the  books  that  have  been 
presented  to  me  for  the  library  during  the  month  of  March 
and  commence  arranging  the  books  in  the  library. 

I  am  visited  during  the  day  by  the  Rev.  William  Cogs¬ 
well,  agent  of  the  American  Education  Society,  an 
association  for  the  education  of  pious  young  men  for  the 
ministry.  He  gives  me  the  reports,  annually  made  to  the 
Society  since  1816,  when  the  Society  was  begun.  He  was 
formerly  a  Cong,  minister  over  the  Chh.  in  the  South 
Parish  of  Dedham,  from  which  he  was  separated  for  his 
present  station  in  1829.  His  ancestor  was  of  Ipswich. 
The  Education  Society  has  now  under  its  care  above  seven 
hnndred  young  men,  of  all  sects  and  denominations  of 
Christians.  This  is  truly  a  liberal  institution. 

April  3. 

1  write  a  letter  to  John  IVIarshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
LI.  S.,  in  answer  to  one  from  him  relating  to  a  manuscript 
account  of  Bacon’s  Rebellion  in  Virginia  in  1675-6,  which 
was  presented  to  the  Society  by  Thomas  flefferson,  the  late 
President  of  the  U.  S.,  and  written  by  T.  M.  I  wrote 
also  to  flames  Bowdoin,  Es(j.,  of  Boston,  and  commeneed 
the  study  of  the  German  language. 
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April  4. 

I  receive  a  visit  today  from  Mr.  Elias  Boudinot,  the 
editor  of  the  Cherokee  Phoenix,  published  in  the  English 
and  Cherokee  languages  'at  New  Echota,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Ho  is  a  full-blooded  Cherokee,  and  was  educated, 
I  believe,  at  Cornwall,  Con.  He  is  about  35,  of  pleasing 
and  gentlemanly  manners,  and  speaks  English  as  fluently  as 
tho’  a  native.^ 

I  asked  him  what  the  word  Echota,  the  name  of  the 
place  where  he  lived,  meant ;  and  he  says  that  it  has  no 
meaning,  at  which  I  was  greatly  surprised.  It  is  pro¬ 
nounced  as  tho’  Avritten  A,  sho,  tali. 

I  asked  him  a  great  many  questions  concerning  the 
ancient  histoiw  of  his  nation,  and  he  ansAvered  all  my 
en(|uiries  readily  and  sensibly,  tho’  he  had  no  definite 
information  about  them  earlier  than  the  middle  of  the  last 
century.  He  said  that  little  traditionary  history  could  be 
found  among  the  ancient  men  of  the  tribe. 

He  promised  to  send  me  some  curiosities  from  the 
mounds  or  tumuli  that  yet  existed  in  the  Cherokee  conntiT. 
He  gave  me  a  \-erv  particular  account  of  the  great  Mound, 
seA'cnty  feet  in  elevation,  that  stands  on  the  banks  of  the 
IliAvasse  a  veiy  considerable  river,  that  floAvs  from  the 
Cherokee  country  into  the  Cnmberland  River  in  the  east 
part  of  Tennessee.  The  Cherokees  have  no  traditions 
about  the  origin  of  these  interesting  monuments. 

He  manifested  the  most  intense  interest  Avhen  anything 
AA^as  said  touching  the  present  controversy  betAveen  the 
people  of  Georgia  and  the  Cherokees ;  and  Avhen  I  ex- 
lAressed  to  him  lu}^  Avish  that  he  would  Avrite  tho  history  of 
his  nation  and  gather  all  the  traditionaiy  lore  from  the 
aged  men,  of  the  probable  origin  of  the  tribe,  and  its 
revolutions,  Avars  Avith  the  neighboring  hoards,  and  its 
migrations  from  time  to  time,  he  intimated  his  belief 


1  Boutlinot  was  murdered  by  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  in  1839. 
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that  the  nation  would  be  soon  exterminated,  unless  the 
general  government  should  interpose*  its  ai’m  and  shield 
them  from  the  sword  of  the  Georgians.  It  oppressed  him 
greatly  whenever  the  subject  was  adverted  to  ;  and  I  for¬ 
bore  many  enquiries  concerning  his  tril)e  out  of  regard  to 
his  feelings. 


April  5,  1832. 

This  was  our  annual  Fast  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
But  it  was  no  Fast  to  me.  I  never  once  so  much  as  heard 
of  it  until  I  came  to  dinner.  I  made  my  fire  in  the  Anti¬ 
quarian  Hall  and  laboured  very  industriously  in  arranging 
books  in  the  Library  until  noon.  At  12,  I  carried  the 
diaiy  of  the  Rev.  David  Hall  of  Sutton  to  the  bindery  of 
Jonathan  Wood  to  have  it  bound,  and  although  his  shop 
was  closed  and  he  absent,  I  did  not  find  out  my  error  until 
I  got  to  my  lodging.  And  I  will  remark  that  the  weather 
during  the  last  month  has  been  most  unusually  cold.  The 
old  people  about  the  first  of  January  predicted  that  we 
must  have  a  cold  summer  and  that  vegetation  would  be 
backward.  They  have  no  occasion  to  acknowledge  them¬ 
selves  mistaken  thus  far.  I  spent  the  evening  at  Governor 
Lincoln’s. 

April  6. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Lincoln  calls  upon  me  today  and 
talks  about  arranging  the  grounds  about  the  Anticpiarian 
Hall,  making  fences,  planting  trees  and  the  like.  I  write  a 
letter  to  John  Farmer  of  Concord  &  transcribe  some  letters 
for  the  forthcoming  volume  of  the  New  Hampshire  His¬ 
torical  Society.  And  spend  the  evening  at  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Bancrofts  playing  chess  with  Sarah. 

I  Avritc  a  letter  to  Dr.  Jerome  V.  C.  Smith  of  Boston, 
(piarantine  physician  at  Rainsfoi'd  Island,  and  make  a  copy 
of  the  same. 
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April  13. 

Until  within  a  few  days  the  weather  thus  far  from  the 
first  of  March  has  been  very  cold,  more  so  than  has  been 
for  several  years.  Agriculturalists  look  upon  the  prospect 
of  the  season  to  be  dismal  enoueh. 

From  the  tenth  the  air  has  been  so  mild  that  I  have  been 
without  any  fire  in  the  Antiquarian  Hall  and  today  (13)  I 

venture  to  take  off  my  flannel  drawers  and  g-o  without 
them. 

In  the  evening  I  attended  a  party  at  His  Excellency  Gov. 
Lincoln's.  It  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the 
senior  class  of  misses  in  the  Female  High  School  into 
company.  They  were  all  over  15.  One  party  of  the 
same  kind  was  given  while  I  was  at  Templeton  a  fortnight 
ago,  and  they  are  to  be  given  every  other  Aveek  by  differ¬ 
ent  families  during  the  summer.  The  number  of  young 
ladies  present  from  the  school  might  be  about  15,  many  of 
whom  Avere  very  pretty  and  interesting.  Some  of  them 
are  natives  of  Worcester,  but  a  greater  part  from  out  of 
toAvn . 

We  employed  aliout  tAVo  hours  in  dancing,  tho’  Ave  had 
no  musick  but  from  a  Piano,  Avhich  was  played  upon  liy  the 
Lady  of  Dr.  John  Park,  avIio  moved  to  Worcester  from 
Boston,  Avhere  for  many  years  he  Avas  at  the  head  of  a 
female  Academy,  in  1831. 

April  14,  1832. 

This  morning  I  had  a  visit  from  the  Lady  of  Eejoice 
NeAvton,  Esq.,  accompanied  biHAventy-seven  young  Misses, 
most  of  Avhom  Avere  from  the  female  High  School.  They 
remained  in  the  Hall  about  an  hour  and  an  half.  They 
left  their  names. 

April  16. 

Ihe  Supreme  Court  begins  its  session  this  day  and 
holden  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  [Samuel  S.]  Wild[e]. 
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The  Solicitor  General  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Davis  of  Caml)riclge,  attends  the  court  as  the  puhlic 
prosecuting  officer  for  the  last  time  ;  the  new  Law  al)olish- 
ing  the  office  of  Solicitor  taking  effect  in  June  next. 

This  change  in  the  Law  probably  was  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  rid  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals. 
They  are  both  much  advanced  iu  life.  Tlie  Attorney 
General,  Hon.  Perez  Morton,  l)eing  above  80,  and  Mr. 
Davis  above  seventy.  The  latter  manifests  his  infirmity 
very  much.  He  appears  melancholy  and  dejected.  When 
I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  in  Oct.,  1823,  he  and  old 
Judge  [George]  Thacher  were  full  of  humor  and  fun. 
They  and  the  rest  of  the  Court  boarded  with  Mrs. 
[Francis]  Blake  and  the  evenings  were  spent  in  hearing 
these  veterans  relate  stories.  Mr.  Davis,  tho’  born  in 
the  old  colony  of  Plymouth,  began  his  professional  career 
at  Portland  in  the  then  district  of  Maine,  where  he 
continued  until  his  appointment  to  the  place  of  Solicitor 
General ;  upon  that  event  he  removed  to  Boston,  and 
for  a  few  years  past  has  resided  in  Camlnidge  on 
account  of  the  greater  cheapness  of  living.  I  believe  he 
never  received  a  Colleo'iate  education.  He  was  a  strono; 
Federalist  in  his  politics.  He  regrets  that  he  grows  old  and 
will  never  acknowledge  that  he  is  over  60.  His  appearance 
is  young  for  one  of  his  age,  and  until  within  the  last  two 
years  there  has  been  no  complaint  against  him  for  want  of 
fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties.  His  personal 
appearance  is  very  favoral)le,  tho’  less  striking  and  impos¬ 
ing  now  than  3  or  4  3^ears  ago. 

He  has  great  wit,  and  succeeds  admirably  in  telling  a 
story.  And  in  his  manner  of  addressing  a  jury,  there  is 
great  art  and  success.  His  mauuer  is  precisely  ^vhat  it 
would  1)6,  if  he  Avere  telling  a  single  one  of  them  a  stoiy. 
He  is  very  methodical  and  clear,  never  leaving  his  conclu¬ 
sions  at  loose  ends,  and  hardly  ever  commits  a  blunder. 
His  natural  endowments  are  of  the  first  order,  and  his 
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great  experience  as  prosecuting  officer,  joined  to  extensive 
legal  learning,  give  the  rogues  that  fall  in  his  path  ])nt 
a  small  chance  for  escape. 

In  his  addresses  to  the  jury,  he  makes  frequent  allusions 
and  quotations  of  the  Scriptures  and  with  such  an  imposing 
seriousness,  that  should  a  stranger  hear  him,  he  would 
account  him  to  be  a  man  of  more  than  puritan  virtue. 
Yet  he  is,  in  his  private  life,  very  far  from  lieing  a  saint. 
He  has  been  famous  among  the  softer  sex,  tho’  I  believe  in 
other  respects  he  is  honest  and  temperate  in  his  habits. 

I  have  heard  this  anecdote  related  of  him  and  the  late 
Chief  Justice  [Isaac]  Parker.  An  ignorant  woman  came 
into  court  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  divorce  from 
her  husljand.  But  foro’cttino;  or  not  knoAviim  the  difference 
])etAveen  the  two  Avords,  divorcement  and  adultery,  upon 
being  asked  Iaa^  the  Chief  Justice,  Avhat  she  Avanted,  said, 
that  her  husliand  had  been  unfaithful  to  her  and  she  Avanted 
to  commit  adultery.  This  thrcAV  the  Bar  into  a  laugh  and 
the  Court  into  rn'eat  confusion.  At  the  time,  Mr.  Davis 
Avas  Avith  the  Grand  Jury,  and  the  Chief  Justice  recovering 
from  the  aAvkwardness  of  his  situation,  "  Well,  madam,  you 
sit  doAvn,  and  the  Solicitor  Avill  attend  to  you  direct]3^”^ 

April  19,  1832. 

This  day  is  the  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington 
in  1775.  May  the  people  of  Massachusetts  never  omit  a 
proper  notice  of  its  recurrence.  I  understand  that  at  Con¬ 
cord  they  haA'e  an  address  and  public  dinner.  This  is 
right. 

In  the  evenino-  the  Worcester  Conntv  Unitarian  Asso- 

O 

elation  hold  their  annual  jueeting  in  the  Unitarian  Church. 
The  collection  of  people  is  rather  small.  The  exercises 
commenced  by  a  prayer  from  the  Rev.  Joseph  Allen  of 
Northborough,  and  then  an  extemporaneous  address  from 

1  Chief  Justice  Parker  was  for  several  years  Professor  of  Law  at  Harvard 
University.  He  died  May  26, 1830. 
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the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft.  He  succeeded  very  happily  and 
entertained  the  audience  with  an  account  of  his  religious 
education.  He  was  born  in  Reading  in  this  State.  His 
father  was  Deacon  of  a  Calvinistic  Church  there.  He 
learned  the  assembly’s  shorter  catechism  when  a  child  and 
remembers  well  the  pious  manner  in  which  his  father  and 
one  of  his  neighbors  bewailed  and  lamented  that  good  old 
Mr.  Webster,  then  minister  of  Salisbury,  should  have 
turned  Arminian.  And  so  strong  was  the  catechism  im¬ 
pressed  upon  his  infant  mind  and  the  terror  of  an  Arminian 
preacher  that  it  had  not  lost  all  its  influence  upon  him 
to  this  day.  To  him  succeeded  Col.  Pliny  Merrick  of 
Worcester,  Avho  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  diflBculties  and 
misunderstandings  which  have  grown  out  of  our  Statute 
Laws  relating  to  public  worship,  and  acquitted  himself,  as 
usual,  very  successfully.  Then  Dr.  John  Park  took  the 
floor  &  confined  his  remarks  to  the  peculiar  adaptation  of 
Unitarian  Christianity  to  the  times  in  which  we  live.’ 
Then  spoke  Waldo  Flint,  Esq.,  of  Leicester,  son  of  Dr. 
Austin  Flint  of  that  place,  upon  the  folly  and  tyranny  of 
Creeds  and  he  did  it  very  sensibly.  Then  came  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Noyes  of  Brookfield  upon  the  necessity  of  publishing 
tracts  and  raising  a  fund  !  I  never  have  known  but  few 
ministers  who  are  not  devising  some  plan  for  gathering  a 
fund  for  some  point  or  other  ! 

After  the  speeches  were  all  over  with,  a  contrilmtion 
was  had  for  buying  tracts  and  scattering  them,  and  I  put 
in  fifty  cents.  This  was  the  easiest  way  to  get  off. 

April  20,  1832. 

This  morning  I  received  a  visit  from  Mr.  Sullivan  Shef¬ 
field  of  Hopkinton,  who  is  by  profession  an  Astrologist. 

'  John  Park,  M.  ]).,  was  commissioned  as  a  surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Nayy  in  1799, 
resigning  in  1801.  A  few  years  later  he  established  the  “  Boston  Lyceum  for  Young 
Ladies,”  which  for  twenty  years  was  well  patronized  and  highly  regarded.  He 
removed  to  Worcester  in  1831,  where  he  died  in  Maroli,  1832.  An  extended  notice  of 
Dr.  Pai'k,  written  by  Rev.  Edward  R.  Hall,  will  be  founil  in  the  “  Proceedings  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society  ”  for  October,  1890. 
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He  was  so  odd  and  eccentric  that  I  conversed  with  him 
from  8  till  11  in  the  forenoon  and  I  mnst  confess  that 
I  was  greatly  entertained  by  the  singular  and  strange 
account  which  he  gave,  of  himself.  He  spoke  of  his 
calculations  npon  the  various  fortunes  which  he  had  pre¬ 
dicted  Avonld  happen  to  different  individuals  Avho  had 
applied  to  him  for  information,  Avith  great  confidence,  and 
expressed  his  surprise  and  mortification  at  the  Aveakness 
and  inconsiderateness  of  those  avIio  ridicule  his  astronomi¬ 
cal  pretensions.  He  seemed  to  be  much  gratified  that  I 
gave  him  an  attentive  hearing.  He  gave  me  an  account  of 
his  library  and  the  great  trouble  and  expense  Avhich  the 
accjuisition  of  it  had  cost  him.  The  most  expensive  of  his 
books  AA^ere  the  folio  edition,  1659,  of  William  Lilly,  the 
name  of  the  Avork  is  "  Christian  Astrology,”  for  AAdiich  I 
think  he  said  he  paid  forty  Dollars,  and  Henry  Cooley’s 
"Key  of  Astrology”  (Alamata)  Ed.  1675,  Sixty  Dollars. 
Besides  these  he  has  many  astronomical  instruments  for 
Avhich,  considering  his  circumstances  in  life,  he  must  have 
paid  a  round  sum. 

Like  all  such  enthusiasts,  he  had  abundance  of  Scripture 
to  authorize  his  belief  in  Planetary  influences  and  among 
the  passages  Avhich  he  cited  to  strengthen  my  confidence 
(for  I  behaved  so  serious  and  proper  on  the  occasion  that 
he  took  me  for  a  convert) ,  Avere  the  account  which  Moses 
gives  of  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars  Avhich  Avere  placed  in  the 
heavens  to  be  for  "signs  as  Avell  as  seasons,”  and  he 
brought  in  the  passage  from  Job  :  "  Canst  thou  bind  the 
sAveet  influences  of  the  Pleiades  or  loose  the  bands  of 
Orion?”  "The  stars  in  their  courses  fought  against 
Sisera.”  And  Avhen  I  enquired  if  he  did  not  think  that 
his  science  led  to  fatalism  and  predestination,  he  said  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  it,  and  this  was,  he  continued,  agree¬ 
able  to  Christianity.  And  among  other  passages,  he 
introduced  the  prophecy  of  Christ  about  Peter  and  Judas 
Iscariot.  But  hoAv,  asked  I,  do  you  bring  that  to  bear  in 
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your  case,  and  he  answered  that  "Christ  told  Peter  that  he 
.should  deny  hi.s  Ma.stcr  and  that  Jnda.s  .should  betray  his 
Master.  And  how  could  they  avoid  doing  so  ?  They  l)oth 
thought  they  should  do  otherwise.”  These  and  many 
other  texts  were  quoted,  which,  I  suppose  he  had  found  in 
his  astrological  works. 

He  promised  me  that  when  he  liad  done  'with  his  books 
he  ^vould  present  them  to  the  Library  of  the  American 
Anti(piarian  Society,  where  they  might  remain  to  enlighten 
some  future  generation.  He  could  not  spare  them  however 
during  his  life,  as  he  liad  occasion  to  refer  to  them  every 
day.  He  had  now  above  seventy  letters  which  were  yet 
unanswered,  containing  many  very  abstruse  and  knotty 
enquiries.  He  receives  annually  about  three  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  for  his  astrological  services,  and  the  applications  for 
his  solutions  increase  upon  him  now  every  week.  Many 
of  them  are  very  difficult  and  require  several  days’ 
studys  for  a  satisfactory  answer.  The  most  frequent 
eiKjuiries  put  to  him  are  those  relating  to  the  w^ay  and  man¬ 
ner  in  which  law  suits  will  eventuate.  Under  this  head,  he 
thinks  he  has  done  the  State  some  service,  for  out  of  fifty 
cases  he  has  never  predicted  falsely.  And  the  greater 
part  of  them  regarded  persons  wdio  Avere  perfect  strangers 
to  him.  Application  to  him  has  also  prevented  many  suits 
and  stirred  up  as  many  more. 

He  finds  stolen  property  and  looks  up  lost  relations  ; 
these  are  done  very  easy. 

He  spoke  of  juggling  Avith  cards  and  dice,  and  telling  of 
fortunes  from  the  grounds  in  a  tea  cu}),  Avith  very  })raise- 
Avorthy  contem})t. 

He  Avas  u})on  the  Avhole  so  remarkable  a  man  that  T 
asked  for  his  pedigree  and  he  gave  me  the  folloAving 
account  of  himself. 

His  o'randfather,  Nathaniel  Sheffield,  came  from  Eno- 
land  and  married  Ljulia  Gibbs  of  Hopkinton  and  settled 
in  Thom, son,  Ct.,  and  died  there  about  1795,  aged  near 
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80.  She  died  afterwards  at  the  ag-e  of  over  90.  These 
were  Uieir  children,  viz.  ;  John  ;  Joseph,  who  inio-rMted  to 
the  West ;  Daniel,  father  of  the  Astrologist,  Avas  drowned 
at  Nantucket  in  1785  ;  /rimothy  is  now  a  Doctor  in 
riiomson  ;  Judith;  Anna;  Eleanor;  and  Sarah. 

Daniel,  aboA^e  named,  married  Lydia  Burbank  of  Uollis- 
ton  and  had  these  children  : 

Hannah,  liorn  in  Holliston,  about  1777. 

Betsey,  liorn  in  Union,  Ct.,  about  1779. 

Chester,  born  in  Providence,  Aug.  19,  1780. 

Sullivan,  born  in  Sturbridge,  July  12,  1782. 

Daniel,  born  in  Holliston,  -  1783. 

Sullivan,  our  star-gazer,  Avas  placed  in  the  faniilv  of 
Dea.  David  Eichards,  late  of  Worcester,  then  of  Ward, 
when  he  Avas  three  years  old,  in  1785,  and  lived  there 
until  the  summer  of  1795,  Avhen  he  established  himself  in 
Hopkinton,  Avhere  he  noAv  resides.  He  Avent  to  Andover 
in  Vermont  in  1806  and  returned  in  1809.  He  has  now^ 
an  estate  of  4  or  5  thousand  dollars,  which  he  has  jiro- 
cured  lyv  his  own  industry,  and  is  dn  the  receipt  of  a 
comfortable  income  from  the  plentiful  sales  of  his  astro¬ 
logical  Avare. 

There  was  one  thing  about  him  Avhich  Avas  very  reniark- 
alile  ;  he  had  no  vanity  or  pedantry,  but  was  very  modest 
and  unassumino-, 

April  25,  1832. 

There  happened  today  a  very  remarkable  event.  A 
(Quaker  has  lieen  severely  Avhipped  ! 

Hammond  HoAve,  formerly  of  the  firm  of  HoAve,  Jackson 
and  Company,  and  now  Howe  &  Thaxter,  son  of  Lyman 
HoAve  of  ShreAvsbury,  Avho  is  the  son  of  Gideon  of  that 
j)Iace,  Avhose  ancestor  came  from  Marlborough,  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  some  bitter  remarks  liy  Eoliert  Earle 
of  Worcester,  son  of  Silas  Earle  of  Leicester.  What  tlie 
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remarks  Avere  I  have  never  taken  the  troul)le  to  enquire. 
They  Avere  such  as  gave  HoAve  great  offence  and  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  their  being  made  knoAvn  to  him  he  furnished 
himself  a  large  cart  Avhip  and  Avent  in  pursuit  of  him  and 
found  him  on  his  Avay  to  dinner,  going  from  the  head  of 
the  Canal  up  Central  Street.  He  met  him  near  the  Bridge 
and  began  AvitlT  much  ceremony  to  give  him  the  Avhip. 
He  chose  a  distance  that  Avould  give  the  greatest  efBciency 
and  did  not  quit  until  he  had  liestoAved  twenty  lashes. 
The  Quaker  Avas  quite  unmoved,  Avith  the  exception  of 
a  feAV  steps  upon  tip-toe,  Avhich  he  Avas  compelled  to  make 
Avhen  the  lashes  came  the  hardest.  The  combatants  said 
little  or  nothing  and  Avhen  the  Avhipping  Avas  over  each 
Avent  his  Avay. 

They  are  both  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have 
resided  in  Worcester  3  or  4  years. 

April  27,  1832. 

This  evening  I  attended  a  party  at  Mrs.  Wells’  Avho  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Worcester  female  Academy.  This  Avas  of 
the  same  description  of  that  on  the  thirteenth.  We  spent 
the  time  in  dancing,  and  to  us  bachelors  they  afford  a  Amry 
pleasant  entertainment.  Females  at  the  age  of  fifteen  are 
exceedingly  grateful  for  attention,  much  more  so  than  a 
few  years  later  in  life.  Our  musick  is  from  a  piano  and 
produced  on  this  occasion  by  Miss  MacGregory  from 
NeAvport,  N.  H. ,  one  of  the  members  of  the  School. 

Monday,  April  30. 

Another  tragedy  took  place  today.  Linus  Child,  Esq., 
a  member  of  the  Worcester  County  Bar  from  Southl)ridge, 
a  native  of  Woodstock,  Conn.,  is  Major  Inspector  of  this 
Division  of  the  Militia.  At  the  General  RevieAv  in  this 
town  in  September  last,  in  examining  the  arms  of  the 
Regiment,  he  took  into  his  hands  the  sAvord  of  Capt. 
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Zenas  Studlej^  commander  of  the  Worcester  Light  Infan¬ 
try,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  it,  and  upon  ])endino- 
it  the  sword  broke  in  the  middle.  Studley  was  thereupon 
veiy  much  enraged  and  afterwards  called  upon  Child  to 
pay  for  the  damage.  He  refused  to  make  restitution  and 
our  indignant  Captain  thereupon  determined  to  give  the 
Major  a  Avhipping.  He  came  into  the  Worcester  Hotel, 
where  Child  puts  up  when  he  is  in  town,  and  found  him 
sitting  by  the  fire  smoking.  He  en(|uired  wliether  he 
Avould  pay  him  for  the  sAvord  and  upon  receiA^ing  an 
indefinite  or  evasive  ansAver,  commenced  strikiiiir  him  A\dth 
a  green  hide  or  ratan  stick  and  applied  it  Avith  great 
industiy  over  the  head  and  shoulders  of  the  Major.  Child 
Avas  so  surprised  by  the  boldness  of  our  Captain  that  he 
offered  no  resistance  but  rather  retreated,  and  the  Captain 
})ursued,  belaboring  him  at  each  step  until  he  Avas  finally 
prevented  by  the  interference  of  gentlemen  who  Avere 
present.  It  Avas  indeed  a  bold  step,  for  Studley  is  much 
l)eioAv  the  common  stature  and  no  Avise  muscular,  Avhile 
Child  is  full  six  feet  and  of  a  gigantic  frame.  Hoav  he 
should  suffer  himself  to  be  thus  coAA^-skinned  by  such 
a  strippling  I  cannot  imagine.  After  the  affray  Avas  over. 
Child  AAmnt  before  Isaac  GoodAvin,  Esrp,  and  made  com¬ 
plaint,  and  the  furious  Captain  Avas  put  under  three 
hundred  dollar  bonds  to  keep  the  peace  and  ansAver 
further  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Avhich 
Avill  be  in  June  coming.  Thus  ended  the  farce  for  the 
present. 

I  Avill  mention  that  Studley  Avas  born  in  Leicester,  and 
that  Child,  as  a  laAvyer,  stands  second  to  no  one  of  his 
age  at  the  bar.  His  brother  Asa  Child  is  noAv  District 
Attorney  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 

married  a  daughter  of  -  Goddard,  Esq.,  of  Noiwich, 

Ct.,  Avho  is  a  native  of  ShreAvsbury  and  a  brother  of  Elder 

Luther  Goddard,  the  Watch  Maker  of  this  Toavii. 
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May  2,  1832. 

A  meeting  of  the  Temperance  Society  for  the  Worcester 
South  District  was  held  at  the  Hotel  this  day.  I  should  not 
have  mentioned  this  had  I  not  noticed  certain  things  which 
veiy  much  disgusted  me.  The  delegates  from  many  of 
the  towns  sat  down  at  the  public  dinner  table.  They  have 
signed  the  constitution  of  the  Society,  and  profess  to  be 
samples  of  sobriety  and  regularity.  I  observed,  however, 
that  every  one  of  the  Society  drank  very  freely  of  Cyder, 
and  that  which  was  of  the  very  worst  and  most  unpalate- 
ablc  sort.  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  Temperance  Society, 
yet  I  should  regard  myself  as  not  much  better  than  a 
drunkard  to  be  found  drinking  such  intolerable  stuff  as 
this  Cyder.  If  it  were  good,  there  would  be  some  apology 
for  them.  But  as  it  is  shockingly  bad,  it 'only  shows  what 
they  are  accustomed  to  when  at  home.  If  the}^  will  drink 
such  cyder  in  the  dry  tree,  what  may  we  not  expect  them 
to  do  in  the  green?  I  saw  three  clergj^men  who  sat  near 
me  at  the  table  drink  the  first  tumbler  and  were  well 
towards  the  bottom  upon  the  second  when  I  got  up.  Yet 
these  reverend  gentry  have  left  their  flocks  to  come  here 
to  give  us  a  specimen  of  their  temperance  and  self-denial. 
I  would  not  say  anything  if  I  drank  ardent  spirits  or  even 
Cyder.  But  I  totally  abstain  from  both  and  drink  wine 
only  Avhen  it  is  offered  to  me.  Good  wine  I  am  fond  of ; 
yet  I  cannot  relish  it  beyond  the  2nd  glass. 

My  friend  William  Lincoln,  Esq.,  left  Town  yesterday 
for  the  City  of  AYashington.  He  is  one  of  the  Delegates 
from  this  County  to  attend  the  Young  Men’s  Convention 
on  the  first  Monday  of  May  to  nominate  a  suitable  person 
for  President  from  the  4th  of  March,  1833,  being  given  to 
him  before  he  starts  not  even  to  think  of  anybody  bnt 
Henry  Clay  of  Kentucky.  Thomas  Ivinnicutt,  Esq.,  from 
this  Toavu  accompanies  him  and  as  one  of  the  Delegates. 
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May  5,  1832. 

I  send  a  letter  enclosing  five  dollars  to - ,  to  relieve 

present  Avants,  having  learned  very  directly  that  it  Avould 
l)e  very  thankfully  received.  I  sent  five  dollars  in  January 
last.  I  must  curtail  some  of  my  needless  expenses  and 
save  small  sums  to  be  appropriated  in  the  shape  of  charity. 

May  11. 

In  the  evening  I  attend  a  party  at  Hon.  Abijah  Bige- 
loAv’s,  given  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Wells’  School.  T  have 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  there  Dr.  Charles  Green  of  Wind¬ 
sor,  Vt.,  Avho  married  Susan  BigeloAv,  daughter  of  Abijah, 
in  1831.  His  father,  Dr.  Green,  of  Windsor,  is  a  native 
of  IVard,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  reputed  one  of 
the  A\^ealthiest  men  in  that  neighborhood. 

May  13.  Sunday. 

Dies  this  morning,  of  typhus  fever,  Henry  Goodwin, 
second  son  of  Isaac  GoodAvin,  Esq.,  aged  15.  He  Avas  a 
young  man  of  good  promise  and  had,  until  Avithin  a  feAV 
days  of  his  death,  enjoyed  the  most  uninterrupted  good 
health. 

The  remaining  part  of  this  month  Avas  employed  in 
assorting,  arranging  and  preparing  neAvspapers  for  the 
binder.  I  have  devoted  since  the  first  of  April  tAvelve 
hours  in  each  day  to  this  business,  and  such  is  the  numl)er 
of  the  jAapers  and  the  confusion  of  condition,  that  1  have 
thus  far  made  but  little  alteration  in  their  ai)})earance. 
Diligence,  hoAvever,  Avill  do  everything,  and  I  do  not  des¬ 
pair  of  soon  putting  them  in  good  condition. 

May  25. 

I  he  snoAv  was  one  inch  and  an  half  deep  this  morniny, 
and  the  hills  Avere  Avhite  Avith  it  until  eleven  o’clock.  The 
air  Avas  cold  and  great  numbers  of  small  birds  Avere  found 
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dead,  having  peri, shed  from  the  .severity  of  the  weather. 
The  Baltimore  bird,  .sometimes  called  gold-finch  or  hang- 
bird,  suffered  most.  Great  nundjers  of  them  were  picked 
up  dead. 

June  2,  1832. 

It  is  now  summer,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  with¬ 
out  a  fire.  It  is,  indeed,  a  very  remarkable  season.  Old 
men  say  that  they  remember  only  two  seasons  of  e(|ual 
coldness,  viz.,  1780  and  1816. 

The  last  Sunday  in  May,  the  Rev.  Mr.  [John]  Pierpont 
of  Boston  preached  for  Dr.  Bancroft.  It  is  really  refresh¬ 
ing  to  hear  such  sermons  as  he  gave  us.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  liberal  sort  of  Unitarians,  and  his  matter  is  not  better 
than  his  manner.  He  visited  me  at  the  hall  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  and  says  that  he  has  a  copy  of  the 
Bible  printed  at  Venice  in  1480,  and  knows  where  there 
is  another  one  like  it.  He  was  much  surprised  that  I 
should  Avant  them  both. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  spending  the  evening  Avith  the  Rev. 
Mr.  [Orville]  Dewey  of  NeAvbedford,  noAv  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  Unitarian  preachers  in  Ngav  England.  He 
told  me  that  he  Avas  born  in  Sheffield,  in  this  State,  and 
Avas  noAV  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  there.  I  Avas  at  his  house 
in  Newbedford  in  1825,  in  companA="  Avith  the  Hon.  John 
DaAus  and  Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq.,  of  IVorcester. 

Professor  [Edward]  Hitchcock  of  Amherst  College  called 
u})on  me.  He  Avas  born  in  Deerfield.  He  is  uoav  making  a 
geological  survey  of  the  State,  &  I  Qarried  him  to  Millstone 
Hill,  ajid  he  says  that  the  only  instance  of  stratified  granite 
in  Mass,  occurs  there.  He  had  been  to  Martha’s  Vineyard 
to  examine  some  interesting  fossil  remains  that  are  said 
to  al)ound  there.  He  had  been  highly  gratified  Avith  the 
examination,  having  found  great  abundance  of  vertebrae 
of  large  marine  animals  incorporated  Avith  the  rocks  of  the 
island.  Some  of  the  joints  of  these  vertebrae  Avere  nine 
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inches  in  diameter.  He  thinks  that  they  cannot  be  the 
bones  of  the  whale. 

Who  knows  but  that  the  appearance  of  these  l)ones  led 
the  Indians  to  the  belief  that  the  place  Avais  formerly 
inhabited  by  giants. ^  They  had  a  tradition  that  a  huge 
man,  whom  they  called  Moshaup,  formerly  lived  at  Gay 
Head,  and  this  is  the  very  spot  where  the  bones  are  found. 
I  shall  suggest  this  to  Mr.  Hitchcock  as  the  prol)able  origin 
of  the  tradition  among  the  Wampanoags,  that  he  may 
mention  it  in  his  report. 

June  IG,  1832. 

On  kSunday  last,  the  Rev.  I)r.  Bancroft  preached  upon 
the  weather.  He  gave  an  account  of  the  seasons  that  had 
been  unfavorable  for  vegetation  within  his  remembrance, 
and  mentioned  the  years  180(5  &  181(5  as  among  the  most 
remarkable.  The  present  season,  however,  he  regarded  as 
cold  as  either,  and  had  l)een  distinguished  above  all  others 
from  the  last  week  in  Noveml)er  to  the  present  time  for 
unusual  severity  of  cold.  And  the  day  after  the  sermon 
the  weather  became  exceedingly  warm  and  pleasant,  and 
has  continued  so  to  this  time.  How  much  influence  the 
rev'^  doctor’s  sermon  and  prayers  may  have  had  in  produc¬ 
ing  so  agreealde  a  change  I  cannot  tell. 

Yesterday,  His  Excellency  Gov.  Lincoln  came  Avith 
several  men  to  lay  the  grounds  in  front  of  the  Antiquarian 
Hall.  He  worked  very  diligently  two  daj^s  and  made  some 
A"ery  acceptalde  alterations.  The  thermometer  stood  at  91 
and,  judging  from  the  profuse  perspiration  upon  Ids  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  forehead,  I  have  no  question  but  that  he  had  a 
very  Avarm  time  of  it. 

I  had  three  females  and  tAvo  boys  to  help  me  Avash  and 
clean  the  Antiquarian  Hall.  Everything  A\axs  put  in  com¬ 
fortable  order. 


iNote  by  Mr.  Baldwin: — 

See  Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  vol.  1,  p.  139,  v.  57,  for  an  account  of  the  giant. 
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June  17,  1832. 

Today  we  hear  the  melancholly  news  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Asiatic  cholera  at  Quebec  and  Montreal.  The  informa¬ 
tion  makes  sad  the  faces  of  many.  It  is  thono’ht  a  matter 
of  certainty  that  it  will  reach  New  York  and  Boston  in  a 
few  weeks.  It  creates  great  consternation  everywhere. 
God  grant  that  its  ravages  may  be  stayed  &  the  American 
continent  spared  from  its  desolating  march. 

June  18. 

Nine  years  this  day  I  came  from  Templeton  to  Worcester 
with  my  father,  and  entered  my  name  in  the  office  of  the 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  (now  Gov.),  and  John  Davis,  Esq., 
now  member  of  Congress,  who  were  in  partnership.  How 
much  pleasure  I  have  had  in  that  time  !  Near  two  lustra 
of  years  have  passed  away  and  only  two  events  have  trans¬ 
pired  that  have  interrupted  my  happiness  :  one  of  which 
was  the  death  of  my  eldest  brother,  who  died  on  the  2ond 
of  June,  1826  ;  and  the  other  the  death  of  my  dear  mother, 
who  died  April  24th,  1829.  God  grant  that  the  future 
years  of  my  life  may  be  even  more  happy. 

June  24. 

This  day  is  the  one  usually  celebrated  among  the  Free 
Masons.  Such  has  been  the  rage  of  a  certain  portion  of 
the  community,  however,  against  the  institution  of  Masonrv 
that  I  know  not  of  any  instance  Avhere  the  day  has  been 
noticed.  I  have  received  all  the  degrees  from  Entered 
Apprentice  to  Knight  of  Malta  and  have  never  been  aware 
that  I  had  sworn  to  anything  which  could  in  any  shape 
interfere  with  my  obligations  to  the  government  or  indi¬ 
viduals.  Yet  I  can  see,  and  am  very  sensible  that,  in  bad 
hands,  the  institution  might  be  made  an  instrument  of  evil. 
I  do  not  know  that  even  the  threat  of  death  would  drive 
me  to  secession  from  the  Society. 
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July  3,  1832. 

I  devoted  this  day  to  pleasure.  I  visited  the  Spriugs  at 
Ilopkinton,  fifteen  miles  from  Worcester.  Dea.  Benjamin 
Butman,  Geo.  T.  Rice  and  Dr.  Oliver  H.  Blood,  with  their 
wives,  composed  the  company.  The  vacant  seat  in  my 
chaise  was  filled  by  Miss  Lucy  Ricketson  M^illiams  from 
New  Bedford,  filass.,  wdio  has  a  brother  here  in  M^orcester, 
a  student  at  law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  John  Davis.  We 
staited  at  eight  in  the  morning  and  reached  Brigham’s, 
in  Westboro’,  about  ten,  where  we  had  strawberries 
and  cream,  with  ice  and  soda.  We  arrived  at  the  Springs 
about  twelve,  and  spent  the  whole  day  in  rolling  nine  pins, 
swinging,  waltzing,  playing  bagatelle,  bathing  and  the  like. 
The  ladies  mingled  in  all  our  sports.  At  seven  we  started 
for  ^Vorcester,  and  visited  on  our  return  the  garden  of  Mr. 
Blake,  at  Westboro’,  Avhere  Ave  saw  plenty  of  straAvberries, 
grapes  and  odd  ornaments. 

It  AA^as  very  Avarm  during  the  Avhole  day  ;  but  the  evening 
Avas  very  delightful.  The  moon  shone  bright  and  the 
evening  gale  came  fresh  from  the  floAvers  and  neAV-made 
liaAS  bringing  delicious  odours.  My  felloAV  traAmllers  en¬ 
tertained  me  with  many  songs.  We  get  to  lAorcester 
about  nine  in  the  eveninof. 

iVW  father  comes  from  Templeton  to  spend  the  4tli  of 
fluly  Avith  me. 


July  4,  1832. 

The  morning  is  ushered  in  by  the  discharge  of  thirteen 
guns  from  one  of  the  jiieces  of  artillery  and  the  ringing  of 
all  four  of  the  church  bells.  There  are  two  celebrations  in 
toAvn — one  from  those  opposed  to  the  reelection  of  AndreAv 
Jackson,  and  the  other  from  those  composed  of  all  parties. 
George  Folsom,  Esq.,  deliAmred  an  oration  before  the 
former  and  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  before  the  latter. 

The  day  was  passed  very  pleasantly.  The  Hon.  EdAvard 
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Everett  had  been  invited  to  deliver  the  address,  but  failed 
of  coming  on  account  of  the  i)rolonged  session  of  Congress. 
Mr.  h  olsoni  was  appointed  in  his  place.  He  did  very  well. 
All  were  satisfied. ^ 

In  connection  with  this  memorable  day  I  will  mention 
one  interesting  fact.  I  have  heard  the  story  related  several 
times  by  the  late  Isaiah  Thomas  of  this  town,  and  to  the 
people  of  Worcester  it  will  always  afford  pleasure  to  hear 
it : — 

The  news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  reached 
W^orcester  on  the  ninth  of  July.  Mr.  Thomas  was  then 
(1776)  editor  of  the  Massachusetts  Spy.  There  was  a 
great  desire  to  hear  the  Declaration  read  by  the  people, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  mounted  upon  the  roof  of  the  west  portico 
01  poich  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  I'Vorcester,  and  read 
the  Declaration  to  a  large  crowd  who  were  collected  to 
hear  it.  That  porch  is  now  imposingly  stuck  upon  the 
fiont  of  a  small  dwelling  about  a  mile  from  the  present 
meeting-house,  on  the  east  road  to  Millbnry,  where  it  is 
used  as  a  dwelling-house.® 


July  10,  1832. 


This  day  I  have  shelves  erected  in  the  chamber  of  the 
north  wing  of  the  Antiquarian  Hall  for  the  reception  of 
newspapers.  The  shelves  are  put  up,  and  I  load  them  with 
SIX  hundred  volumes  of  papers,  which  comprise  about  half 
of  our  collection  of  that  kind  of  reading. 

It  IS  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  my  trouble  (being  happy 


'  - - n^itiaiucu  Liltiie  Wllilllll  tlie 

liviug. 


memory  of  several  persons  now 
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enough  in  all  other  respecfa)  that  only  a  part  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  of  the  Society  are  willing  to  increase 
the  numl)ers  of  our  newspapers.  Since  I  have  been  here, 
I  have  been  unwearied  in  my  pains  to  get  good  tiles  of 
papers  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  I  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  with  some  forty  or  fifty  individuals  from  different 
sections  of  the  U.  S.  to  procure  for  me  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  sets  and  to  preserve  all  those  that  they  now 
subscribe  for.  In  this  way  the  collection  must  become 
exceedingly  valuable.  I  suffer  no  traveller  to  visit  me 
without  enlisting  him  in  my  cause,  and  giving  him  direc¬ 
tions  how  to  find  them  and  how  to  send  them  to  me. 
Though  I  may  fail  of  getting  as  many  as  I  wish,  I  am  sure 
that  I  shall  entitle  myself  to  the  gratitude  of  future 
antiquaries.  I  find  very  great  difficulty  in  finding  ancient 
papers.  They  exist  only  in  the  garrets  of  rich  men  who 
may  have  been  systematic  in  their  plans  to  preserve  every¬ 
thing  which  came  in  their  ivay. 

Xathaniel  Willis,  publisher  of  the  Boston  Recorder, 
called  upon  me.  He  promises  to  give  me  a  full  set  of  his 
paper  from  the  beginning.  He  is  father  of  the  poet, 
Nath},  P.  Willis,  who  is  noAv  in  Paris.  Mr.  Willis,  the 
father,  was  born  in  Boston  in  1782.  He  is  a  printer  by 
profession,  and  ivas  the  first  one  who  established  the 
Eastern  Argus,  one  of  the  most  respectable  papers  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  btate  of  Maine.  His  father,  now  eighty 
years  old,  Avas  once  printer  and  proprietor  of  the  Inde- 
jpendent  Chronicle,  a  valuable  paper  published  in  Boston. 
He  left  Boston  and  Avent  to  Williamsburg  in  Virginia, 
and  established  a  paper  tliere,  and  then  Avent  to  Chilicothe, 
noAV  Ohio,  then  the  North- Avestern  Territory,  and  established 
the  Chilicothe  Gazette,  the  first  paper  published  that  side 
of  the  Ohio  Kiver.  He  is  now  living  in  Ohio.  He  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  John  Baily,  once  minister  of 
AVatertoAvn,  who  Avas  before  that  time  minister  of  Limeilck 
in  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  about  1G89.  His 
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portrait  is  now  in  the  Mass.  Historical  Society’s  Library  in 
Boston.  A  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Willis,  proprietor  of  the 
Recorder.,  married  Mr.  Louis  Dwight,  now  agent  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society. 

July  14,  1832. 

I  Avas  visited  today  by  Isaac  S.  Smith  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
lie  is  now  al)out  4(1,  and  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Mass, 
lie  is  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  at  Buffalo,  and  an 
enterprisipg  and  successful  merchant  there.  He  Avent 
there  in  1809.  He  is  a  merry  old  bachelor  and  uncle  to 
the  Miss  Williams  Avhom  I  carried  to  the  Springs  on  the 
3rd  of  this  month. 

July  20. 

I  spend  the  evening  of  nearly  every  day,  from  half-past 
six  to  nine,  in  company  Avith  Alvan  Fisher  of  Boston,  the 
landscape  painter.  He,  Avith  his  Avife  and  their  only  child, 
a  lad  about  four  years  old,  have  come  to  Worcester  to 
spend  the  summer.  He  Avas  born  in  Dedham,  Mass.  His 
father  Avas  Aaron  Fisher,  Avho  Avas  the  son  of  Ebenezer 
Fisher,  avIio  Avas  the  son  of  John.  The  ancestor  came  to 
Dedham  in  1(135.  Alvan  has  visited  Europe  and  enjo3^s  a 
high  reputation  as  a  painter.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
making  a  picture  of  the  attack  made  by  the  Indians  upon 
the  family  of  Mr.  Dustan  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1698.  The  picture  is  about  tAvo  feet  and  a  half 
in  length  and  about  tAvo  feet  high,  and  he  is  to  be  paid  tAvo 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  it.  It  is  nearly  completed 
and  is  veiy  fine  indeed.  He  paints  portraits  occasionally, 
tho’  not  often.  His  lousiness  is  landscape  painting,  in- 
which  it  is  needless  to  remark  that  he  is  eminently  snccess- 
fuL 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  his  society.  He  gives  a  good 
account  of  his  travels,  and  renders  himself  interesting  from 
his  enthusiasm.  He  is  an  elder  brother  of  Dr.  [John 
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Dix]  Fisher,  now  a  successful  practitioner  in  Boston, 
favorably  known  as  the  author  of  a  book  on  small  pox  and 
varioloid.  They  were  both  in  Europe  in  1826.  Another 

brother  is  a  merchant  in,  Boston.  Alvan  is  now  about 
38  or  9. 

July  22,  1832. 

I  took  a  long-  walk  in  the  evening  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Papanti.  She  entertained  me  with  an  account  of  her 
ancestors.  She  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  judging  from  her  looks,  about  1800.  She  is  not 
Iiandsome  and  yet  she  has  an  engaging  face,  and  is,  withal, 
a  very  interesting  lady.  Her  manners  are  lady-like  and 
her  conversation  extremely  entertaining.  This  would 
folloAv,  almost  of  course,  from  her  manner  of  life,  which 
for  some  ten  years  was  spent  upon  the  stage.  She  never 
appeared  in  anything  important  except  comedy.  I  have 
seen  hev  in  many  characters,  and  while  in  Boston  she  was 
rather  a  favorite  with  the  theatre-going  people.  She  sino-s 
very  finely,  and  her  musical  accomplishments  gave  her  a 
happy  celebrity. 

Hei  maiden  name  was  Eliza  Norris.  Her  father  was  a 
sea  captain,  I  believe,  who  is  now  dead.  Her  mother’s 
name  before  marriage  Avas  Noyes,  from  Stoneington,  Con- 
necticutt.  Her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Noyes  of  Stoneington, 
or  New  London,  is  iioav  living  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight. 
Her  grandfather,  Thomas  Nojms,  died  a  few  years -since. 

Ml.  Papanti  is  a  native  of  Italy;  he  Avas  born  near 
Florence.  He  is  noAv  here  teaching  a  dancing  school, ^  and 
his  Avife  is  keeping  a  school  for  musick  for  young  ladies. 
They  Avere  introduced  into  toAvn  by  his  Excellency  Gov. 
Lincoln,  Avhose  daughters,  Penelope  &  Anne,  are  under 
her  instruction  both  in  musick  and  dancing.  They  are 
much  caressed  by  a  part  of  the  people,  Avhile  neglected  by 

>  He  was  for  many  years  a  very  successful  ami  fasliionable  teacher  of  dancing  in 
Boston. 
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others  on  account  of  their  former  connexion  with  the 
theatre. 

They  attend  Dr.  Bancroft’s  Church  and  add  greatly  to 
the  singing.  She  plays  upon  her  harp  and  he  upon  a 
French  horn,  which,  with  two  flutes,  a  base  viol  and  violin, 
make  very  good  musick. 

I  saw  today  Doctor  John  Mason,  now  established  as  a 
physician  at  Bangor,  in  Maine.  He  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1822.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Mason 
of  Castine,  and  was  born  in  that  place.  His  father  was 
born  in  Princeton,  in  this  county,  and  is  a  brother  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Mason,  formerly  minister  of  Northfield,  Mass. 

Dr.  Mason  is  now  on  his  way  to  New  York  to  see  the 
Cholera,  being  sent  by  the  town  of  Bangor  for  the  purpose 
of  making  himself  acquainted  with  the  disease. 

I  will  mention  in  this  place  that  m}^  friend  Dr.  Elisha 
Bartlett  of  Lowell,  called  on  me  last  week,  l)eino'  on 
his  return  from  New  York,  whither  he  had  been  by 
direction  of  the  town  of  Lowell  to  witness  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  patients  suffering  under  the  Cholera.  Dr. 
Bartlett  was  born  in  Smithfield,  R.  I.  He  Avas  formerly 
a  clerk  in  a  shoe  store  in  Worcester,  kept  by  [John  M.] 
Earle  &  [Anthony]  Chase.  His  parents  are  Quakers. 
He  has  Avritten  a  great  number  of  articles  of  beautiful 
poetry,  Avhich  Avere  pulflished  in  the  Massachusetts  Spy, 
over  the  signature  of  "E.”  They  AA^ere  republished  in  all 
the  papers  of  the  day  and  Avere  very  much  admired.  He 
studied  his  ])rofession  mainly  Avith  Doctors  Grreen  and 
Heywood,  and  this  led  to  our  aCApiaintance.  I  haA^e  a 
great  many  letters,  many  of  Avhich  Avere  Avritten  Avhile  he 
Avas  in  Europe.  He  Avas  there  in  1827  and  8.  Since  his 
return,  he  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  contrilAuter  to  the 
Quarterly  Medical  Journal,  published  at  Philadelphia,  and 
is  editor  of  a  medical  periodical  published  in  Boston.  I 
believe,  too,  that  he  has  translated  a  small  volume  from 
the  French,  relating  to  some  subject  connected  Avith  his 


193 


Diartj  of  C/u’istoj)//er  C.  Baldwin. 

in-ofession.  He  is  a  young  man  of  good  capacity  and  of 
undoulded  industry,  and  has  for  seven  years  been  one  of 
niy  most  intimate  friends. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  our  member  of  Congress,  arrived  in 

town  yesterday.  He  has  been  absent  seven  months  and  an 
half. 

Rasselas  Harwood  died  of  the  Cholera  at  North  Drook- 
tield  this  day.  This  is  the  first  case  which  has  happened  in 
this  county.  He  was  a  merchant  in  New  York  and  had 
had  a  slight  attack  there  and  came  to  his  friends  at  Brook¬ 
field  to  avoid  the  disease.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him. 
He  was  a  young  man  of  excellent  character.  He  formerly 
was  clerk  in  the  store  of  Moses  Bond  at  Templeton.  He 
was  a  memlier  of  IMr.  AYillington’s  Church  in  that  place 
He  was  about  27  when  he  died. 

July  23,  1832. 


I  had  the  honor  of  a  visit  today  from  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Thad.  M.  Harris,  minister  of  Dorchester,  Mass.^  He 
preached  for  Dr.  Bancroft  yesterday,  and  entertained  his 
audience  veiw  much.  His  appearance  in  the  pulpit  is  very 
odd.  His  head  projects  forward  from  his  body,  which 
gives  him  the  appearance  of  being  hunchliacked.  When 
he  prayed  that  the  Cholera  might  be  arrested  in  its  pro¬ 
gress  and  its  ravages  stayed,  the  tears  ran  dow^n  his  cheeks 
plentifully. 

He  is  now  sixty-five.  His  father  was  a  schoolmaster  in 
Boston,  and  his  ancestor  was  that  Mr.  Harris  who  was  the 
author  of  "  Simplicity’s  Defence,”  a  small  tract  which  lie 
published  for  being  connected  with  Roger  Williams,  whom 
he  accompanied  from  Salem  to  Providence.  Toleration 
Harris  was  son  or  grandson  of  the  one  above  named. 

iThackleiis  Mason  Harris,  father  of  Clarendon  Harris  before  spoken  of  in  this 
diary,  at  one  time  taught  school  in  Worcester,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Ur.  Elijah 
Dix  of  Worcester.  He  was  for  forty-three  years  pastor  of  the  First  (Unitarian) 
Church  in  Dorchester. 
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The  name  was  given  to  him  in  allusion  to  the  religious 
o})inions  of  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Harris  told  me  that  he  had  been  employed  Rev. 
Jared  Sparks  to  assort,  arrange  and  index  the  letters  that 
were  left  by  General  M^ashington.  The  labor  occupied 
him  several  months.  .When  completed  they  were  neatly 
bound  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  folio  volumes.  They 
were  twenty-five  thousand  in  number,  beginning  in  1754 
or  5,  and  continuing  to  the  time  of  his  death  in  Dec.,  1799. 
They  belong  to  the  family  of  Washington  and  were  placed 
in  Mr.  Sparks  hands  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
make  a  selection  for  publication.  Mr.  Harris  regards  them 
as  very  valuable,  and  thinks  that  they  should  [be]  i)laced 
in  the  Library  of  Congress. 

It  is  very  refreshing  to  have  visits  from  such  persons  as 
the  doctor.  He  is  among  the  most  learned  of  our  New 
England  clergy,  and  enjoys  a  high  reputation  as  an  anti- 
(juary. 

He  visited  Europe  in  1810.  He  was  led  there  by  reason 
of  his  being  one  of  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the 
estate  of  the  late  Dr.  Dix  of  Worcester. 

July  26,  1832. 

I  received  an  interesting  visit  today  from  Rev.  Eliphalet 
Porter,  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  the  Theological  Institution 
at  Andover.  He  was  born  in  Farmington,  Con.  I  was 
silly  enough  to  let  him  go  away  without  (piestioning  him 
more  about  his  ancestry.  He  was  very  ready  to  entertain 
me  with  his  history,  and  such  things  should  be  attended  to. 
He  seemed  very  well  satisfied  with  the  Antiquarian  Society 
and  promised  to  send  me  a  copy  of  everything  which  he 
had  published. 

Zebedee  Cook,  Jr.,  Esq.,  of  Dorchester,  visited  me. 
He  is  a  lawyer  of  some  note. 

The  country  herealjouts  is  still  agitated  ^vith  the  fear 
that  the  Cholera  will  speedily  make  its  descent  u})on  [us]  in 
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this  qmu-ter.  Dr.  [Oliver  H.]  Blood  of  Worcester  has  gone 
to  New  York  to  see  how  the  disease  is  there  treated.  1  '’llis 
wife  read  an  interesting  letter  from  him  in  my  hearing. 
He  gave  an  account  of  the  saline  injection,  a  method  of  cure 
adopted  in  Europe.  It  is  'done  by  opening  a  blood  vessel 
and  injecting  the  solution  into  the  veins.  In  the  case 
mentioned  by  him  the  patient  was  restored.  Fifty  ounces 
weie  thus  injected  ;  an  astonishing  quantity  ! 

The  mortality,  at  present,  in  New  York  is  not  so  great 
as  it  has  been  in  Montreal  or  Quebcck.  It  averages  about 
one  hundred  a  day,  attacking  principally  the  most  miserable 
pail  of  the  population.  Only  a  few  instances  have  occurred 
of  its  having  touched  the  temperate  part  of  the  community. 

I  have  read  today  an  account  of  the  plague  by  Assalini, 
a  French  physician  who  belonged  to  Bonaparte’s  army  in 
Fgjqit  in  1799.  It  is  an  interesting  work,  and  presents  a 
frightful  picture  of  the  dreadful  ravages  committed  by  the 
pestilence.  He  does  not  believe  that  that  disease  was  con¬ 
tagious,  and  were  it  not  for  the  ulcers  which  accompanied 
the  complaint,  one  would  readily  consider  it  very  similar 
to  the  Cholera.  There,  as  at  New  York  and  elsewhere,  the 
apparent  malignity  of  the  distemper  was  greatly  increased 
liy  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  people.  Many 
people  have  made  themselves  actually  sick  from  the  dread 
and  anxiety  they  have  entertained  lest  they  should  die  of 
the  disease.  They  read  the  accounts  given  of  the  symp¬ 
toms  which  precede  the  disorder,  and  quickly  give  way  to 
the  belief  that  they  really  have  it :  they  then  take  medicine, 
which,  of  course,  makes  them  sick,  and  then  send  for  a 
doctor,  who  comes,  and  the  patient  dies  speedily. 

Mj^  friend  Mr.  Fisher,  the  painter,  informs  me  that  he 
is  peisonally  acquainted  with  Charles  Henry  Hall,  noAv  one 
of  the  aldermen  of  the  City  of  New  York.  He  Avas  born 
in  Pomfret,  Ct.,  and  is  son  of  Doctor  David  Hall  of  that 


'  Dr.  Blood  soon  after  this  time  gave  up  the  general  practice  of  medicine  and  de¬ 
voted  his  time  to  dentistry,  and  was  for  many  years  the  leading  dentist  in  Worcester. 
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place,  who  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  David  Hall  of 
Sutton,  Mass.  Charles  H.  has  been  a  successful  merchant. 
Mo  has  two  brothers,  both  respectable  lawyers  in  the  city, 
David  and  Prescot.  They  have  a  sister,  Anne,  an  old 
maid,  who  is  greatly  distinguished  as  a  miniature  portrait 
painter.  Mr.  Fisher  regards  her  as  one  of  the  best  female 
])ainters  in  the  United  States.  I  mention  these  facts 
because  they  are  connected  with  the  memorabilia  of  Sutton, 
whose  history  I  hope,  some  day,  to  present  to  the  pul)lic. 

July  28,  1832. 

I  took  a  walk  this  evening  with  Mr.  Fisher  to  a  frog 
pond,  to  show  him  the  nature  and  temper  of  the  larger 
kind  of  bull-frog’s.  I  took  a  stick  about  six  feet  Iona’,  and 
finding  a  frog  sitting  near  the  bank  gently  tickled  his  belly, 
and  the  frog  immediately  indicated  a  disposition  to  fight. 
By  touching  his  body  with  the  end  of  the  stick  he  would 
seize  it  in  his  mouth  and  hold  on  until  drawn  cpiite  out  of 
the  water ;  and  when  his  troubles  were  discovered  by  the 
frogs  in  the  vicinity  they  would  all  come  to  witness  the 
difficulty,  and  then  by  touching  several  of  them  nearly  at 
the  same  time  they  would  all  fall  to  fighting.  I  found  that 
by  making  a  little  disturbance  of  the  water  wfith  the  end  of 
the  stick  several  Avonld  rush  furiously  at  it,  some  of  them 
coming  the  distance  of  an  hnndred  feet.  I  thus  got  seven¬ 
teen  of  the  very  largest  of  them  into  the  conipas  of  a  yard 
s(juare.  Thej^  appeared  ridiculous  enough.  I  put  a  small 
frog  near  one  and  he  devoured  it  instantly  ;  and,  upon 
watching  them,  I  found  that  the  small  ones  furnished  food 
for  the  lal'o-e  ones. 

dames  Bowdoin,  Es(|.,  of  Boston,  called  upon  me  todaA’. 
lie  was  on  his  return  from  Virginia,  Avhere  he  has  been 
during  the  last  four  months  on  account  of  his  health.  He 
is  the  eldest  son  of  Lieut. -Gov.  Thomas  L.  AVinthrop  of 
Boston,  and  a  gentleman  of  sterling  merit. ^  Rejoice  New- 


'  He  was  an  older  brother  of  the  late  Hon.  Kobert  C.  Winthrop,  and  took  the  name 
of  Bowdoin  from  an  uncle  from  whom  he  had  inherited  a  considerable  property. 
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ton,  Es(j.,  of  this  town,  thinks  that  he  would  make  a  good 
Lieut. -Governor,  and  from  the  favorable  opinion  enter¬ 
tained  of  him  l)y  those  who  know  him  with  whom  I  have 
conversed,  I  have  no  dojibt  that  should  he  lie  rio-htly 
brought  before  the  public  as  a  candidate  he  would  succeed. 


July  30,  1832. 


1  devote 
Gataloo-ue. 
some  profit. 


my  whole  time  to  the  business  of  making  a 
It  IS  slow  work,  but  not  without  pleasure  and 


I  had  ^the  pleasure  of  an  introduction  to  Jonathan 
Mason,  Es(}.,  of  Boston,  son  of  Jonathan  Mason,  Esij., 
of  that  city,  recentlj^  deceased,  leaving  a  large  estate. 
The  son  has  visited  Europe,  and  returned  in  "the  same 
vessel  that  brought  out  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  in  1824. 
He  is  a  painter,  engaging  in  the  business  as  an  amusement 
and  not  as  a  source  of  profit.  He  is  now  aliout  thirty 
years  old  and  unluckily  quite  deaf.  He  is  very  pleasant 
as  a  comiianion,  and  highly  interesting  in  his  conversation 
from  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  distinguished  men 
both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States.  Mr.  Fisher  repre¬ 
sents  him  as  having  a  good  reputation  among  artists.  His 
grandfather  was  also  Jonathan  Mason  of  Boston.  There 
IS  no  acknowledged  connection  betAveen  this  family  and 
Jeremiah  Mason  of  NeAv  Hampshire. 

Romeo  Elton,  Professor  in  Brown  Lbiiversity,  Provi¬ 
dence,  called  on  me  today.  He  Avas  born  in  Burlington, 
Con.,  Avhere  his  ancestors  have  long  lived,  Avdio  came  about 
1(189  from  Bristol,  England.  He  is  about  forty  and  has 
visited  Europe.  He  promises  me  many  things  upon  his 
return. 


Aug.  1,  1832. 

I  Avas  born  thirty-tAvo  years  ago  this  dajq  if  there  be 

any  reliance  to  be  put  upon  the  family  record  The 
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record  in  the  Bible  reads  in  this  way:  “Christopher 
Columbus  born  August  first  1800,  sign  in  the  thighs.” 
My  Father  entertains  a  curious  notion  that  the  temper  is 
influenced  in  some  way  by  the  particular  time  of  birth  & 
so  the  place  of  the  sign  in  the  Almanack  is  put  in  the 
record  against  each  of  his  family. 

It  was  no  small  gratification  to  me  to  have  today  Chester 
Harding,  Alvan  Fisher  and  Jonathan  Mason  all  witli  me 
at  once.  They  are  all  painters,  and  they  })ossess  such 
fervent  zeal  for  their  profession  and  every  thing  connected 
with  it,  that  I  have  great  pleasure  to  be  with  them.  One 
suggestion  they  made  to  me  must  be  more  thought  of, 
which  was  that  I  would  collect  the  names  and  labors  of  all 
the  early  American  Painters  and  give  them  to  the  public. 
And  they  each  offered  to  make  memoranda  of  all  facts 
connected  Avith  the  subject  that  should  come  in  their  AvaA\ 

Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt,  of  Hamilton,  visits  me  and  gives 
me  a  copy  of  his  Annals  of  Salem,  a  production  Avliich  has 
cost  him  much  labor.  It  is  a  very  valuable  compilation. 
He  is  a  native  of  Salem,  and  previous  to  his  settlement 
was  for  several  Amars  employed  as  a  teacher  in  Salem. 
His  early  ancestor  Avas  slain  by  the  Eastern  Indians.  I 
found  him  very  pleasant.  His  errand  here  was  to  ascer¬ 
tain  Avhat  encouragement  Avould  be  given  by  the  people  in 
this  neighborhood  toAvards  the  establishment  of  a  Female 
College.  The  object  is  to  procure  a  fund  of  some  30  or  40 
thousand  Dollars  for  the  creation  of  an  institution  expressB" 
for  the  education  of  Females  upon  a  more  enlarged  and 
extensiAm  scale  than  at  present  anyAvhere  exists.  The 
Lady  proposed  as  the  head  of  the  Institution  is  a  Miss  or 
Mrs.  Grant,  noAv  superintending  a  female  seminary  at 
Ipswich.  Tlie  project  is  a  good  one,  and  I  trust  that  it 
may  be  carried  into  successful  execution. 

Alvan  Fisher,  the  Painter,  informs  me  that  he  was  born 
at  Dedham,  Mass.,  August  9,  1792,  making  him  almost 
forty  years  old. 
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Aug.  3,  1832. 

News  reaches  us  that  the  Cholera  has  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  that  four  respectable  people 
have  died  of  it.  The  alarm  here  has  greatly  subsided  and 
little  fear  is  entertained  compared  Avith  the  consternation 
that  preA^ailed  when  the  disease  first  appeared  at  Quebeck 
and  Montreal.  So  true  it  is  that  all  dangers  diminish  as 
they  approach  us.  There  are  some,  however,  that  are 
greatly  frightened  and  have  made  all  preparations  for  its 
reception,  such  as  having  procured  bags  of  sand,  large 
stores  of  camphor,  laudanum  and  the  like,  Avhich  are 
recommended  to  be  used  upon  the  first  breaking  out  of  the 
disease.  INIay  God  grant  that  some  device,  like  that  of 
inoculation  or  vaccination  for  the  small  pox,  may  be  discov¬ 
ered  whereby  this  frightful  malady  may  be  disarmed  of  its 
terrors  as  Avell  as  its  malio’iiity. 


Aug.  20,  1832. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Spurzheim  from  Germany  jiassed 
through  toAvn  this  day  on  his  Avay  to  Boston.  I  had  the 
honor  of  lieing  introduced  to  him  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Fisher,  av^Iio  attended  his  Lectures  on  Phrenology  in  Paris 
in  182.5.  He  looks  like  a  German  and  yery  much  as  the 
engravings  represent  him.  He  Avas  now  on  his  Avay  to 
Boston  to  deliver  Lectures  there. 


Sept.  5,  1832. 

I  send  Five  Dollars  today  to  my  sister  at  Franklin, 
N.  H.,  Avho  has  given  me  an  account  of  hei-  situation. 
This  makes  fifteen  Dollars  that  I  have  sent  to  her  in  the 
shape  of  Charity  since  Feliruary  last. 

This  day  Avas  assembled  in  this  Town  the  Antimason ic 
State  Convention  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  Governor 
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of  the  Commonwealth  in  opposition  to  Gov.  Lincoln. 
The  number  of  Delegates  was  said  to  be  about  four 
hundred.  I  became  acquainted  with  several  of  them. 
Among  these  was  B.  F.  Hallet,  Editor  of  the  Boston 
Daily  Advocate,  a  highl}^  intelligent  gentleman,  but  as  an 
antimason  furious  as  a  windmill  in  a  tornado.  I  also  was 
made  acquainted  with  William  Lloyd  Garrison,  Editor  of 
the  Liberator,  a  paper  printed  in  Boston  and  opposed  to 
the  Colonization  Society.  By  reading  his  paper,  one  would 
conclude  him  to  be  a  maniac,  but  in  his  conversation  he 
is  mild  and  unassuming,  and  by  his  agreeable  manners 
preposesses  every  [one]  with  whom  he  meets  in  his  favor. 
I  have  from  the  beginning  entertained  a  very  poor  opinion 
of  the  Colonization  and  its  objects.  Slavery  is  too  great 
an  evil  to  be  trilled  with.  Nothing  should  be  done  which 
may  increase  it.  This  Society  proposes  to  remove  to 
Africa  all  Free  blacks  and  the  only  object  which  the  Slave 
holding  States  in  accomplishing  this  can  have,  is  that  there 
may  be  no  one  to  incite  the  slaves  to  insurrection,  and 
to  remove  the  blacks  from  the  Northern  States  is  rank 
oppression.  The  black  population  of  Worcester  (there 
are  about  fifty)  is  temperate  and  industrious  and  thev  are 
as  much  attached  to  the  soil  of  New  England  as  any 
descendant  of  the  Puritans. 

Joshua  Coffin  came  to  see  me  and  stayed  two  davs. 
He  was  agent  for  Mr.  Garrison  in  his  antislaverv 
schemes. 

I  made  ap})lication  to  Deacon  Butman  and  Rejoice  New¬ 
ton,  Esq.,  to  get  Mr.  Fisher  to  take  the  portrait  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  &  raise  l)y  subscription  money  enough 
to  defray  the  ex})ense  of  it.  They  very  obligingly  call  on 
the  venerable  Doctor  and  he  readily  consents  and  the 
picture  was  finished  in  just  one  week.  And  a  most 
accurate  likeness  it  is.* 


'  A  portrait  of  Dr.  Bancroft  now  in  the  vestry  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church  at 
Worcester  is  supposed  to  have  been  painted  by  Fisher. 


201 


Diary  of  Christopher  C.  Baldivin. 


Sept.  10,  1832. 


I  am  delighted  to  find  that  Stephen  Salisburj,  Esip,  and 
Alfred  D.  Foster,  Esq.,  have  each  of  them  purchased  a 
picture  of  Mr.  Fisher’s  painting.  They  pay  one  [hundredl 
dollars  for  each  of  them.  Mr.  Salisbury’s  is  a  cattle  piece 
and  beautifully  executed.  Mr.  Foster’s  is  a  representation 
of  children  plaAung  in  a  barn. 


[No  diary  has  been  found  covering  the  period  from  September 
10,  1832,  to  September  15,  1833.  n.  p.] 


September,  1833. 

15.  Henry  Knox  Newcomb  arrived  in  town  a 
few  days  ago  from  Key  West,  by  way  of  New  cweenS‘' 
Orleans,  and  asked  me  to  bear  him  company  on  a  visit  to 
his  father,  the  Hon.  Judge  Newcomb,  at  Greenfield.  He 
accompanied  the  invitation  in  the  very  civilist  way  possilile 
liy  assuring  me  that  he  would  defray  all  the  expenses  of 
the  expedition.  I  thought  best  not  to  omit  such  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  seeing  the  Connecticut  River ;  so  I  closed  ivitli 
his  oliliging  proposal.  MM  left  town  on  Saturday  morning. 
Our  carriage  Avas  ivhat  is  called  a  Carry-all ;  a  vehicle  very 
similar  to  a  hack  or  private  coach,  only  the  fore  end  is 
open,  and,  like  a  hack,  large  enough  for  four  persons. 
Our  load  consisted  of  myself,  my  friend  Neiv-  peiiow 
comb,  his  brother’s  wife  and  baby,  and  Miss  tr^iveiiers. 
Fucy  Lincoln,  the  adopted  daughter  of  the  late  Lieut. 
Governor  Lincoln,  of  MMrcester,  making  five  souls  in  all, 
Avith  plenty  of  baskets,  band-lioxes,  Imdgets,  and  such 

trumpery  as  ladies  are  Avont  to  bother  the  o-entlemcn 
with.  ^ 

Our  carriage  Avas  drawn  by  tAvo  horses,  and  as  our 
appearance  Avas  someAvhat  imposing  from  our  having  much 
silver  upon  our  tackling  and  carriage,  and  making  us  look 
like  some  well  estated  gentleman,  I  could  not  bid  remark 
to  my  friend  that  if  the  people  who  stared  at 


us  so 
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particular! j,  could  look  into  our  purses,  we  should  be 
laughed  at  as  two  poor  Devils.  He  insisted,  however, 
that  if  we  looked  serious,  nobody  would  ask  us  how  much 
money  we  had  got.  The  appearance  of  wealth  always 
makes  people  look  genteel,  and  exacts  respect  from 
strangers. 

At  Templeton,  my  native  place,  Ave  stopped 
our  equipage  and  ordered  dinner.  I  Avas  asked 
man}^  questions  here  by  people  Avhom  I  kneAv,  and  Avhen 
they  looked  at  my  neAV  superfine  broadcloth  cloak,  and 
our  carriage,  God  knoAvs,  I  felt  cheap  enough  ;  for  I  Avas 
well  satisfied  that  they  kneAv  I  Avas  not  Avorth  tAvo  coppers. 
I  had  to  relate  to  them  tAvo  amusing  stories  to  keep  them 
from  asking  questions  as  to  the  OAvnership  of  our  carriage 
and  horses.  The  keeper  of  the  tavern  Avas  Calvin  ToAvns- 
ly,  a  native  of  Jamaica  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and 
reputed  the  best  Tavern  Keeper  betAveen  Boston  and 
Albany.  He  gave  us  good  cheer,  and  to  make  appearances 
correspond,  I  Avas  going  to  order  a  bottle  of  Avine,  but  as 
my  companions  declined  drinking,  I  concluded  to  postpone 
that  entertainment  to  another  time. 

I  must  here  say  a  Avord  concerning  our  baby, 

Ever  since  I  kept  schoool  in  this  my  natiA^e  barrasses. 
ToAvn  (I  kept  four  Avinters  in  succession  and  AA^as  accounted 
one  of  the  most  expert  floggers  in  that  region),  I  have 
never  looked  upon  a  child  that  I  have  not  felt  for  the 
moment  as  tho’  I  Avanted  to  fall  to  Avhipping  it  —  so 
hardened  does  the  heart  become  by  keeping  school. 
Our  bal)y  cried  upon  an  average  four  miles  out  of  five 
during  the  Avhole  journey.  Nothing  Avould  quiet  the  little 
nuisance.  NotAvithstanding  its  mother  administered  all 
sorts  of  soothing  soporifics,  the  little  rascal  raised  his  shrill 
pipes  to  a  pitch  of  perfect  agony.  It  Avas  not  old  enough 
to  have  a  name  and  for  that  reason  I  cannot  put  it  iq)on 
record. 
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After  dinner  we  pushed  on  our  journey  and 
about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  readied  a  tav- 
ern  just  on  the  south  bank  of  Miller’s  River,  in  Montague, 
seven  or  b  miles  this  side  of  Greenfield,  ke[)t  by  a  person 
by  the  name  of  Brooks,  a  native  of  Petersham,  and  cousin 
to  Aaron  Brooks,  an  attorney  in  that  place.  Before 
making  arrangements  for  the  night,  we  alighted  and  exam¬ 
ined  the  premises  to  see  that  our  quality  should  not  suffer 
bi^  having  slept  at  a  vulgar  house.  Newcomb  was  spokes¬ 
man,  and  he  catechised  the  landlady  as  to  her  lieds, 
whether  the  sheets  had  been  changed,  what  she  could  o’ive 
us  for  supper ;  and  from  the  resolute  manner  of  his 
examination,  one  would  have  supposed  him  an  officer  of 
the  police  in  pursuit  of  stolen  property.  To  do  him 
justice,  hoAvever,  he  did  his  errand  like  one  ivho  was 
accustomed  to  good  entertainment.  The  only  part  I  per¬ 
formed  in  this  comedy  ivas  to  ask  the  landlady  to  let  me 
see  her  cook  our  lieefsteak  which  we  had  bespoken.  This 
she  complied  with,  not,  however,  without  letting  me  under¬ 
stand  that  she  thought  me  an  indifferent  cook. 


After  we  had  taken  our  supper,  I  went  into  the  . 

Ijtii  tor  a  glass  of  Avine,  and  tlioro  saAv  a  vory  “New  Trans- 
imposing  new  book.  How  could  such  a  book  “'?esta- 
get  there  !  I  immediately  opened  it  and  found 
it  a  New  Version  of  the  New  Testament  with  notes, 
illustrations,  &c.,  &c.,  bj^  "  Rodolphus  Dickenson,  a  Pres¬ 
byter  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States  and  late  Rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Middleton, 
South  Carolina.”  Royal  8vo.  Boston,  1833.  It  Avas  a 
fine  s}Aecimen  of  American  printing  and  the  notes  and 
comments  made  a  parade  of  great  learning.  I  found  that 
the  author  had  ornamented  the  book  with  his  portrait  and 
had  dedicated  it  to  Doctoi"  Alpheus  Stone,  ”  Meml)er  of  tlie 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,”  and  the  Dedication,  wliich 


Avas  stuffed  Avith  the  most  outrageous  flattery,  Avas  dated 
at  Montague,  Mass.,”  one  of  the  obscurest  towns  on  the 
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Connecticut  river.  I  passed  the  whole  evening  in  looking 
through  this  curious  performance.  It  undoubtedly  cost  its 
author  great  labor,  and  never  was  the  labor  of  any  man 
more  un})rofitably  directed.  He  had  attempted  to  translate 
it  into  the  popular  language  of  the  day.  Some  of  the 
alterations  from  the  common  versions  were  truly  comic. 
If  my  memory  serve  me,  this  expression,  "too  much 
learning  hath  made  thee  mad,”  was  rendered  nearly  thus, 
"  the  multiplicity  of  thj^  engagements  hath  demented 
thee  ”  !  !  A  new  testament  with  a  portrait  of  the  Trans¬ 
lator,  and  a  Dedication  to  an  unknown  Physician  !  I 
never  had  so  strong  a  disposition  to  steal  a  book  as  I  had 
this ;  and  I  verily  believe  that  had  there  been  another 
book  in  the  house  which  could  have  served  as  the  nest-eo-o- 
of  the  family  devotion  or  reading  I  should  have  certainly 
carried  it  off. 

The  presumptuous  author  of  this  version,  I  Avas  told, 
Avas  residing  in  Montague  and  was  in  the  rectorship  of  a 
small  church  situated  about  two  miles  from  our  tavern. 


Sunday,  Sept.  Ifi,  1833. 

W  e  had  an  agreeable  ride  in  the  morning  ^  ^ 

across  the  Connecticut  into  Greenfield.  I  must  uiide. 
not  forget  to  mention  in  this  place  an  instance  of  my  pride. 
lIoAV  disinclined  Ave  are  to  recognize  our  poor  connexions 
when  fortune  has  elevated  us  a  peg  or  two  above  them  and 
we  encounter  them  among  strangers.  The  Avife  of  the 
toll-gatherer  at  the  bridge  Avas  my  oAvn  cousin.  She  did 
not  know  me,  although  no  examiner  of  faces  could  have 
seen  us  together  Avithout  pronouncing  us  to  be  brother  and 
sister.  Her  husband’s  name  is  Comfort  Hunter,  and  one 
of  the  honestest  felloAvs  in  the  Avorld.  And  I  knoAv  not 
but  what  his  wife  is  as  worthy  as  he  is.  I  should  not  have 
tieated  them  Avith  such  neglect  had  I  been  alone.  And  1 
intend  still  to  humble  myself  for  this  act  of  haughtiness. 
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Her  maiden  name  was  Abigail  Bruce,  born  at  Templeton, 
daughter  of  Josiah  Bruce,  and  the  eldest  sister  of  that 
famous  Eli  Bruce,  who  was  so  conspicuous  in  the  abduction 
of  Captain  William  Morgan  in  Sept.,  1826,  and  High 
Sheriff  for  the  County  of  Niagara,  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  Hei‘  mother  was  the  eldest  sister  of  my  mother, 
and  died  at  Templeton,  Feb.  8th,  1833,  if  I  remember 
correctly. 

We  reached  Greenfield  about  9  o’clock  in  the  Arrive  at 
morning.  a  found  the  Hon.  Judge  Newcomb  ureentieia. 
sick  of  a  fever.  This  was  a  sad  disappointment  to  us  all, 
but  I  took  it  to  heart  most,  because,  he  being  Judge  of 
Probate,  could,  if  Avell,  entertain  me  with  family  histories. 
He  was  so  unwell  that  I  was  not  permitted  to 
ask  after  his  own  history.  But  I  had  the  good  Newcomb, 
luck  to  catechise  him  now  &  then  as  his  wife  went  out 
of  the  room.  His  own  name  is  Richard  English  New¬ 
comb  and  was  born  at  Lebanon,  in  Connecticut,  in 
1771,  making  him  at  this  time  sixty-two.  His  father, 
Hezekiah  Newcomb,  was  born  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  and 
settling  at  first  in  Lebanon,  afterwards,  between  1785 
and  90,  removed  to  Bernardston,  Mass.,  where  he  died. 
He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  there,  and  the 

,  Dorrillites. 

most  important  judicial  act  of  his  life  was  to 
hear  a  complaint  as  Magistrate  against  a  fanatic  sect  called 
Dorrillites,  for  a  breach  of  the  Sabbath  in  raising  a  barn  on 
the  Lord’s  day.  An  interesting  account  of  this  crazy  sect 
may  be  found  in  Thompson’s  Vermont  Gazetteer  under  the 
head  of  Guilford.  Hezekiah  Newcomb,  Jun.,  son  of  our 
Justice,  was  one  of  the  Dorrillites,  yet  this  did  not  prevent 
the  worthy  magistrate  from  imposing  a  heavy  fine  upon  the 
Sabbath  breakers.  Horatio  G.  Newcomb,  Esip,  is  another 
son  of  Mr.  Justice  Hezekiah,  and  is  noAV  an  attorney  in 
Greenfield.  About  1819  or  20,  he  practiced  law  in  Winch- 
endon.  Mass.  He  was  there  not  above  three  years,  and 
has  since  been  at  Greenfield. 
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Although  Sunday,  yet  it  was  a  busy  day  with  me.  My 
Friend  Newcomb  was  compelled  to  })e  with  his  father  all 
day.  I  had  to  shift  for  myself.  I  sought  out  the  oldest 
bury[ing]  grouud  and  soon  discovered  that  I  had  found 
work  enough.  I  went  to  transcribing  epitaphs  with  all 
expedition. 

The  grave-yard  was  just  back  of  the  Church  in  the 
village  and  one  of  the  first  monuments  I  came  to  was  as 
folloAvs  : 

“REV.  ROGER  NEWTON,  D.D. 
was  ordained 
To  the  Gospel  Ministry  in 
This  Town  18.  Nov.  1761  & 
died  10th  Dec.  1816. 

In  the  80th  year  of  his  age, 

&  56th  of  his  Ministry.” 

“  His  Life  was  adorned  with  private 
and  domestick  virtues,  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  publick  and  pro¬ 
fessional  usefulness.” 

And  next  to  it  stood  another  monument  with  this 
epitaph  : 

“  In  Memory  of  MRS 
ABIGAIL,  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Roger  Newton, 
who  died  Oct.  21. 

1806,  aged  67  years.” 

“  A  virtuous  woman  is  a  crown 
to  her  Husband  and  doth 
him  good  and  not  evil  all 
the  days  of  her  Life.” 

lie  came  from  Durham,  Couuecticut  (tvhich  tvas  his 
native  place),  to  Greenfield  tvhen  it  was  almost  a  tvilder- 
ness.  I  think  he  was  the  first  settled  Minister  of  the 
lown.  One  of  his  sons,  a  bachelor,  now  lives  in  Green¬ 
field. 
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In  the  same  yard  I  found  the  following  Inscription  : 

“  Sacred  to  the 
Memory  of  MRS. 

PHEBE  wife  of 
Richard  E.  New¬ 
comb,  Esq.  obt. 

Aug.  9.  1802.  set. 

31  years.” 

“  This  monument  is  erected 
“  As  a  Testimonial  of 
“  Affection  for  an  agree 
“  able  Companion 
“  A  Sincere  Friend, 

“  A  Tender  Mother 
“  A  Faithful  wife 
“  &  a  good  woman.” 

She  was  the  mother  of  my  Friend  Henry  K.  Newcomb. 
And  here  follows  the  epitaph  of  her  successor,  and  the 
grandmother  of  the  l)a])3^  that  cried  so  in  onr  journe}^  from 
Worcester. 

MRS. 

MARY  NEWCOMB, 
wife  of 

R.  E.  Newcomb,  Esq. 
and  last 

Surviving  child  of 
Gen. 

Joseph  Warren, 
who  fell 

on  Bunker  Hill,  June 
17.  1776; 

Died  Feb  9.  182G. 

Mt.  54. 

I  must  not  omit  to  mention  what  I  saw  in 
Judo'e  Newcomb’s  parlor.  It  was  a  full-length  oen.wanen 
likeness  of  (fen.  Warren  by  Copley,  in  the  most 
perfect  preservation,  and  also  that  of  his  lad\"  by  the  same 
artist.  I  cannot  describe  the  pleasure  I  had  in  looking  at 
them.  As  a  painting  the  likeness  of  the  General  was 
much  the  best.  I  could  not  get  them  for  the  Library  of 
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the  Antiquarian  Society,  tho’  I  projected  several  schemes 
to  that  ends 

After  dinner  I  was  called  upon  by  Isaac 
Newton,  Esq.,  brother  of  the  Hon.  Rejoice  Newton. 
Newton,  of  Worcester,  who  carried  me  up  to  Montague 
Falls,  an  interesting  &  romantick  place  on  the  Connecticut 
River  about  three  miles  northeast  of  the  villao-e  of  Green- 
field.  On  our  way  there  Ave  passed  another  grave-yard 
Avhich  Ave  Avent  into.  There  Avas  built  in  it  a  sort  of 
a  safety  toml),  Avhich  Avas  to  receive  the  bodies  of  the 
dead  previous  to  their  interment  to  i)revent  them  falling 
into  the  hands  of  doctors  and  the  resurrectionists  for 
dissection  ;  a  very  good  precaution. 

Among  the  monuments,  I  found  the  folloAving  inscrip¬ 
tions,  Avdiich  as  they  are  the  progenitors  of  Rejoice  NeoAdon, 
I  copied  them.  The  folloAving  Avas  his  grandfather  : 

“  MR.  JOHN  NEWTON 
died  Sept.  28. 

1802 
a3t.  76.” 


Ihis  Avas  his  grandmother,  Avhosc  maiden  name  Avas  Mary 
Picket. 


“  In  Memory  of  MRS.  MARY 
NEWTON,  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Newton,  who  died  Nov. 

18,  1786  in  the  G3rd  year 
of  her  age.” 


“  MRS.  HULDAH 
2ond  wife  of  Mr 
John  Newton 
died  Sept.  14.  1802 
AEt.  LX.” 


1  he  following  are  the  father  and  mother  of  Rejoice  : 


“  CART.  ISAAC  NEWTON 
died 

Sept.  23.  1826. 
iEt  78.” 


“MRS.  HESTER 
wife  of 

Capt.  Isaac  Newton, 
died 

Dec.  23.  1824 


set  75.” 


>  JudR-e  Newcomb  in  liis  will  refers  to  the  portraits  “  now  in  my  front  parlor  ”  as 
the  property  of  his  son  .Toseph  Warren  Newcomb.  These  portraits  were  afterwards 
in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Buckminster  Brown  of  Boston. 
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His  uncle  : 

MR. 

“  SAMUEL  NEWTON 
,  died 

13tli  Nov.  1827  86. 
75.” 


The  grandfatliei',  father  and  uncle  were  all  horn  in 
Durham,  Conn.  The  oldest  of  them,  Capt.  Isaac,  came 
to  Greenfield  aliout  1769  or  70,  and  in  a  few  j-ears  his 
father  and  family  followed.  The  Rev.  Roger  Newton  was 
a  cousin  or  uncle  to  Capt.  Isaac.  The  family  has  always 
been  respectable  from  the  beginning. 

I  intended  to  have  gone  to  the  Episcopal  Church  today, 
never  having  been  in  one  but  once  in  my  life.  Rev.  Mr. 
Strong  lav  sick  of  a  fever,  and  I  spent  the  da}"  as 
religiously  as  I  could  by  transcriliing  the  inscriptions  and 
contemplating  over  the  monuments  of  the  dead. 

I  spent  the  evenim;  at  the  hotel  where  I 

k,  TT  T,T  1  x'l  Geo.  T.  Davis. 

stopped  in  company  with  H.  G.  JNewcomb,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  George  T.  Davis,  a  native  of  Sandwich,  Mass., 
and  son  of  Wendell  Davis,  of  that  place,  and  formerly 
Sheriff  of  that  County.  He  was  a  brother  of  Sam.  Davis, 
Esq.,  the  learned  editor  of  "Morton’s  N.  E.  Memorial”  & 
the  most  famous  Antiquary  of  Plymouth  Colony.  This 
Mr.  G.  T.  Davis  is  a  young  man  who  has  just  entered 
u}K)n  the  practice  of  law  and  has  established  a  weekly 
newspaper  in  this  place  called  the  "Mercury.”  The  first 
number  was  issued  last  week.  He  came  to  this  town  from 
Taunton,  where  he  had  been  engaged  as  an  editor.  His 
lirother,  'Wendell  B.  Davis,  now  dead,  was  my  classmate 
at  Cambridge. 


Sept.  17  (Mond.),  1833. 

In  the  morning  I  ordered  our  carriage  and  invited 
several  young  ladies  to  ride  up  to  the  falls,  where  I  went 
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yesterday.  We  made  a  ride  of  8  or  10  miles,  which  was 
([iiite  pleasant. 

I  was  introduced  to  the  Hon.  Daniel  Wells, 
no\v  member  of  oar  State  Senate,  to  James  C.  weiis. 
Alvord,  Esq.,  his  partner  (attorneys),  son  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  Courts  for  Franklin  County.  Mr.  Alvord  officiated 
for  a  few  months  as  the  successor  of  John  Hooker  Ashman 
in  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
good  promise  in  his  profession.  His  sister  married  -Iose})h 
Warren  Newcomb,  father  of  the  liaby  that  worried  me  so 
much.  This  Mr.  Newcomb  is  the  youngest  son  of  the 
Hon.  Judge  Newcomb,  and  studied  his  profession  with 
Rejoice  Newton,  Esq.,  at  ^Worcester,  where  he  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice,  and  first  opened  an  office  at  Templeton 
in  1829.  He  remained  there  about  two  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Amesbury,  Mass.,  where  he  now  resides  as  an 
attorney.  He  is  a  half  brother  of  my  friend  H.  K.  New¬ 
comb. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  invited  to  take  a  ride  to  Deerfield 
with  a  young  attorney  by  the  name  of  Woodward.  He  is 
a  native  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and  is  a  partner  of  a  Mr.  Chap¬ 
man.  On  our  way  we  met  Rev.  Henry  Cohnan,  formerly 
minister  at  Salem,  but  now  residing  at  Deerfield.^  His 
residence  is  on  the  north  bank  of  Deerfield  River  and  about 
two-thirds  of  a  mile  from  Greenfield  Court  House.  His 
estate  is  beautiful.  He  showed  me  a  field  of  corn  which 
he  had  planted  this  year  containing  twent}^  acres.  He  paid 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  his  farm.  I  availed  myself  of  the 
o])portunity  of  thanking  him  for  the  MSS.  Sermons  of  Dr. 
Gay  of  Hingham  and  of  Dr.  Barnes,  which  he  kindly  gave 
me  in  the  spring  for  the  library  of  the  Am  :  Ant.  Society. 

How  delio-htful  the  ride  from  Greenfield  to  Deerfield  !  It 
has  become  a  sort  of  classical  ground,  not  because  learned 


1  Mr.  Colmau  afterwards  became  much  interested  in  agriculture  and  prepared 
interesting'  and  valuable  publications  on  that  subject.  He  died  at  London,  Eng., 
in  1849. 
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writci’8  have  lived  here,  but  hecau.se  it  has  been  the  place 
of  some  interesting  fighting  between  the  early  settlers  and 
the  Indians.  The  natural  scenery  is  l)eantiful,  and  this  is 
greatly  heightened  by  the  recollection  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  first  Planters.  1  went  to  the  house  that  was  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  Rev.  John  Williams,  Avho  Avas  taken  captive 
by  the  Indians  in  1704.  The  house  is  veiy  venerable,  and 
is  correctly  represented  in  "  Hoyt’s  Researches.”  The  same 
knocker  is  on  the  door  that  Avas  on  then.  It  consists  of 
Avrought  iron,  l)eing  nothing  more  than  a  staple  and  ring. 
The  ring  is  alAout  fiA'e  inches  across  and  of  the  bigness  of 
one’s  middle  finger ;  it  falls  upon  the  head  of  a  spike. 
The  marks  of  the  hatchets  of  the  Indians  are  j-et  to  l)e  seen 
on  the  front  door.*  A  hole  large  enough  to  run  the  arm 
through  Avas  hacked,  and  to  keep  the  Avind  out  a  lAoard  has 
lieen  nailed  upon  the  inside.  I  did  not  go  into  the  inside 
of  the  house  except  into  the  entry.  I  did  not  Avish  to  dis- 
turl)  the  familAg  especially  at  this  time,  as  the  late  occupant. 
Col.  Hoyt,  brother  of  the  author  of  the  "Researches,”  had 
deceased  onH  tAvo  Aveeks  before.  I  had  a  great  curiosity 
to  examine  the  family  jjapers  and  some  interesting  anti(pii- 
ties  that  are  collected  and  preserved  in  the  Academy.  But 
it  Avas  so  late  in  the  day  that  I  could  not  search  for  pa})ers 
nor  catechise  the  inhal)itants,  proposing  to  do  this  at  a 
future  day,  Avhen  I  should  have  more  leisure  and  more 
[)recise  information  as  to  Avhat  Avould  be  desirable. 

I  Avill  mention  here  that  the  Rev.  Rodolphus  Dickin¬ 
son,  author  of  the  "New  Version  of  the  NeAv  Testament,” 
was  born  in  this  toAvn,  as  Avas  also  the  Rev.  EdAvard 
Hitchcock,  Professor  in  Amherst  College,  Avho  has  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  by  his  "  Report  on  the  Geology  of 
Massachusetts.” 

I  took  tea  in  the  evening  at  Mr.  Alvord’s,  Avhere  I 
remained  until  9  o’clock,  spending  the  time  in  a  very 
agreeable  manner. 


1  This  door  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Pocumtuck  Valley  Historical  Society. 
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Tuesday,  Sept.  18,  1833. 

We  prepared  ourselves  for  our  journey  home,  leaving 
Mrs.  Newcomb  &  the  l^alpy.  Miss  Lincoln  returned  with 
us,  and  we  went  l)ack  the  same  ^vay  we  came.  At  Athol 
we  took  dinner  and  invited  Miss  Ellen  Bigelow  to  set  down 
with  us,  which  she  did.  She  is  the  dauijhter  of  the  Hon. 
Tjcwis  Bigelow  of  Petersham,  author  of  the  ''  Digest  of  the 
Mass.  Reports,”  and  formerly  a  representative  in  Congress. 
He  is  now  in  Ohio,  havino’  left  Petersham  and  resumed  the 
]:)ractice  of  law  there.  He  enjoys  a  high  reputation  as  a 
lawyer.  His  daughter  is  now  kee})ing  school  in  Athol. 
After  dinner  we  invited  her  to  accept  a  seat  in  our  carriage 
and  we  carried  her  to  Templeton,  and  there  left  her  in  the 
family  of  Rev.  Charles  Wellington. 

We  reached  Worcester  at  8  in  the  evening,  safe  A 
sound.  The  weather  during  our  absence  was  very  favor¬ 
able. 

I  purchased  in  a  Greenfield  book  store  the  "  Life  of  the 
Rev.  David  Brainard,”  by  Sereno  Edwards  Dwight,  8vo., 
New  Haven,  1822,  for  nine  shillings,  and  received  a  few 
volumes  as  [)resents  to  the  Antiquarian  Society. 

Sept.  19  CVVed.),  1833. 

This  day  met  at  Worcester  the  Massachusetts  State 
Temperance  Convention.  The  delegates  came  from  all 
])arts  of  the  Common^vealth,  &  Avere  nearly  five  hundred 
in  number.  Altogether,  the}^  composed  a  Ijody  of  great 
respectabilitv,  both  as  to  virtue  and  intelligence.  Plenty 
of  ministers,  laAvyers  and  doctors  among  them.  A  satirical 
ol)scrver,  however,  if  so  inclined,  might  here  and  there 
})ick  out  a  red  nose,  which  would  contradict  the  sincerity 
of  the  convert  to  the  doctrine  of  al)stemious  drinking. 
Yet  for  all  this,  I  am  greatly  pleased  Avith  the  efforts 
making  to  reform  the  l)esotting  practices  of  drunkenness. 
1  drink  Avine,  but  as  for  ardent  spirits  I  have  abstained 
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almost  tt)tall3^  from  it  for  many  years.  I  am  not  a  member 
of  a  tem})erance  societj^,  contenting  mj^self  with  the  })rac- 
tice  of  virtue  Avitliout  extra  preaching  it  to  others.  It  is 
one  of  the  faults  of  the  day  to  occupy  so  much  of  our  time 
in  recommending  the  practice  of  virtue  that  Ave  have  no 
time  left  us  to  perform  it.  We  are  nothing  hut  hearers 
without  heing  doers.  So  true  it  is  that  Avhen  mankind 
undertake  a  reformation  they  are  alwaj^s  runninfi;'  into 
extremes. 

I  Avas  visited  at  the  Antiquarian  Hall  Ijy  many  mcnil)ers 
of  the  convention,  and  among  the  rest  l)y  John  Neal  of 
Portland,  Me.^  I  found  him  a  most  capital  felloAV.  He 
entertained  me  very  much.  He  talks  incessantly  and  his 
conversation  is  full  of  wit  and  originality.  He  has  hecn 
eveiTAvhere,  seen  eveiything  and  knoAvs  eveiyhody.  Port¬ 
land  is  his  native  place.  While  in  Europe,  in  1825  and 
six,  he  contril)uted,  I  believe,  to  Blaekwoodls  Moyazine, 
and  Avrote  much  in  relation  to  the  United  States,  and  often 
Avith  some  bitterness.  This  Avas  cause  of  bitterness  amonir 
Americans,  and  Avhen  he  returned  to  his  native  village  at 
Portland  the  people  there  professed  to  be  incensed  at  his 
conduct  and  undertook  to  discourao-e  his  remainiim  amouG' 
them.  They  evinced  their  dislike  by  some  indications  of  a 
mobbish  movement ;  but  did  not,  as  I  remember,  cany 
things  so  far  as  to  offer  him  an}^  })ersonal  violence.  They 
soon  found  that  thej^  had  a  man  of  some  spunk  to  deal 
Avith  ;  and  he  told  me  that  to  satisfy  them  he  AA’as  not  to  ))e 
intimidated  he  applied  himself  to  the  business  of  courtship, 
and  soon  married  and  settled  doAvn  in  the  midst  of  them. 
He  established  there,  in  1828,  a  paper  called  the  "Bachelor,” 
pul)lished  in  4to  form,  Aveekly,  Avhich  Avas  finally  shame¬ 
fully  wedded  and  united  to  the  magazine  published  l)y  Mrs. 
[Sarah  Josepha]  Hale.^  his  resolute  Ijraveiy  he  soon 

'  John  Neal,  author  and  poet,  contriljutor  to  various  periodicals  and  newspapers, 
was  also  a  lecturer  and  gave  lessons  in  fencing  and  sparring. 

2  Mrs.  Hale  edited  the  “  Lady’s  Magazine  ”  in  1828,  which  is  probably  that  referred 
to  by  Mr.  B. 
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put  to  night  his  enemies,  and  soon  became  the  favorite 
of  the  town.  Few  men  have  greater  conversational  pow¬ 
ers.  His  reading  has  been  extensive,  his  recollection 
precise,  which,  combined  with  an  acute  perception  of  the 
ridiculous,  renders  his  society  delightful.  lie  has  written 
considerable  for  one  of  his  years  ;  but  his  })ublications  are 
not  so  interesting  as  his  conversation,  yet  they  are  gen¬ 
erally  read. 

I  believe  he  prepared  himself  for  commercial  life.  He 
was  brought  up  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  in  Portland,  and  was 
once  in  business  in  Baltimore,  where  he  failed.  I  have 
been  told  that  his  partner  there  was  the  Rev.  J[ohn]  Pier- 
pont,  now  an  eminent  Unitarian  minister  in  Boston.  After 
his  failure  he  studied  law  and,  finally,  turned  author. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  party  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s, 
which  was  attended  by  many  of  the  members  of  the  conven¬ 
tion.  I  saw  there  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont,  above  mentioned.  Rev. 
Mr.  [Janies]  Walker  of  Charlestown,  with  whom  I  had  an 
interesting  conversation  on  the  early  translations  of  the 
Bible  into  English.  In  the  June  or  July  number  of  the 
Christian  Examiner  is  an  article  on  the  subject  which  he 
told  me  [he]  wrote.  It  is  very  rare  that  I  find  any  one  who 
has  any  sympathy  for  me  in  this  department  of  my  labors. 
I  have  added  to  our  library  already  several  rare  and 
valuable  editions.  It  is  one  of  the  branches  of  a  public 
library  to  which  very  little  attention  has  hitherto  been 
given  in  this  country. 

I  met  also  at  the  party  my  classmate  at  Cambridge,  the 
Rev.  George  Ripley,  now  a  settled  Unitarian  clergyman  in 
Boston.  He  is  a  native  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  But  I  can¬ 
not  mention  all  the  people  whom  I  met. 

Sep.  20,  Thurs.,  1833. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  there  were  very  few  of  the 
denomination  of  the  clergy  called  Orthodox  or  Calvinistic 
present  at  the  Governor’s  in  the  evening.  Gov.  Lincoln 
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IS  cl  iiieiiil)6r  of  ii  Uuifcciriiiii  Clhui'cli.  He  is  ii  coiiiuuuiiciiiit 
at  Dr.  Bancroft’s  Society.  His  religious  faith  has  been 
})ointed  at  in  the  newspapers  as  one  reason  why  he  should 
not  be  elected  Governor.  And  it  is  probable  that  his 
Paganism  (for  such  Unitarianisiu  is  regarded)  prevented 
their  partaking  of  his  hospitality.  Nothing,  however,  has 
been  urged  against  him  on  the  score  of  his  morality  ;  nor 
has  he,  since  he  has  held  the  otfice  of  Governor,  done  any¬ 
thing  which  might  give  offence  to  the  rigid  religionist.  He 
never  goes  to  the  theatre  nor  plays  at  games.  He  denies 
himself  these  gratifications  purely  on  the  score  of  propriety. 
Had  I  not  heard  him  speak  of  these  things  and  assign 
reasons  for  his  conduct  I  should  think  him  playing  the 
politician.  But  his  party  has  been  so  much  the  strongest 
in  the  Commonwealth  that  he  has  had  no  occasion  to 
descend  to  any  kind  of  mean  or  dishonorable  action.  And 
we  cannot  say  so  much  of  all  politicians.  For,  generally, 
they  are  up  to  anything ;  they  assume  the  appearance  of 
all  sorts  of  virtue,  and  practice,  in  secret,  every  kind  of 
iniquity.  A  clear  cfe  decided  politician,  of  whatever  part}", 
is  veiT  much  the  same  creature  at  all  times  and  all  places  ; 
tyrannical,  proscriptive,  hypocritical  &  treacherous.  Thank 
God,  I  was  cured  of  politics  by  editing  the  National  NEgis. 
And  when  I  look  at  the  file  of  that  paper  for  1829  I  feel 
very  much  as  Gil  Bias  says  he  did  when  he  visited  Valla¬ 
dolid,  where  he  practiced  physic  under  the  auspices  of  Dr. 
Sangrado.  How  many  lies  I  swallowed  from  my  brother 
editors  and  wickedly  disgorged  upon  my  readers  !  How 
much  I  racked  my  brain  to  strike  an  effectual  blow  at  some 
popular  leader  in  the  opposition  !  However,  I  ought  to 
console  myself  for  any  abuse  I  may  have  given  in  this  wajq 
for  I  have  little  doubt  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  I  told  the 
truth ;  though  I  must  confess  now  that  it  was  accidental. 

Sept.  21.  F. 

I  went  on  with  the  work  of  preparing  a  catalogue  of  the 
Library  of  American  Antiquarian  Society. 
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Sept.  22.  S. 

Today  I  wrote  a  l)iogra})liieal  sketcli  of  Lieutenant-Gov. 
William  Stoughton  to  l)e  inserted  in  John  Farmer’s  "]\Iem- 
oirs  of  the  Graduates  of  Harvard  College.”  T  collected  my 
authorities  in  the  forenoon  and  then  compiled  my  account 
of  him  without  getting  out  of  my  chair.  I  was  compelled 
to  use  this  despatch  because  he  is  waiting  for  the  manu¬ 
script,  and  tomorrow  1  have  engaged  to  accom})any  my 
friend  Henry  K.  Newcomb  to  New  York. 

Sept.  23.  S. 

AVe  left  at  (1  o’clock  in  the  mornino:  in  the  mail  stao-e. 
There  are  three  daily  stages  from  this  place  to  Hartford — 
three  back  and  forth.  We  Avent  on  the  turnpike  by  way 
of  Sturln-idge,  Stafford  Springs,  Tolland  &  so  on.  We 
reached  Hartford  about  2  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  Avithont 
any  mishap.  I  had  never  seen  this  city  before,  and  all 
betAveen  this  and  NeAv  York  is  Terra  invisa.  So  I  must 
describe  what  I  see  that  I  may  refer  to  it  hereafter.  But  I 
shall  have  no  occasion  to  say  more  about  the  city  than  that 
it  contains  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  and  has  many  tine 
houses,  churches,  &c.  Although  it  AV'as  Sunday  I  ventured 
to  })rocure  a  horse  and,  that  I  might  examine  things  ([iiickly, 
rode  through  all  the  streets  and  to  })laces  of  interest  in  the 
neighborhood.  Not  being  knoAvn  to  the  inhalhtants  1 
conld  stare  at  old  houses  and  ask  questions  with  impunitA'. 

The  oldest  buildings  in  the  city  were  just  south  of  the 
neAV  stone  bridge  throAvn  over  Hog  River.  These  stand  on 
oi)posite  sides  of  the  Main  street  and  Avere  })robably  built 
as  early  as  1700.  I  Avas  told  the  one  on  the  east  side, 
which  closely  resembles  the  house  I  saAv  at  Deerfield  last 
week,  was  to  be  taken  doAvn  in  a  feAV  days.  They  may 
have  some  curious  history  about  them,  but  I  could  find  no 
one  Avho  conld  give  me  any  information  concerning  their 
former  occupants. 
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Ihe  In’idge  near  them  is  constructed  of  hammered  stone, 
having’  only  one  arch,  which  is  reputed  the  largest  in  the 
United  States. 

I  passed  the  evening  at  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham’s,  who 
was  formerlv  a  physician  in  Greenfield,  Mass.  ;  his  wife 
was  a  Chapman  from  that  place,  and  her  father  Avas  an 
Knglishman,  Avho  died  there.  The  doctor  is  a  man  of 
some  fame,  having  Avritten  a  treatise  on  the  Cholera  and 
one  on  education,  the  last  of  AAdiich  has  been  favoral)ly 
receiAmd  by  the  jniblic.  Our  eouAmrsation  Avars  chiefly 
u])on  phrenology,  in  Avhich  he  Avais  a  firim  believ’er.  He 
stands  A’ery  av’cII  in  his  piAvfession  and  is  rapidlv^  rising  in 
public  estimation. 

Sept.  24,  M.,  1833. 

A[t]  7  in  the  morning  Ave  went  on  board  the  new  steam¬ 
boat  called  the  "XeAv  England,”  and  passed  down  the 
riA’er  for  the  City  of  New  York.  The  day  vvaas  verv^ 
})leasant,  and  I  sat  up  on  the  top  of  the  upper  deck,  or 
aAvning,  most  of  the  time  until  sundoAvn.  Hoav  man}" 
historical  eA’ents  are  avA’akened  by  a  passage  doAvn  the 
Connecticut !  Pequots,  IMohegans,  Dutchmen,  and  the 
Blue  Laws  !  dYhat  a  mixture  !  Weathersfield,  Avitli  its 
onions  !  ”  If  tjiere  be  any  Avho  have  tears  to  shed,  i)repare 

to  shed  them  hoav,”  thought  I,  as  Ave  aiiproached  this  ven¬ 
erable  toAvn.  I  looked  at  it  from  the  boat,  but  the  most 
imposing  object  in  sight  Avas  the  State  prison.  This  is  the 
toAvn  Avhere  my  friend  Dr.  Sam.  B.  Woodward,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at  dYorcester,  formerly 
resided  and  practiced.  We  stopped  only  at  the  Avharf  for 
a  passenger,  so  that  1  had  no  time  to  examine  it. 

Our  steamboat  Avas  perfectly  new,  having  been  running 
only  tA\"o  Aveeks.  Many  of  the  passengers,  however,  said 
that  the  engine  Avas  out  of  oi'der  and  expressed  fears  of 
accidents  ;  and  Avhen  Ave  Avere  off  Bridgi)ort  some  part  of 
the  machinery  broke,  greatly  to  the  consternation  of  the 
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passengers.  This  compelled  us  to  put  in  for  repairs.  We 
stopped  at  a  little  village  called  Black  Rock,  being  in  the 
town  of  Fairfield.  We  readied  there  a  little  liefore  sun¬ 
down.  It  is  a  very  pretty  place.  We  found  many  fine 
houses,  and  some  of  them  indicating  their  owners  to  be 
people  of  wealth.  My  friend  Newcomb  and  myself  and 
most  of  the  passengers  took  a  turn  through  the  village. 
As  we  passed  a  house  which  had  vines  running  up  over  the 
windows  Newcomb  stopped  and,  with  some  surprise,  point¬ 
ing  to  the  vine,  said,  "that’s  the  mock  orange.”  I  looked, 
but  could  see  'nothing  liut  a  pumpkin  or  squash  vine, 
except  in  the  window  behind  it,  the  face  of  a  girl  about  17 
or  18,  of  most  astonishing  beauty.  As  Ave  entered  the 
enclosure  to  examine  more  minutely  I  found  that  the 
"mock  orange”  that  directed  his  steps  was  the  beautiful 
face  I  had  seen,  and  to  prevent  driving  her  from  the  Avin- 
doAV  I  told  NeAvcomb  to  ask  a  man  avIio  stood  near  the 
door  Avhat  sort  of  a  vine  it  Avas  ?  This  Avas  a  bad  arrano-e- 

O 

ment  for  him  ;  for  I,  Avhile  he  Avas  discoursing  Avith  the 
man  about  this  pumpkin,  Avalked  straight  up  and  talked  to 
the  little  angel  in  person  ;  and  our  felloAv  passengers  seeing 
that  Newcomb’s  project  failed,  laughed  heartily. 

Sept.  25,  Tues.,  1833. 

About  12  o’clock  at  night  Ave  left  this  place  for  Ncav 
York,  Avhere  Ave  arrived  about  sunrise  next  morning. 

There  is  no  use  in  undertaking  to  describe  a  city.  They 
arc  all  very  similar.  The  chief  difference  is  in  their  extent. 
We  put  up  in  the  City  Hotel,  in  Broad  Way,  a  little  above 
the  Park.^  Nothing  very  remarkable  in  our  house  cxcei)t 
the  expense  of  living,  Avliich  is  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
day  for  the  bare  sid)sistence,  Avithout  Avine  or  attention 
from  servants,  and  the  entertainment  no  Avay  remarkable. 

After  breakfast  Ave  sallied  forth  in  pursuit  of  some 

'The  City  Hotel  was  near  old  Trinity  Church  and  was  frequented  by  the  dramatic 
fraternity.  Edmund  Kean  made  this  hotel  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  visit  to  the 
United  States  in  1826-20. 
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adventure.  Everything  appeared  new  to  me,  because  I 
had  l)een  in  New  York  but  once  before,  which  was  in  Oct., 
1830,  when  I  w^as  there  in  company  with  my  father.  I 
was  now  determined  to  see  things  to  l)ctter  advantage.  To 
this  end,  I  had  obtained  letters  to  some  very  respectable 
gentlemen  in  the  city,  and  that  I  might  not  lose  any  ad¬ 
vantages  from  them  undertook  to  deliver  the  one  that 
seemed  to  me  of  least  consequence.  This  was  a  letter  from 
the  Bev.  George  Allen  of  Shrewsbury  to  Dr.  Van  Rens¬ 
selaer,  who  lived  at  No.  837  Broad  Way.^  I  got  into 
a  vehicle  called  an  "omnibus,”  from  their  being  open  to 
cveiybody,  I  sup})ose  ;  and  when  we  had  gone  a  few  steps 
one  of  the  fore-wheels  ran  off,  and  as  my  side  was  the  one 
that  went  down  all  the  passengers  came  upon  me.  Beyond 
playing  the  devil  with  my  hat  and  spectacles,  I  was  not 
much  injured.  I  got  out  of  this  ark  and  pursued  mj"  jour¬ 
ney  on  foot,  and  at  the  end  of  a  three-miles’  walk  I  found 
my  Mr.  Ili})pocrates.  He  lived  in  good  style,  and  was  about 
forty-tAvo  years  old.  He  Avas  a  classmate  of  Mr.  Allen’s  at 
NeAv  HaA-en.  I  found  him  very  communicative,  and  after- 
AA^ards  learned  that  he  had  a  good  reputation  Avith  extensiAm 
practice.  He  had  knoAvn  Dr.  [Samuel  L.J  Mitchell  inti¬ 
mately,  and  gave  me  some  amusing  anecdotes  relating  to 
him.  I  must  here  insert  one  : — 

The  doctor,  during  the  last  years  of  his  life,  Avas  pro¬ 
digiously  intemperate.  He  began  about  10  or  11  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  and  kept  drinking  until  he  got  most 
profoundly  drunk.  He  practiced  this  every  day  for  many 
months  lAreAUOus  to  his  death.  When  it  Avas  at  first 
generallj"  knoAvn  that  his  habits  Avere  bad,  many  attempts 
Av^ere  made  among  his  friends  to  reclaim  him.  Amon<i' 
those  Avho  visited  him  &  attempted  his  reformation  AA^as 
Dr.  Torrey,  Avho  at  the  time  Avas  some  thirty-tAvo  or  there- 
al)Outs.  He  went  to  see  him  one  morning,  and  the  doctor, 

1  This  was  probably  Dr.  Jeremiah  Aban  Rensselaer,  who  lived  at  C38  Broadway 
from  1827  to  1840. 
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who  was  tlieii  sober,  was  writino;  and  arrano-ino-  some 
valuable  articles  of  natural  history.  Dr.  Torrey  enjoyed  a 
good  reputation  in  his  profession,  and  w^as  of  a  religions 
temperament.  He  ventnre<l,  therefore,  to  go  and  remon¬ 
strate  with  Dr.  Mitchell.  When  he  had  sat  down,  he 
communicated  to  him  his  object  in  visiting  him,  and 
eiujuired  of  him  whether  he  might  have  the  privilege  of 
speaking  freely.  The  doctor,  hereupon,  laid  down  his 
pen,  raised  his  spectacles,  and  politely  observed  that 
"nothing  ever  gave  him  greater  happiness  than  to  receive 
visits  from  friends  who  came  either  to  improve  his  morals 
or  his  understanding.  Dr.  Torrey,  speak  out  to  your 
heart’s  content.”  Upon  this.  Dr.  Torrey  talked  a  long 
time  upon  the  sin  of  druidcenness,  and  gave  the  philosopher 
all  manner  of  good  advice  ;  but  what  he  especially  en¬ 
joy  ned  upon  him  was  that  he  would  repent  of  his  sins  and 
l^repare  himself  for  his  final  change.  When  he  had  done 
speaking.  Dr.  Mitchell  said  to  him,  "Di-.  Torrey,  have  3^)11 
offered  all  that  you  proposed  when  jmu  came  in?”  "Yes,” 
he  replied.  "  Have  yon  not  left  out  something?”  "No, 
sir,”  he  answered.  "Very  well,  then,”  replied  the  doctor, 
"inasmuch  as  1113^  conduct  is  in  some  measure  inexplicable 
to  3^)11  as  well  as  to  nian3^  other  of  my  friends,  I  will 
endeavor  to  explain  it  to  you  satisfactorily.  I  am  now 
above  sixt3"  years  of  age,  and  I  nnderstand  that  3^011  are 
but  little  more  than  half  as  old.  When  I  was  of  3^our  ag’e 
I  was  content  Avith  receiving,  Avithout  offering  to  give 
advice  to  those  of  twice  my  years.  AVe  must  not,  hoAv- 
ever,  be  sui'])rised  Avith  some  occasional  singularities  Avhen 
every  man  in  the  connimnit3^  thinks  himself  a  reformer. 
This  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  times  in  Avhich  Ave  live.  But 
you,  among  other  things,  urge  me  to  repentance  as  Avell  as 
to  reformation.  Let  me  here  tell  yon  that  I  have  no  dis- 
l)osition  to  stop  drinking.  Intoxication  is  my  happiness. 

I  have  indescribable  pleasure  in  the  excitement  produced 
by  it.  1  am  most  happy  Avhen  most  drunk ;  and  1  should 
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have  been  l)eyond  the  reach  of  your  lecture  this  luoriiiuo; 
had  I  not  l)eeu  compelled  to  postpone  driukiuo-  that  1 
might  add  a  codicil  to  my  will,  vdiich  you  now  see  on  the 
table,  by  which  I  have  made  ample  support  for  my  wife, 
besides  having  given  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  two 
adopted  children  ;  and  having  done  that,  was  engao’ed  in 
lalielling  certain  articles  which  I  have  given  to  one  of  the 
pulilic  institutions  in  New  York. 

''As  for  repentance,  I  have  accomplished  tliat  already. 
I  repent  of  mj'^  sins  daily.  I  am  perfectly  read}^  to  be 
summoned  out  of  life  at  any  moment.  I  have  not  been  so 
unmindful  of  my  religious  duties  as  jmu  may  have  sup¬ 
posed  ;  they  occupy  a  portion  of  eacfi  day.” 

Dr.  \  an  Rensselaer  was  polite  enough  to  accompany 
me  wherever  I  would  wish  to  go.  As  I  should  be  taking 
him  from  his  business,  I  excused  myself  by  saying  that  I 
had  letters  to  other  gentlemen  who  could  accommodate  me 
with  much  less  inconvenience  than  he  could. 

I  Avalked  with  NeAvcomb  about  the  city  in  the  afternoon, 
and  in  the  evening  attended  the  Park  Theatre.  But  tliere 
is  small  pleasure  in  attending  the  theatre  here  compared 
with  attending  it  in  Boston  ;  and  the  reason  is  found  in 
the  more  perfect  police  regulations  in  the  latter  place.  The 
Boston  Theatre  is  as  ([uiet  and  orderly  l)etween  the  acts  N 
scenes  as  a  company  collected  for  religious  Avorship.  But 
in  NeAV  York  everything  is  in  confusion.  The  boys  are 
cracking  nuts  and  throAving  the  shells  as  in  Shakespeare’s 
time,  Avhile  orange  peels,  apples  and  vulgar  language  are 
throAvn  from  the  gallery.  All  these  things  are  very 
annoying. 


Sept.,  Wed.  26,  1833. 


I  had  a  letter  from  Gov.  Lincoln  to  Robert  SedgAvick, 
Lsq.,  an  attorney  &  son  of  the  lion.  Judge  Theodore 
Sedgwick  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.  I  cai'ried  my  letter  to 
his  office,  Avhich  Avas  in  Wall  Street,  in  the  second  story. 
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where  I  found  him  in  a  room  well  furnished  with  books  of 
law  and  history,  among  which  were  many  that  had  been 
))rought  from  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Sedgwick  received  me 
very  politely,  as  well  he  might,  for  the  Governor  had  so 
belaurelled  me  as  a  literary  man  in  his  letter  that  I  dare 
not  speak,  lost  my  conversation  should  belye  the  judgment 
of  the  Governor.  We  know  very  soon  what  strangers 
think  of  ns  from  the  manner  they  treat  us.  And  I  have 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Sedgwick,  lawyer  as  he  was,  swallowed 
every  bit  of  the  flaming  panegyric  that  had  been  thrown 
upon  me,  although  heaven  knows  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
had  one  word  of  it.  In  this  instance,  the  Governor’s 
politeness  shone  at  the  expense  of  his  discretion. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  walked  al)out  the  city  with  me,  and  we 
finally  stopped  at  the  City  Library,  which  I  found  contained 
about  twenty  thousand  volumes.^  It  did  not  look  larger, 
however,  than  the  Antiquarian  Library.  Mr.  Sedgwick 
here  left,  and  I  remained  here  during  the  forenoon.  The 
oldest  book  in  the  collection  was  printed  in  1498,  and  that 
in  a  very  poor  condition.  The  collection  of  newspapers 
was  very  respectable.  They  were  generall}^  of  files  which 
began  since  1800.  And  a  great  part  of  them  Afere  daily 
papers,  which,  instead  of  being  multum  in  parvo,  are 
parvum  in  multo.  The  volumes  were  so  gigantic  as  actuall}" 
to  dishearten  one  to  look  at  them.  One  of  the  volumes 
would  be  an  ass’s  load  !  How  much  morning  gossip  and 
political  nonsense  one  of  these  huge  masses  contains  !  The 
labor  of  the  future  chronicler  in  picking  out  what  may  l)e 
valuable  will  be  much  like  the  gold  hunting  in  the  rivers 
of  South  vVmerica,  where  great  (juantities  of  earth  must  be 
handled  and  much  muddy  water  put  in  motion  to  get,  only 
no^v  and  then,  a  small  particle  of  ore.  The  lil)rarian  was 
very  civil  to  me  and  showed  me  what  he  reo-arded  as 

O 

curious.  He  seemed  not  to  have  any  notion  of  duty 

>  The  New  York  Society  Library,  located  at  33  Nassau  St.,  was  called  the  City 
Library  in  early  days.  The  librarian  was  Phillip  John  Forbes  from  1828  to  1855. 
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beyond  the  mere  toil  of  handing  down  l)ooks  as  they  were 
asked  for  by  those  who  had  the  right  to  carry  them  away. 
He  had  no  love  of  the  venerable  Gothic  type  ;  no  bibli- 
othecarian  enthusiasm  about  princeps  copies  ;  no  qnalities, 
in  short,  that  would  render  him  useful  to  the  institution  or 
distinguished  in  his  olEce. 

The  oldest  books,  excepting  the  one  of  14.88  above 
mentioned,  and  those  that  interested  me  most,  Avere  about 
an  hundred  volumes  that  belonged  to  Gov.  John  Winthrop, 
the.  first  gov.  of  Mass.  Colony.  There  Avere  seAmral  among 
them  that  treated  of  fludicial  Astrology.  Hoav  they  came 
here  I  could  not  learn.* 

In  the  afternoon  I  saAV  the  venerable  Janies  SAvords, 
formerly  Avell  knoAvn  as  a  printer  in  this  ciiy.  He  is  noAv 
President  of  the  AVashington  Insurance  Companj^  He  has 
sent  many  presents  to  the  library  of  the  Anticjuarian 
Society.  He  is  noAv  seventy-five,  and  a  native  of  this 
city.  Of  course,  has  Avitnessed  very  great  changes.  I 
Avanted  much  that  he  should  give  an  account  of  the  revo¬ 
lutions  he  had  seen  in  the  city.  Hoav  convenient  the 
information  he  possesses  may  be  to  some  future  anti¬ 
quary  !  ^ 

In  the  afternoon  I  Avalked  about  with  NeAVcomb,  and  in 
the  evening  Avent  to  the  Park  Theatre! 


Sept.  27,  Thurs.,  1833. 

I  Avas  introduced  to  John  Delafield,  Esq.,  Cashier  of  the 
Plimnix  Bank,  and  Sccretaiy  of  the  NeAV  York  Historical 
Society.  He  Avas  in  liad  health,  and  his  brother  accom¬ 
panied  me  to  the  library  of  the  Historical  Society.  1 
found  it  nearly  opposite  the  park  on  Broad  Avay,  in  the 


iTliis  account  is  quite  inaccurate.  The  books  referred  to  belonged  not  to  Gov. 
Winthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  liut  to  his  son,  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  first  Governor  of 
Connecticut.  They  are  mostly  on  scientific  subjects,  largely  in  Latin,  some  few  in 
French  ami  Italian.  There  were  more  than  two  hundred  in  all;  but  some  have 
disaiqieared. — C.  C.  S. 

T.  &  J.  Swords  were  the  publishers  of  the  JVeu'  York.  Magazine. 


224 


American  Antiq%ia,rian  iSociety. 


8r(l  or  4tli  loft  of  a  l^lock  of  hrick  Imiklinofs,  where  it 
Bcemed  exposed  to  every  kind  of  calamity.  It  was  con¬ 
tained  in  a  long  hall,  with  alcoves  on  either  side,  and  the 
collection  estimated  at  about  fifteen  thousand  volumes.  I 
should  not  think  there  could  be  so  many.  The  hooks 
appeared  in  much  better  condition  than  those  in  the  Citv 
Library.  The  works  on  American  history  were  respect¬ 
able,  though  not  particnlarly  valuable  or  numerous.  I  did 
not  see  the  manuscripts.  In  this  department  the  collection 
is  rich.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  members  that  they  had 
iTiaii}^  letters.  And  I  will  mention  in  this  place  a  piece  of 
biography  ^vhich  I  had  not  heard  before,  and  which  I  now 
put  down  lest  I  forget  it.  Mr.  kStevens,  a  classmate  of 
Rev.  George  Allen  of  Shrewsbuiy,  and  son  of  Gen. 
Ebenezer  8tevens,  told  me  that  Gen.  Horatio  Gates  was 
an  illegitimate  son  of  Horace  LYalpole.^  A  brother  of  jMr. 
Stevens  had  the  library  of  Gen.  Gates,  and  in  many  of  the 
books  was  the  autograph  signature  of  Mr.  Walpole. 

But  to  return  to  the  library.  There  were  very  feAv 
objects  of  curiosity  or  antiquity  in  the  collection.  This  is 
correct  taste.  A  library  should  contain  nothing  but  books, 
coins,  statuary  and  pictures.  I  admit  noAV  and  then  that 
an  anti(juity  should  be  admitted.  But  hoAV  absurd  to  pile 
up  old  bureaus  and  chests,  and  stuff  them  with  old  coats 
and  hats  and  higli-heeled  shoes  !  The  true  history  of  all 
these  things  arc  handed  doAvn  by  painting.  And  besides, 
if  they  are  once  received,  there  Avill  be  attempts  making  to 
gnll  somebody  with  the  "Shield  of  Achilles"  or  "  Man- 
brino’s  helmet.”  I  have  discouraged  the  sending  them  to 
the  Anti(}uarian  Hall  for  this  reason. 

In  the  afternoon,  I  visited  several  l)Ookstores  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  few  curious  books  ; — among  them  the  Avorks  of 
St.  Ambi-ose.  8  vols.  4to.  Basiliae,  1,50(5,  Idack  letter, 
foi  $. ).()().  Eiasmus  Latin  Testament,  lllmo.  Antverpiae, 


'  This  story  is  without  foiiiulatioii.— C.  C.  S. 
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1520,  for  fifty  cents  !  I  would  not  sell  it  for  twenty-five 
Dollars.  I  believe  it  to  l)e  the  "  Editio  Princeps.”  I 
bought  also  a  New  Testament,  18mo.,  printed  at  Lyons, 
1553,  translated  into  the  X'^^S'^an  language,  and  ornamented 
with  a  great  many  wood  cuts.  This  copy  belone;ed  to 
Gifford,  the  Translator  of  Juvenal,  and  I  gave  only  one 
Dollar  for  it.  I  saw  a  good  copy  of  Clmrchiirs  collection 
of  voyages,  &c.,  in  5  vols.,  fob.  Loud.,  1732,  for  $22  :  50, 
which  I  wanted  very  much  to  purchase. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  Park  Theatre  and  heard 
[fl.  H.]  Hackett  in  Col.  Wildfire.  Newcomb  was  with  me. 
We  sat  in  the  l)ack  seat  of  one  of  the  boxes  and  he,  to  sit 
more  easily,  put  his  foot  upon  the  seat  l)efore  him ;  in 
doing  this,  he  put  his  boot  accidentally  upon  the  tail  of  a 
very  spruce  looking  fellow’s  coat.  The  fellow  turned  round 
and  in  loud  and  insulting  manner,  said,  "  take  your  boot  off 
my  coat.”  People  in  the  adjoining  boxes  stared  at  us  very 
much,  and  the  cocknev,  whose  flaps  had  been  soiled,  said 
something  al)out  gentlemanly  conduct,  which  I  saw  was 
inflaming  my  Friend  Newcomb,  and  he  leaning  a  little 
forward  said,  "  that  his  putting  his  foot  upon  his  coat  Avas 
accidental,  and  he  regretted  it.”  He  said  to  the  cockney 
that  he  might  have  asked  him  civilly  to  remove  his  foot. 
Upon  this  the  felloAV,  turning  round,  said  to  him  in  a  loud 
and  haughty  tone,  "  Sir,  jmu  are  not  a  fit  person  to  l)e 
treated  civilly.”  I  saAV  i)lainly  by  the  face  of  my  friend 
that  I  should  have  a  part  assigned  me  in  this  coined}^,  for 
by  this  time  there  Avere  some  fifty  eyes  gazing  at  us. 
So  I  dreAv  the  head  of  my  cane  u[)  out  of  my  cloak,  that 
the  felloAV  might  see  it,  and  said  to  NeAvcomb  in  so  loud  a 
voice  that  our  cockney  might  hear  me,  "Put  it  in  to  him,  I 
have  got  the  thing  here  for  you.”  Upon  this,  NeAAmomb 

resolutely  told  him,  "You  d - d  rascal,  if  you  look 

round  this  Avay  again  I  Avill  break  your  face  for  juau.” 
And  strange  as  it  maj^  seem,  the  })oor  devil  dared  not  to 
speak  or  turn  his  head  again,  and  so  alarmed  Avas  he  that 
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lie  did  not  resume  Ins  seat  after  the  play.  The  ap^iearanee 
of  courage,  like  counterfeit  coin,  is  as  good  as  true  cour¬ 
age  itself,  until  the  cheat  be  detected. 

Sept.  28,  Frid.,  1833. 

This  morning  I  started  for  New  Haven  in  the  steam  boat 
"  Superior.”  Newcomb  accompanied  me  on  board  at  7 
o’clock  and  there  we  separated,  he  being  on  his  way  to 
Baton  Kouge,  a  military  post  above  New  Orleans,  where 
he  has  a  Ijrother  Francis,  who  is  a  Captain  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States.  He  was  formerly  stationed  on  the 
Island  of  Key  West,  where  my  friend  H.  K.  N.  was  with 
him  as  a  merchant.  They  were  there  near  three  years  and 
the  Capt.  was  ordered  to  Baton  Rouge  in  April  last.  H. 
K.  N.  came  to  Worcester  in  the  summer  of  1822  and 
remained  there  till  1830,  when  he  went  to  Key  West. 
While  in  Worcester  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the 
ATorcester  Bank. 

I  found  Prof.  Ormsby  of  Yale  College  on  the  boat,  and 
we  introduced  ourselves  to  each  other.  He  is  a  modest, 
unassuming  man,  but  not  remarkably  interesting  in  his 
conversation.  He  pointed  out  the  different  places  on  the 
coast  as  we  passed  through  the  Sound,  and  occasionally 
beguiled  the  voyage  with  a  Connecticut  story.  ^ 

We  reached  New  Haven  about  one  o’clock.  I  entered 
m_y  name  in  the  register  at  the  Tontine  House,  as  is  the 
custom  at  all  good  public  houses,  and  this  found  me  a 
gentleman  whom  I  had  often  heard  of,  who  without  cere¬ 
mony  came  and  introduced  himself  to  me : — Ebenezer 
Baldwin,  Escp  He  invited  me  to  accompany  him,  which  I 
did,  and  he  introduced  me  to  his  father,  the  Hon.  Simeon 
Baldwin,  a  native  and  resident  of  New  Haven,  and  formerly 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Conn.  He  is 
now  about  sixty-five,  a  hale,  neat  dressed  old  man,  with  a 


*  No  such  professor  at  Yale;  probably  Dennison  Olmstead,  LL.D.,  who  was  pro 
fessor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy,  1825  to  1836. 
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sort  of  puritanic  look,  a  (piality  wliich  predominates  in 
most  of  the  Connecticut  gentry  of  the  1)etter  sort.  I 
spent  the  afternoon  with  them  and  took  tea  at  the  Judge’s 
house  in  the  evening.  His  wife’s  father  was  the  lion. 
Roger  Sherman.  Ebenezer  is  a  bachelor  of  about  forty 
and  was  formerly  a  lawyer  in  Albany  in  New  York.  lie 
had  good  repute  and  was  at  one  time  one  of  the  Canal 
Commissioners.  His  health  became  bad  and  he  retired 
from  his  profession  to  New  Haven,  where  he  has  recentlv 
written  a  history  of  Yale  College.  His  brother,  Roger 
Sherman  Baldwin,  who  also  resides  at  New  Haven,"  is 
rapidly  rising  in  fame  as  a  lawyer.  But  I  must  not  write 
the  life  of  every  man  I  meet  with ;  and  especially  of  such 
as  have  given  me  their  lives  already.  And  such  is  the  fact 
in  this  case,  for  the  Judge  gave  me  a  long  account  of  Con¬ 
necticut  Baldwins  in  1829,  as  may  be  seen  by  his  letters 
to  me,  which  are  on  file. 

They  accompanied  me  to  the  graves  of  the  Regicides,  to 
the  Public  Burial  Ground,  to  the  Trumbull  Gallery  of 
Paintings,  to  the  Library  of  the  College  and  some  other 
places. 

New  Haven  is  beyond  all  question  the  most  delio-htful 
place  m  all  New  England.  How  much  of  the  rus  in  urhe! 
It  is  made  up  of  a  collection  of  country  seats. 

Sept.  29,  Sat.,  1833. 

I  rose  early  and  procuring  a  saddle  horse  rode  about  the 
town.  I  had  examined  the  externals  pretty  well  before 
In-eakfast,  which  having  eaten,  I  delivered  a  letter  to  Dr. 
[Eli]  Ives,  which  I  had  received  from  my  friend  Dr. 
Woodward,  of  Worcester,  and  he  said  that  the  greatest 
curiosity  for  me  to  visit  iu  the  city  was  Dr.  [James  G.] 
Percival,  the  poet.  I  knew  not  what  to  make  of  this, 
but  perceiving  that  my  Doctor  was  in  earnest,  I  followed 
him  to  a  remote  part  of  the  cit}^,  where  he  stopped  at 
a  building  one  story  high  and  ascending  some  steps. 
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to  .shake  the  door,  which  was  locked ;  and  .soon 
the  door  -was  opened  &  a  person  })ut  his  head  out,  lean¬ 
ing-  his  shoulders  against  the  edge  of  the  door  and  the 
door  post,  and  Dr.  Ives  said,  "  Dr.  Percival,  let  me 
introduce  to  you  Mr.  Baldwin  from  M^orcester,  Librarian  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society.”  He  looked  at  me  for 
a  moment  &  then  oi)ening  the  door,  invited  us  to  walk  in. 
Idiere  were  only  three  rooms  in  the  house  and  but  one  chair 
in  the  three.  The  first  room  had  nothing  in  it  but  books, 
which  were  laid  doAvn  upon  the  floor.  Among  them  were 
about  one  hundred  volumes  of  the  French  Encycloi^icdia, 
which  he  told  me  he  had  purchased  oidy  a  few  days  before 
in  NeAv  York.  The  other  two  rooms  Avere  accommodated 
with  shelves  and  Avere  completely  crammed  Avith  books. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  counted  the  volumes  in  his  Library 
only  a  feAV  days  before,  and  he  found  there  AA^ere  over  six 
thousand  in  it  !  I  had  never  seen  before  so  many  old 
books  together  except  in  the  Anti(juarian  Hall.  I  Avas 
delighted  to  look  at  them.  The  appearance  of  the  ])oet 
Avas  as  surprising  &  unexpected  as  the  extent  of  the 
Library.  He  was  rather  shabily  dressed,  haAdng  on  an 
old  thread  bare  Avorn  green  coat,  Avith  old  shoes  and  panta¬ 
loons  to  match  ;  his  hair  Avas  very  long,  being  parted  on 
the  forhead,  and  hanging  doAvn  on  either  side,  like 
Milton’s.  His  forehead  is  very  high,  but  at  the  top  very 
narroAV,  and  his  eyes  rather  grey,  but  altogether  Avithout 
fire  or  poetry.  He  is  of  common  height,  and  rather 
slender  make,  and  stooping.  AVhen  I  first  entered  the 
door,  he  appeared  embarrassed  and  said  but  little,  but  as 
good  luck  Avould  have  it,  I  oi)ened  a  Concordance  in  the 
Black  Tvcttcr  of  1509  or  thereabouts,  and  Ijcgan  to  admire 
it,  and  our  poet  upon  this  took  fire,  and  he  talked  inces¬ 
santly  until  1  left,  Avhich  Avas  in  al)out  three  hours. 

His  bed  Avas  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  rooms,  and  a 
box  stove  in  one  corner,  and  with  the  chair  l)efore  named, 
constituted  all  his  furniture.  Here  he  labored  from  12  to 
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16  hours  of  every  day.  On  his  table,  which  I  should  have 
included  in  the  foregoino-  inventory,  was  a  poem  in  the 
Russian  language,  vdnch  he  told  me  he  was  reading.  Dr. 
Ives  lepresented  him  as  familiar  with  many  languages  and 
was  an  efficient  help  to  Noah  Webster  in  the  pnblication  of 
his  4to  Dictionary.  But  what  astonished  me  most  was  to 
find  how  diligent  he  had  been  in  the  collection  of  old 
books.  He  is  very  poor,  and  yet  he  has  the  largest  private 
Library  in  Connecticut.  He  told  me  that  the  only  rule  he 
observed  in  obtaining  them  was  their  cheapness.  When¬ 
ever  a  book  Avas  to  be  had  for  a  fenv  cents,  his  invariable 
rule  Avas  to  purchase. 

LTpon  the  Avhole,  my  visit  to  Dr.  Percival  Acas  exceed- 
ingly  agreeable  to  me.  Never  before  Avas  I  so  totally 
disappointed.  Dr.  Ives  told  me  that,  generally,  he  says 
very  little  to  strangers,  and  my  being  an  Antiquary  Avas 
Avhat  induced  him  to  talk  so  freely  in  this  case. 

His  life  is  that  of  the  Hermit.  Fcav  can  have  access  to 
him  in  his  Library.  The  only  place  Avhere  he  can  be  seen 
is  a  Book  Store,  Avhere  he  goes  every  day  about  11  o’clock. 
From  Avhat  I  saAv  of  him,  hoAvever,  I  should  think  him  one 
of  the  most  agreeable  men  in  conversation.  While  I  Avas 
Avith  him  his  tongue  moved  incessantly^. 

I  Avas  told  that  he  Avas  regarded  as  the  most  learned  man 
in  Connecticut.  He  is  unmarried,  and  was  born  in 
Goshen,  Ct. 

I  Avas  introduced  to  another  man,  Mr.  William  Lyon, 
Avho  also  had  a  curious  collection  of  books.  He  AA^as  [a] 
Bachelor  ”  of  about  fifty,  and  decidedly  the  greatest 
abuser  of  books  I  have  ever  seen.  He  might  have  a 
thousand  volumes  in  his  collection,  and  among  them  Avere 
maiyv  rare  and  curious  ones.  Among  them  Avere  seven 
or  eight  volumes  of  a  NeAvspaper  [Mercurius  Politicus] 
published  in  1642  to  .52,  or  thereabouts.^  I  had  seen  a 
notice  of  this  as  being  the  very  first  neAvspaper  ever 

^  Yale  University  Library  now  owns  this  set. 
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l)rinted  in  England.  As  such  a  paper  as  that  printed 
bj  Christopher  Barker  in  158H  would  he  very  curious, 
I  lost  no  time  in  asking  for  a  sight  of  it.  But  I  was 
amazed  to  find  that  1642  was  the  oldest  No.  of  any 
paper  he  had.  They  were  bound,  as  I  before  mentioned, 
in  seven  or  eight  volumes  of  about  five  himdi’cd  pages 
each  and  were  composed  of  several  different  papers. 
They  were  all  in  the  small  4to  form,  and  some  of  them 
seemed  to  have  been  composed  of  4  pages,  some  of  eight 
and  so  on,  each  paper  containing  the  quantity  of  news  that 
the  printer  had  on  hand.  The  articles  were  generally  of 
such  things  as  related  to  the  Government.  I  did  not 
notice  them  so  particularly  as  I  should,  had  I  not  been  so 
disappointed  in  them  ;  and,  besides,  Mr.  Lyon  told  me 
that  he  would  give  me  a  minute  description  of  them.  Ilis 
l)Ooks  generally,  though  not  old,  had  a  very  musty  appear¬ 
ance  from  the  rough  manner  of  his  handling  them.  His 
father  was  a  cashier  of  one  of  the  New  Haven  Banks,  and 
Avas  a  diligent  collector  of  everything  a})pertaining  to 
Connecticut  History. 

I  visited  the  College  Library  Avith  Prof.  [Josiah  W.] 
Gibbs,  Avhere  I  found  many  curious  old  books.  I  saAv  many 
volumes  of  the  Fathers,  some  of  them  of  the  Basil  edition, 
but  all  in  poor  condition  and  fast  falling  to  pieces  from  Avant 
of  proper  care.  The  oldest  book  Avas  printed  at  Nurembero- 
in  1492,  and  Avas  very  imperfect.  The  name  of  the  author 
was  gone.  I  saAV  a  beautiful  manuscript  volume,  supposed 
by  Dr.  Stiles  to  have  been  made  in  the  thirteenth  centurv, 
with  illuminated  capitals,  being  a  Theological  Treatise  by 
A(juinas.  This  had  been  greatly  abused,  some  one  havino- 
cut  out  [some  of]  the  ornamented  letters.  It  Avas  on  fine 
Parchment  and  beautifully  Avritten. 

I  must  not  quit  Avithout  mentioning  that  I  saAV  in  the 
Trumbull  Gallery  the  original  portrait  of  the  Rev.  John 
Davenport,  the  first  minister  of  New  Haven.  He  looks  as 
devout  as  possible.  His  dress  is  like  that  of  Mr.  Hio-o-iii_ 
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son  wliich  we  Imve  in  the  Aihhjiuirian  Hall.  There  wa«  in 
the  Gallery  also  a  full  length  likeness  of  George  II.,  l)y 
Godfrey  Kneller.  But  I  have  no  skill  in  criticisino-  paint¬ 
ings,  or  I  would  add  something  further  in  relation  to  these 
and  some  others  I  saw  there. 

At  2  o’clock,  I  left  in  the  stage  for  Hartford,  going  by 
way  of  Farmington.  We  reached  Hartford  at  8  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  where  I  put  up  at  the  City  Hotel,  kept  l.y 
IMr.  IMorgau,  which  is  beyond  question  the  l)est  house  I 
have  seen.  He  dictated  to  me  an  account  of  the  history  of 
his  family,  which  I  put  doAvn,  and  now  I  have  mislaid  the 
paper  containing  it  and  cannot  find  it.  His  ancestor  Avas 
from  Springfield,  Mass. 

Sept.  30,  Sun.,  1833. 

I  cannot  say  much  in  favor  of  the  manner  in  ivliich 
I  sjient  my  time  today.  I  copied  the  family  history  of 
my  Landlord,  read  a  little  in  Latin  Testament  of  Eras¬ 
mus,  and  talked  a  good  deal  Avith  Israel  Munson  of  Boston, 
Avlioin  I  found  here.  He  was  born  in  Ncav  Haven  and  has 
lived  in  Boston  ever  since  1796.  He  is  noAv  about  sixty, 
and  a  Bachelor,  and  thought  to  be  Avorth  between  tAvo  and 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
charities  ;  for  a  year  or  tAvo  ago  he  gave  five  thousand 
dollars  to  1  ale  College,  and  the  same  sum  to  Cambrid«'e. 
He  is  fond  of  his  money  and  talked  aliout  rents,  interests 
and  Bank  dividends  incessantly.  I  saAv  plainly,  hoAvever, 
that  I  forfeited  his  good  opinion  Avhen  I  spoke  indifferently 
of  money.  This  Avas  a  capital  error,  and  I  could  not  get 
))ack  into  his  favor,  though  before  this  he  had  manifested  a 
strong  partiality  for  me.  It  ahv^ays  pleases  such  misers  to 
maguify  the  merit  of  great  riches,  and  he  Avas  one  of  that 
sort  Avho  Avould  almost  pay  money  for  such  a  panegyric. 

Oct.  1,  Mond.,  1833. 

I  had  a  letter  to  Dr.  [Eli]  Todd,  but  as  I  was  ac(juaiuted 
with  the  Hon.  Thomas  Day,  Secretary  of  State,  I  called 
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upon  him  and  ho  was  very  civil  to  me.  I  visited  the  State 
House,  examined  the  ancient  records,  saw  tlie  famous 
Charter  of  Charles  II.,  and  visited  the  Charter  Oak,  which 
is  on  the  south  side  of  Hog  Kiver  in  the  second  street 
parallel  with  it,  and  in  its  appearance  every  way  worthy 
of  being  connected  Avith  History.  The  trunk  of  it  is  a 
succession  of  prodigious  luxuries  or  knots,  and  probably  at 
the  ground  is  eight  feet  in  diameter.  There  is  an  opening 
near  the  earth  into  Avhich  the  Charter  was  put  by  Wads- 
Avorth.  The  Tree  has  manifestly  groAvn  much  since  the 
concealing  of  the  Charter.  It  could  not  be  concealed  in  it 
noAV. 

After  Ave  had  visited  the  Oak,  Mr.  Day  invited  me  to 
accompany  him  to  see  Mrs.  Sigourney.  Her  maiden  name 
Avas  Huntley.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  her  appear¬ 
ance.  She  is  ladylike  in  her  manners  and  Avithout 
ostentation.  The  place  Avhere  she  lives  is  delightful ;  none 
more  so  in  Hartford.  Her  husband,  Charles  Sigourney,  is 
President  of  one  of  the  Banks,  and  is  by  occupation  a 
Tradesman.  She  is  perhaps  forty.  She  shoAved  me  tAvo 
ancient  paintings  of  the  Sigourney  family,  the  ancestors 
of  her  husband.  I  remained  at  her  house  an  hour  and 
passed  it  very  pleasantly.  I  must  confess  that  she  is  the 
first  Lady  of  Genius  that  I  have  met  who  Avas  not  ridicidous 
or  absurd.  She  reall}^  appeared  quite  rational. 

After  leaving  Mrs.  Sigourne}^  Ave  Avent  to  the  Asylum 
for  the  Deaf  and  Duml),  Avliich  is  but  a  little  Avay  l)eyond, 
both  l)eing  a  little  distance  out  of  the  city.  I  Avas  intro¬ 
duced  to  Air.  Turner,  one  of  the  Instructors,  A\dio  received 
me  very  politely  (I  having  a  letter  to  him  from  Dr. 
Woodward),  and  shoAved  me  over  the  Avhole  of  this  inter¬ 
esting  institution.  The  pujiils  Avere  merry  as  grigs,  and  I 
could  not  but  look  upon  them  as  being  even  the  happier 
for  the  AA^ant  of  speech. 

Mr.  Day  introduced  me  to  Prof.  [MAlliam  Aloseley] 
Holland  of  W^ashington  College,  whom  I  found  very 
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civil  and  intelligent.  He  told  me  that  he  was  l)ovn  in 
BelchertoAvn,  Mass.,  and  had  been  educated  for  the  bar. 
I  went  with  him  to  the  College  and  after  looking  abont 
the  grounds  and  bnildings,  he  showed  me  the  Library 
belonging  to  the  institution.  This  comprises  abont  five 
thousand  volmnes.  It  has  been  collecting  but  a  short 
time  and  contains  maipy  valuable  books.  The  oldest 
work  was  the  Bible  by  Nic.  De  Lyra,  printed  in 
Idhh.  The  Library  had  been  obtained  mostly  in  Europe 
by  [Rev.]  Dr.  [Samuel  F.]  Jarvis,  who  is  now  in  Italy. 
I  was  amazed  at  several  very  voluminous  works  in  folio 
upon  ecclesiastical  history,  which  I  had  never  even  heard 
the  names  of  before.  Surely  there  is  no  end  of  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  books.  A  great  many  of  these  folios  were  in  new 
parchment  binding.  They  apjieared  gorgeous.  It  made 
me  happy  to  look  at  them. 

Prof  Holland  introduced  me  to  Dr.  [Nathaniel  S.] 
B  lieaton,  the  President  of  the  College,  who  was  abont 
forty.  They  are  both  bachelors  !  How  many  liachelors  I 
have  encountered  in  my  journey.  Yet  I  have  no  occasion 
to  be  ashamed  of  any  I  have  met.  Those  I  have  seen  rather 
confiim  than  invalidate  the  remark  of  Lord  Bacon,  that  the 
'"greatest  geniuses  have  been  childless  or  unmarried  men.” 
Some  one  has  said  that  most  voluminous  authors  have  been 
bachelors.  So  it  would  seem  that  in  their  "gettings,”  in¬ 
stead  of  getting  children,  they  get  books,  which  may  be 
true.. 

From  the  College,  I  went  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

I  found  this  an  interesting  estalilishment.  Dr.  [S.  B.] 
Woodward  gave  me  a  letter  to  Dr.  [Eli]  Todd,  whom  I 
did  not  see.  The  superintendent,  whose  name  I  have  for¬ 
gotten,  was  very  attentive,  showing  me  all  parts  of  the 
building  and  the  more  interesting  of  the  patients.  This 
Hospital  is  delightfully  situated  and  commands  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  beautiful  prospect.  The  grounds  abont  it  are 
finel}^  arranged,  and  tastefully  cultivated.  In  lookino- 
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about  the  institution,  I  could  not  avoid  instituting  a  sort 
of  comparison  between  this  and  the  Lunatic  Asylum  of 
Worcester.  The  preference  must  be  given  decidedly  to  the 
latter.  Drs.  Woodward  and  Todd  were  the  first  to  invite 
public  attention  to  the  establishment  of  the  Retreat.  The 
Retreat,  however,  is,  if  1  may  be  permitted  to  make  a 
phrase,  a  sort  of  benevolo-money  making  institution. 
The  inmates  in  the  two  establishments  differ  only  in  quality 
of  their  blood  or  station  in  society,  and  not  in  their  com¬ 
plaints.  At  the  Retreat  there  are  none  l)ut  private  patients  ; 
at  Worcester,  the  only  way  a  patient  can  be  received  is 
through  a  criminal  court.  But  I  have  no  time  to  discourse 
upon  this  subject  now ;  and  besides,  I  am  so  much  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Woodward,  that  I  fear  I  should  not  give  a  veiy 
impartial  opinion.  Any  institution  would  Hourish  under 
his  direction.  He  has  a  positive  passion  for  crazy  folks. 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  has  the  same  sort  of  ecstacy  in 
managing  them  that  I  have  in  looking  at  the  gothic  type. 
And  this  is  the  cause  of  success.  So  true  it  is  that  zeal  is 
necessary  to  attain  excellence  in  anything. 

1  was  invited  to  take  tea  at  Mr.  Day’s.  I  went  to  his 
house  and  his  lady  pleasantly  told  me  that  she  and  her  hus¬ 
band  had  made  contradictory  arrangements  ;  and  as  it  was 
her  province  to  furnish  tea,  I  must  consent  to  follow  her 
directions.  So  I  accompanied  her  to  one  of  her  neighbors’, 
Mr.  Ti'umbull’s,  where  I  passed  the  evening  verv  pleas¬ 
antly.  I  believe  Mi-.  Trumbull  is  a  grandson  of  old  Gov. 
flonathan  Irumlmll.  I  was  invited  into  an  adjoinino-  room 
to  see  the  family  pictures,  and  among  them  was  the  Gov¬ 
ernor.  There  were  many  others  hanging  iq),  but  all 
“  unknown  to  fame,”  so  I  shall  sa}^  nothing  aliout  them. 

Oct.  1,  1883.  Tues. 

I  left  Hartford  at  7  in  the  morning  and  reached  AVorces- 
ter  at  (>  in  the  evening.  During  my  absence,  every  day 
has  been  pleasant  and  nothing  has  transpired  to  render  my 
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joiinie}^  unc()infortal)le.  My  expenses,  including  about 
twelve  dollars  Avorth  of  books,  have  been  just  fiftj  dollars. 
This  may  l)e  cheap  enough,  perhaps. 

Oct'.  2.  Wed. 

Another  Convention  at  Worcester  !  This  is  the  third 
grand  State  Convention  at  this  place  since  the  first  of 
September;  each  assembly  consisting  of  from  three  to  five 
hundred  delegates.  The  present  body  has  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  nominating  a  candidate  for  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  Gov.  Lincoln  having  been  elected  nine 
times  successively,  almost  two  lustra,  in  a  communication 
made  to  the  Legislature  last  year,  publicly  announced  his 
determination  not  to  stand  as  a  candidate  ao;ain.  The 
business  of  this  convention,  therefore,  which  is  composed 
of  delegates  who  call  themselves  "  National  Republicans,” 
is  to  select  his  successor.  The  convention  meets  in  the 
South  Meeting-house.  Its  doings  are  published,  so  I  shall 
say  nothing  further  about  the  subject.  I  will  mention, 
however,  that  they  nominated  Hon.  John  Davis,  wdiich  I 
have  no  doul)t  he  accepted  with  sincere  regret.  He 
resisted  the  first  invitation,  and  was  persuaded  to  stand 
almost  upon  compulsion.  How  little  mercy  politicians 
show  one  another. 

I  am  visited  at  the  Antiquarian  Hall  by  many  of  the 
delegates.  Among  them  was  the  venerable  Major  Benja¬ 
min  Russell,  for  near  forty  years  editor  of  the  Boston 
Centinel.  He  learned  his  trade  as  a  printer  of  the  late 
Isaiah  Thomas  of  this  town  and  married  his  wife  from  this 
place.  Her  name  was  Rice.  He  is  a  most  incessant  talker 
and  illustrates  every  thing  with  a  story.  He  tells  his 
stories  very  well  too,  only  now  and  then  he  tells  the  same 
one  too  often  and  sometimes  become  a  l)it  too  circumstan¬ 
tial.  Nevertheless,  he  is  an  amusing  companion  and  his 
knowledge  of  individuals  is  so  great  that  he  can  hardly 
fail  to  be  interesting. 
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riic  rion.  rJudg’G  Newcoiiil),  of  Greenfield,  was  also  of 
the  convention.  He  had  recovered  his  health. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a  party  at  Governor  Lincoln’s, 
which  was  numerously  attended. 


Oct.  7,  Wed.,  1883. 


Cattle  bhow  Day.  The  address  before  the  Society  was 
by  the  Hon.  Solomon  Strong,  of  Leominster,  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Common  Pleas.  I  did  not  hear  it.  I  spent 
the  [day  at]  Antiquarian  Hall,  having  no  taste  for  bulls  and 
rams  and  the  like.  The  town  was  literally  crammed  with 
people. 

According  to  custom  there  was  a  grand  ball  in  the  even- 
ing.  It  has  for  the  last  ten  years,  with  one  exception, 
been  held  at  the  Central  Tavern,  kept  now  by  Jones  Esta- 
l)rooks.  His  predecessor  was  Samuel  Banister,  and  his 
piedecessor  was  Cyrus  Stockwell,  and  his  was  Samuel 
Hathaway.  Estabrooks  was  born  in  Holden,  Banister  in 
Southboro,  Stockwell  in  Athol,  and  Hathaway  from  Hard¬ 
wick.  But  this  year  the  hall  Avas  engaged  to  another  set 
of  dancers  and  we  Avere  compelled  to  seek  out  a  iieAV  place. 
A'  e  finally  took  the  Toavii  Hall  and  arrayed  it  for  the 
})urpose.  The  ladies  Avith  divers  gentlemen  AA^ere  a  long 
time  in  fixing  it  up.  The  columns  Avere  Avound  Avith 
wieaths  of  laurel  and  the  AA^indoAvs  and  doors  hung  Avith 
festoons  of  the  same  materials.  Curtains  and  pots  of 
lloAvcrs,  Avith  many  pretty  little  conceits  and  devices  in¬ 
vented  l)y  the  ladies,  Avere  arranged  to  produce  the  best 
effect  and  to  set  off  their  charms  to  best  advantage. 

I  he  noith  upper  hall  was  turned  into  a  dressing  parlor 
for  the  ladies  and  the  south  one  for  the  supper  table.  The 
supper  Avas  provided  by  James  Worthington,  keeper  of  the 
Worcester  Hotel. 


1  he  partjmxssembled  for  the  dance  at  seven  o’clock  in 
the  evening.  The  ladies  Avere  collected  by  the  managers. 
This  has  been  always  the  practice  since  I  have  lived  in 
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Worcester,  which  is  ten  years  last  June.  Hacks  are  hired 
at  the  expense  of  the  person  providing-  the  supper,  and  one 
manager  in  each  hack  goes  to  each  house,  receives  tlie  ladv 
or  ladies,  and  carries  them  to  the  hall,  where  tlie  other 
managers  are  in  attendance.  And  at  tlie  end  of-  the  dance, 
they  go  home  in  the  same  'way. 

There  were  more  than  an  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen 
present.  The  hall  was  large  enough  to  permit  eight  sets  of 
cotillions  at  once.  I  made  the  most  of  my  opportunities 
at  dancing,  an  exercise  of  which  I  am  extremely  fond.  d\) 
accommodate  some  of  elder  prigs,  we  were  under  the 
necessity  of  dancing  alternately  a  cotillion  and  a  contra- 
dance.  The  people  from  the  city  have  an  impression  that 
contra-dances  are  vulgar,  they  ignorantly  supposing  that 
they  are  country  dances,  when  they  are  called  co?h?r(-daiK“es 
from  the  position  of  the  dancers  on  the  floor.  But  those 
from  the  city,  in  contra-dances,  seem  to  go  wrong  on 
purpose,  lest  it  appear  by  going  right,  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  country  companjn  So  true  it  is  that  many 
people  imagine  that  true  politeness  is  the  production  only 
of  the  little  spot  they  chance  to  live  in,  forgetting  the 
remark  of  Dr.  Goldsmith  that  "  fools  are  polite  only  at 
home  ;  the  wise  are  polite  the  world  over.”  Our  mnsick 
on  the  occasion  consisted  of  a  Base-violin,  a  Kent  himle, 
clarionet,  octave  flute  and  two  violins. 

Oct.  8,  Thurs.,  1833. 

Peter  Force,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  came  to  town 
last  evening.  He  is  engaged  in  collecting  and  arranging 
for  the  press  the  documentary  history  of  all  the  Colonics 
from  their  origins  to  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitu¬ 
tion,  April  13,  1781).  He  has  been  employed  about  it 
several  years  already.  He  has  now  associated  with  him 
Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  liepre- 
sentatives  of  Congress,  and  both  are  acting  under  a  direction 
contained  in  a  liesolve  of  Congress.  They  have,  during 
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the  past  summer,  visited  the  State  Eecords  in  all  the 
Atlantic  States  and  are  now  on  their  return  to  Washington. 
'Idiej^  visited  Worcester  foi’  the  purpose  of  examining  tlie 
collection  of  newspapers  in  the  Anti(]uarian  Hall.  Mr. 
Force  was  with  me  all  day.  I  have  never  found  any  one 
who  was  so  familiar  with  the  events  of  our  Revolutionary 
war  as  he.  He  had  found  and  examined  the  account  of 
"Concord  Fight,”  April  19,  1775,  by  Dr.  Ripley  of  Con¬ 
cord,  and  had  refuted  almost  every  statement  there  made. 
Ills  comments  were  as  long  as  the  account  itself.  lie  had 
done  this  in  taverns  &  at  such  places  as  he  could  find  a 
moment’s  rest,  and  I  know  not  when  I  have  been  more 
surprised  by  results  than  in  this  case.  His  information 
appeared  equally  minute  upon  almost  every  topic  connected 
with  the  Revolution. 

He  estaldished  the  "National  Journal”  at  Washing-ton  in 
1822  or  3,  which  advocated  the  claims  of  Mr.  Adams  for 
the  Presidency,  and  was  discontinued  in  1830.  He  has 
also  published  annually  a  National  Calendar,  which  has  now 
reached  the  tenth  volume.  He  promised  me  l)oth  the 
newspaper  and  the  calendar,  ab  initio.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  fJersey  and  has  a  Hugenot  ancestor.  He  is  now  about 
forty  and  has  the  habits  and  appearance  of  a  laborious 
student. 

In  the  evening  he  and  Mr.  Clarke  accompanied  me  to 
(xovernoi-  Lincoln’s  to  a  party.  Mrs.  Lincoln  always  gives 
a  dancing  party  the  night  after  cattle  show. 

Clarke  is  a  prodigy  at  story  telling.  M^e  left  the  party 
at  12  and  as  soon  as  Ave  reached  the  hotel  Avhere  I  board, 
he  called  for  a  cigar  and  a  tumbler  of  l)randy  and  Good 
God  !  hoAv  his  tongue  Avent !  He  kept  me  up  till  near  four 
in  the  morning.  I  dare  not  undertake  to  repeat  any  of  the 
pleasant  accounts  he  gave  me.  He  had  a  most  discrimina¬ 
ting  pei'ception  of  the  ridiculous,  which  is,  after  all,  the 
true  meauiug  of  the  Avord  "Avit.”  He  gave  a  most  ludi¬ 
crous  account  of  his  travelling  with  David  Crockett,  the 
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famous  Aleiubei'  of  Gougross  froiu  Tennessee,  and  I  know 
not  Avhere  his  talking  would  have  ended,  had  he  not  been 
interrupted  by  the  stage  Avhich  came  to  carry  him  to  Hart¬ 
ford.  He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  must  not  leave  him  without  attempting  to  tell  one  of 
his  stories,  though  it  Avill  be  utterly  impossil)le  to  do  it 
justice.  He  said  he  was  travelling  in  the  western  part  of 
Virginia  and  Clrockett  Avas  Avith  him.  David  had  been 
entertaming  him  Avith  his  hunter’s  stories  and  amusing 
adventures  that  had  happen’d  to  him.  They  stopped  at  a 
pul)lic  house  OAmr  night,  and  in  the  morning  they  found 
a  travelling  menagerie  halting  in  the  village  and  neard)y 
the  inn  Avhere  the}"  lodged.  David  at  once  decided  tliat  he 
must  have  a  peep  at  the  criturs.  Clarke  accordingly 
accompanied,  but  Avithout  any  expectation  of  the  curious 
scene  that  folloAved.  The  tent  containing  the  menagerie 
AA"as  thronged  Avith  the  Adllagers,  avIio  had  come  to  see  the 
''greatest  lion”  or  the  "finest  hyena”  or  the  "funniest 
monkey  ”  ;  and  no  sooner  had  David  reached  the  center  of 
the  tent,  than  tipping  his  hat  on  one  side  of  his  head, 
sung  out  in  a  loud  voice,  "Where’s  the  keeper  of  these  ere 
varmunts.”  Upon  this  the  proprietor,  seeing  David  to  be 
Avell  dressed,  Avent  up  and  acknoAvledged  himself  to  l)e  the 
OAvner  of  them.  "Is  that  are  hyena  for  sale,”  said  David  , 
"no,”  replied  the  keeper.  "Well,  mister,  what  Avould  be 
the  damage  if  I  should  happen  to  kill  him  ?  ”  The  keeper 
told  him  that  no  money  Avonld  purchase  him.  "But,  dam¬ 
me,  IMr.  Keeper,”  said  David,  "I  AA^ant  to  try  his  bottom.” 
"  AVhy,  Avhat  do  you  mean  by  that?”  asked  the  kee})er. 
"Nothing,”  said  David,  "only  I  Avant  to  grin  at  him  jist  to 
let  you  see  the  hair  fly.”  And  then  placing  his  l)ack  to 
the  centre  post  that  sustained  the  tent,  and  going  through 
Avith  many  manoeuvres  of  the  arms  and  contortions  of  the 
face,  the  keeper  seeing  him,  began  to  be  alarmed  lest  the 
fellow  should  really  slay  his  Hyena,  entreated  of  him  not 
to  do  any  mischief.  David,  hoAvever,  sAvore  and  went  on 
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with  his  preparations  and  iiiakino-  up  liorrihle  faceSj  in¬ 
sisted  on  having  one  fair  grin  at  the  Hyena  before  he 
qnit.  The  keeper  manifested  so  much  concern  for  the 
safety  of  the  animal,  that  his  anxdety  extended  itself  to 
the  s})ectators  &  a  general  panic  began  to  prevail.  David 
Avas  now  persuaded  to  let  the  poor  beast  alone,  but  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  trump  up  the  Dion.  He  now  SAVore  out¬ 
right  that  he  must  fight,  for  he  had  not  had  a  fight  for  ten 
days,  and  lie  Avanted  to  fight  the  Dion.  He  threw  down 
his  hat  and  jiut  off  his  coat,  and  striking  his  fists,  looking 

at  the  Dion.  "You  d - d  coAvardly  varmunt,  come  out 

here.  Keeper  open  his  box  and  let  him  out.  I  must  fight 
him.  Out  Avith  him  ;  O  yon  coAvardly  varmnnt.”  And  at 
the  same  time  Avalking  toAvard  his  cage,  Avith  such  an  aji- 
pearance  of  earnestness,  that  the  people,  supposing  him  to 
be  really  going  to  encounter  the  Dion,  made  snch  a  rush  to 
escape  from  the  tent  that  they  carried  aAvay  some  tAventA" 
feet  of  the  canvas. 

Crockett  Avas  as  serious  in  this  farce  as  though  he  had 
been  in  the  honest  discharge  of  his  duty.  So  eccentric  is 
the  man. 

I  employed  myself  very  busily  from  this  to  the  23rd  in 
working  ipion  my  Catalogue.  I  gave  ten  hours  of  each 
day  to  it.  I  occasionally  Avent  out  of  an  evening,  but  not 
often.  I  go  once  every  Aveek  to  play  at  backgammon  Avith 
Kcv.  Dr.  Bancroft.  I  rarely  play  Avith  any  one  else,  ex¬ 
cepting  Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.,  Cashier  of  the  Worcester 
Bank. 


October  23,  DS33. 

This  is  the  anniversary  of  the  Discovery  of  America  by 
Columbus,  and  for  that  cause  is  the  day  for  electing 
the  orticers  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society.  Its 
annual  meeting  was  held  this  day  at  the  Antiquarian  Hall, 
in  Worcester.  A  respectable  number  of  members  AA^as 
present.  The  iiroceedings  were  orderly  and  harmonious. 
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Only  one  change  in  the  officers  Avas  made,  and  that  Avas 
putting  Joseph  Willard  in  the  })lace  of  the  lamented  James 
Bowdoin,  avIio  died  at  IlaA^annah  in  March  last.  Ilis 
father,  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  the  lineal  descendant  of  the 
first  Governor,  John  AVinthrop,  of  Massachusetts,  Avas  re¬ 
elected  president.  Four  memljers  Avere  added  to  the 
Society,  being  nominated  by  me  ;  Hon.  EdAvard  Living¬ 
ston,  our  Minister  to  France  ;  Hon.  Francis  Xavier  Mar¬ 
tin,  of  ISeAv  Orleans  ;  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimke,  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.  ;  Hon.  Henry  AVheaton,  Charge  des  Affaires,  at 
Copenhagen . 

But  Avhat  appeared  to  me  a  very  happy  coincidence  Avas 
that  tliis  day  I  receiAyd  a  letter  from  the  Sec.  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Historical  Societ}^,  informing  me  that  I  had  been 
elected  a  member  upon  the  nomination  of  Koberts  A/"aux, 
Es<i.,  Avho  visited  me  at  the  Antiquarian  Hall  on  the  6th 
of  August  last,  having  in  his  company  an  Italian  Nobleman 
of  great  respecta))ility.  But  I  could  not  think  much  of  his 
Nobleman.  He  Avas  an  ordinary  looking  man  of  about  30, 
AAuth  mustachios  curling  up  to  his  temples  Avhich  made  him 
look  as  fierce  as  a  devil.  Though  he  neither  said  nor  did 
anything  Avrong  or  improper,  yet  I  could  not  look  upon 
him  Avith  any  sort  of  respect :  so  easily  are  we  led  aAva}^ 
by  prejudice.  But  enough  of  this  digression.  The  coin¬ 
cidence  is  in  my  Christian  name  and  the  great  discoverer, 
Christopher  Columbus,  and  the  23rd  of  October.  Noav  I 
thiidv  of  it,  I  Avill  mention  Avhat  a  pity  it  Avas  that  I  Avas 
not  born  on  the  3rd  instead  of  the  first  of  August,  for  then 
there  Avould  have  been  a  more  happy  coincidence,  the  third 
l)eing  the  day  Columbus  set  sail  from  Palos  on  his  voyage 
of  discovery  in  1492. 

Oct.  31,  1833. 

I  had  a  visit  today  from  Rev.  Dr.  [Caleb  fJeAvett] 
Tenn[e]3^  of  AAeathersfield,  Con.,  Avho  Avas  introduced 
to  me  by  Ur.  Sam.  B.  WoodAvard.  He  i)reachcd  Ur. 
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[Samuel]  Austin’s  Funeral  Sermon.  He  is  about  sixty, 
with  an  intelligent  faee,  and  was  so  well  pleased  with  our 
collection  that  he  promised  me  several  books  on  his  return 
to  Con.  He  came  here  to  consult  Dr.  Woodward  as  his 
])hysician.^ 

Flic  people  of  the  town  are  tiptoe  to  see  Henry  Clay. 
Meetings  have  l)een  held  to  appoint  committees  to  go  and 
ask  him  to  go  through  Worcester  on  his  way  to  Hartford. 
It  was  finall}^  agreed  that  he  reach  this  place  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  Monday,  Nov.  4,  and  dine  with  Hon.  John  Davis 
at  his  house.  People  are  very  apt  to  feel  ashamed  to  be 
found  in  the  company  of  one  whom  they  have  abused. 
And  to  disguise  this  feeling,  those  who  had  been  most  for¬ 
ward  to  abuse  Mr.  Clay,  were  now  most  obsequious  in 
their  attentions  to  him.  Politicians  of  all  stamps  and  com¬ 
plexions  were  now  miscellaneously  huddled  together,  all 
striving  to  see  Avho  should  be  the  politest.  National  Re¬ 
publicans,  Jackson  men.  Antimasons,  Nullifiers — all  were 
lost  in  the  general  hurly  burly.  Even  that  most  con¬ 
temptible  of  all  political  parties,  the  "Youns;  Men,” 
showed  themselves  among  the  rest.  This  was  the  more 
remarkable  as  the  Committee  appointed  Ipy  the  Citizens 
generally  contained  several  upon  it  who  were  under  thirty- 
three.  And  their  appearance  at  this  time  came  very  near 
to  spoiling  the  anticipated  pleasures  of  Mr.  Clay’s  visit.  I 
must  detail  the  circumstances.  After  the  meeting-  of  the 
citizens  generally  and  the  choice  of  a  Committee  of  Ar¬ 
rangements,  it  Avas  mentioned  by  some  that  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  that  Committee,  Avhich  had  been  promnl- 
gated,  was  not  such  as  answered  the  public  expectation, 
for  they  had  done  nothing  more  than  to  order  three  of 
tlieir  number  to  proceed  to  Boston  and  there  receive  Mi-. 
Clay  from  the  Boston  Cojumittee  and  accompany  him  and 

lUr.  Tenney,  who  received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  Yale  College  in  1829,  was 
liastor  of  the  Church  in  Wethersfield  from  1816  to  1840.  Dr.  Austin  was  installed 
over  the  Old  South  Church  in  Worcester  in  SeiJtember,  1790,  and  remained  there  for 
nearly  twenty-five  years. 
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his  to  Slirewsbuiy,  where  they  Avould  l)e  met  by  the 

Worcester  Committee  and  Mr.  Clay  taken  into  a  l)aronch 
drawn  by  four  horses  and  thus  pass  on  to  Worcester.  It 
was  said  that  this  was  not  enough  :  it  was  too  tame  and 
insipid.  To  correct  the  errors  in  the  taste  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  therefore,  the  "loiing  Men”  had  a  public  meeting 
and  chose  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  first  Committee^ 
and  recommend  additional  arrangements.  The  Youno- 
Men  insisted  upon  these  three  things  which  had  been 
wholly  omitted,  viz.  :  firing  cannon,  raising  suitable  flags, 
and  forming  a  cavalcade,  and  they  were  directed  to  see 
them  executed  whether  the  first  Committee  should  consent 
or  not.  I  have  understood  that  the  opinions  of  the  first 
Committee  were  against  all  three  of  the  ceremonies.  And 
this  produced  unpleasant  feelings  among  the  whole  of 
them. 

A  flag  was  raised  bearing  this  inscription :  "  Henry 

Clay.  Honor  the  man  who  honors  his  country.”  This 
was  painted  on  white  cloth  in  large  letters  and  suspended 
upon  a  rope  or  cord  extended  across  Main  St.  Iietween 
Governor  Lincoln’s  and  A.  D.  Foster’s.  In  Elm  Street, 
that  passes  to  the  west  by  Governor  Lincoln’s  house,  ivas 
placed  a  cannon  with  orders  to  have  it  discharged  twenty- 
four  times  upon  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Clay.  The  cavalcade 
left  foi  Shrewsbury  at  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  &  re¬ 
turned  Avith  the  guest  at  four.  The  cavalcade  consisted 
of  alioiit  thirty.  It  passed  through  Main  Street  to  the 
[Worcester]  Hotel  at  the  South  end  of  the  village  where 

.  Clay  was  left  for  a  short  time,  ivhen  he  was  carried 
to  the  Hon.  John  Davis’,  where  he  passed  the  evening. 

It  was  manifestly  very  bad  taste  to  fire  cannon  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  private  citizen.  To  be  sure  Mr.  Clay  is  a 
Member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  but  this  does 
not  entitle  him  to  military  honors.  It  Avas  a  ceremony 
introduced  here  ))y  the  young  men  and  disclaimed  by  the 
General  Committee. 
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I  was  visited  l)y  Mr.  Clay  at  the  Antiquarian  Hall  this 
inorning  in  conq)any  with  the  Coininittec.  lie  stayed  hut  a 
short  time,  when  he  left  and  went  to  the  IIosi)ital.  Before 
coining  to  the  Antiijuarian  Hall,  he  met  the  citizens  in  the 
Town  Hall  where  he  was  addressed  liy  the  Hon.  John 
Davis,  Chairman  of  y®  Committee,  to  which  he  made  an 
interesting  and  appropriate  reply.  He  dined  with  Gov. 
Lincoln. 

There  was  a  party  in  the  evening  at  Gov.  Lincoln’s,  to 
which  the  whole  })ul)lic  had  the  opportunity  of  going ;  and 
from  the  looks  of  the  people  there,  one  would  suppose 
that  fcAv  let  slip  so  good  a  chance.  The  house  was  literally 
crammed.  Mrs.  Clay  was  present,  and  so  far  as  I  could 
see,  was  a  plain,  unostentatious,  sensible  woman  of  about 
fifty  years  of  age.  Lie  is  about  57,  over  six  feet  high, 
slender  in  make,  and  a  little  stooping,  with  a  face  pretty 
well  marked,  though  not  remarkably  so.  His  forehead  is 
large,  but  narrow  at  the  top,  his  mouth  satyrical,  with  a 
large  and  generously  marked  nose.  He  is  rapid  in  con¬ 
versation,  full  of  anecdote,  and  swears  most  insufferaldy. 
But  this  last  (juality  is  common  to  all  Kentucky.  He 
re(iuested  me  upon  his  arrival  at  Washington  to  write 
to  him  giving  him  an  account  of  the  Anti(juarian 
Society. 

There  were  present  at  Governor  Lincoln’s  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  Hon.  Hezekiah  Barnard,  State  Treasurer,  Gen.  W.  H. 
Sumner,  Commodore  Lilliot,  superintendent  of  the  Charles¬ 
town  Navy  Yard,  and  some  others  wdiose  names  I  have 
forgotten . 

I  saw  many  ridiculous  things  in  the  course  of  the  day 
and  I  woidd  detail  some  of  them  were  I  not  afraid  my 
Diary  would  tell  such  tales  as  to  endanger  its  own 
existence,  therefore  I  shall  keep  still.  Mr.  Clay  left  for 
Hartford  the  next  mornina;. 

O 
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Nov.  12,  Mond.,  1833. 

I  must  say  a  word  as  to  the  manner  in  Avliich  I  spend 
my  time.  The  principal  thing  that  engages  me  is  the  pre¬ 
paring  a  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of"  the  Anti(iuarian 
Society.  A  part  of  every  day  is  devoted  to  this  oliject. 
But  much  of  my  time  is  lost  by  the  calls  which  I  receive 
from  friends  who  come  in  merely  to  tell  or  hear  a  story. 
Such  people  cannot  surely  be  aware  how  large  a  space  an 
hour  is  in  the  forenoon  of  November.  Then  I  have  many 
letters  to  write,  and  to  make  copies  of  them  is  a  very 
serious  labor.  I  have  very  little  time  to  read  books.  I 
am  ashamed  to  enumerate  the'  books  I  have  read  since 
Sept. ,  because  in  the  first  place  they  are  not  such  ones  as 
would  be  most  profitable  to  me,  and  in  the  second,  because 
I  have  read  so  little.  I  read  Goldsmith’s  "  Citizen  of  the 
World”  in  the  fore  part  of  Oct.,  Pope’s  Letters  and  the 
Dunciad.  I  read  the  ten  years  Imprisonment  of  Silvio 
Pellico  Avith  very  great  pleasure.  I  always  like  those  peo¬ 
ple  Avho  loAm  their  mothers.  Silvio  mentions  his  mother 
so  often  in  his  sufferings  and  Avith  such  proof  of  true  love 
and  affection  that  I  felt  a  much  greater  interest  in  his  fate 
than  I  othei’Avise  should.  I  knoAV  not  Avhy  I  should  euter- 
tain  such  an  opinion  as  this,  l)ut  I  have  concluded  in  my 
oAvn  mind  a  thousand  times  that  I  should  Avish  my  mother 
to  survive  me.  I  never  kncAv  any  happiness  so  great  as 
that  Avhich  arose  from  successful  efforts  to  please  her.  But 
this  is  a  digression.  The  next  book  I  read  was  the 
iNIemoirs  of  Vidoq,  written  by  himself,  translated  from  the 
Fi'ench,  in  4  vols.  12  mo.  This  is  a  marvellous  Avork, 
and  of  all  the  authors  that  have  ever  Avritten,  I  don’t 
lAelieve  there  is  to  be  found  in  the  Avhole  body  a  more 
exquisite,  full-bloAvn  rascal  than  this  same  Vidoq.  For 
the  seventh  time  I  read  "The  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias 
of  feantillane.”  This  is  my  favorite  book.  Every  time  I 

read  this  work,  I  find  a  great  deal  that  is  neAv  and  which 
17 
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I  had  not  l)efore  understood.  Were  I  to  choose  from  all 
hooks  that  which  had  given  greatest  pleasure,  it  would 
he  Gil  Bias.  Next  to  Gil  Bias,  in  my  estimation,  is 
Plutarch’s  Lives. 

This  was  election  day.  I  went  and  put  in  my  vote  for 
Hon.  John  Davis,  as  Gov.,  and  voted  for  the  National 
Republican  Candidates  for  the  Senate.  I  had  my  pick  out 
of  Eighteen  Candidates  !  What  a  list  of  worthies.  As  I 
went  into  the  town  Hall  where  the  people  were  collected,  I 
could  not  hut  observe  the  fierceness  and  patriotic  anxiety 
which  predominated  in  the  faces  of  some  of  the  leading 
champions.  How  many  distributors  of  votes  !  A  peck  of 
them  at  least  were  offered  to  me.  It  is  said  that  if  you 
hold  two  cats  near  to  each  other  and  pinch  their  tails, 
though  they  may  have  lived  always  quietly  together,  they 
will  scratch  and  bite  each  other  very  furiously.  The  mass 
of  the  people  are  very  much,  in  this  respect,  like  the  cats. 
The  party  leaders  pinch  their  tails  through  the  newspapers 
and  they  fall  upon  one  another  without  mercy. 

I  should  have  mentioned  on  the  ninth  that  Stephen 
Salisbury,  Esq.  of  Worcester,  was  married  to  JMiss 
Rebecca  Dean  of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Dean,  President  of  a  Bank  in  that  place,  who  Avas  a 
native  of  Petersham  in  this  county.  Her  eldest  sister 
married  the  Hon.  Mr.  HulJ)ard,  noAv  a  member  of  Con¬ 
gress  from  CharlestoAvn.  He  is  a  laAvyer  in  that  place. 
She  is  deceased.^  Another  sister  Avas  married  to  dValdo 
Flint,  Esq.,  noAV  an  attorney  in  Leicester,  and  third  son 
of  Dr.  Austin  Flint  of  that  place,  avIio  Avas  born,  I  think, 
in  ShreAvsbury.  Mbildo  commenced  practice  in  Boston, 
l)ut  came  to  Leicester  in  1830. 

Upon  Mr.  Salisbury’s  return  Avith  his  new  Avife,  he  in¬ 
vited  me  Avith  William  Lincoln  to  introduce  the  people  of 
the  toAvn  to  them,  Avhich  Ave  did  in  the  evening. 


lA  mistake.  [C.  C.  B.] 
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■  .  .  As  I  have  had  some  experience  in  this  business,  I 

must  give  an  account  of  it.  I  have  officiated  in  this 
capacity  m  almost  all  cases  since  my  residence  in  Town 
where  the  new  married,  couple  have  lived  here.  I  am 
tempted  to  put  down  the  catalogue.  But  it  wonld  occupy 
too  much  room. 

The  process  of  introducing  is  in  this  way.  The  new 
maiiied  couple,  through  their  friends  (sometimes  on  the 
evening  after  marriage  and  always  within  a  week  or  so) 
give  notice  that  they  will  lie  happy  to  be  visited  by  any¬ 
body  and  everybody  at  eight  of  clock  on  such  an  evening. 
Tliongh  the  invitation  is  to  every  body  it  is  understood  to 
extend  only  to  such  as  may  expect  to  exchange  visits, 
dhe  calls  aie  made  at  8  and  after.  The  new  married 
couple  take  a  sort  of  military  position  in  one  corner  of  the 
loom,  flanked  with  the  bride’s  maids  and  bride’s  7nen,  and 
the  person  introducing  their  friends,  receives  them  at  the 
door  and  leading  them  np,  aimonnces  their  names.  The 
names  of  the  new  married  couple  are  not  mentioned,  but 
only  those  who  pay  the  visit;  because  those  who  make 
the  visit  know  very  well  before  hand  whom  they  are  going 
to  see. 

I  know  not  the  origin  of  this  practice.  I  suppose,  how- 
,  that  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  this  introduction 
are  to  give  a  sort  of  sanction  or  solemnity  to  the  new  rela¬ 
tions  which  have  been  created  and  to  make  them  personally 
known. 

Usually  before  ten,  the  companj^  retires,  after  having 
drank  wine  and  eaten  the  wedding  cake.  It  is  customary 
to  make  a  free  use  of  the  cake,  and  a  large  (juantity  of 
letter  paper  is  furnished  for  individuals  who  may  wish  for 
it,  to  wrap  up  a  piece  of  the  cake  in,  to  carry  home. 
Some  Avant  it  for  friends,  some  to  eat  it,  and  others  to  juit 
it  under  their  pillows  to  sleep  on,  thinking  it  7nay  produce 
neiv  matches. 
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Dec.  3,  1833. 

I  have  a  visit  from  mj  Father  from  Templeton  who 
stays  with  me  two  days  and  then  returns. 


Dec.  17,  1833. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esq.,  the  Astronomer,  visits  me 
and  stays  until  the  26th.  He  is  acting  under  a  commission 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  in  making  ol)servations 
npon  the  latitude  of  different  places  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  or  aiding  the  Trigonometrical  survey  of  the 
state  which  is  now  making  by  order  of  the  Legislature. 
He  is  the  son  of  Robert  Treat  Paine,  the  Poet,  who  was 
the  son  of  old  Robert  Treat  Paine,  one  of  the  Judg-es  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  who  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Paine 
of  Weymouth,  who  married  the  daughter  of  Gov.  Treat  of 
Connecticut  Colony,  and  that  is  the  way  the  name  of 
Robert  Treat  came  into  the  family. 

Dec.  21,  1833. 

The  snow  is  reputed  to  be  two  feet  dee})  on  a  level. 
The  sleighing  is  however  very  fine  and  I  made  the  most  of 
it  as  shall  fully  appear.  I  employed  Sam.  Congdon  to 
give  me  and  the  young  ladies  a  ride.  I  invited  seven  to 
accompany  me.  We  rode  in  a  large  double  open  sleigh 
with  three  seats,  and  our  load,  including  the  driver,  was 
composed  of  nine.  I  would  not  have  any  gentlemen  with 
me.  If  there  l)e  any  fun  in  riding  with  one  pretty  face 
must  there  not  be  plenty  of  fun  in  riding  with  seven? 
What  a  chattering  thej^  made !  Women  like,  they  all 
talked  at  once.  Heavens!  what  a  racket  I  Yet  the  ride 
was  delightful.  I  enjoyed  it  very  much.  I  must  here 
give  the  names  of  my  precious  freight.  And  as  Cotton 
Mather  says  of  his  father’s  publications,  "Behold  the 
Catalogue  ”  ! 
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14ebecca  Curtis,  sister  of  the  wife  of  Doc.  John  Green. 

Lucy  A.  Lincoln,  adopted  d.  of  the  late  Lieut.  Gov. 
Lincoln. 

Catherine  Jennison,  d.  of  Sam.  Jennison,  cashier  of 
Worcester  Bank. 

^  Jane  Wiggin,  of  Dedham,  half  sister  of  Dr.  Janies 
Green’s  wife. 

Charlotte  &  INIary  Foxcroft. 

Wartha  Parker,  d.  of  Hon.  L.  M.  Parker  of  Charles- 
toAvn. 

A  e  left  toAAui  at  two  in  the  afternoon  and  returned  at 
sundoAvn.  We  Avent  to  Leicester  and  the  Avdiole  expense 
of  my  expedition  Avas  four  dollars  and  tAventy-five  cents. 


Dec.  22,  Sun.,  1833. 

Anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  !  And 
although  it  fell  on  Sunday,  I  could  not  abstain  Avholly 
from  celebrating  it.  I  Avent  to  meeting  in  the  forenoon 
and  heard  an  appropriate  sermon  from  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  in 
which  he  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  sufferings  of 
the  Pilgrims. 

In  the  morning  a  gentleman  introduced  himself  to  me  as 
the  friend  of  my  classmate  Dr.  Martin  Gay  of  Boston.  He 
came  to  toAvn  last  evening:  John  Alexander  Bariy  from 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  He  Avas  born  at  Shelburn  in  the 
south  Avest  part  of  that  province.  His  father  is  an 
Englishman,  and  noAv  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

I  invited  MJlliam  Lincoln,  Esq.,  to  dine  Avith  me  at  the 
Hotel.  Mr.  Barry  Avas  AA'ith  us.  He  is  uoav  about  forty- 
four.  He  gave  us  a  minute  account  of  Halifax.  He  has 
been,  Ia}"  his  OAvn  account,  somcAvhat  distinguished  among 
his  countrymen.  He  was  for  three  years  a  member  of  the 
Provincial  Assembty  for  his  native  district  of  Shelburn. 
He  entertained  me  Avith  a  four  hours’  story  al)out  his 
political  troubles.  He  Avas  unpopular  Avith  the  laAvyers 
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and  from  something’  said  in  de1)ate  wlierein  he  allnded  im¬ 
prudently  to  smuggling,  he  was  called  to  order  l)y  the 
speaker,  as  thongh  he  had  puhlickly  charged  one  Col. 
Freeman,  a  member,  with  rnnning  goods.  lie  was  re- 
(|uested  to  retire,  and  upon  his  being  recalled,  he  Avas  told 
by  the  speaker  that  he  must  make  a  recantation  and  a  par¬ 
ticular  apology  to  Col.  Freeinan.  But  he  being  at  v^ariance 
with  him,  and  not  on  speaking  terms,  declined  making  the 
acknowledgment.  The  House  voted  this  a  contempt  and 
he  Avas,  after  much  altercation,  arrested  and  imprisoned 
during  the  session.  But  he  publislied  an  account  of  the 
smuggling  in  one  of  the  papers,  and  upon  this,  the  assem¬ 
bly  expelled  him.  He  AA’^as  again  returned  as  member  for 
Shelburn  and  kept  his  seat. 

He  has  been  a  merchant,  and  has  now  retired  from  Ijusi- 
ness,  having,  as  I  understand  from  him,  accumnlated  a 
competent  estate  to  live  at  his  ease.  His  Avife’s  maiden 
name  Avas  Mary  Black,  a  native  of  Halifax  I  think.  Her 
father  Avas  a  Methodist  minister,  the  Eev.  AYilliam  Black, 
the  Father  of  Methodism  in  Nova  Scotia.  Her  mother 
Avas  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Gay,  avIio  left  Boston  in 
1775,  as  a  Loyalist,  Avho  Avas  the  son  of  the  Eev.  Ebenezer 
Gay  of  Hingham,  Mass. 

I  fonzid  Mr.  Barry  a  very  intelligent  and  Avell  informed 
jierson.  He  has  visited  England  three  times  and  is  noAv 
on  a  tour  through  the  United  States  and  Avhen  this  is  com¬ 
pleted,  he  proposes  again  going  to  England.  1  took  tea 
in  the  evening  Avith  him  at  Dr.  [Oliver]  Fiske’s,  to  whom 
he  had  a  letter  of  introduction,  and  after  his  return  to 
the  Hotel,  sat  up  hearing  him  talk  until  tAvo  o’clock. 

Dec.  23,  Mond.,  1833. 

This  evening,  I  attended  a  })arty  at  Dr.  .John  Green’s 
and  played  chess.  I  Avas  also  invited  to  Dr.  [Oliver] 
Fiske’s,  with  Mr.  Barrj’. 
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Dec.  24. 

I  gave  Mr.  Bariy  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Waldo 
Flint,  Fsq.,  at  Leicester,  and  in  the  afternoon  he  went  up 
there.  Shall  I  do  wrong  to  mention  here  his  errand?  He 
put  me  under  a  sort  of  ])romise  of  secrecy,  and  I  must  re- 
rpiire  the  same  of  my  Diary.  O  Diary,  thou  art  my  con¬ 
fident,  my  bosom  friend,  my  wife,  to  which  I  must 
occasionally  impart  my  secrets,  joys  and  sorrows  ;  and  in 
this  instance,  though  put  to  the  torture,  thou  must  not 
disclose  a  syllable  of  what  I  am  about  to  entertain  thee 
with.  IVell,  then,  to  begin  :  He  told  me  his  object  in 
going  to  Leicester,  at  which  I  was  astonished.  His  wife 
died  Jan.  5,  last,  and  the  fellow  is  now  in  hot  pursuit  of  a 
wife.  He  had  accidentally  met  in  Boston  with  Mr.  Emer¬ 
son,  the  author  of  the  mathematical  school  ])Ooks,  who  had 
spent  the  summer  at  Leicester,  and  what  should  this 
cypherer  do  l)ut  recommend  him,  a  perfect  stranger  as  he 
was,  to  ^dsit  Leicester  and  examine  a  certain  maiden  lady 
there  and  see  whether  she  Avould  make  him  a  Avife  !  He 
had  obtained  a  letter  of  introduction  to  her  father  from 
Increase  Sumner  Smith,  a  native  of  Paxton,  but  noAv  a 
School  Master  I  belicAm  at  Hingham,  and  had,  before  dis- 
closino;  his  errand,  obtained  from  me  a  letter  to  her 
brother  and  one  also  from  Dr.  Fiske.  As  I  had  no 
acquaintance  Avith  him  except  from  having  seen  him  tAvo 
days,  I  Avas  Amry  sparing  of  compliments  in  my  letter.  I 
offered  him  the  letter  supposing  that  he  Avould  decline 
taking  it.  He  left  toAvn  in  the  afternoon. 

25.  1  dined  at  Dr.  Bancroft’s  Avith  Hon.  Jos.  G.  Ken¬ 

dall  and  George  Folsom,  Es(|.  I  had  the  happiness  to 
meet  my  old  friend.  Miss  Lucretia  Bancroft,  4th  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft.^  She  is  now  on  a  visit  from 
Boston  Avhere  she  is  in  charge  of  a  small  school.  She  is 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  talented  females  Avith  Avhom 

1  Miss  Bancroft  afterwards  kept  a  young  ladies’  school  on  Pearl  Street  in 
Worcester.  She  married  in  1845,  Welcome  Farnum  of  Blackstone,  Mass. 
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I  am  ac(|uainted.  After  dinner,  we  went  into  the  back 
parlor  &  took  a  few  games  of  whist.  The  Doctor  and 
his  wife  played  at  backgammon.  There  is  perha})s  not 
another  minister  in  the  County  who  would  tolerate  card 
playing  in  his  own  house.  He  would  not  be  willing,  I 
think,  to  have  it  done  too  often.  But  how  much  differ¬ 
ence  tliere  is  among  the  clergy  in  their  opinions  of  play 
and  amusement !  He  plays  at  backgammon  almost  every 
Aveek  day  of  his  life :  &  yet  is  he  a  diligent  student. 
And  for  purity  and  integrity,  I  knoAv  of  no  clergyman  who 
stands  higher. 

I  played  chess  in  the  evening  with  Charlotte  FoxcroftA 

28.  More-  dissipation !  My  friend  William  Lincoln 
came  and  invited  me  to  accompany  him  to  Millbury.  He 
carried  Sarah  Bancroft  and  I  carried  Eebecca  Curtis.  ’We 
went  in  the  afternoon  and  returned  at  evening.  ATe 
stayed  at  Whitcomb’s  tavern  aliout  an  hour  and  drank 
mulled  wine,  a  kind  of  stupifying  beverage,  made  of  eggs, 
sugar  and  hot  Avine.  It  is  a  species  of  flip. 


Jan.  1,  Wed.,  1834. 

I  invited  Sarah  Bancroft  to  accompany  me  to  Lancaster. 
We  Avent  in  a  sleigh.  I  left  her  at  Nath*.  Chandler’s  while 
I  Avent  to  see  James  G.  Carter,  Escp,  and  Carter,  AndreAvs 
&  Co.  My  object  in  Carter,  Andrews  &  Co.  AA'as  to  see 
whether  I  could  make  a  book  for  them.  But  they  were 

gone  from  home.  I  called  on  James  G.  Carter,  avIio  is  a 
native  of  Leominster 
Mr.  Packard. 

situation.  He  gave  me  his  oAvn  publications  and  Avas  going 
to  give  me  an  account  of  his  controversy  Avith  the  Revx  Dr. 
[Nathaniel]  Thayer,  but  I  excused  myself  from  hearing  it 
as  well  as  I  could,  knowing  that  if  he  began,  I  should  tiot 
get  aAvay  before  dark.  The  pamphlet  containing  the  con- 

'  Charlotte  Foxcroft  married  in  April,  1838,  Moses  D.  Phillips  bookseller  ot 
AA  orcester,  afterwards  of  the  lirm  of  Phillips,  Sampson  &  Co.,  Boston.  ’ 


and  married  a  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
He  lives  in  good  stile  and  has  a  beautiful 
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troversy  has  136  pages.  Mr.  Carter  is  a  fine  scholar  and 
of  excellent  talents  ;  but  has  unfortunately  many  enemies. 

Nathaniel  Chandler,  Esq.,  who  came  to  Lancaster  from 
Petersham,  gave  me  Peter  Heylyn’s  “  MlKPOKOf’MOL” 
''A  Little  description  of' a  great  World.”  [Augmented 
and  revised],  4to  Oxford,  1625. ^  His  son  Sam.  Ward 
Chandler,  who  was  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1822,  Avas 
at  Leicester  Academy  Avith  me  in  1817.  He  is  noAv  I 
believe  at  Taunton  in  the  Calico  Printing  business.  His 
mother,  Avho  is  a  beautiful  lady,  Avas  a  neice  of  Capt.  Sam. 
M  ard,  late  of  Lancaster.  Pier  name  Avas  Green,  her 
mother  being  his  sister— Capt.  Ward  married  the  sister  of 
the  Avife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  of  Worcester.  Mr.  Chand¬ 
ler’s  eldest  daughter,  Catherine,  married  Theophilus 
Parsons,  Esq.,  son  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts. 


Jan.  3,  Fri.,  1834. 

This  evening  came  down  from  Leicester  my  neAv  Nova 
Scotia  friend  who  is  mentioned  confidentially  on  the  24th 
Dec.  He  has  been  sick  and  under  the  hands  of  a  physician 
for  a  Aveek  past.  He  talks  as  furiously  as  ever.  And  I 
do  not  knoAv  that  I  ever  laughed  more  heartily  than  at  the 
recital  of  his  adventures.  He  told  me  the  whole  story,  not 
omitting  anjdhing. 

WidoAvers  in  pursuit  of  a  Avife  act  very  much  like 
prisoners  Avho  have  escaped  from  confinement.  When  my 
friend  Avent  up  to  Leicester,  so  elated  Avas  he  Avith  tlie 
prospect  of  success,  that  he  held  nothing  back.  He  told 
me  everything.  He  had  letters  of  introduction  to  this 
and  that  one,  and  although  he  had  never  seen  the  fair  one, 
when  he  spoke  of  her,  he  called  her  by  her  Christian  name 
in  the  tenderest  manner  possible.  It  was  laughal)le  enough 
to  see  hoAv  cock-sure  he  Avas  of  vanquishing  her  at  a  blow  : 


'  The  American  Antiquarian  Society  also  has  the  llfth  edition,  Oxford,  1031. 
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And  that,  Avlien  he  came  to  meet  her  personally,  there 
might  appear  no  indications  of  a  want  of  love,  he  had 
actuall}^  heen  studying  to  admire  her.  Anyone  might  see 
that  he  was  head  and  cars  in  love  already.  Had  he  asked 
my  advice  as  to  the  practical )ility  of  his  scheme,  I  coidd 
have  saved  him  an  abundance  of  trouble.  I  knew  the  fair 
lady  had  too  much  good  sense  not  to  perceive  at  once  that 
he  Avas  one  of  those  amorous  widoAvers  Avho  don’t  hesitate 
to  give  double  entendres  and  talk  love  even  at  Church. 

As  soon  as  I  saAv  him  upon  his  return  from  Leicester,  he 
slapped  me  on  the  shoulder  and  told  me  he  wanted  a 
retired  room.  Said  he,  "BaldAvin,  I  haAm  had  a  dcAul  of 
an  adAmnture.”  Hoavso?  "Good  God,  just  look  at  my 
coat.  When  you  saAv  me  a  Aveek  ago,  my  coat  sat  as  snug 
as  a  gloA'e  ;  do  but  look  at  it  noAV  :  it  is  as  loose  upon  me 

as  a  shirt.  O  I  haAm  had  a  d - d  time  on’t  I  tell  you.” 

What !  did  not  my  friend  smile  upon  you  ?  "  Smile  upon 

me  !  By - she  has  jilted  me  in  the  Avorst  manner.  I 

thought  I  Avas  a  man  of  some  sense,  but,  damme,  I  begin 
to  think  I  am  a  fool.”  After  shuttinaf  the  door  he  sat 
doAvn  and  took  out  of  his  pocket  a  bundle  of  papers,  Avhich 
he  had  carefully  filed  and  nundAered  as  AAm  sometimes  do 
the  Amuchers  to  an  account.  These,  he  told  me,  Avere  the 
result  of  his  negociations  at  Leicester.  It  Avas  plain 
enough  to  perceive  by  them  that  he  had  not  been  idle.  He 
gave  me  an  account  of  his  reception  by  those  to  Avhom  he 
had  letters,  and  of  his  first  impressions  upon  seeing  the 
lady  he  had  been  in  love  Avith  for  the  last  ten  days.  As 
soon  as  he  saAV  her,  he  was  delighted  ;  Avhen  she  spoke,  he 
was  charmed ;  &  when  she  lighted  up  her  face  Avith  a 
smile,  he  found  to  his  astonishment,  that  he  Av^as  as  a  dead 
man.  All  accounts  of  her  great  merit  Avere  more  than 
realized.  And  from  that  moment,  he  began  to  think  of 
making  her  his  Avife  !  lie  seemed  to  think  that  he  had 
thought  of  her  so  much  that  she  had  no  part  to  perform  : 
she  had  only  to  consent  to  he  admired.  lie  beiJfan  his 
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courtship  in  the  Englisli  manner  (and  whicli  has  i)een 
happily  ridiculed  by  Dr.  CTo[l]dsmith)  by  talking  to  the 
father.  He  said  nothing  to  him  viva  voce,  l)ut  addressed 
a  letter  to  him.  He  gave  the  letter  to  the  father  on  Fri¬ 
day,  and  I  could  have  told  him  that  so  long  a  letter  would 
defeat  any  kind  of  negociation,  for  it  occupied  seven  pafjes 
of  foolscap  !  He  had  no  return  to  this  epistle  until  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  when  the  father  came  to  his  lodsimus  and 
veiy  politel}"  told  our  adventurer  that  he  had  read  his  com¬ 
munication  with  great  satisfaction  and  that  his  dauo-hter 
would  be  hap}iy  to  receive  au  early  visit  from  him.  This 
threw  him  into  perfect  ecstacy.  Like  other  lovers,  he 
looked  upon  every  intimation  of  success  as  a  favorable 
omen,  and  thought  himself  already  too  happy.  He  ran  to 
his  chamber,  flattering  himself  all  the  wa}^  that  he  was  a 
very  devil  among  the  women,  to  array  himself  in  a  manner 
fit  to  receive  his  triumph.  So  great  was  his  anxiety  to  get 
at  her  that  in  shaving,  he  cut  quite  a  gash  in  his  chin, 
which  was  now  covered  with  coat  plaster  !  Down  he  went 
to  see  his  prize,  &  so  sure  was  he  of  a  favorable  answer, 
that  he  had  studied  a  speech  to  deliver  to  her  the  moment 
he  entered  the  house.  However,  our  Knight  had  not  l)een 
in  the  house  l6ng,  before  he  began  to  think  that  he  had 
been  counting  his  chickens  too  soon.  The  smiles  he 
looked  for  had  turned  into  seriousness,  and  the  conversa¬ 
tion  was  stiff  and  treaty  wise.  What  a  change  this  for  our 
lover  !  He  soon  found  that  the  reverse  of  all  his  hopes 
and  wishes  was  to  be  realized.  He  had  got  so  far  into  the 
mazes  of  Cupid’s  net  that  he  could  not  advance  or  retreat, 
and  each  struggle  to  effect  an  escape  only  entangled  him 
more  and  more.  After  he  had  returned  to  his  lodgings, 
what  must  he  do  but  write  the  ol)durate  fair  one  a  moving 
epistle.  This  she  answered  in  a  most  laconic  manner ; 
but  in  consequence  of  her  having  underscored  the  word 
present  in  lier  note,  he  took  it  as  a  sign  of  her  repentance 
and  was  going  to  l)egin  the  whole  courtship  anew\  Upon 
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the  strength  of  it,  he  addressed  her  another  letter  and  to 
this  she  effectually  sewed  him  up.  There  was  nothing 
dubious  or  equivocal  about  it.  It  was  in  these  words, 
”  Mr.  Barry  must  consider  his  acquaintance  with  Miss 

-  closed  now  and  forever'" I  "Whoever  heard  of 

such  brevity  in  a  woman  before  !  Our  Knight  now  l)e- 
took  liimself  to  his  grief  and  gave  full  vent  to  his  affliction. 
So  much  did  he  take  to  heart  her  coldness,  that  he  sent  for 
a  physician,  Avho  bled  him  without  mercy.  He  Avas  per¬ 
mitted  to  cat  notliing  beyond  Avater-gruel  and  for  three 
days  successively  Avas  copiously  blooded  by  our  Dr.  San- 
grado.  At  all  this,  I  laughed  most  immoderately.  lie 
Avas  too  sensible  of  his  folly  to  be  provoked  Avith  my  good 
humor.  He  endeavored  as  much  as  he  could  to  braA^e  it 
out,  but  in  spite  of  his  resolutions,  I  could  occasionally  see 
proof  that  he  had  really  been  made  sick  by  the  denial  he 
had  met  Avith.  So  true  it  is  that  very  sensible  minds, 
under  the  influence  of  disappointed  love,  indicate  a  Aveak- 
ness  that  makes  us  ashamed  of  our  species. 

Jan.  4,  Sun.,  1834. 

I  dined  at  Rejoice  NcAvton’s  and  Avent  to  Church  all  day. 
After  meeting,  I  had  long  conversation  Avith  Mr.  eloseph 
Lee,  and  as  he  is  an  ingenious  old  Avag,  I  must  giAm  an 
account  of  him.  He  A\"as  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  and  is 
now  sixty-four.  He  is  a  bachelor.  His  father  Avas  a  natiAm 
of  Boston,  Avhose  name  Avas  also  Josei)h  Lee  and  by  occu¬ 
pation  a  Sea  Captain  and  Merchant.  He  at  one  time  liA^ed 
in  Beverley,  and  afterAvards  in  Salem  and  died  at  Boston,  I 
think  in  1827  or  8  at  the  age  of  more  than  eiMity.  His 
sister  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Hon.  George  Cabot.  Our 
bachelor  has  seen  much  of  the  Avorld  and  ahvays  has  been 
accustomed  to  good  society.  I  am  told  that  he  has  been 
famous  for  his  attentions  to  the  ladies  and  has  always  been 
icgaided  by  them  Avith  great  favor.  Though  he  dresses 
very  ordinarily,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  he  is  accomplished 
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ill  his  manners.  He  has  great  shrewdness  and  his  conver¬ 
sation  is  fall  of  instruction  and  originalit}^  I  am  o-reatly 
amused  now  and  then  at  the  proofs  he  gives  of  the  advance 
of  time.  Having  no  love  now  for  the  things  Avhich  pleased 
him  in  his  youth,  he  thinks  that  such  pleasures  have  no 
existence.  Speaking  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  politics  of 
the  United  States,  he  said  to  me,  "Mr.  Baldwin,  what’s  the 
use  in  making  American  affairs  the  subject  of  conversa¬ 
tion?  There  is  nothing  now  that’s  fit  to  be  talked  about. 
There  has  been  no  sensilile  conversation  since  the  Peace 
between  this  countrv  and  England.  We  inav  see  enouo-h 
to  laugh  at,  and  repeat  a  stale  joke  ;  but  take  my  word  for 
it,  the  days  of  sensible  conversation  are  passed.” 


Jan.  10,  T.,  1834. 

I  have  been  laboring  for  a  week  to  find  some  subject  to 
write  upon,  having  been  invited  to  deliver  a  Lecture  be¬ 
fore  the  Lyceum  in  this  Town.  I  am  now  heartily 
ashamed  of  myself  for  having  consented  to  deliver  one, 
for  I  have  from  the  lieginning  been  opposed  to  them  as  a 
method  of  instruction.  I  have  never  believed  in  their 
utility.  Lecturing  does  well  enough  when  the  hearer  may 
ask  questions  &  the  lecturer  speaks  without  notes.  Lec¬ 
tures  to  be  profitable  should  assume  as  much  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  conversation  as  possible. 

I  have  selected  as  a  sulq'ect  the  Mounds  and  Forts  in 
the  M^estern  country  and  the  origin  of  the  people  of  this 
Continent. 

This  evening  we  liad  a  Lecture  from  Dr.  Oliver  Hunter 
Blood,  "on  the  moral  constitution  of  man,”  a  very  sensible 
and  ingenious  production.  He  is  a  physician  in  this  place. 
He  was  born  in  Sterling  about  1799.  He  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  College  in  1821,  and  studied  his  profession 
with  Drs.  Green  and  Hey  wood  of  Worcester.  He  com¬ 
menced  practice  here  in  1825  or  the  beginning  of  1826. 
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lie  married  Dorothea  W.  Blake,  third  daughter  of  the 
lion.  Francis  Blake,  formerly  an  eminent  lawyer  in  this 
Town,  in  1828,  or  thereabouts.  In  1829,  he  removed 
from  Worcester  to  Brookfield  to  take  the  }>lace  of  Dr. 
Iloman^s  who  had  gone  to  reside  at  Boston.  Dr.  Blood, 
however,  returned  to  Worcester  in  the  early  part  of  1831 
and  resinned  his  practice,  and  is  now  doing  well.  Plis 
father  is  lion.  Thomas  H.  Blood  of  Sterling  and  his  grand¬ 
father  is  now  living  at  Weston,  I  think.  But  this  is  a 
digression. 

Lectures  are  delivered  before  the  Lyceum  weekly. 
They  began  in  Novemlier,  1830,  and  have  been  continued 
to  this  time.  They  begin  generally  in  November  and  con¬ 
tinue  weekly  to  the  1st  of  April.  Tickets  to  hear  them 
are  one  dollar  a  year,  and  the  money  applied  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  books. ^ 

Similar  associations  are  established  in  a  great  majority 
of  the  towns  in  Massachusetts.  All  classes  of  societj"  be¬ 
long  to  them.  Lecturers  take  any  subject  they  jilease. 
Josiah  Holbrook  is  the  reputed  father  and  inventor  of  this 
system  of  instruction. 

Jan.  11,  Friday,  1834. 

I  saw  this  evens  ypr.  [Albert]  Hopkins,  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  Williamstown  College.  He  brought  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  me  last  snmnier  from  Eev.  John  Nelson 
of  Leicester.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Mark  Hopkins,  Esij., 
the  first  lawyer  settled  in  Stockliridge,  Mass.,  or  the  neiMi- 
borhood.  Mark  Avas  a  Col.  in  the  Revolution  and  died  at 
the  IVhite  Plains  of  a  fever.  The  late  Judge  Theodore 
Sedgwick  of  Stockbridge  studied  laAV  with  Hopkins. 
The  famous  Samuel  Hopkins,  D.D.,  of  NeAvport,  R.  L, 
was  his  brother  and  so  also  was  the  Rev.  Daniel  Hopkins, 
D.D.,  of  [Salem,  Mass.].  Mark  Hopkins  married  a 

'  Lectures  were  delivered  before  the  Lyceum  till  1866,  at  which  time  it  was 
merged  into  the  Young  Men’s  Library  Association. 
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(laug-hter  of  the  Eev.  John  Sergeant,  Missionary  to  the 
Iloussatonnc  Indians.  Erastns  Sergeant,  his  son,  was  a 
Physician  and  died  in  Stockhridge.  John  Sergeant, 
another  son,  succeeded  ,  his  father  as  Missionary,  ancl 
acconipamed  the  tril^e  in  their  migration  to  the  Onondago 
Indians,  near  Utica  in  New  York.  Judge  Sedgwick’s  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Sergeant,  senior.  Mr. 
Sergeant  was  born  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1710  and  was  a 
tutor  m  Yale  College  from  1732  to  173(1. — Soon  after  this 
he  l)ecame  Missionary  to  the  Indians. — His  son  John  was 
not  distinguished  for  parts,  and  the  Indians  used  to  say 
that  he  could  not  preach  smart  enough  to  make  Indians 
repent.” 


Jan.  17,  Friday,  1834. 

I  iecei\ed  a  letter  last  evening  from  His  Excellency, 
Gov.  Lincoln,  who  is  now  at  Boston,  informing  me  that 
the  duplicate  pamphlets  ^vdiicli  the  Boston  Athenaeum  has 
offered  to  the  Auti(|uarian  Society,  were  in  a  favoral)le 
situation  to  be  selected  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  I 
should  come  down  immediately  and  receive  them.  I  con¬ 
sulted  the  members  of  the  Council  here  and  they  thinking 
it  proper  for  me  to  go,  I  got  I'eady  and  went  down  in  the 
afternoon.  I  Imrrowed  Cventy  dollars  of  my  friend 
Sam.  Jennison,  to  guard  against  mishaps.  I  reached 
Boston  al)out  seven  in  the  evening,  going  to  Framingham 
in  a  sleigh  and  the  rest  of  the  way  on  wheels.  It  rained 
all  day. 

Jan.  IS,  1834. 

I  called  on  the  Governor  in  the  morning  and  received 
some  instructions  from  him  relative  to  my  duties.  I  went 
in  pursuit  of  sundry  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
Athenaeum,  but  found  no  one  who  could  give  me  instruc¬ 
tions.  I  went  and  examined  the  pamphlets  and  found 
them  to  be  at  least  ten  thousand  in  number,  laying  in  a 
disorderly  heap.  I  ordered  a  lire  to  be  built  in  the  room 
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on  Monday  morning,  and  that  concluded  my  labor  for  the 
day. 

I  put  up  at  the  Tremont  House,  where  I  found  several 
gentlemen  whom  I  knew,  and  many  strangers.  The  per¬ 
manent  residents  are  wealthy  single  gentlemen,  among 
whom  are  John  T.  Reed,  a  native  of  Brookfield,  whose 
father  was  a  native  of  Uxbridge  ;  Mr.  Belknap,  son  of 
Jeremy  Belknap,  the  historian  ;  Israel  Monson,  a  native  of 
New  Haven,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken  ;  a  Mr.  Eaton, 
a  native  of  Barre.  A  Jo.  kSe[a]well  Jones,  from  Chauco 
[ShocGo],  N.  C. 

The  Keeper  of  this  splendid  House  is  Dwight  Boyden. 
His  father,  Mr.  Simeon  Boyden,  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
Mass.,  and  is  now  near  60  years  old  and  lives  with  his  son 
Dwight.  The  father  of  Simeon  was  John  Boyden  who 
was  born  in  Groton,  Mass.,  and  died  at  the  age  of  88,  hav¬ 
ing  for  his  wife  a  daught.  of  Col.  [James]  Fry  of  Andover, 
that  old  Col.  Fry  who  fought  the  French  and  Indians. 

I  should  think  the  average  number  who  sat  at  the  dinner 
table  was  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty.  I  could  not 
but  admire  the  order  and  regularity  which  prevailed  among 
the  servants  who  attended  on  the  table.  As  the  guests 
took  their  seats  each  was  supplied  with  a  plate  of  soup. 
The  meats  were  all  upon  the  table  under  covers  and  re¬ 
mained  so  until  the  soup  plates  were  removed.  The 
waiters  were  then  stationed  along  in  a  sort  of  military 
order,  with  their  eyes  all  fixed  upon  the  head  waiter  at  the 
head  of  the  tables,  and  at  a  motion  of  his  hand,  the  covers 
were  all  instantly  removed  and  the  dishes  containing  the 
meats  that  were  to  l)e  carved,  were  carried  to  small  tables 
at  each  end  of  the  Hall  and  there  cut  up  as  occasion  re- 
(pured.  The  immortal  Dr.  Kitchener  must  have  been 
pleased  with  such  discipline. 

ddie  wines  were  brought  in  immediately  upon  sitting- 
down  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Bar,  every  guest  having  his 
name  upon  the  neck  of  his  bottle.  I  believe  the  wine 
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which  i,s  nio.st  preferred  iy  Brown  Sherry  iiiul  M;ideii';i,  fur- 
uifshed  jit  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  the  1)ottle. 

The  dinner  hour  iy  half  past  t^vo  o’clock  of  each  day  ; 
Slipper  at  half  jiast  five,  and  breakfast  at  eight. 

L\  erything- in  the  house  is  conducted  with  the  utmost 
order  and  regularity.  No  confusion  is  ohseryalile.  The 
seryants  are  yery  iiuineroiis  and  yeiy  ciyil  and  neyer  make 
mistakes. 

I  was  shown  the  collection  of  ne-wspaiiers  that  liad  been 
taken  since  the  house  was  first  opened.  There  were  many 
waggon  loads  of  them.  Mr.  Boyden  [offered]  to  sell  them 
to  me.  I  was  not  authorized  to  jnircliase  and  so  could 
make  no  offer.  Ho\v  much  he  ivandd  haye  parted  with 
them  for  I  cannot  tell.  I  hey  had  been  much  damaged 
and  I  had  some  fears  they  were  inpierfect. 

1  he  Rev.  Dr.  [John  T.]  Kirkland,  formerl_y  President  of 
Harvard  College,  Avas  boarding  at  this  house.  I  had  no 
jileasure  in  looking  at  him.  lie  is  manifestly  enfeebled  in 
mind  and  liody.  He  does  not  aiijiear  as  Avhen  at  C’am- 
bridge.  I  had  a  short  conAwwsation  with  him,  but  he  Avas 
so  altered  from  his  former  condition  that  1  had  no  disposi¬ 
tion  to  prolong  the  intervieAv.  His  Avife  is  the  daughter  of 
(ieorge  Cabot  of  Boston. 

I  Avill  here  transcrilie  a  copy  of  our  Bill  of  Fare  for 
Saturday,  Avhich  Avill  show  how  the  table  Avas  furnished. 
Bills  of  fare  are  })laced  along  iqion  cAmrA^  4th  or  5th  plate 
that  the  guests  may  see  Avhat  they  haye  to  do. 

BILL  OF  FARE. 

Rea  Soup. 

Boiled  Salt  Fish. 

Cod’s  Head.  Oysters. 

Corned  Beef. 

Corned  Pork. 

Ham . 

Tongue. 

Turkey.  Oysters. 

Chickens  and  Pork. 

Oyster  Pie. 
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Aiigiiilles  a  tiirtaii.  (What  is  this  ?) 

Mutton  Cutlets. 

Fried  Smelts. 

Stewed  Ducks  &  Clives. 

Hara  Coat  Mutton. 

Curried  Veal. 

Tongues  &  Sounds. 

Macaroni  an  partnasin. 

Koast  Beef. 

Fork. 

Veal. 

Leg  of  Mutton. 

Goose. 

Turkey. 

Chickens. 

Partridges. 

Puddings  &  Pastry. 

Dessert. 

1  am  a  diligent  reader  of  Dr.  Kiteheiier’.s  Cook’s  Oracle, 
l)ut  I  have  no  recollection  of  all  the  al)ove  dishes.  It  is 
(|nite  distressing  to  make  out  the  handwriting  of  the  Bill  I 
have  coiiied.  I  know  not  whether  I  have  copied  correctlv  ; 
I  think  I  have  ;  and  I  tvould  transcrihe  the  other  bills  were 
they  decypherable.  The  chyrograjiliy  of  them  is  abomin- 
alde. 

dan.  Ill,  Sund.,  1834. 

I  was  invited  this  morning  to  go  and  [hear]  Dr.  [William 
E.]  (dianning  j)reach.  I  accompanied  Mr.  J.  T.  Read, 
but  to  my  great  disai)])ointment,  I  heard  the  Rev.  Warren 
Burton  who  was  two  years  before  me  in  Colleo'e.  He  has 
been  settled  at  Lechmere’s  Point,  in  Cambridge,  but  has 
recently  been  dismissed.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Cheerino- 
views  of  Providence,”  and  the  "  District  School  as  it  was,” 
both  of  them  works  which  have  made  him  favorablv  kmcvn. 
His  sermon  was  w^ell  enough,  but  I  had  made  arrauo-ements 
to  heal'  Dr.  Channing.  I  saw  only  two  people  in  the  whole 
eongregatifm  ^\dlom  I  had  ever  seen  before  ;  one  was  Zebedee 
('Ook,  Es(|.,  an  Attorney,  and  the  other  was  111^^  friend, 
jMiss  t  hai  lotte  koxcroft  of  Worcester,  now  on  a  visit  in 
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Boston.  ^  Ml-.  Burton  is  a  native,  of  AVilton  in  New 
Il!ini})8liire. 

While  at  dinner  in  the  afternoon,  I  was  called  upon  by 
Mr.  Aaron  Baldwin,  President  of  the  AVashino-ton  Baidy 
and  invited  by  him  to  aeconpianv  him  to  ehnreh  to  hear 
Kev.  Mr.  [John]  Pierpont.  I  went  with  him  to  his  house 
iu  Essex  Street  and  took  his  dauo-hter,  Adelaid,  upon  my 
arm  and  bore  him  company.  I  saw  no  one  in  the  elmrcli, 
save  the  ])reacher,  whom  I  knew.  The  first  novelty  that 
engaijed  my  attention  was  the  d^en  Commandments  in  gilt 
letters,  hnng-  np  on  each  side  of  the  ])nl])it,  in  a  version 
^vhich  I  had  never  seen  before.  Mr.  Baldwin’s  family  had 
never  noticed  the  alteration  from  the  King-  James  Version. 

I  cannot  now  remember  wherein  was  the  difference.  I 
shall  write  to  Mr.  Pierpont  to  emjuire  into  the  origin  of 
the  alteration. 

After  meeting,  I  went  to  Afr.  Baldwin’s  and  took  tea 
and  silent  the  evening.  I  remained  until  ten  of  the  clock. 

I  found  them  very  pleasant.  The  daughter  is  prettv 
enough  and  well  educated  and  with  abundance  of  good 
sense.  He  has  three  children,  two  daughters  and  one  son. 
The  son  is  about  ten  or  twelve  and  the  daughters  under 
twenty-one.  He  obtained  his  property  in  one  of  the  AA^est 
Indies.  He  was  born  in  Newton,  near  Boston,  and  an 
account  of  his  ancestry  is  contained  in  his  letter  to  me 
written  in  1882.  His  father’s  name  rvas  AAdlliam,  I  think. 
So  far  as  I  can  learn  we  have  a  common  ancestor  about 
one  hundred  and  fift\'  years  back. 

Jan.  20,  Alon.,  1884. 

I  spent  the  forenoon  in  selecting  pamphlets  at  the 
Athonamm.  I  found  my  friend,  Edward  Tuckerman,  Jr., 
in  the  Eibrai-y,  who  kindly  sho^ved  me  all  the  most  rare 
and  curious  books  contained  in  the  collection.  But  I  have 
no  time  to  speak  of  what  I  saw.  The  Lil)rarian,  Dr.  Bass, 
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lijis  more  love  for  shells  and  objects  of  Natural  History 
than  for  Black  Letter  or  anything  appertaining  to  the 
typograi)hic  art.  But  what  right  has  a  librarian  to  have 
any  affection  but  for  books  and  MSS.  ?  J  doubt  his 
authority  for  any  other  love,  even  tho’  it  be  for  a  Iveautiful 
lady.  Who  does  not  know  that  enthusiasm,  unchanged 
and  undying,  is  absolutely  essential  to  success?  dVhen 
we  have  mounted  our  hobbj^  horses,  we  must  ride  through 
thick  and  thin,  disregarding  everybody  and  everything. 
The  librariari  at  Cambridge  has  a  })rodigious  fondness  for 
bugs,  but  no  sort  of  friendship  for  his  duties.  He  is  the 
son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris  of  Dorchester,  and  a  very 
worthy  gentleman,  although  no  antiquaiy. 

The  Hon.  John  Davis,  Governor-elect  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  reached  the  city  about  noon  from  AVashington. 
He  took  lodgings  at  the  Tremont  House.  I  called  upon 
him  and  saluted  him  as  his  Excellency. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  theatre  and  saw  the  })lay 
called  "  AVild  Oats.”  The  entertainment  was  rather  dull. 
It  vv^as  so  bad  that  I  did  not  vdsit  it  again  during  mv”  stay. 

Jan.  21,  Tue.,  1834. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Davis  was  this  day  sworn  into 
otlice.  I  saw  him  and  Gov.  Lincoln  together  Ivefore  and 
after  the  ceremony  took  })lace.  The  two  gentlemen,  in 
their  minds  and  manners,  are  the  antipodes  of  each  other. 
Gov.  Lincoln  is  formal  and  ceremonious,  both  in  his  indi¬ 
vidual  and  oflicial  character.  He  submits  himself  in  all 
conditions  and  circumstances  to  the  rigid  laws  of  proi>rietvx 
He  never  deviates  from  this  ride.  He  conforms  always  to 
])ublic  taste  and  public  opinion,  and  where  these  are  in 
fault  he  has  the  firmness  of  character  to  undertake  to 
})ut  them  right.  This  is  a  good  (piality  in  any  public 
servant.  His  dress  and  personal  appearance  are  always 
neat  and  fashionable.  Go\^.  Davis  has  no  ceremonies  for 
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anyl)ocly,  either  in  private  or  i)ul)lic  life.  He  iy  tlie  same 
infoiinal  body  at  all  times.  It  would,  perha})s,  by  some 
be  called  simplicity  of  maimers.  That  is  the  name  I  give 
to  it.  He  IS  extremely  unostentations,  and  without  any 
show  of  ^anity. 

But  I  see  that  my  Bill  of  Fare  is  different  today  from 
what  it  was  yesterday,  and  I  will  introduce  a  copy  of  it : _ 

“BILL  OF  PARE.” 

Brown  Soup. 

Boiled  Cod  Fish  and  Oysters. 

Boiled  Corned  Beef. 

Ham. 

Tongue. 

Turkey - Oysters. 

Chickens  and  Pork. 

Oyster  Pie. 

Mutton  Cutlets. 

Fried  Smelts. 

Filet  de  Boenf. 

Fried  Chickens. 

Stewed  Tripe. 

Boiled  Beans  and  Pork. 

Macaroni  an  Parraasen. 

Roast  Beef. 

“  Pork. 

“  Veal. 

“  Mutton. 

“  Goose. 

“  Turkey. 

“  Chickens. 

“  Wild  Ducks. 

Puddings  and  Pastry. 

Dessert. 

His  Exel.  (tov.  Davis  was  this  day  sworn  into  otiice. 
There  being  about  six  hundred  representatives  iiresent, 
there  was  no  room  for  me  to  witness  the  ceremony. 

Jan.  22,  Wed.,  1884. 

Uoy.  Davis’  inaugural  is  favorably  spoken  [of]  by  all 
parties.  Gov.  Lincoln  departed  this  morning  for  Worces- 
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ter,  having'  sunxMiderod  the  chair  of  chief  maaisti'ate  to  liis 
successor.  lie  is  the  most  ])0|)ular  (fovernor,  perhaps, 
the  State  has  e\'er  had.  lie  lias  lieeii  elected  to  the  office 
nine  times  snceessively  and  declined  heiny-  considei'ed 
aa’ain  as  a  candidate. 

(fov.  Davis  told  me  this  morninir  tliat  he  had  been 
(fovernor  long  enough.  Ills  source  of  embarrassment 
yesterday  was  his  message;  but  today  he  is  thronged  with 
ai>})lications  for  ofhce.  Well  may  a  political  man  say, 
"Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  e\'il  thereof.’’ 

Mr.  Isaac  Mansfield,  a  successful  merchant  in  Boston, 
son  of  Rev.  Isaac  Mansfield  of  Marblehead,  invited  me  to 
spend  the  evening  at  Ins  house.  I  was  uncivil  enough  to 
tell  him  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  do  so,  and  yet 
I  never  Avent  near  him.  He  Avanted  to  be  civil  to  me 
because  I  had  been  civil  to  him  when  he  Avas  at  AVorccster 
last  summer.  But  I  haA  C  a  repugnance  to  going  anioni;' 
strangers  in  tins  way.  lie  has  got  forty  volumes  of  pam- 
lihlets  which  he  says  I  may  have.  I  must  not  lose  these. 
I  finished  my  labors  at  the  Athenannn. 

Jan.  28,  Thu.,  1884. 

I  saAv  a  prodigious  sacrifice  of  old  books  todav.^  TheA’ 
Avere  sold  at  auction,  being  near  tAvo  hundred  folio  volumes, 
d’hey  belonged  to  the  college  at  Bamberg  in  GermanAy  an 
institution  that  had  been  l)roken  ip)  by  Bona})arte.  TIica" 
Avere  sold  very  cheai),  not  averaging  more  than  one  dolhir 
a,  A'ohune.  d'hey  Avere  in  good  condition,  and  most  of 
them  in  hogskin  and  parchment  binding.  A  cO[)v  of 
.Vntoninus  in  o  aoIs.  folio,  Basil,  Ihlli,  and  one  of  flerome, 
in  4  A  ols.  fob,  l.hoy  both  in  good  c'ondition,  sold  for  one 
dollar  and  thirty-scA'en  cents  [)cr  A'olunie  !  !  ! 

’  Tills  was  iirob.ably  tbe  s.ale  advertised  in  the  /losfoii  Coiirirr  of  ,lany.  2’2,  IS.'U.  by 
.1.  n.  CuuniuKliaiu,  corner  of  Milk  and  Federal  Streets,  of  “  Kare  and  valnabie  old 
works  just  rei^eived  from  Oennany,  some  of  wbicli  are  the  earliest  speeimeus  of 
printing,  and  of  many  of  them  there  are  iio  duplicates  in  this  country.” 
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I  .sul)jeeted  to  one  mo.st  unexpected  Newranta- 

exjien.se.  1  hurst  iny  })autalooiis  and  Avas  coni-  Dollars! 
polled  to  purchase  a  nexv  pair,  the  break  being  so  bold  that 
I  dare  not  show  myself  in  them.  I  gaye  ten  dollars  for 
neiv  pair  and  ivas  horriblV  cheated.  How  tailors  will  bite  ! 

Jan.  24,  Fri.,  1834. 

For  two  reasons  T  concluded  to  return  to  IVorcester  in 
the  noon  stage  :  I  did  not  ivant  to  stay  aipy  longer,  and 
had  spent  all  my  money. 

I  left  Boston  at  one  and  reached  Worcester  at  seA'en  in 
the  eyening,  the  stage  on  wheels  ;  fare  two  dollars  and 
thirty  cents. 

From  the  time  of  getting  home  to  Jan.  30,  I  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  writing  a  lecture  to  be  deliyered  befoi'e  the 
Lyceum  in  this  town.  My  subject  was  the  oi'igin  of  the 
"American  Indian.’' 

Jan.  30,  Th.,  1834. 

This  eyening  I  deliyei'ed  a  lecture  before  the  AVorcester 
Lyceum.  I  had  a  very  full  house.  They  listened  to  me 
with  as  much  attention  as  though  a  much  greater  bodA'  had 
been  speaking.  So  true  it  is  that  they  Avho  show  tliem- 
selves  seldom  before  the  imblic'  are  treated  with  indulgence 
and  even  respect.  There  was  no  reason,  however,  in  this 
case,  Avhy  thew  should  have  been  so  res})ectful,  for  the 
lecture  occupied  an  hour  in  reading  and  aaus,  in  niA'cstima- 
tion,  a  stupid  and  sui)ei‘ficial  production. 

I  saAV  Mr.  Myrion  Clark  this  eyening  from  Manchester, 
Vt.,  Avho  is  a  tanner  in  that  place  and  a  sensible  man.  He 
gaye  me  these  facts  :  .lames  Clark  Avas  the  son  of  the  first 
emigrant  and  AA^as  born  at  NorAvich,  Con.,  or  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  died  at  Sliaftsbury,  Vt.,  in  1792,  at  the  age  of 
84.  He  had  Jeremiah  and  Daniel  at  Norwich,  Con. 
Daniel  liyed  at  Plainfield,  Con.,  and  commanded  a  com- 
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pany  of  militia  at  the  battle  of  Stihvater,  N.  Y.,  in  Sept., 
1777.  Upon  his  death,  his  ))ody  was  removed  to  Shafts- 
l)nry  and  there  ))uried  l)y  his  l)rother  Jeremiah.  lie  was 
yoimg’er  than  Jeremiali  and  had  a  laro-e  family.  Jeremiah 
had  fJeremiah,  who  is  now  livino:  at  Nelson,  Mad.  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Avhither  he  went  in  1790.  He  was  ))orn  at  what 
is  now  Preston,  Con.  lie  is  now  70  oi'  thereabouts. 
Roul)en,  anotlier  son,  was  drowned  at  21.  James  was  the 
oldest  and  died  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  his  monu¬ 


ment  was  the  first  one  erected  in  Shaftsl)ury.  lie  died 
while  on  his  refurn  from  camp,  at  the  aye  of  al)Out  21. 
Kbenezer,  the  youngest  son,  lives  on  the  old  place  at 
Shaftsl)ury,  and  is  now  about  (hi.  Henry  died  Nov.  31, 
1800,  aged  37.  He  died  at  Hoosack,  N.  Y.  Tlie  P>urling- 
ton  battle  was  on  his  farm.  Jeremiah,  the  father  of  the 
al)ove,  whose  name  frequently  occurs  in  the  Vermont  State 
Pai)ers,  died  at  Shaftsbury  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  84.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  who  settled  in  that  place. 

Myrion,  Avho  gave  the  a1)ove,  is  the  son  of  Henry,  and 
was  l)orn  at  Hoosack,  in  1790.  He  told  me  this  story  : _ 

Mathew  Lyon,  formerly  a  member  of  C’ongress  from 
Vermont  (before  1800,  I  think),  lived  at  C'astleton,  Vt., 
and  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  ^  He  married  a  daughter  of 
old  Ctov.  Thomas  Chittenden, ^  and  left  Vermont  about 


1800  and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  he  died.  C'hittenden 
Lyon,  now  a  meml)er  of  Congress  from  Kentucky,  is  Ids 
son.  After  Mathew  had  settled  in  Kentucky,  who  was  not 
of  the  best  polish  as  to  education  and  refinement  [his 

Mathew  Lyon  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  Vermont  1798-1801,  he  afterwards 
'  ed  to  Kentneky  and  represented  tliat  state  in  Oonifress  1803-lSll. 

Ilorvtw  (If"”!  (during  his  first  year  in  tliat  liodv)  witli 

attenuate  ^ (1795-1805),  occasioned  greatexc.tement  and  an 
rougli  caric'u'  (-ingress.  Tins  occurrence  w.as  made  the  snbiect  of  a 

Lyonan.l  (Iriswb  Fight  in  Congress  between 

d  1  el)j  .  1.),  1,98.  Underneath  tlie  ])ictnre  were  tlie  words 
“  He  in  a  trice  struck  (iriswold  thrice 
Upon  liis  liead,  enraged,  sir; 

Wlio  seized  tlie  tongs  to  ease  liis  wrongs, 

„  rp,  _  And  (iriswold  thus  engaged,  sir  ” 

-  Ihomas  ClnttendL  ,,,^8  the  first  Governor  of  Vermont. 
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’^vife]  took  it  into  her  head  that  she  would  pay  a  visit  to 
her  fatlier  at  Arlington,  her  native  place,  where  her  father 
resided.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  she  undertook  the 
journey  on  horseback  and  alone,  having  no  companion, 
liesides  a  small  child  which'she  carried  in  her  arms.  She 
accomplished  the  journey  and  returned  safe  to  her  husband. 
It  is  said  that  in  crossing  a  river  in  Ohio  where  it  was 
thought  to  be  difficult,  a  gentleman  who  happened  to  be 
at  the  ford  offered  to  take  her  child  and  cany  it  over  for 
her.  While  in  the  midst  of  the  current  his  horse  stum¬ 
bled  and,  to  save  himself,  he  threw  the  baby  into  the 
stream  and  made  the  best  of  his  Avay  to  the  liank.  Madame 
Lyon  seeing  the  jeopardy  her  child  was  in,  dismounted 
instantly  and  caught  the  child  as  it  was  sinking.  ILndng 
remounted  the  beast  in  the  river,  she  passed  over  and  thus 
addressed  the  affrighted  traveller:  "Yon  Idockhead  !  how 
}  on  \  e  treated  my  baby!  Ilou  are  a  miserable  white-liv¬ 
ered,  cowardly  rascal,  and  deserve  to  be  shot  at  the  first 
camp  we  come  to.’’ 


Feb.  1,  Sat.,  1834. 

Yesterday  I  began  making  a  Catalogue  of  the  Pamphlets 
I  obtained  from  Boston.  My  zeal  for  pamphlets  came 
nigh  being  qnenched  by  the  labor  there  is  in  making  a 
catalogue  of  them.  I  was  very  busily  occupied  through 
fourteen  days  in  making  an  aii)hal)etical  list  only  f)f  a))ont 
five  hundred.  But  patience  and  perseverance  Avdll  accoin- 
})lish  anything. 

In  the  evenings  of  the  first  week  in  this  month,  I  ju'c- 
pared  a  third  edition  of  "  Goodwin’s  Town  Officer  ”  for  the 
press.'  I  am  emplojmd  by  Dorr  and  Howland,  the 
publishers,  and  they  are  to  pay  me  seventy-five  dollars — 

1  Isaac  Goodwin  was  a  memlier  of  the  Council  of  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  and  lived  on  Lincoln  Street,  Worcester,  in  a  house  still  standinjr'.  't'he  first 
edition  of  the  “Town  Officer”  was  imblished  in  1825,  the  second  edition  with  the 
title  “  New  Enjiland  Sheriff  or  Digest  of  the  Duties  of  Civil  Officers  ”  in  1830,  the 
third  edition  in  1831,  and  another  in  183T,  edited  by  Benjamin  F.  Thomas. 
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fifty  doIliU’.s  ill  cash,  and  twenty-five  dollars  to  he  {laid  in 
hooks.  All  iny  duty  consists  in  adding  the  statutes  that 
have  heen  {lasscd  since  March,  1829.  It  is  a  very  {lutter- 
ing-  hnsiness,  and  disgusting  in  the  extreme,  from  the  silly 
and  ahsnrd  laws  I  was  ohiiged  to  read  over.  The  labor  is 
not  without  some  {irofit  to  me,  for  I  find  that  I  have  very 
great  occasion  to  he  grateful  that  T  am  an  antiijuary  and 
not  a  lawyer ;  and,  liesides,  I  am  admonished  how  much 
need  there  is  of  a  snitahle  re{‘)entance  for  the  mischief  1 
was  gniltv  of  while  I  was  in  the  {irofession.  Good  God! 
I  loir  (jnick  a  man’s  heart  liecomes  hardened  wdiose  duties 
reijnire  him  to  collect  another  man’s  debts  !  AVho  has  any 
res{iect  for  a  {lolice  officer,  ivliether  he  he  judge,  constable 
or  attorney?  And  there  is  but  very  little  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  lawyer  of  a  criminal  or  civil  conrt.  They  are  very 
imich  the  same  creature.  But  my  conscience  should  be 
easy  on  one  score — I  never  had  any  love  for  the  {irofession. 
Bnt  this  is  a  digression. 


Feb.  14,  1834. 

Governor  Lincoln  gave  me  todai"  about  four  hundred 
{iam{)hlets  !  !  They  are  mostly  {lolitical. 

I  wrote,  week  liefore  last,  a  biogra{)hical  sketch  of  the 
Hon.  Jonas  Sibley  of  Sutton,  who  died  there  Feb.  5,  in 
his  seventy-tliird  year.  I  knew  him  very  well.  lie  had 
been  sick  many  weeks,  and  I  had  {)re{)ared  the  notice  of 
him  long  before  he  was  dead.  It  was  inserted  in  the 
ILorce.s'Ar  (Jonnty  Repnhlican  on  the  12th,  and  contains 
my  o{)inion  of  his  character,  exactly.  I  will  not  eulogise 
any  man,  dead  or  alive,  at  the  ex{)ense  of  truth.  While  I 
was  in  {lartnershi})  with  his  only  son,  ,Ionas  Leonard 
Sibley,  in  Sutton,  now  Marshall  of  the  District  of  IMassa- 
chusetts,  1  sa,w  him  every  day.  He  had  been  a  member  of 
onr  State  Legislature  almost  every  year  from  LSOli  to 
1830,  and,  of  course,  was  {lersonally  ac({uainted  with  the 
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principal  men  of  Mas8achnsetts  (Inrino’  that  time.  lie 
knew  everybody,  almost,  and  there  was  no  end  to  his 
anecdotes.  It  is  source  of  reoyet  with  me  now  that  I 
did  not  chronicle  much  that  he  told  me.  His  menioiu’  was 
o-ood,  and  many  facts  relatino-  to  the  Eeyolution  were 
interesting’,  and  of  that  kind  which  give  a  better  ac(|uaint- 
ance  with  the  peculiar  character  and  spirit  of  the  times 
than  can  be  found  from  any  history.  I  look  back  upon 
my  residence  in  Sutton  as  a  yery  pleasant  part  of  my  life. 
I  went  there  the  (1th  of  Noyember,  1830,  and  remained 
there  just  one  year,  when  I  receiyed  my  appointment  as 
Librarian  of  the  American  Anti(|uarian  Society.  I  had 
little  to  do  with  the  Law,  as  tliere  Avas  little  Imsiness  that 
year.  I  Acent  aAvay  and  returned  Avhen  I  chose,  and  had 
all  manner  of  independence.  I  Avas  yery  busy  most  of 
the  time  in  collecting  materials  for  a  histoiw  of  the  Town. 
I  have  the  materials  by  me  uoav,  and  propose,  at  some 
conyenient  day,  to  reduce  tlieni  to  order  and  giA^e  them  to 
the  [uibliek. 

Feb.  17,  MoiuL,  1834. 

This  day  Aye  yoted  for  a  memlier  of  Congress  to  succeed 
his  Fxcellency  CxOAmmor  DaAus.  Ex-Gov.  Lincoln  Avas  the 
candidate  of  the  National  Republican  party  and  received 
throughont  the  district  overAvhehning  majorities  of  vtites. 
Isaac  Davis,  Esip,  Avas  the  Jackson  candidate. 

Gov.  Lincoln  received  the  nomination  with  great  reluct¬ 
ance.  He  is  thought  by  many  to  be  insincere  when  he 
says  that  lie  does  not  icant  to  go  to  Congress.  I  am 
satisfied  that  he  siioaks  as  he  thinks.  lie  saws  that,  his 
expenses  during  the  time  he  has  been  governor  haA'e 
eiiualled  his  salary,  and  ho  has  not  sufficient  pro[)erty  to 
justify  his  hiAung  upon  his  oars.  lie  had  resolved  Avhen 
he  declined  being  a  candidate  for  governor  to  return  to  the 
])ractice  of  law,  and  by  this  method  retrieve  his  fortune. 
He  has  property  enough,  such  as  it  is,  but  it  is  mostly  in 


272 


American  Anticjuarian  Society. 

real  estate.  Ills  liospitality  is  generous  and  such  as 
l)ecomes  a  chief  magistrate,  and  there  is  something  quite 
l)arl)arons  in  that  public  sentiment  which  requires  a  party 
le.ader  to  sacrifice  his  own  interests  to  tlie  paltry  adyantages 
of  political  trium})h.  I  am  rejoiced,  howeyer,  that  he  has 
been  elected  in  this  instance,  ))ecause  he  is  umjuestionably 
the  strongest  man  in  the  district  and  must  sustain  a  high 
reputation  in  Congress.  I  gaye  mj  yote  for  him  with 
great  pleasure. 

Feb.  19,  Wed.,  1834. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  the  firm  of  How,  Jackson  &  Co.,  made 
some  inquiry  of  me  touching  my  lecture  before  the 
Lyceum  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  30,  and  told  me  this  story. 
He  was  born  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.,  l)ut  has  spent  most  of 
his  days  in  Maine.  In  1818  &  19,  he  was  employed  in 
clearing  up  a  township  for  settlement,  which  lies  above 
Liioll  at  LImbagog  Lake.  There  lived  near  by  an  ancient 
Indian  l)y  the  name  of  Metalluc.  His  residence  was 
several  miles  from  any  inhabitant ;  not  even  any  Indians 
being  in  that  quarter.  Mr.  Jackson  saw  him  more  or  less 
every  week.  He  was  then  about  eighty  years  old,  and  is 
still  living.  He  came  originally  from  a  tribe  in  Canada, 
a  great  many  years  ago,  having  committed  a  murder  there, 
which  compelled  him  to  flee  to  this  place  as  a  retreat  from 
the  vindictive  fury  of  the  murdered  ludian’s  relations. 
The  occasion  of  the  murder  ^vas,  that  upon  the  death  of 
the  (‘hief,  Metalluc  and  this  person  Av^hom  he  sIcav  Avere  the 
two  (candidates  ter  succeed  to  the  chieftainship.  He  found 
him  one  day  alone  and  seized  the  opportunity  to  dispatch 
him.  This  fact  was  aftei'ward  disclosed  and  he  fled  to  this 
Avild  and  secluded  region  for  safety. 

He  lives  wholly  by  hunting.  His  Avife  died  many  jmars 
ago  and  he  had  showed  to  Mr.  Jackson  the  place  of  her 
burial,  which  Avas  on  the  Aiulroscoggin.  The  bocL"  Avas 
enclosed  in  birch  bark.  There  Avas  buried  Avith  it 
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musket,  |)ii)e,  tobacco,  skins  of  animals,  and  many  other 
articles  which  he  supposed  she  might  want  in  the  next 
world.  But  Avhat  was  very  singular,  and  unknown  to  me 
before,  was  that  he  killed  nine  of  his  dogs,  which  were 
hounds  and  curs,  and  buried  them  near  to  her  I)ody.  He 
gave  as  a  reason  for  doing  this,  that  it  was  according  to 
the  custom  of  his  tril)e,  who  had  learned  it  from  tlieir 
fathers . 

Metal  Inc  had  once  exchanged  his  Avife.  The  one  that 
acconn)anied  him  in  his  retreat  had  brought  him  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  and  as  he  foresaAV^  that  her  season  of  fruitfulness  Avas 
not  near  an  end,  he  sent  her  l)ack  to  Canada,  children  and 
all,  and  })rocnred  a  l)arren  one  in  her  place,  saying  that 
"papooses  and  hunting  no  go  together.”  At  her  death  he 
Avatched  by  the  body  lune  days,  saying  that  he  Avas  not 
certain  but  that  she  Avas  in  a  trance. 

He  says  that  Avhen  he  gets  old  he  shall  again  rejoin  his 
tribe  in  Canada  and  lay  his  bones  Avith  those  of  his  ances¬ 
tors. 

I  AA^as  invited  this  eAmning  to  a  jAarty  at  IMr.  [John] 
M  right's,  the  head  of  the  female  academy.  I  Avas  too 
unAvell  to  attend  and  sent  an  ajAology.  He  is  a  native  of 
'Westford,  and  Avas  my  classmate  at  Cambridge.  His  Avife 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Judge  Prescott  of  Groton, 
a  lady  of  line  mind  and  accomplishments.^ 

Feb.  20,  Thurs.,  1884. 

I  Avais  visited  at  the  Anticpiarian  Hall  this  moian'ng  l)v 
the  venerable  William  AVoodbridge,  noAV  of  Utica,  Ncav 
York.  He  is  in  his  eightieth  year,  and  AA^as  born  at  Glas- 
teidAiiry,  Con.  He  AA^as  a  classmate  at  Yale  College  AA'ith 
Noah  AYebster,  and  has  been  a  schoolmaster  for  fifty  years  ! 
He  AA-as  the  first  Preceptor  of  Philli})s’  Academy,  Pixetcr, 
N.  H.,  from  1783  to  1788,  Avhen,  from  ill-health,  he 


1  Mr.  Wright  afterwards  had  charge  of  the  Latin  Grammar  School,  AA'orcester. 
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was  out  of  l)u.siiicsw  foi- about  a  year.  lu  17H!)  he  opened 
a  school  for  young  ladies  at  Medford,  Mass.,  which  he  says 
was  the  first  female  ac-ademy  ever  opened  in  this  country. 
He  says  that  his  })roject  was  much  laughed  at,  and  ))oth  he 
and  his  pu])ils  wei’c  looked  upon  with  great  contempt. 
People  used  to  ask  him  deridiugly,  if  he  intended  to  learn 
the  girls  how  to  calculate  eclvpses  ?  During  ten  years  he 
Avas  in  a  school  at  NeAvark,  X.  J.  Ilis  son  is  the  author 
of  the  school  Geography  and  Atlas  and,  I  believe,  some 
other  books  for  education. 

He  had  all  the  airs  and  dry  humor  of  an  old  i)edai>-oo-ue 
about  him.  I  laughed  heartily  to  hear  him  complain  of 
the  innovations  that  have  been  introduced  into  the  system 
of  education.  "When,”  said  he,  "Avill  peoi)le  l)e  done 
trying  experiments?  There  are  several  conceited  fops 
now  at  Avork  attempting  to  palm  off  upon  the  community 
their  crude  and  impracticable  schemes  in  the  work  of 
instruction.  There’s  Noah  Webster,  old  as  he  is,  is  as  full 
of  changes  as  the  moon.  Do  but  look  at  his  productions. 

I  have  been  striving  for  more  than  half  a  century  to  }nit 
doAvn  his  Si)elling  Book.  But  cui  hono?  It  is  in  use 
everywhere.  And  there  is  his  great  dictionary,  Avhich  he 
calls  his  ’opus  viarjnum’ ;  Avhat  is  it  but  a  great  evil. 

‘  Msyo-  Ihfihdv  Aleya  haxtr^.’  Blit  alas,  teinpom  iinitanf'ur  ef 
nos  mulamur  in  illis.  AYe  can  make  no  iiroyress  m  the 
great  work  of  education  until  avc  return  to  the  point 
fioni  Avhich  avwa  ha\  e  diAmrg’ed  ;  but,  Jric  lobov,  hoc  opus 
est,  and  I  fear  it  is  noAv  too  late  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
an  object.” 

lie  introduced  his  latin  so  thickly  that  I  could  not 
remember  half  of  it.  Before  he  left,  I  sat  doAvn  and  Avrote 
him  a  letter,  reijuesting  him  to  giAm.  an  account  of  his 
labors  as  an  instructor  Avhen  he  should  return  to  Utica,  and 
Avdth  any  facts  connected  with  his  life  Avhich  he  mioht 
think  of  any  interest. 
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Fcl).  21,  Frid.,  18d4. 

I  w;is  vi, sited  today  l)y  R.  ('.  Royee,  Fs<|.,  of  Rutland, 
Vermont.  He  is  a  lawyer  at  that  place  and  now  about 
tliirtv-hve.  He  is  au  ac(|Uaintanee  of  iMr.  Salisbury.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  a  copy  of  the  Vermont  Statutes  i)rinted 
in  177<S,  which  Slade,  in  his  Vermont  State  Papers,  says 
was  not  to  be  found.  Mr.  Royee  kindly  i)romised  to  give 
me  his  copy  and  I  gave  him  directions  how  to  send  it  to 
me. 

I  spent  the  evening  at  Mr.  Salisbury’s,  where  I  met 
Waldo  Flint  and  wife  from  Leicester,  and  the  wife  of  his 
brother.  Dr.  Edwurrd  Flint.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Fmerson  oi  Norwich,  Vt.,  who,  I  thiidv,  was  a  native  of 
ro])sfield.  Mass.  I  talked  with  Mr.  Royee  much  about 
Ethan  Allen,  and  he  promised  to  find  for  me  some  of  his 
manuscripts.  I  was  })leased  to  hud  that  he  thought  Avell 
of  him,  and  expressed  much  satisfaction  that  a  life  of  him 
had  been  nndertaken  by  Hugh  Moore.  He  gave  me  to 
understand  tiiat  he  had  apprehensions  that  the  book  Avould 
not  be  so  good  as  might  be  expected. 


Feb.  24,  Mond.,  1834. 

It  has  been  enstomary  in  this  town,  as  it  has  all  over  the 
country,  to  regard  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  of 
February  as  a  season  of  merrymaking,  it  being  the  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  birth  of  (deorge  Washington.  The  day 
falling  on  Saturday,  Monday  was  made  to  take  its  i)lace, 
and  we  celebrated  it  by  a  ball  at  the  hall  of  the  ^Worcester 
C’otfee  House.  J  was  one  of  the  managers.  About  thiifu" 
gentlemen  and  as  many  ladies  were  })resent.  The  eveidny 
was  passed  veiy  pleasantly.  1  danced  every  time.  Our 
musick  was  composed  of  two  violins,  an  octave  flute, 
clarionet,  bass  violin  and  an  instrument  called  a  trombone. 
We  danced  cotillions  and  contra  dances  alternately,  and 
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kei)t  it  u])  with  gmit  diligence  imtil  2  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Our  hill  was  four  dollars  each. 

Fcl).  25,  Tues.,  lSo4. 

I  have  ))een  engaged  for  the  last  two  weeks,  in  tlie 
evenings,  in  reading  Boswell’s  life  of  Dr.  Johnson,  and  it 
has  afforded  me  great  amusement.  I  had  read  it  before, 
hut  the  new  edition  contains  a  great  many  notes,  which 
furnish  a  veiy  com})lete  history  of  the  literature  of  England 
for  the  last  half  of  the  last  century.  dVhen  I  read  this 
book  I  am  alternately  mad  and  pleased  all  the  Avay  through 
it — mad  at  the  insolence  and  coarseness  of  Johnson,  and 
pleased  with  the  scru})ulous  fidelity  Avith  Avhich  BosavcH 
minutes  down  everything  he  says  and  does.  Johnson  and 
BosAvell  Avere  made  on  })urpose  for  each  other  ;  Don  Quixote 
and  Saneho  Panza  were  not  more  opportuneB"  associated 
together.  Tavo  such  persons  can  be  scarceD  expected  to 
meet  again. 

Dr.  Johnson  gives  his  opinion  al)out  kee})ing  -ti  diaiw 
Avhich,  in  my  huml)le  judgment,  is  arrant  nonsense.  He 
Avould  have  it  contain  an  account  of  one’s  thoughts.  To 
kee})  such  a  diary  Avould  recpiire  one’s  Avhole  time,  and 
Avhat  benefit  could  be  derived  from  it?  AVhat  he  saAAs  in 
relation  to  recording  the  course  of  one’s  readino-  is  verA" 
liroper.  Every  diary  must  contain  more  [or]  less  non¬ 
sense.  I  put  things  down  just  as  they  occur  to  my  mind. 

I  have  only  one  rule,  Avhich  is  accuracy.  If  I  am  uncer¬ 
tain  as  to  any  facts  I  omit  them  Avholhu  There  may  lie 
great  use  made  of  a  journal  if  kept  iiroperly.  I  have 
often  thought  that  I^ie  Sage  must  have  kept  a  very  minute 
one,  for  in  all  his  writings  that  I  have  seen  he  excels  in 
making  all  his  characters  say  exactly  Avhat  they  ought  to 
say.  He  never  makes  a  caricature.  By  making  notes  of 
Avhat  he  heard  different  i)eople  say,  he  described  according 
to  nature,  Avhich  Avill  always  jilease.  I  Avill  illustrate  this 
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hy  an  anecdote  of  my  friend  Alvan  Fi.dier,  the  landscape 
])aint.er,  of  Boston.  He  passed  the  snimner  of  lSo2  in 
A\  orcester,  and  I  was  \vdth  him  more  t)r  less  every"  day  for 
three  months.  AYe  were  walking  through  the  street,  and 
near  by  ns  two  large  dogs  met  and  immediateh"  yvent  to 
tlghting.  They  fought  most  territieally.  They  were  only 
a  feyy  feet  from  ns,  and  I  yvas  much  alarmed  for  a  moment 
lest  I  should  be  bitten.  It  oecnrred  to  me  at  once  that 
h  isher  would  rememlyer  the  scene  and  make  a  i)icture  out 
of  it.  I  turned  round  to  speak  to  him  and  I  yvas  surprised 
to  find  that  he  y\"as  doAvn  on  one  knee  yv"ith  paper  ujion  the 
other,  pencil  in  hand,  and  steadily  looking  off  in  another 
direction  from  the  scene  of  combat.  It  turned  out  that 
at  the  moment  the  two  dogs  cncoimtered  each  other,  a 
small  lap  dog  belonging  to  Dr.  Park,  being  \"ery  much 
frightened,  had  tied  to  the  other  side  of  the  street  for 
safety,  and  was  there  standing,  as  a  sjiectator  of  the  fight. 
Its  attitude  was  most  iieculiar,  and  it  was  this  which  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  artist,  and  before  the  la})  dog 
had  moved  he  had  made  a  most  })erfeet  transci’i})t  of  the 
position  of  two  of  its  legs.  He  then  added  the  other 
{)arts  of  the  animal  and  laid  the  drawing  awav  in  his  })ort- 
folio,  to  be  introduced  into  a  })icture  as  he  might  hay^e 
occasion.  By  this  method,  he  yvould  have  a  striking 
})icture.  It  would  be  true  to  nature,  and  he  told  me  that 
it  yvas  his  constant  jiractice  to  make  such  sketches  and  he 
had  then  only  to  transcribe  them  u})on  canvass,  and  he  felt 
certain  that  he  y\"as  right.  And  so  it  is  yvith  a  diary,  if  yve 
put  doyvn  conversation  as  it  is  uttered.  AVe  must  record 
it  at  the  time,  and  yvith  the  same  fidelity  that  Air.  Fisher 
did  in  the  case  of  the  la})  dog. 

AVed.,  2(i  Feb.,  FSdf. 

d'his  evening  [there]  yvas  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
A[merican]  A[nti(|mirian]  S[ociety]  at  mv  room.  These 

meetings  are  held  the  last  AVedncsday-  in  each  month,  and 
19 
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;ire  very  i)leas;int.  I  jiiii  .sorry  to  say  that  the  ('ouiieil  s[)eiul 
too  much  time  iu  talking’  about  politics.  The\'  neo'leet  no 
Imsiness  tliat  re((uires  tlieir  attention.  I  should  wish  to 
discourse  upon  subjects  befitting’  anti(iuarios,  who  certainly 
ought  to  be  above  ])olities. 

27.  Phis  evening  I  ])layed  at  backgammon  with  the 
Ivev.  P)r.  Bancroft.  I  [)lay  with  him  once  nearlv  every 
week. 

I  had  a  visit  to<lay  from  Pibenezer  I^righam,  a  native  of 
Hhrewsbury,  Mass.,  and  now  residing  at  the  Blue  Mounds, 
in  the  Michigan  Territory.  This  ])lace  is  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  northwest  of  Ciiicago,  (iO  north  of  Galena  and 
five  hundred  north  of  >St.  Tjouis.  lie  Avas  engac’ed  in  the 
war  against  the  Indians  in  1831  &  2,  and  had  many  narroAv 
escaj)es.  He  knew  George  P\)rce,  Avho  Avas  barl)arouslv 
nmideied  by  the  kSacs  before  his  eyes.  He  Avas  condni*' 
into  the  garrison  from  tlie  field  where  he  had  been  at  A\x)rk 
Avhen  he  Avas  overtaken  by  the  Indians,  shot,  skalped,  his 
arms,  legs  and  head  cut  off  and  his  heart  taken  out  and  car¬ 
ried  off  u])on  the  })oint  of  a  })ole  !  They  Avere  bcA’ond  the 
leach  of  small  arms.  I  his  Mr.  p’orce  Avas  a  natii'e  of 
Biookfield,  IMass.,  and,  I  think,  Avas  second  cousin  to  niA' 
mother.  A  })erson  by  the  name  of  Green,  from  ShrcAVs- 
bury,  Avas  also  killed  at  the  same  time. 

I\Ii.  Biigham  s})oke  of  the  Indians  in  the  same  manner 
that  our  ancestors  do.  He  made  use  of  vci’A"  positive 
language.  He  gave  them  no  (|uarter.  And  I  have  never 
seen  any  i)erson  yet  Avho  had  been  intimate  Avith  the  Indians 
l)ersonally  who  had  any  sort  of  respect  for  them.  Mr. 
Brigham  is  the  uncle  of  David  T.  Brigham,  Es,j.,  an 
attorney  iu  Worcester,  and  is  noAv  about  forty-five. 

INIarch  3,  M.,  1334. 

During  the  last  four  days  I  have  been  grievously  exer¬ 
cised  with  the  sick  headache. 

1  find  that  there  are  little  iiatches  of  time  Avhich  I  lose. 
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which  luight  he  tunied  to  some  iirotitahle  account.  I  liave 
lesolved  to  miply  them  to  the  discharo-e  of  an  oliligatioii  I 
urn  under  to  Mr.  [John  S.  C.]  Ivnowlton,  the  editor  of  the 
Palladium,  a  new  pafieigpidilished  in  this  town,  liavino- 
lately  licen  erected  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Xational 
and  Massachusetts  1  eoman,  which,  a  few  months  ago,  were 
united  into  one.  He  gives  to  our  library  severaf  hies  of 
newspa})ers  that  he  receives  in  exchange  for  his  own,  and  I 
have  pro})osed  to  reijuite  the  favor,  in  part,  by  furnishing 
him  a  series  of  essays.  I  have  been  much  troubled  to  hud 
a  name  for  them,  but  have  concluded  to  pass  them  off 
under  the  name  of  the  ”  Reformer.”  I  shall  not  take  much 
pains  with  them,  as  nobody  will  know  who  writes  them, 
not  even  Mr.  Knowlton  himself. 


March  5,  l8o4. 

I  attemh'  a  jiarty  this  evening  at  Fred.  W.  Paine’s.  His 
lilirarv  contains  about  three  thousand  volumes,  and  amomr 
them  are  many  good  liooks  ;  that  which  I  most  covet  is 
Pinkerton’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  in  18  vols.,  4to,  Loud., 
bound  in  full  Russia.^  He  has  a  fine  collection  of  medals, 
which  he  says  cost  him  five  hundred  dollars.  The  object 
of  this  [larty  was  to  show  off  two  young  ladies  bv  the 
name  of  Sturgis,  from  Boston,  neices  to  Mrs.  Paine  and 
sisters  to  my  classmate,  Xathaniel  Russell  Sturyis. 


Mar.  (i,  1884. 

Phis  evening  a  lecture  was  delivered  befm'e  the  Lvceuin 
by  Fmory  Washburn,  Iiisip,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  I 
took  tea  Avith  iMrs.  Burt  and  <>'ot  badB'  beaten  at  backnam- 
mon,  Avhicli  excused  me  from  attending  the  lecture. 

’  This  “  Collection  ”  is  now  in  the  Lihrai-y  of  the  Antiquarian  Society,  haviiifi' 
been  |)resente(l  by  the  Rev.  Oeor^e  Sturgis  Paine.  It  is  in  17  vols.,  4to.,  Loiuloii, 
1808-1814. 
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Mmv.  7,  1834. 

This  evening  I  attended  a  party  at  Mr.  Salishurv’s.  I 
niot  there  a  Miss  IIul)l)ard,  daughter  of  the  lion.  iMr. 
llnl)l)ard  of  (Tarlestown,  N.  II.,  and  now  a  niend)ei'  of 
('ongress  from  that  plane. ‘  He  is  a  warm  Jaekson-man 
a,nd  his  daughter  is  a  warm  ])olitieian  of  the  same  kidney, 
hut  still  a  very  interesting,  beautiful  &  eharming  lady. 
She  has  passed  one  winter  at  the  seat  of  government  which 
has  almost  spoiled  her. 

Mar.  8,  1834. 

Tempestuous  and  rains  ail  day,  and  the  snow  entirely 
disa})j)ears.  The  weather  through  the  ’wiutei’  has  been 
^'ery  uniform,  tho’  not  remarkably  cold.  The  sleiMiirm 

iT'  Jr 

was  uniformly  good  for  three  months. 

George  A.  Tufts,  Es(i.,  of  Dudley,  si)ent  the  day  with 
me  at  the  .:Vnti( piarian  Hall.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bar 
of  ATorcester  Clounty,  and  the  only  son  of  the  Hon.  Aaron 
Fnfts  of  Dudley.  He  is  now  about  thirty-six.  His  father 
was  I)orn  in  Charlestown,  near  Boston,  about  1772.  He 
left  there  when  he  was  oidy  three  or  four  years  old,  and 
accomj)aided  his  niothei'  (whose  maiden  name  was  Stone) 
to  Woodstock,  her  husband  haying  died  shortly  before  at 
Charlestown.  At  Woodstock  she  married  Capt.  Benjamin 
Hyon,  with  w^hom  Aaron  liv^ed  until  he  Av^as  seyenteen, 
w4ien  he  left  him  and  went  to  Lebanon,  Con.,  wiiere  he 
applied  himself  to  study,  preparatory  to  entering  n[)on  a 
profession.  Upon  leaying  Lebanon,  he  went  to  Dudley, 
Mass.,  and  eonnneiu'ed  the  study  of  medieine  under  Dr. 
Kliot  Eaton,  a  sueeessfid  ))raetitioner  in  that  place.  He 
remained  wdth  him  until  ho  wnis  ready  to  ride,  Avhen  he 
abandoned  the  idea  of  practice  and  went  into  the  business 
of  trade  in  that  towm.  He  WTiit  to  Dudley  abont  1791. 

'.Incite  Henry  Hubbard  was  a  prominent  Democratic  politician  of  New  Haiui)- 
sliire  and  member  of  Congress  1829^835,  V.  S.  Senator  1835-1841,  and  Oovernor  of 
N.  H.  1842-3.  He  died  at  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  ,Ian.  6,  1867. 


2«1 


Diary  of  ChristojDer  C.  Bahhrhi. 

He  niavried  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Barker  of  Worces¬ 
ter,  Avho  kept  the  pul)lie  house  w  here  the  Worcester  Coffee 
House  •  is  now-  kei)t,  near  the  Court  House.  Capt.  Barker 
came  to  A\  oreester  from  Sudbury,  wiiere  iMrs.  Tufts  Avas 
born.  He  died  about  1800.  His  sons  uoav  reside  at 
Bangor,  iMe.  Cue  of  them,  John,  AA’as  formerh^  a  partner 
of  iMr.  1  lifts  at  Dudley.  George  is  uoav  eapt.  of  a  steam 
boat  that  runs  from  Boston  to  one  of  the  ports  in  Maine. 
Mr.  Tufts  has  1)een  a  mem))er  of  tlie  Mass.  Legislature  for 
moie  than  tAventy  years.  He  has  been  in  the  Senate,  in 
the  Couni'il,  one  of  the  rfudges  of  the  Court  of  Sessions, 
and  afterw'ards  one  of  the  Count}"  Commissioners.  He  is 
a  straightforw-ard,  practical  man,  and,  w"ithal,  honest  and 
sensible. 

His  son,  George  A.,  AA^as  graduated  at  HarA"ard  in  1817, 

I  think,  studied  his  profession  Ayith  the  Hon.  Leyi  Liiicolu 
and  has  alAA'ays  liA'ed  in  Dudley.  He  has  a  good  re})ntatioii 
as  a  laAvyer. 

iMarcli  11,  M.,  1834. 

Played  at  liackgammon  with  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  and 
beat  him  soundly.  His  Avife  says  that  she  plays  at  this 
game  Ayith  him  eyery  night,  from  9  to  10,  and  as  he  is 
generally  A"ictorions  she  rejoices  at  my  good  hick. 

March  13,  M.,  1834. 

I  must  account  this  one  of  the  hai)i)iest  days  of  my  life. 

I  receiyed  early  in  the  morning  a  copy  of  the  ''Bibliotheca 
Britanica,”  by  Robert  Watt,  in  4  yols.,  4to,  Edinburgh, 
1824,  for  AAdiich  I  paid  thirty-eight  dollars.  T  purcliased 
it  foi-  the  Library,  by  direction  of  the  Society,  and  Mr. 
[Samuel]  Jennison,  the  treasurer,  gaye  me  money  to  pay 
for  it,  and  I  gaye  him  my  receipt.  It  is  an  exceedingly 
good  book,  and  I  do  not  comprehend  hoAv  I  haye  done  so 
long  Avithont  it.  I  haye  been  in  })nrsnit  of  it  for  four 


1  Now  called  the  Exchange  Hotel. 
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months.  It  has  often  occurred  to  me  how  I'nuch  we  want 
sucli  a  work  in  tliis  country,  and  since  T  have  l)een  Lil)i'a- 
rian,  I  have  uniformly  held  out  the  idea  that  our  Lil)rai-y 
was  desiii’ued  to  collect  all  the  productions  of  Amei’ican 
authoi-s.  T  shall  he,«;-in,  shoitljp  to  make  a  sort  of  Bihlio- 
theca  Americana,  hut  there  will  he  no  occasion  foi'  many 
notes  hecause  our  counti'y  is  so  new.  But  h^'  makini>'  such 
a  hook,  I  may  g’ct  some  fa, me,  and  of  all  fame  in  this  world 
the  fame  of  a  lihrarian  is  the  most  to  my  taste.  I  can  make 
a  work  of  this  description,  and  a  lustory  of  .Vmerican 
printing’  at  the  same  time. 

This  eyening-  I  attended  a  party  at  Gov.  I)a\'is’s.  lie 
was  not  there,  being  in  Boston. 

I  received  a  long  letter  toda}'  from  mv  cousin,  Emory 
Force  Warren,  Es(j.,  of  Kennydy’s  iNIills,  Chatamjue 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  young  lawyer  of  2.3,  and  is 
already  married  !  He  is  the  son  of  Peter  Wai’ren,  Es(i., 
of  Gerry,  in  the  same  county,  who  married  the  sister  of 
mj  mother. 

March  17,  M.,  1834. 

I  set  out,  in  front  of  the  Antiquarian  Hall,  ten  locust 
trees,  which  I  i)rocured  from  the  nursery  of  AVilliam 
Lincoln.  I  hrought  them  on  my  l)ack  at  two  loads.  The 
trunks  are  about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  ground.  I 
haye  set  out  all  the  trees  that  are  now  growing  about  the 
hall.  1  had  the  help  of  two  men  one  day  and  they  planted 
so  badly  that  I  haye  been  coni})elled  to  pull  u])  what  they 
put  down  and  supply  others  in  their  place.  I  began  the 
planting  of  them  in  Noyember,  1832,  but  the  greatest  part 
of  them  was  iilanted  in  March  and  April,  1833.' 

March  24,  M.,  1834. 

I  had  a  visit  today  from  liobert  Peckham,  a  portrait 
painter.  He  now  liyes  in  IVestminster,  whei'c  he  has 

‘  Autuniariiui  Hall  was  on  Summer  Street  in  1834.  Part  of  the  liuildlnK  still 
remains,  but  the  trees  long  ago  disappearetl. 
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resided  for  the  [last]  twelve  years.  He  has  also  lived  in 
Boston  and  in  A'arions  other  places.  He  was  born  in 
Petersham  in  17.S5.  Ilis  father,  William,  was  born  at 
Bristol,  R.  I.,  in  1780,  and  is  now  living  at  Petersham,  in 
his  84th  year.  His  graildfatlier,  dohn,  was  born  also  in 
Bristol,  and  went  to  Petersham  about  17(;8,  and  died  there 
in  1708,  aged  70.  Robert,  the  painter,  never  received 
any  instruction  in  his  art.  He  is  not  distingnished  in  his 
profession,  tho’  he  sncceeds  tolerably  well  in  obtaining 
likenesses  and  has  always  gained  his  living  by  the  art. 
His  portraits  are  badly  colored  and,  sometimes,  are  langha- 
))le  caricatnres.  His  price  is  ten  dollars,  and  In’s  bnsiness 
is  almost  wholly  in  the  conntry.  I  have  in  some  instances 
seen  the  name  of  the  person  intended  to  be  painted  written 
upon  the  picture,  whicli  was  tlie  surest  way  of  identifying 
it.  He  is,  notwithstanding,  a  very  worthy  and  devout 
man. 

IMarch  27,  M.,  1834. 

On  Wednestlay  evening-I  was  invited  to  a  party  at  Rev. 
IMr.  Hill’s,  l)ut  did  not  attend  on  account  of  lameness  in 
one  of  nw  fingers.  I  thrust  a  thorn  into  it  al)ont  two 
weeks  ago,  the  point  of  which  was  left  dee})  in  the  flesh. 
It  now  pains  me  for  the  first  time,  and  ^vhat  adds  to  the 
misery  of  it,  I  learn  that  a  ])erson  died  in  the  town  this 
afternoon  from  a  similar  wound. 

I  will  say  a  word  here  about  the  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  col¬ 
league  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Aaron  Bancroft.  He  was  born  at 
Harvard,  Mass.,  -June  20,  1800.  He  was  graduated  at 
Hai'vard  College  in  1822.  In  1823-4  he  was  the  English 
preceptor  in  Leicester  Academy.  He  studied  theology  in 
the  school  connected  with  Harvard  Universitjy  and  was 
ordained  in  Worcester,  as  the  colleagne  of  Dr.  Bancroft, 
March  [28,  1827].  He  married  Miss  Clarke  of  Princeton, 
neice  of  the  Rev.  Samnel  Clarke,  a  Unitarian  clergyman, 
then  of  that  place,  in  1831,  but  now  settled  in  Uxbridge. 
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Mr.  Hill’s  father’s  name  is  Olivei',  who’’ was  l)()rn  in 
Harvard  in  1772.  His  o-i-aiulfather,  Samuel,  was  ))orn  at 
Stoneliam,  Mass.  ;  and  Ids  father  Avas  also  Samuel,  w  ho 
was  hoi'll  in  Leicester,  Eni>'land,  and  w'as  the  first  of  the 
family  in  this  country.  He  died  at  the  aye  of  aliout  30  of 
a  cancer.  Rev.  Mr.  Hill’s  mother’s  maiden  iiajiic  was 
(Toldsmith,  of  Harvard,  where  her  father  resided. 

iMarch  30,  1834. 

I  Avas  introduced  today  to  Dr.  Jonathan  Barher,  Pro¬ 
fessor  in  Harvard  University.  He  is  Avell-knoAvn  as  a 
convert  to  the  doctrines  of  l)rs.  Gall  &  Sjmrzheim,  and  is 
noA\  eminently  disting'iiished  as  a  lecturer  on  PhrenologA'. 
His  lectures  at  Salem  and  Providence  have  given  him  an 
established  reputation.  He  is,  iiersonallA’',  A'ery  communi¬ 
cative  and  most  furiously  devoted  to  Phrenoloo-y.  T  Aveiit 
Avith  him  to  the  Hosjiital  to  see  him  treat  the  humps  of  the 
patients  there,  and  found  him  very  pleasant  and  instructive 
in  his  ohserAnxtions  and  remarks  upon  them.  He  felt  of  iua' 
head  and  (|uite  surjirised  me  AA'ith  the  infoi'inatioii  that  I 
had  the  true  developments  of  the  anti(|uarian  taste,  Avhich 
consisted  in  the  organs  of  veneration,  lienevolence  and 
ac(|uisitiveness.  Veneration  made  me  respect  antiiiuity 
and  ac(|uisitiveness  gave  me  a  taste  to  gather  and  collect. 
The  first  Avas  proper  enough,  for  I  could  readily  ackiioAvl- 
edge  the  truth  of  it.  I  have  many  times  Avished  I  could 
he  religious,  and  Avere  it  not  that  I  sometimes  cai'i'A' niA'self 
with  a.  light  carriage,’’  T  wmuld  heconie  a  Church  memher. 

1  onc(‘  douhted  the  truth  of  the  di\'iiie  oriyln  of  Christian¬ 
ity,  hut  noAv  I  a, 111  cured  of  that,  having  read  the  New 
lestainent  in  the  Greek  and  thought  enough  upon  the 
subject  to  coiiA'ince  myself  of  its  truth,  and  that  my  own 
happiness,  if  nothing  more,  would  he  reason  enough  Avhy 
I  shouhl  emhrace  it.  The  organ  of  ac(|uisiti\  eness  induced 
me,  at  first,  to  declare  his  science  a  hnmhug,  because  1 
supposed  it  to  lie  the  Immp  Avhich  predisposes  one  to  get 
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iiKjney,  which  ha.s  no  connexion  with  my  character.  I 
can  not  j)ersuade  myself  that  money  is  of  any  yalnc 
))exond  present  wants,  and  I  cannot  get  a  fonrpence  half¬ 
penny  aliead.  But  lie  said  this  Avas  the  organ  that  led  me 
to  (‘olleet  hooks  and  aihhjliities,  and  hei'ein  I  helieye  the 
hump  performs  its  functions  yery  well. 

April  1,  Tnes.,  1834. 

This  day  was  a  busy  one  with  me.  I  moved  my  lodo- 
ings  from  the  AVorcester  Hotel,  or,  as  it  is  noiv  called,  the 

L  nited  States  Ilotel,”  kept  by  James  AVorthington  and 
AA  illiam  [C.]  Clark,  at  the  south  end  of  the  Main  St.  to  the 
AVoi-cester  Coffee  House,*  kept  by  FarnsAvorth  and  Harris, 
Avhich  is  o})posite  the  Brick  Meeting  house  and  near  the 
Conit  House.  I  pay  three  dollars  per  week  and  haA'e  my 
washing  done,  and  from  Oct.  1  to  April  1st  am  to  have  a 
chamber  on  the  second  floor  to  myself  and  furnished  Avitli 
tire  and  lights  for  the  eyenings,  and  through  the  summer, 
from  April  1  to  Oct.  1st,  I  am  to  have  a  parlor  to  m3^self, 
with  fire  and  lights  Avhen  I  Avant  them.  AAdne  is  to  be 
charged  to  me  at  seyenty-five  cents  a  bottle,  and  to  be  such 
Avine  as  he  furnishes  to  strangers  at  one  dollar  and  fift}' 
cents  a  bottle. 

► 

Vesterdaj^  came  to  see  me  Dr.  Thomas  Stearns  of  Sud¬ 
bury.  He  is  noAv  preparing  a  histoiy  of  that  ancient 
toAvn  for  jmblication.  He  was  born  at  Lincoln,  Mass., 
Aug.  8,  1785.  He  Avas  fitted  for  College,  but  never 
entered.  He  has  f)ne  l)rother,  settled  as  a  minister  at 
Dennis,  on  the  cai)e,  and  one  at  Roav,  in  the  western  jAart 
of  the  state.  His  father  Avas  the  liev.  Charles  Stearns  of 
Lincoln,  Avho  AA^as  born  at  Leominster  and  died  in  182(1. 
His  father  AA^as  Thomas,  who  A\'as  boi'ii  in  Sutton,  Mass., 
and  his  father  was  Samuel  oi’  Ebenczer, — which  may  be 
ascertained  from  the  Sutton  Records, — who  was  born  in 
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Lynn.  Ho  went  fi'oin  Lynn  to  Sutton  .“tiul  afterwards 
returned,  tho’  Mr.  Anthony  Dike  of  Sutton,  tlien  in  his 
hOicth  3'Oar,  told  me  that  he  went  from  Sutton  to  Brook¬ 
field. 

Dr.  Stearns  informs  me  that  he  went  to  \Liseassett,  Me., 
in  1808,  whei’o  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Adams,  who 
went  also  from  Lincoln,  and  practised  in  that  town  one 
3'ear,  wlien,  in  the  latter  pai't  of  1812,  he  I’emoved  to 
Mount  Vernon  in  that  state,  and  there  remained  till  1817, 
when  he  returned  to  Lincoln  and  the  same  year  established 
himself  in  Sudbury  as  a  Physician,  where  he  has  resided 
eyer  since.  His  second  wife,  who  died  in  1863,  was  the 
daughter  of  the  Key.  Mr.  Prentice  of  Medtield.i  His  first 
wife  was  from  Cohasset,  whom  he  found  at  AViscasset, 
teacher  of  a  female  academy  there.  She  died  in  1822  or  3. 

I  found  him  yery  well  informed  upon  the  sul)ject  of  our 
early  history,  particularly  in  relation  to  Sudbury.  He 
told  me  man3'  anecdotes  which  I  had  neyer  seen  l)efore, 
and  T  entreated  him  to  publish  eyerything  concerning  the 
battle  at  Concord.  The  account  of  that  skirmish  has  been 
so  abominably  mangled  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ripley  that  the 
true  histoiy  will  be  lost  uidess  preserved  by  Dr.  Stearns 
and  Mr.  Shattuck  in  his  promised  history  of  Concord. 

Deacon  Josiah  ILymes  was  one  of  tliose  who  went  from 
SudbuiT  to  protect  the  public*  stores  at  Concord.  Dr. 
Stearns  says  that  six  companies  of  militia  went  from 
Sudbm3^  alone,  embracing  almost  every  person  in  the  town 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  seventy.  This  Deacon 
Ihnmes  was  a  i)erson  of  singulai-  coui'age.  He  was  then 
eighty  yeai's  old,  and  when  the  British  began  to  retire  and 
return  to  Boston,  this  old  veteran  pursued  them  in  the  road, 
and  when  he  had  come  up  within  musket  shot  he  deliber¬ 
ately  drew  up  his  old  gun  and  let  drive  among  them.  As 
soon  as  he  fired  and  began  loading  again  the  British  tunV’ 
round  A  a  great  number  discharged  their  })ieces  at  him  at 

'  riiis  was  probably  Ur.  Thomas  Frentiss,  minister  at  Meiliield,  1770  to  1814. 
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the  siiiiie  time.  He  \va«  literallj^  shot  to  picees.  Fourteen 
wounds  were  found  upon  liis  ))odY. 

There  was  a  Deaeon  Farrar  who  was  also  distino-nished 
on  the  same  oeeasion.  He  was  from  Lineoln,  and  walked 
to  Coneord  upon  the  ne\rs  of  the  ajiproaeh  of  the  British. 
He  was  advaneed  in  ao:e,  and  liis  o-un^  poMulerhorn  and 
halls,  too’ether  with  a  walk  of  three  miles,  had  (piite  ex¬ 
hausted  him.  Being-  mneh  fatigued,  he  Avent  into  a  house 
and  sat  down  to  rest  himself.  As  he  Avas  sitting  in  a  chair 
a  British  soldier  entered  the  house,  and  seeing  so  A^enerahle 
a  personage  Avith  his  musket  and  jjoAvder  horn,  snug  out  to 
him,  "  What  are  von  after,  yon  old  Rebel?”  "  C’ome  to 
fight,”  Avas  the  Roman  ansAver  of  our  Deacon  ;  AAdierenpon 
the  soldier  seized  the  Deacon’s  gun  and,  going  to  the  door, 
discharged  it  into  the  air,  and  then  cut  the  ril)l)on  or  strino- 
that  swung  the  poAvder-horn  over  his  shoulder  and  thre.Av 
the  poAvder  aAA^av  ;  and,  upon  this,  hed. 

He  gave  me  a  story  Avliieh  he  had  from  Deacon  Moody 
of  Mount  Vernon,  AAdiieh  AA^as  neAx  to  me.  It  refers  to  the 
practice  Avhicli  Avas  common  to  all  the  Ncav  England  churches 
to  some  time  betAveen  1750  &  75.  I  allude  to  the  con¬ 
fessions  made  in  open  church  by  those  AAdio  had  committed 
fornication.  Deacon  Moodj"  had  lived  in  the  Coos  conntiy 
in  Xew  Hampshire,  Avhere  the  practice  of  confession  was 
after  this  manner.  The  female  avIio  had  conmiitted  this 
filthy  abomination,  in  the  l)eginning  of  the  exercises  of 
the  ineeting  house,  Avent  of  her  oavu  accord  and  took  her 
seat  by  herself  near  one  of  the  deacons,  front  of  the  pnl})it, 
and  there  sat  on  a  low  stool.  After  the  exercises  were 
ovei',  the  minister  looked  down  upon  her  and  asked,  "  What 
do  yon  sit  there  for?”  "I  am  on  the  stool  of  repentence, 
sir.”  ”  Why  ?”  "For  the  sin  of  fornication,  sir.”  "Who 
tem})ted  yon  to  it?  ”  "The  Devil,  in  the  shape  of  John 
French,  sir.”  And  so  the  good  minister  went  on  catechis¬ 
ing  her  and,  finally,  conelnded  with  an  exhortation  to 
greater  chastity. 
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I  believe  tlie  conimoii  mode  of  confession  was  for  the 
iJfuiltv  one  to  o’o  into  the  bi-oad  aisle  and  confess  the  sin 
brichy  &  there  the  farce  ended.  In  all  our  old  towns 
there  was  a  part  of  Church  Record  devoted  to  this 
kind  of  pecadillo.  And  the  Record  has  been  usuallv  made 

up  in  this  way:  Betty  - ,  such  an  one,  living  the 

name,  this  day,  in  open  clnireh,  confessed  and  bewailed 
the  sin  of  Fornication.” 

Dr.  Stearns  says  that  the  Rev.  iVIr.  [Israel]  Boring  wonld 
not  baptise  children  that  were  born  on  the  sabbath  dav, 
because  it  afforded  i)roof  that  they  were  begotten  on  the 
sal)bath  day  !  This  doctrine  was  ex})loded  t'v  the  pai'son 
compelled  to  retract  his  error,  however,  upon  his  own 
wife,  on  that  day,  having  i)resented  him  with  a  })air  of 
twins;  and,  ui)on  this  event,  all  those  in  the  towm  Avho 
had  been  so  unlucky  as  to  be  born  on  SundaA"  were  after- 
Avard  baptised — all  of  Avhicli  appears  from  the  Church 
Records. 

Dr.  Stearns  continued  Avith  me  Mondajg  Tuesday  and 
W  ednesday,  and,  instead  of  making  use  of  books  as  lie 
intended,  Ave  s]ient  most  of  the  time  in  telling  old  stories, 
and  I  do  not  know  Avhen  I  have  [lassed  thre^  days  more 
lileasantly.  He  is  a  sensible  man  and  a  most  surprisino- 
memoiy,  and  I  have  no  doubt  aauII  make  a  good  liistorAX 

April  3,  Thurs.,  1834. 

d'his  was  the  Annual  Fast,  but  I  did  not  knoAV  it  until 
the  bells  rang  for  meeting  at  half-past  nine.  I  did  not  go 
to  Church. 


April  4,  1834. 

I  had  a  visit  today  from  the  Rcax  James  Fitton,  a 
Catholic  Priest  from  Hartford,  Con.  He  told  me  he  was 
the  tiist  nati\'e  of  Boston  Avho  had  ever  preached  the 
Catholic  faith  in  Ncav  England.  He  Avas  born  in  Boston, 
Apiil  10,  1805,  and  is  going  to  spend  his  birthday  AAdth 


289 


Diar;/  of  CJirintoiiher  C.  Baldivi)}. 

]ii8  mother  at  Boston  on  Thursday  next,  wlien,  he  says,  he 
shall  he  twenty-nine  years  old.  He  nas  the  editor  of 
the  Qatholic  Presa,  a  newsi)aper  i)nl)lished  at  Hartford, 
whieh,  he  says,  run  him  in  debt  a  thousand  dollars. 
Before  he  went  to  Hartford  he  was  amono-  the  Passyma- 
(juoddy  Indians.  His  father’s  name  was  xVbraham  Fitton, 
who  eanie  from  the  County  of  Laneaster,  England,  to 
Boston,  al)out  1790.  His  mother’s  maiden  name  was 
eleh,  a  native  of  A\  ales,  and  is  still  In  ing".  His  father 
is  dead. 

Aiiril  7,  1834. 

Mr.  4  itton  yesterday  assemhlefl  the  Catholies  now  in 
this  town,  and  with  those  who  eame  from  the  faetories  at 
C  lappville  and  iMillbury,  he  had  about  sixty,  besides 
women  and  ehildren.  He  was  subjeeted  to  some  diflieulty 
in  finding  a  (•onvenient  iilaee  to  hold  a  meetino-  ))ut  at 
length  obtained  eonsent  to  hold  it  in  the  new  store  erected 
by  Mr.  Bailey,  Avhieh  is  eonstriieted  of  stone  and  stands 
on  the  north  side  of  Front  Street,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Blaekstone  Canal.  I  believe  this  to  be  the  first  Catholic 
sermon  ever  jireaehed  in  this  town.  After  service  wais  over, 
a  subserijition  was  taken,  with  the  view  of  raising  money 
to  erect  a  eha})el  or  ehureh,  and,  what  is  very  surprising, 
ti\'e  hundred  dollars  were  soon  subscribed.  And  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  this,  another  hundred  dollars  w'ere  procured  to 
defray  Mr.  Fitton’s  expenses  from  Hartford  here  and  to 
enable  him  to  visit  the  Catholies  in  different  jilaces  in 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.^ 

April  12,  1834. 

I  silent  the  evening  in  company  with  Francis  C.  Gray, 
Esip,  of  Boston,  who  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Lunatic 
Hospital  in  this  town.  He  is  something  of  a  Bililiographer, 

■  In  1841  the  first  Ri)man  Catholic  Church  in  Worcester  was  dedicated  as  Christ 
Cliuroh,  and  Father  Fitton  became  the  pastor,  remaining  in  Worcester  till  1843, 
when  he  removed  to  Boston. 
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and  havdng  visited  most  of  tlie  largo  libraries  in  Europe,  I 
found  his  conversation  very  pleasant,  fie  gave  me  one  fact 
which  I  did  not  know  of  ))efore,  which  was  that  Daniel 
Leonard,  a  Commissicmer  of  the  Customs  at  Boston,  was 
tlie  author  of  the  essays  over  the  signature  of  Massachu- 
settensis,  and  not  Jonathan  Sewall,  as  the  elder  President 
Adams  has  affirmed.  Having  learned  that  such  ^vas  the 
fact  from  his  cousin,  Judge  Chi})inan,  of  Nova  Scotia  or 
New  Brunswick,  he  procured  a  letter  from  Mr.  Leonard 
himself,  acknow  ledging  that  he  w'as  the  author  of  Massa- 
chusettensis.  IMr.  Adams  was  the  author  of  Novanolus, 
l)u])lished  in  ITTJ-.'f,  in  a  Boston  ne'wspaijer. 

April  17,  1834. 

During  this  week  and  the  last,  I  have  attended  a  course 
of  Lectures  on  Phrenology  ))y  Dr.  Jonathan  Barl)er,  now- 
teacher  of  elocution  in  Harvard  University.  The  course 
consisted  of  eight  lectures.  He  had  about  250  to  hear 
him  at  one  dollar  each.  As  a  lecturer  I  like  him  much. 

I  am  not  so  w-ell  pleased  w-ith  w-hat  he  said  upon  Phre¬ 
nology  as  w-hat  he  said  ui)on  subjects  which  he  introduced 
to  explain  his  favorite  science.  His  manner  is  veiw-  li'ood. 
He  had  nothing  w-ritten,  and  I  have  never  heard  any  one 
si)eak  w-ho  had  a  more  })erfect  command  of  lani>-uaoe.  f 
am  a  convert  to  his  doctrine  to  a  certain  extent.  The 
Aveight  of  evidence  in  favor  of  the  correctness  of  the 
doctrine  is  too  great  to  be  throw-n  dow'ii  by  ridicule.  It 
must  be  j)ut  dow-n  as  it  has  been  })ut  u}),  by  facts  and 
arguments. 

I  w-as  visited  today  by  Air.  Lewds  Weld,  princi])al  of 
the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
at  Hartford. 

I  have  inserted  so  much  in  my  Diary  relatino-  to  })er- 
sonal  history  of  individuals  that  I  believe,  by  continuino- 
it,  I  may  some  day  make  some  use  of  it.  I  am  much 
troubled  to  make  })eoi)le  talk  about  themselves,  and  I  dare 
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not  let  them  know  wliat  n.se  I  make  of  the  information 
they  give  me.  Some,  if  they  knew  I  kept  a  diary,  would 
not  say  anything,  and  others  would  say  too  mneh.  I  fonnd 
one  today,  Frederick  W.  Bottom,  Es(|.,  of  Sonthhridge, 
who  would  not  give  me  any  account  of  himself.  All  I 
could  get  out  of  him  was  that  he  was  horn  in  Plainfield, 
C\)n.,  in  17S(),  and  Avas  graduated  at  Brown  University, 
and  that  his  father  died  at  NeAvaut,  near  NorAvich,  Con.' 
in  18dl.  Jesse  Bliss,  Es(i.,  told  me  that  he  was  horn  at 
Biimfield,  Mass.  But  he  gave  me  this  account  of  Jacob 
Mansfield,  Es(].,  a  laAvyer,  formerly  at  IFestern,  now 
\\  arren.  IMr.  Mansfield  Avas  l)orn  at  NeAv  IpsAA^ich,  N.  H., 
and  estahlished  himself  at  AA^estern  about  1810.  He 
absconded  in  Dec.,’  1831,  and  has  never  returned.  He 
attended  the  Dec.  Court  at  AA^orcester  and  Avent  to  Provi¬ 
dence  on  foot,  and  l)eing  a  i)artizan  of  Gen.  Jackson,  Avent 
to  AA  ashington  in  the  hope  of  i)rocuring  some  post  under 
the  Government.  In  this,  hoAvever,  he  Avas  disappointed. 
He  returned  to  XeAv  York,  and  Avent  to  Rome  in  that  state 
and  spent  a  fcAv  days  with  Dr.  Blair,  Avho  Avas  a  son  of 
Lieut.  Blair  of  AAestern.  He  Avas  afterwards  seen  in 
Buftalo,  i)oor  &  ragged,  &  it  is  believed  that  he  is  not  noAv 
living.  He  AVas  intemiAerate  in  his  hal)its,  and  had  been 
for  some  time  before  he  left  AA^estern.  He  was  always 
called  Lord  Mansfield.”  Perhaps  no  man  ever  wrote  a 
more  Avretched  &  al)ominaI)le  hand  than  he  did.  It  Avas  so 
indecypherable  that  he  could  not  read  it  himself.  Success¬ 
ful  pleas  in  abatement  have  ))een  made  to  his  Avrits  ))ecause 
they  could  not  Iac  read. 

Cutler. 


He  married  a  daughter  of  Geu. 


April  19,  1H34. 

Anniversary  of  the  )»attle  at  Lexington.  I  drank  a 
glass  of  Avdne  by  myself  in  commemoration  of  the  event, 
and  spent  the  afternoon  in  planting  trees  about  the  Auti- 
(juarian  Hall.  I  have  uoav  planted  all  I  designed  to  in  the 
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I  have  wet  out,  perhaps,  five  liundred  of 
different  kinds.  I  have  dug  them  np  in  the  "woods  and 
hronght  them  on  my  l)aek  wdthont  the  assistanee  of  even  a 
])oy,  exee{)t  al)ont  two  days’  "work  of  one  man,  and  he  was 
engaged  a  i)art  of  the  time  in  other  hnsiness.  They  will 
afford  a  eomfortahle  shade  for  my  sneeessor,  if  I  should 
not  live  to  enjoy  it  myself. 

April  22,  1S;U. 

William  Huntington  ealled  on  me  today.  He  is  now 
studying  medieine  with  Dr.  Josiah  Flint  of  Northampton, 
son  of  Dr.  Austin  Flint  of  Leieestei'.  He  was  in  the 
elass  after  me  at  Harvard  College.  His  l)rother,  C’harles, 
is  now  settled  at  Northampton  as  a  lawj^er  &  married  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Elijah  H.  Mills  of  that  ])laee, 
and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1S22.  They 
were  both  born  at  Litehfield,-  Conn.  The}^  are  the  sons  of 
the  Rev.  Dan  Huntington,  wdio  now  resides  at  Hadley, 
near  Northampton. 

Mr.  Jose})h  E.  Woreester,  the  Geographer,  spent  the 
forenoon  with  me  at  the  Anti(juarian  Hall.  He  told  me 
that,  when  in  Eondon,  he  saw  in  the  possession  of  Obadiah 
Rieh,  the  Ameriean  B(^okseller,  the  cori'es])ondenee  of 
Gov.  Bernard  of  MassaiChusetts,  whieh  had  been  rescued 
from  a  })erson  ^vho  was  going  to  make  use  of  it  as  waste 
paper.  Rieh  asked  a  thousand  dollars  for  the  whole 
eolleetion.  Mr.  Woreester  made  a  ealeulation  of  the  extent 
of  it  if  })rinted,  and  found  that  it  would  fill  seven  or  eiaht 
common  octavo  volumes.  It  extended  from  17(15  to  the 
])eaee  of  17(So,  and  only  a  very  small  i)ortion  has  ever 
been  })rinted. 

28  April. 

Mr.  Huntington,  mentioned  a1)ovo,  delivered  an  address 
on  the  evening  of  the  23rd  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  slavery.  I  found  his  conversation  that  he  Avas 
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;i.  rank  al)oliti()ni.st  and,  not  exactly  liking  his  i)rincij)le,s, 
(lid  not  go  to  hear  him. 

A])ril  25. 

There  came  to  see  me'  today  Barnch  Chase,  Es(|.,  of 
IIo})kinton,  ^.  II.  His  object  was  to  jn'ocnre  my  aid  in 
hunting  up  his  ancestors.  He  was  I)orn  at  Sutton,  Mass., 
March  27th,  17(13,  and  is  the  sou  of  Dudley  Chase,  who 
died  at  Coridsh,  X.  H.  Dudley  Chase  was  the  first  man 
who  settled  in  Cornish.  He  left  Sutton,  {(robably,  in 
17(13,  and  (vent  first  to  Alstead,  N.  H.,  where  he  remained 
but  a  few  months,  when  he  reuujyed  to  what  is  now  Cor¬ 
nish.  He  arrived  thei'e  with  his  family  in  flune,  17(15. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  road  from  Charlestown  through 
Claremont,  and  he  carried  his  family  A  goods  from 
C’harlestown  to  Cornish  in  a  boat  on  the  Connecticut. 
Idiey  landed  near  where  the  Plpiscopal  Church  now  stands, 
late  in  the  afternoon  in  the  fore  part  of  June,  17(15.  At 
that  time  there  was  no  iidiabitant  in  3Cindsor  or  in  any 
town  to  the  north  of  it,  on  either  ])ank  of  the  river.  The 
original  forest  of  pine  stood  in  all  its  primitive  grandeur 
and  mag)iificence. 

After  Mr.  Chase  and  his  family  had  landed,  they  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  erect  them  a  small  hut  to  afford  them 
shelter  for  the  night.  It  was  nearly  finished  when,  as  bad 
luck  would  have  it,  the  hired  man  felled  a  tree  directly 
across  it  and  completely  smashed  it.  This  de])rived  them 
of  all  kind  of  shelter,  and  during  the  idght  they  were  all 
drenched  ])y  heavy  showers  of  rain.  Idle  next  day  they 
built  a  comfortable  shanty. 

It  is  not  certain  that  it  was  June,  17(15,  that  IMr.  Chase 
began  the  settlement  of  Cornish,  but  he  thinks  it  was,  from 
the  fact  that  he  was  born  in  Sutton,  and  his  sister  Alice, 
about  twenty  months  younger  than  himself,  was  born  at 
Cornish.  And  he  is  certain  that  his  father  arrived  there 
in  the  early  part  of  June,  as  is  above  mentioned. 

‘20 


294 


American  Antiquarian  Society. 

-Jonathan  (4ia.se,  afterwards  Genei’al,  In’other  to  Dudley, 
went  from  Sutton  to  (Virnish  a  year  or  two  afterwards, 
and  also  their  father,  Samuel  (diase,  who  Iieeame  a  -Jud_<>’e. 
'Phe  epitaplis  of  all  tlii'ee,  ivdth  many  othei's  of  the 
family,  ma_y  lx*  seen  in  my  volume  of  c})itai)hs,  copied  in 
IddlS 

riiey  called  the  place  (4)rnish  from  the  circumstama' 
that  the  ancestor  of  the  family,  Acpiila  Chase,  came  from 
CoruLsh  in  Cornwall,  about  ICfO,  and  settled  at  Hampton. 
In  my  manuscripts  relating  to  Sutton  is  an  account  of  this 
A(juila  and  his  posterity. 

Hon.  Dudley  Chase  of  Royalton,  Vermont,  is  a  brother 
of  Baruch,  above  named,  and  so  is  the  Rev.  Philamb'r 
Chase, ^  the  founder  of  Kenyon  College,  Ohio,  now  settled 
on  the  River  St.  -Joseph,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
Another  brother,  Salmon,  was  settled  as  an  attorney  at 
Portland,  Maine,  as  early  as  1788,  and  died  in  middle  life. 
He  was  a  competitor  with  the  Hon.  Daniel  Davis,  late 
Solicitor  Cxeneral  of  Massachusetts,  and  enjoimd  a  hii>-h 
reputation  in  his  profession,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  engaged  in  extensive  and  lucrative  l)usine.ss.  Dr. 
[-John  C.]  Howard  of  Boston,  married  one  of  his  dauo-h- 
ters.  The  Hon.  Itliamur  C’hase,^  late  of  Keene,  X.  IT,  was 
anothei  brother,  and  the  inscription  on  his  monument  mai' 
also  be  seen  in  my  volume  of  ei)itaphs.  Baruch  Chase 
was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  commenced  the  })rac- 
tice  of  law  at  Hopkinton  in  1790,  and  has  been  there  ever 
since.  He  married  a  sister  of  Benjamin  and  Timothy 
Wiggin,  both  eminent  and  wealthy  bankers  in  London, 
who  are  natives  of  Ho))kinton,  X.  H.  Mr.  Chase  was 


>  The  hook  of  ei,itaph.s  referred  to,  now  in  the  library  of  the  Antiquarian  Societv 
is  a  quarto  volume,  (;ontaining- about  fourteen  hundred  inscriptions  copied  front 
gravestones,  in  various  towns  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire.  From  uTave 
yards  in  Claremont,  Charlestown  and  Cornish,  N.  H.,  over  four  humlred  have  been 
copied,  and  ahout  the  same  number  in  Urafton,  Millburv,  Templeton  and  Winchen- 
don,  Massachusetts. 

2  Bisho])  of  Ohio  and  afterwards  of  Illinois. 

■’  Father  of  lion.  Salmon  F.  (’hase. 
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formerly  president  of  one  of  the  l»anks  at  ('oneord,  X.  II. 
He  remained  with  me  af  the  Anti(|narian  Hall  a  week. 

April  2(5,  1834. 

father  eame  to  see  me  and  stayed  with  me  three 
days.  He  returned  to  Templeton  on  the  3()i(>th,  heino- 
in  i>-()nd  health. 

April  2!),  1834. 

Last  evenino-,  I  fonnll  at  my  hoarding  house  Rev.  Sereno 
Ldwards  Dwig-ht,  son  of  the  late  Timothy  Dwight,  Presi¬ 
dent  (jf  \  ale  College.  He  went  with  me  to  the  Aidhpiarian 
Hall,  where  he  remained  all  day.  He  gave  an  aeeonnt  of 
his  visit  to  Lnro})e  and  of  many  of  the  large  libraries 
which  he  saw.  He  is  a  brother  of  Henry  K.  Dwight,  ^vdio 
was  in  Liirope  at  the  same  time,  and  who  pnblished  an 
account  of  what  he  saw  in  his  travels.  He  is  tocj  dog'matic 
to  l)e  iileasant  as  a  companion,  though  he  is  acknowledged 
to  possess  fine  talents  and  a  wmll  cnltivated  mind.  He 
spoke  of  Jonathan  Echvards,  the  metaphysician,  wdth  great 
appiobation,  reg'arding  him  as  theygreatest  man  this  c'onntiw' 
had  ever  pi'odnced,  and  that  he  enjoyed  this  refutation  in 
Luro})e.  He  has  [lublished  an  edition  of  his  works  in  ten 
volumes  8\'o.,  with  a  valuable  memoir  of  him.  He  is  also 
the  author  of  the  Life  of  Braincrd.  I  spent  the  evening 
w'ith  him  at  the  Innise  of  Stefhen  Salisbinwg  Ls<p,  where 
he  greatly  shocked  the  ladies  by  saying  that  there  had  been 
no  tolerable  female  jioet  since  the  days  of  Sappho  !  which, 
though  it  be  true,  w'as  a  very  ungallant  speech,  and  I  could 
have  told  him  it  would  have  got  him  into  hot  waiter. 

April  30,  LS34. 

This  evening  the  Council  met  at  my  room,  and  they 
consented  to  let  me  purchase  t w'entv-fi\’(>  dollars  worth  of 
books.  Among  them  are  the  Kojal  Commentaries  of 
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Gairilaso  de  la  Vega,  in  Spanish  and  English,  Kahn’s 
travels  and  (’oxe’s  travels  in  Carolina  in  1727,  and  Old 
Baker’s  Chroidele. 

Mayl,lSdd.  , 

I  must  mention  here  that  it  snowed  on  Sunday  last  nearly 
all  day.  The  weather  is  cold  and  uncomfortable. 

]\Iay  2,  1834. 

I  had  a  very  agreeable  visit  from  Miss  Z.  P.  Grant, 
Princi])al  of  the  Female  Seminary  at  I])swich,  Mass.  She 
formerly  had  a  school  at  Derry,  N.  II.  Her  establishment 
at  I})swich  is  now  in  great  I'epute,  and  she  is  among  the 
most  distinguished  of  her  sex  for  talents  in  Xew  England. 
She  is  now  on  a  tour  to  the  Western  Country,  liavino-  no 
gentleman  with  her,  but  is  to  meet  four  of  hei‘  ))U}nls, 
young  ladies,  at  Hartford,  who  are  to  l)e  her  trayelling 
companions. 

May  3,  1834. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  s])ent  the  afternoon  with  me  af  the 
Anti(juarian  Hall,  it  being  Saturday  and  the  C4)urt  not  in 
session.  He  talked,  and  I  listened.  He  is  A'eix'  cor])u- 
lent  and  yet  very  communicative,  and  has  a  fondness  for  a 
good  storv .  I  \vish  I  could  report  com  ersation  with 
detailed  accuracy  ;  but  my  inemorA'  is  so  completeh'  treach¬ 
erous  that  I  cannot  do  it.  I  ought  to  record,  at  least,  ten 
folio  pages  of  v  hat  he  said  to  me.  Among  the  interesting 
facts  which  he  gave  me  was  one  relating  to  the  Reo-ici(k\s 
of  King  (  harles  H.  Ke\'.  flohn  Pussell  of  Hadle'\%  who 
E  entertained  and  i)rotected  Goffe  and  AVhalley,  died  in  l(ih2. 
Aairs  son,  Jonathan,  was  ordained  as  the  minister  of  Barn- 
iiifonle,  in  the  old  Colony  of  Plymouth,  and  the  Chief  Justice 
and  an-ii,^  that  there  is  a  tradition  in  the  Russell  family 
■mug  the  successors  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Russell,  that 
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all  the  niauu,sci'i]its  of  the  Keo-ieides,  u})on  the  death  of 
Ivev.  dohn  Russell  of  Hadley,  came  into  the  possession  of 
the  Rev.  fJouathan  of  Barnstahle,  and  were  preserved  in  a 
chest  by  tlieiiiseh'es.  But  the  small  pox  having’  been  in 
his  family,  and  the  purification  of  the  house  afterwards 
being-  necessary,  this  box  of  papers  was  destined  to  a  sad 
end.  A  hole  Avas  dug’  in  the  ground  somewhei’e  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Innise,  and  the  box  or  chest,  [)apers 
and  all,  were  Interred  together  and  have  never  been  taken 
np.  And  the  sjAot  Avhere  they  were  buried  is  not  noAv 
knoAvn. 

IIoAv  much  reliance  may  be  placed  upon  the  truth  of  this 
tradition  I  cannot  tell.  I  have  given  it  as  I  received  it 
from  the  Chief  Justice,  Avho,  being  an  Old  ColoiiA’  man, 
Avould  giA’e  the  tradition  accui’atelAV  I  hav’e  iieA’cr  heard 
of  but  fcAv  of  the  manuscripts  of  the  Regicides.  Ezra 
Stiles,  ill  his  account  of  them,  mentions  that  Governor 
Ilutchinson  of  Massachusetts  had  the  Diary  of  AVhalley, 
and  any  one  might  know  this  avIio  had  seen  his  note  (in 
the  History  of  IMass.)  relating  to  them,  for  he  has  com- 
lu’ised  nearly  as  invicli  in  a  note  of  tAVo  pages  as  Stiles  has 
in  a  Avhole  volume. 

1  have  omitted  to  say  anything  about  the  ancestors  of 
the  Chief  Justice,  because  he  Avrote  me  a  letter  two  vears 
ago,  wherein  he  gave  me  a  full  account  of  them  and  of 
himself,  too. 

May  8,  Thurs.,  1834. 

Hon.  Calvin  Goddard  of  Norwich,  Con.,  spent  the  fore¬ 
noon  Avith  me.  He  has  in  his  possession  several  bundles 
of  manuscripts  Avhich  belonged  to  Goav  Huntington.  He 
saj’s  he  Avill  send  them  all  to  me  as  soon  as  he  returns  to 
Noi’Avieh.  Rev.  AAilliam  B.  Sprague  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
formerly  of  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  has  jiicked  them 
over  and  carried  aAvay  many  of  them.  I  fear  he  has  taken 
the  meat  and  left  me  the  shell ;  for  he  has  so  much  fur\' 
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about  him  in  colloctini;'  autoa'rjiiilis  that  ho  ttould  (•al■l•^'  off 
eveiTthino-  that  had  a  iiamo  attached  to  it.  I  a,m  heartily 
ylad  lie  has  yoni'  out  of  New  Eiiylaiid,  for  he  is  so  much 
cstceiiied  wherever  he  yoes  that  ])eo|)le  let  him  into  their 
yarrets  without  any  ilifticulty,  and,  beiui>-  a  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  they  never  think  to  look  under  his  cloak  to  see 
how  many  jirecious  old  papers  he  hears  off  with  him. 
Rut  I  h  ave  directed  Ml",  (foddard  to  send  ni(‘  box  and  all, 
lest  Mr.  Sprayne  should  think  he  miyht  ha\'e  foryottem 
somethiny  and  return  to  it. 

Mr.  (foddard  was  born  in  Shrewsbury,  and  an  account 
of  his  ancestry  may  be  seen  in  a  little  book  published  by 
Mdlliam  Austin  Goddard,  at  Worcester,  in  1S83,  12mo. 
He  is  a  brother  of  the  elder  Luther  Goddard  of  Mdircester, 
and  enjoys  a  very  liiyli  reputation  as  a  la\\w"er  in  tkninecti- 
cnt.  Asa  Child,  Esip,  now  Hnited  States  District 
Attorney  for  Connecticut,  a  native  of  Woodstock  and 
brother  of  Linus  Cdiild,  Esip,  an  attorney  at  Southbridye, 
married  his  dauyhter. 

He  gave  me  this  anecdote  about  the  father  of  the  Rev. 
Doc.  Nath'  Emmons  of  Franklin.  He  was  a  Deacon  of 
the  Church  at  East  Haddam,  C'on.,  and  was  remarkable 
for  credulity,  as  well  as  for  his  piety.  There  lived  in  his 
neighborhood  an  old  maid  by  the  name  of  Mercy  Ilosnier, 
and  he  was  often  heard  to  speak  highly  in  her  favor;  and 
a  way,  who  knew  the  good  Deacon’s  frailties,  nud  him  one 
day  and  said  to  him,  "Deacon,  have  you  heard  the  news?" 

No,  said  the  Deacon.  "  ^^"hat  I  ’’  en(|nired  the  wag, 

"  have  you  not  heard  of  the  new  order  of  the  Kiiiy  and 
Council?’'  ”\o,  I  have  not.  AVliat  is  it?"  "  A\diy,  it 
ha,s  just  been  reported  that  his  Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of 
nuiltiplying  the  pojmlation  of  the  ('olonies,  has  ordered 
and  enjoined  that  every  person  in  the  Colonies  who  has  a 
projierty  worth  live  hundred  Pounds,  may  have  two 
wives  1  ’’  "Two  wives  !  ’’  said  the  Deacon.  "  Yes,”  replied 
the  wag,  '  and  there  is  no  doubt  it  has  been  done  to  enable 
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us  to  sustain  ourselves  ai>'aiust  the  French  aiul  Indians.” 
The  Deacon,  lookino-  him  in  the  face,  said  hastily,  ''AVell, 
well  ;  I  have  more  than  FoOO.”  Believini>’  the  news  to  he 
correct,  the  Deacon  hastened  home  to  his  wife  and  told  her 
the  chani>;e  that  had  been  ordered  by  (fovernment,  and, 
protesting  in  his  loyalty  to  his  Majesty  and  his  detestation 
of  the  French  and  Indians,  said  to  hei',  ”  My  dear!  what 
do  yon  say  to  my  s|)eakino-  p)  Mercy  Ilosmei-?”  ”  Poh  ! 
Deacon.  I  have  no  doubt  if  yon  were  to  write  to  the  Kino- 
and  tell  him  that  we  have  added  twelve  sons  to  his  subjects 
already,  and  that  our  little  Natty  was  born  when  I  was  in 
my  fifty-third  year,  he  woidd  not  only  excuse  yon  from 
the  expense  of  a  second  wife,  but  settle  a  ])ension  upon 
ns  for  what  we  have  done  thus  far.” 

May  9,  Fri.,  1834. 

Henry  Royers  came  to  see  me  today  and,  as  he  has  done 
the  "state  some  service,”  I  must  yive  him  a  place  in  im' 
chronicle.  He  was  born  at  New  London,  Con.,  Any.  (5, 
17N9).  His  father  was  AVilliam  Royers,  also  born  in  New 
London,  but  died  wlien  Henry  was  (|nite  small.  Henry 
beyan  to  learn  his  trade  as  a  printei’ with  [James]  S])rinyei', 
the  publisher  of  the  WeeMy  Oracle^  a  newspa})er  printed 
at  New  London.  AVhen  he  was  fifteen  he  went  to  Hart¬ 
ford  and  entered  a  printiny  othce  there,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  He  left  Hartford  and  went  to  Boston,  and 
worked  as  a  journeyman  for  Samuel  T.  Armstrony,  now 
Lieut. -Governoi-  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  remained  in 
Boston  two  months,  when  he  came  to  Worcesb'r,  which 
was  in  November,  LS()(i,  and  on  the  11th  of  March,  1807, 
issued  the  JSfatiouul  ^Byis  in  his  own  name,  beiny  then 
publisher  and,  nominally,  editor.  Edward  D.  Banys,  Es(p, 
now  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  the  real  editor 
and  furnished  most  of  the  editorial  matter.  He  continued 
to  be  in-oprietor  and,  must  of  the  time,  “ditor  until 
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Dcconilx'i',  1.S24,  when  tli('  pjiper  went  into  the  liands  of 
Cliarles  ririflin,  and  he  has  had  no  connexion  \vith  it  since, 
hroiu  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  hc'en  employed  as  a 
journeyman  printer  in  tlie  different  printinii'  estaOlishmeiits 
in  town. 

May  10,  1S84. 

I  liaye  l)een  engao-ed  dnrin<>-  the  eyenin<>-s  for  a  few' 
w'ceks  past  in  preparing-  for  the  press  the  third  edition  of 
(roodw-in’s  Towm  Otlicei-.  I  arranged  the  laws  the  first 
w'eek  in  Pehruary,  and  ha\-e  now-  added  a  new-  index.  Tliis 
eyening  I  completed  it  and  w  rote  a  slioi't  ijreface.  [See 
Fel).  1,  1834.] 

I  liave  liad  but  little  time  to  read  during  the  w  inter.  I 
haye  so  manj  interruptions  fi'oni  inyitations  to  jiarties  and 
numerous  calls  of  one  kind  or  other,  that  I  feel  as  tliouo-h 
I  did  nothing.  4  et  I  keep  busy  about  something  ten 
hours  of  each  da}-. 

I  haye  read  during  the  last  tw'o  months  the  Liyes  of 
John  Lelaml,  Thomas  Hearne  and  Anthony  a.  AVood.  I 
haye  found  great  pleasure  and  j^rofit  in  the  perusal  of 
them.  1  find  that  they  all  were  laughed  at  as  w'ell  as 
myself.  There  w'ere  plenty  of  peoj)le  in  their  day,  as  w'ell 
as  at  the  present,  wdio  estimate  all  goodness  and  happiness 
by  dollars  and  cents. 

I  haye  i-ead,  also,  Gresw'ell’s  account  of  the  Phirly 
(ireek  press  at  Paris  and  liyes  of  the  Stephens,  the  famous 
Gi-eek  printers,  and  also  Reid’s  Bibliotheca  Scoto-Celtica,. 

I  haye  also  read  some  of  Dr.  Spurzheim’s  Phrenological 
w'orks,  and  wdth  great  satisfaction. 

iNIay  11  (Sunday),  1834. 

Yesterday,  which  \yas  Saturday,  there  w'as  a,  caricature 
military  parade.  It  w-as  to  haye  l)egun  in  the  morning, 
but  owing  to  a  i)owerful  rain,  did  not  appear  until  afte'^-- 
uoon.  It  originated  in  a  contempt  of  the  present  law's 
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I'Oii'iiliitiiio-  the  luilitiii.  The  o-eiienil  was  - Knowlton, 

a  native  of  Slirew,s])urv,  and  now  a  student  at  law  in  the 
othee  of  William  'SI.  Town[e],  Es(|.,  of  Worcester,  lie 
was  dressed  in  a  most  orotescine  and  fantastical  manner 
and  monnted  npon  a  horse  of  the  very  meanest  appearance, 
d'here  were  about  one  hundred,  horse  and  foot,  with 
inusiek,  hag'O’ag'e  cart  and  everytllino-  to  throw  ridicule 
upon  the  military  system.  Some  of  the  soldiers,  for 
knapsacks,  had  common  tin-kitchens  strapped  u])on  theii' 
l)acks,  others  small  churns,  and  one  was  tarred  and 
feathered.  A  very  good  account  of  the  whole  exhibition 
\vas  given  in  the  Worcester  Palladium. 

But  now  for  my  Sunday  expedition.  George  A.  Tufts, 
Es(p,  of  Dudley  (see  Marcli  8),  invited  me  to  accom})anv 
Chief  Justice  ShaAV  to  Dudley  to  s})end  the  Sundav  with 
him.  The  going  was  so  bad,  however,  that  we  did  not  go 
until  after  meeting.  He  took  me  into  his  chaise  and  we 
started  off  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  We  went 
to  Willbury,  then  to  Sutton,  then  to  WTbster  and  so  to 
Dudley,  and  arrived  at  Mr.  Tufts’  house  al)out  7  o’clock. 
The  Chief  Justice  was  much  pleased  with  the  ai)iiearance 
of  the  country  and  was  delighted  with  the  hospitality 
shown  by  i\Ir.  Tufts  and  his  family,  and  especiallv  at  the 
apparently  hapipy  and  comfortable  manner  in  which  he 
lived.  His  father,  Hon.  Aaron  Tufts,  lives  with  him. 
They  all  make  one  family.  The  house  is  surrounded  by 
shade  tiees  and  upon  one  side  is  a  beautiful  groye  of  white 
pine.  This  adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  place.  The 
house  is  well  furnished,  having  silk  damask  window  cui- 
tains  A  other  fuiTiiture  to  correspond,  which  is  (juite 
unusuaJ,  in  the  country.  George  A.  Tufts  was  ma,i'ried  in 
182^  ;  his  wife  was  a  Tales  from  Wi'cntham,  near  Dedham, 
a  fine-looking  and  sensible  ladv. 

e  left  eai  the  next  morning’,  the  judge  l)eing  undei' 
the  necessity  of  I’caching  Woi’cester  at  !l,  having  adjoui’iied 
tlio  Court  to  that  hour.  There  was  very  heavy  thunder 
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(liiriiio-  the  uio’lit  and  the  nionuno'  was  uucoinfortablv  cold. 
We  returned  hv  way  of  Oxford  and  Ward  and  arrived  at 
Wwu'c, ester  })recisely  at  d..  ddie  jiido'e  was  full  of  anecdote 
and  I  had  iiotliino- to  do  hut  sit  and  listen.  II(‘  told  me 
much  about  his  early  life  and  of  many  amnsini;'  incidents 
connected  with  his  experience  at  the  Baix  He  studied  the 
ea,rly  part  of  his  })i'ofession  at  Amherst,  N.  II.,  and  beyan 
practice  in  P>oston,  I  think,  in  Ikbli,  and  was  in  })artner- 
ship  with  Thomas  ()li\'er  Sedfridye  at  the  time  he  killed 
yonny  Austin  in  State  Street,  which,  I  believe,  was  Any. 
4,  bSOl).  He  told  me  that  Selfridye  was  not  i)rofonnd  as 
a  lawyer,  but  that  he  had  a  rare  faculty  of  niakiny  the 
most  of  exerythiny,  which  yave  him  yi'eat  a.dx  antayes. 

May  14  (MTd.),  1884. 

I  attended  a  meetiny  this  exeniny  at  Bonnex^’s  [)ublic 
house,  of  yentlemen  who  xvished  to  form  a  Phrenoloyical 
Society.  The  following  yentlemen  xvere  present:  Dr. 
flohn  (xreen,  Dr.  Benjamin  K.  Ilex'xx'ood,  Dr.  Olix'er  H. 
Blood,  Dr.  John  S.  Butler,  Dr.  Samuel  B.  M'oodxvard, 
Dr.  (leorye  C'handler,  Stephen  Salisbury,  Es(p,  Anthonx' 
Chase,  -lohn  Milton  Earle,  Hon.  ,loseph  G.  Kendall, 
Maturin  L.  Eisher,  Esep,  Benjamin  Franklin  Thomas, 
Daniel  Waldo  Lincoln,  FredeiTdx  W.  Paine,  and  mxxself. 
Dr.  Woodward  was  made  President,  ]\Ir.  Salisburx’,  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  Thomas,  Secretary,  Mr.  Paine,  Treasurei-, 
and  Dr.  Green,  Dr.  Blood  A  myself.  Directors.  We  are 
hereafter  to  meet  monthly,  and  the  first  meetiny  will  be 
on  the  second  Wedmxsday  of  June.  Our  object  is  to 
investigate  the  Science  of  Phrenology  A  ascautain  its 
nature  and  the  foundation  theia^  may  be  for  it  in  truth. 
Dike  aJI  new  converts,  we  are  full  of  fury  and  enthusiasm, 
and  w  ('  may  thank  ourselx  es,  if  xve  escape'  beiny  rank 
Pagans. 

May  :^(). 

JS'ew  Pantaloons  at  $7.50 — drab  colerd. 
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Rost.,  May  27,  1S34. 

Left  ^^^oreestel■  at  six  in  tlie  inorniny  in  the  sta<>’e  for 
Boston,  in  company  with  AVilliani  Lincoln,  to  attend  the 
animal  nieetini!;  of  the  Antiip  Soc.  A^"e  had  for  conipaiiiv 
the  lion.  Renj.  Russell  of  Boston,  (fenl  Matoon  of 
Amherst,  Edward  (L  Prescott,  Esip,  of  Boston,  and  INIr. 
Porter  of  Stnrhrido-e,  brother  of  Dr.  Woodward’s  wife  ; 
and  a  Mr.  (Ti'een  fi’om  Hartford,  son  of  one  Benjamin 
(freen  of  Boston.  Mr.  Russell  entertained  ns  all  the  wax’ 
with  his  anecdotes.  lie  and  the  general  gave  ns  siiw-es, 
canipai[g]ns  A  battles  from  one  end  of  the  Pevolntion  to 
the  other.  And  IMr.  Green,  having  found  that  I  was  an 
antiijnary,  was  particular  in  his  attentions  to  me.  He  now 
resides  at  Hartford,  giving  himself  wholly  np  to  litcrarv 
pursuits,  having  a  partial  sort  of  love  for  ancient  printing, 
and  has  some  old  books,  one,  a  Bible  of  1470,  as  lie  savs, 
but  I  doubt  it. 

How  delightfnl  the  country  looks — everything  gi'een 
and  beautiful. 

Wednesday,  IMay  28,  ’34. 

I  devoted  the  forenoon  to  an  examination  of  books  in 
Perkins’  Antiquarian  Book  store,  to  see  what  he  might  have 
relating  to  American  history.^  I  found  many  things  whiidi 
we  had  not,  and  laid  out  such  as  we  might  want  and 
ascertained  their  [irice.  Visited  Jos.  AVillard  and  attended 
the  meeting  of  yl  Society  at  12  o’clock.  Only  four  were 
present,  viz.  :  Edward  I).  Bangs,  Hon.  James  C.  Merrill, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  and  myself.  We  read  reports  and  talked 
miscellaneously,  which  occupied  in  all  about  two  hours. 

After  this,  1  met  with  Mi-.  [Andrew  E.]  Belknap,  son 
of  Jei'emy,  the  historian,  wdio  obligingly  gave  me  two  Ms. 
sermons  of  his  father,  with  a  promise  that  he  would  com¬ 
plete  for  me  onr  list  of  his  [irinted  hibors.  His  room,  to 

■This  was  Oliv'ei'  L.  I’erkins,  wlm  was  a  dealer  iii  aiitiquariaii  books,  and  liad  a 
store  at  No.  5ti  Coruhill. 
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which  ho  invited  me,  hcino-  a  chamher  in  tlfe  south  end  of 
tlie  dO’emont  House,  coinniands  a  view  of  the  Park  St. 
Burial  (Tround,  whicli  he  lias,  at  his  own  exjiense,  orna¬ 
mented  with  about  oOO  forest  trees. 

d'hui'sday.  May  29,  ’84. 

Spent  tile  day  in  examining  book  stores  and  found  very 
little  to  reward  my  search.  Mr.  Willis  gtive  me  five 
volumes  of  the  Recorder,  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Ilallett,  editor  of 
the  Daily  Advocate,  promised  me  ai  yreat  main'  anti- 
masonic  jmblications.' 

June  1,  1884. 

The  whole  Spring,  thus  far,  has  lieen  extremely  cold 
and  uncomfortable.  Every  rain  since  the  third  week  in 
March  has  been  followed  with  a  cold,  chilling  wu'nd.  On 
May  27  I  went  to  Boston  with  William  Lincoln  to  attend 
the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  AVe  left  Worces¬ 
ter  at  ()  in  the  morning,  in  the  mail  stage,  and  reached 
Ixiston  at  12  at  noon.  Our  stage  company  consisted  of 
the  Hon.  Benjamin  Russell,  the  famous  editor  of  the 
BoHton  Centinel,  Gen.  Mattoon  of  Amherst,  Col.  Edwai'd 
G.  Prescott  of  Boston,  Mr.  Porter  from  Sturbrido-e  (a 
brother  of  Dr.  Woodward’s  wife),  a  Mr.  Green  from 
Hartford,  whose  father  was  Benjamin  Green,  a  merchant, 
formerly  in  Boston  and  now  dead,  Mr.  Lincoln  and  myself. 

1  his  Ml.  (xieeii  is  an  antiijuary,  and,  ha\4ng  a  fortune, 
amuses  himself  in  coileeting  old  books.  He  is  a  small 
man  with  very  large  and  frightful  whiskers,  and  is  very 
eccentrie.  He  mentioned  that  he  had  two  books  printed 
before  1500.  He  appeared  to  lie  a  modest  man,  but  a 
great  lover  of  old  things.  Mr.  Russell  and  Gen.  Mattoon 
being  Revolutionary  soldiers,  entertained  us  with  their 
fighting  experience.  They  refought  every  battle  from 

'  Nuthamel  Willis  was  the  founder  and  editor  of  the  HoMoa  Recorder  an  in- 
duential  religious  newspaper.  Benjamin  F.  Hallett  was  afterwards  a  prominent 
leader  ,n  the  Demoeratie  party.  He  was  called  by  his  political  opponents  *•  The 
Soldier  of  Fortune.” 
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that  at  Lexington  to  the  taking  of  C'ornwallis.  Both  knew 
General  Washington  personally,  and  also  Dr.  Franklin. 
Russell  mentioned  several  anecdotes  of  the  latter,  and  one 
which  occurred  while  he  was  a  printer’s  hoy  with  Isaiah 
I  homas  at  W  orcester.  Dr.  Fraidvlin  Avas  on  some  })ul)lic 
hnsiness  in  this  ])art  of  the  country,  which  required  his 
stay  at  A\h)rcester  tAvo  or  three  days.  Much  of  his  time 
was  spent  in  the  printing  office,  and  Mr.  Russell  says  that 
he  gave  the  men  some  Amry  useful  hints  about  Avorking  the 
press.  The  press  AA^as  so  constructed  that  oidy  half  of  one 
side  of  a  sheet  could  he  pressed  at  one  motion,  and  the 
Doctoi  took  the  apparatus  out  and  in  a  feiA^  minutes 
arranged  it  so  that  the  AAdiole  side  of  a  sheet  could  lie 
printed  at  one  instead  of  tAvo  operations. 

By  referring  to  my  letter  hook,  I  found  that  about  a 
A  eai  ago  I  had  A\u‘itten  Mr.  Russell  a  letter,  recpiestino'  him 
to  giAm  me  an  account  of  the.oTeat  men  of  'New  Eno-land 
as  he  had  knoAvn  them,  and  his  ojiinion  of  them  as  to 
talents,  and  to  illustrate  Avith  as  many  anecdotes  as  he 
pleased.  Not  having  received  any  ansAAmr,  I  mentioned 
the  subject  to  him  and  he  began  to  apologise,  saying  that 
he  had  thought  of  the  subject  often,  but  there  AA^as  so  much 
for  him  to  talk  about  that  he  did  not  knoAv  Avdiere  to  beoffii. 
He  sfioke  of  things,  lioAveA  er,  in  such  a  AA'ay  as  led  me  to 
believe  that  he  had  made  a  lieginning,  and  I  do  not  despair 
of  yet  getting  something  from  him.  lie  talked  inces¬ 
santly  all  the  AA^ay  to  Boston  and  related  stoiu'  ujion  stoi'A’, 
and  AAdiat  astonished  me  AA^as  the  clearness  and  jirccision 
Avith  Avhich  he  could  give  the  Christian  and  sirnames  of 
individuals.  He  AAmuld  gHe  tlie  name  of  John  Hancock’s 
coachman  or  of  an  oyster-seller  fifty  years  ago  as  preciseh- 
as  though  thej"  had  uoav  been  before  him.  Although  he  is 
noAv  seventy-six,  he  looks  like  a  man  of  sixty  only,  and 
Avhen  he  begins  to  tell  an  anecdote  his  manner  is  so  earnest 
and  the  circumstances  so  [larticular  that  the  hearer  has  no 
ground  for  doubting  aiiAThing. 

o  O  «/  o 
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(ien.  iNIattooii  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  years, 
totally  blind.  Ilis  mind  is  not  im})ai)'ed  by  aye,  and  he 
makes  himself  exceedingly  interesting  in  his  eonyersation. 

Mr.  Rnssell  and  (lol.  Pre»seott  had  been  to  Worcester  as 
a  eomniittee  of  the  Ancient  and  lion.  Artillery  Compaing 
to  see  Gov.  Davis  in  relation  to  the  ai)})roaching  artillery 
election.  ^Fhe  i)olitical  year  having  been  altered  by  tlu' 
(institution,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Governor 
to  be  i)resent,  and,  he  not  being  a  military  man,  it  was 
feared  he  might  not  be  ])resent  unless  particularly  invited 
to  attend,  and  to  extend  this  invitation  was  a  i)art  of  their 
errand. 

I  stoj)i)ed  with  Mr.  Lincoln  at  the  Tremont  House. 
There  were  few  gentlenieu  whom  I  knew.  The  onh’  one 
among  them  any  wav  famous  was  Stephen  II.  Long  of  the 
Gnited  States  Army  ;  the  same  who  commanded  the  ex))e- 
dition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  an  account  of  wdiich  was 
l)ul)lished  by  Edwin  James,  and  his  expedition  to  discover 
the  sources  of  the  River  St.  Peter,  an  account  of  which  was 
drawn  iq)  and  i)ublished  ))y  Keating.  He  is  a  small  man 
of  about  50,  and  not  remarkal)ly  iinjiosing  either  in  his 
looks  or  (‘onversation. 

I  was  in  Boston  five  days,  and  during  that  time  the  sun 
did  not  appear.  The  weather  was  cold  and  uncomfortable 
and  rained  nearly  evcuw  day.  I  amused  myself  by  going 
among  the  different  book  store’s  and  hunting  up  ^Vmei'ica.u 
history.  I  fouud  some  hundreds  of  vols.  which  I  much 
wanted,  that  could  be  purchased  for  a  mere  trifle.  I  had 
only  1.)  dollars  of  the  Society’s  money  to  expend,  and  this 
I  laid  out  as  advantageously  as  I  could. 

On  Saturday  morniug  I  went  to  visit  the  Rev.  Dr. 
[\\  illiam]  Jenks.  He  resides  in  (h'escent  Gourt,  leading 
out  of  West  Street.  ‘  He  received  me  very  cordially  and 
politely,  and  said  that  he  had  designed  to  talk  with  me  all 


'  Or.  Jeiiks  resided  at  1  Crescent  IMaee,  which  led  out  of  (treeu  Street. 
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the.  foi’euooii  and  wished  me  to  i>-ive  liim  an  account  of  my 
lal)ors  as  lil)nu-ian  and  of  the  condition  of  the  institution. 

I  lelated  all  to  him  and  he  j)ai'ticularly  commended  mv 
plan  of  inci-easino:  the  lihrary  l)y  making'  it  a  collection  of 
the  [)i'odnctions  of  Amencan  authors.  I  fomid  him  very 
cheerful,  and  no  one  could  he  in  his  com])any  without 
perceiving  that  he  is  a  })erson  of  the  greatest  })urity  of 
character,  and  the  most  [)rofound  learning.  He  ins])ii'ed 
me  with  so  much  new  zeal  and  love  for  my  vocation  that  I 
shall  return  to  [my]  labors  with  new  pleasure  and  satis¬ 
faction.  He  showed  some  of  the  mai)s  and  charts  he 
had  made  of  his  family  which  evinced  the  most  astonish¬ 
ing  industry.  He  had  not  connected  his  ancestor  in  this 
country  with  the  parent  stock  in  p:ngland,  hut  he  had 
started  the  race  in  A\  ales  and  had  followed  it  hack  for 
more  than  nineteen  hundred  years.  The  subject  of  the 
English  nobility  was  one  of  his  hohhys  and  ho  had  pursued 
it  with  yreat  success. 

He  is  (|uite  a  small  man,  wears  breeches,  and  combs  his 
hair  back  over  his  forhead.  He  has  a  fine  head,  with  the 
organ  of  Language  largely  developed. 

r  met  rial ed  Sparks  at  A^ilkins  Bookstore.^  I  never  had 
seen  him  before.  He  has  no  look  about  him  that  would 
make  one  believe  he  was  an  author.  He  is  sijuare  built 
and  inclined  to  grossness.  He  is  short,  with  verv  black 
hair.  I  spent  a  half  hour  with  him  very  i)l(>asantly  and  he 
in  an  esjiecial  manner  commended  me  for  my  care  and 
labor  in  the  collection  and  ])reservation  of  newspajiers, 
■saying  that  in  his  different  ])ublications  he  had  made  oTc^at 
use  of  them  and  regretted  that  so  few  [lerfoct  fihvs  of  old 
papers  had  been  spared  from  destruction. 

r^iieut.  Gov.  'Winthrop,  President  of  the  Societv,  sent  to 

'  This  was  John  H.  Wilkins  (  H.  ('.  1818)  who  in  1828  was  a  jiartner  in  the  tii'in  of 
Hillard,  Gray  &  Co.,  the  predecessors  of  Little,  Brown  lV  Co.,  anil  on  tlie  same 
jiremises  as  now  occupied  by  the  last  named  linn.  Mr.  Wilkins,  at  about  the  time 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  had  ftone  into  business  with  Charles  Bolles  in  Water 
Street  for  the  sale  of  paper. 
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liave  me  pay  him  a  visit.  He  has  been  sick  for  (i  months 
so  as  not  to  be  able  to  g'o  out  of  his  house.  He  is  ha])))y  to 
see  com})any,  and  I  spent  two  liours  with  him  very  i)leas- 
antly.  He  had  ])ui'chased  several  ))ooks  for  the  Society, 
whicli,  when  I)ound,  he  'would  send  to  Worcester. 

I  left  Boston  in  the  mail  stai>’e  at  10  in  the  eveidnii',  and 
reached  AVorcestcr  in  the  mornini''  between  d  and  o. 

June  4,  lSo4. 

AVilliam  Bentley  Fowle,  Es(p,  of  Boston,  came  to  see 
me  todaA'  and  remained  with  me  two  days  and  a  half.  He 
is  the  nephew  of  the  late  Bev.  Dr.  AA^illiam  Bentley  of 
Salem,  and  was  formerly  a  bookseller  in  Boston,  but  of 
late  years  has  been  at  the  head  of  a  school  for  ^'oulm■ 
ladies.  Recently  he  has  made  himself  famous  by  his  suc¬ 
cess  as  a  lecturer  on  Phrenoloiry.  He  talked  incessanth' 
dnrino'  his  stay  in  town,  and  I  was  greatly  ])leased  and 
instructed  by  his  company.  He  promised  me  that  some 
convenient  time  he  Avould  present  to  the  Antiipiarian 
Society  the  manuscripts  which  belonged  to  his  uncle,  and 
also  that  he  would  prepare  a  biogra[)hical  memoir  of  him 
for  the  transactions  of  the  Society.  He  gave  me  this 
information  in  relation  to  the  painting  of  Saint  John 
which  hangs  in  the  Library.  Some  s;ylors  from  his  uncle's 
parish  in  Salem  were  at  Leghorn  at  the  time  Bonaj)artc 
was  transferring  the  })aintings  and  statuary  from  Italy  to 
Paris.  As  these  articles  were  brought  to  Leghoi'u  in  their 
passage  to  Paris,  these  Salem  sailors  were  rexpured  to 
render  some  assistance  relating  to  them,  and  as  they  did 
not  understand  French  could  ouly  understand  by  signs 
what  was  doing.  AAdien  they  found  out  the  Avhole  of  the 
paintings  and  statuary  had  been  stolen,  one  of  them  cried 
out,  "by  Ct — (1,  Parson  Bentley  must  have  some  of  them,'’ 
and  thereupon  seized  this  Saint  John  and  brought  it  to 
Salem  and  gave  it  to  him.  And  at  his  decease  he  becpieathed 
it  to  the  Anti(juarian  Society. 
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-June  (i. 

Kev.  Howard  iMalroiu,  Ui  distiiii>ui,sli(‘(l  Baptist 
iiian  from  Boston,  spent  an  half  day  with  me.  He  was 
horn  in  Philadel])hia.  and  has  l)oen  settled  seven  vears. 
Ilis  ancestor  wars  from  Scotland. 

dime  10,  1884. 

I  had  a  ])leasant  visit  today  from  lion.  Aa,ron  Tnfts  and 
his  family  from  Dudley;  and  lion.  James  AVilson  of 
Keene,  X.  II. 

Dea.  Janu's  AA  ilson  t)f  AA  orcester  hronght  me  mam’ 
pamjihlets  and  newsi)apers.  He  has  been  Post  Alaster  for 
aliont  thirty  years.  He  was  the  successor  of  the  late 
Isaiah  Ihomas,  LL.I).,  who  ivas  remoied  h^’  President 
Jefferson  on  account  of  his  Federalism,  and  Deacon  AA^il- 
son,  who  was  a  good  Democrat,  put  in  his  place.  Bnt  last 
fall  the  deacon  v'as  charg'd!  wdth  lieing'  a  Federalist,  having 
lost  his  Democracy,  and  Jnhal  Harrington,  Es(p,  editor  of 
the  ^Vovcester  Countp  Pe^niblican,  a  new’spaper  devoted 
to  (ren.  Jackson,  w-as  apiiointed  Post  Alaster  in  his  place. 
I'he  deacon,  being  old  and  out  of  ein])loyment,  is  now 
making  arrangements  to  go  to  (hncinnati,  Ohio,  to  live 
with  his  son.  His  family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  two 
danghters,  Frances  and  Sarah,  are  to  go  with  him.' 

Deacon  AAdlson  was  born  in  Durham,  County  of  Durham, 
in  England  in  1782.  His  father  ivas  a  clergi’inan  tlu're 
and  left  England  in  Alarch,  177.A,  for  this  country,  with 
his  son  James,  then  thirteen  years  old.  The}’  ivere  off 
Xi'wfonndland  Bank  when  the  tight  at  Ewxington  took 
j)lace.  JJieir  vessel  })ut  into  Marblehead  and  in  a  few  dav’s 
occuri'ed  the  Bunker  Hill  affair;  and  the  deacon  savs  that 
so  great  was  the  light  created  b}'  the  burning  of  Charles¬ 
town  that  the  time  of  idght  could  be  distinguished  at 

Deacon  James  Wilson  was  the  foumler  of  the  first  liajitist  Society  in  Worcester, 
often  having  meetings  in  his  own  house.  He  ilie<l  at  Cincinnati  Fehruary  5,  1841. 
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Ma,ii)Iolu':),(l  Oy  the  watch.  llis  father  was  ,sy)()n  after  set¬ 
tled  at  Haverhill,  Ma,ss.,  whei’e  he  remained  as  a  preacher 
until  177(>,  when  he  obtained  permission  to  return  to 
Knghind  to  bring-  out  his  two  danghters,  whom  lu*  had  hd't 
at  Durham.  Hut  information  was  give)i,  aftei'  he  had  goiu' 
on  board  the  vessel,  then  lying  in  (llo[n]eester  Harbor,  that 
he  was  r('tnrning  to  Hngland  to  give  aiii  aeeonid  to  the 
government  of  the  poverty  and  distress  })re\'ailing  in  the. 
Pro\'inee,  wdneh  indneed  tin*  (lommittee  of  Safet>'  to 
detain  him,  together  with  four  British  officers  who  \vere  to 
embark  in  the  same  vessel,  for  examination.  They  all 
entered  a  boat  to  retuim  to  the  slioi-e,  when  a  sudden  sijiiall 
of  wind  in)set  the  boat  and  they  were  all  drowned. 

dames  was  then  in  the  store  of  William  White  of  Haver¬ 
hill,  with  whom  he  lived  until  17So,  when  he  returned  to 
Kngland  to  o])tain  a  legacy  left  him  b^'  his  grandmother  at 
Durham.  He  remained  in  England  until  171)2-3,  when  he 
returned  to  America,  and  settled  at  Worcester  in  17!),'), 
where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  His  wife  is  the  sister 
of  William  White,  Esip,  of  Haverhill,  afterwards  of 
Boston,  and,  tinally,  of  Butland,  in  the  ('ouiTw  of 
Worcester. 

INfr.  Wilson  is  now  deacon  of  the  Baptist  ('hurch  in 
Worcester,  and  has  always  enjoyed  the  most  unbleudshed 
rej)utation. 


dune  12,  1334. 


I  diiK'd  today  at  Simeon  Bnrt  s.  It  was  a  tamiB'  party 
to  eat  a.  salmon  brought  from  .Merrimatd^.  Adlliani  Moore 
Town,  Es(p  (son  of  (Jen.  Salem  Town  of  Charlton),  who 
married  Frances,  and  Dr.  Edward  Eamb,  also  a  natiye  of 
(Miarlton,  who  married  Katherine,  sisters  to  Mrs.  Burt,  and 
all  danghters  of  Dr.  deremiah  Robinson,  and  Mary  K,ol)in- 
son,  made  np  the  party. 
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June  1(1,  1334. 

John  Howard  Payne'  hrono-ht  me  a,  letter  of  iiitrodnction 
from  Prof.  Holland  of  AVashino-too  Colleo-e,  Hartford, 
(d)n.  He  remained  with  me  at  the  Anti<inarian  Hall  all 
daw.  He  eame  to  AA'oreester  from  Sprino;tield,  by  way  of 
(Ireenfield,  on  foot.  He  is  a  small  man,  almnt  forty-fiye, 
ainl  yery  inodest'aiid  inpwetendiiio- for  one  who  has  been 
so  nmeh  earessed  by  the  public^'  He  is  obtainino-  snl)- 
sca-i))ers  to  a  ma«-azine  whieh  he  proposes  to  ])nbiish  in 
Imndon  at  ten  dollars  a  year,  and  has  nndertaken  the 
tal)orions  task  of  yisitino-  all  ])arts  of  the  United  States  to 
obtain  ])atrons  to  his  work.  'I'he  name  of  the  mai>-azine  is 
Jam  Jehan  Xima  !  ”  and  a  yery  frio-htful  name  it  is,  too. 
AVilliam  AI.  Towne  and  myself  were  the  only  subscribers 
found  in  AA^oreester.^ 

I  spent  the  whole  day  and  eyenino-  in  talkino'  with  him, 
and  found  him  yery  interesting  and  intellio-ent.  He 
promised  to  send  me  a  eo])y  of  each  of  his  ])ublieations 
and  s(nne  other  books,  whieh  he  made  a  memorandum  of. 


June  20,  1834. 

Mr.  (  harles  J.  t^tratford  f)f  Alilbury  eame  to  see  me. 
He  is  the  ne])hew  of  the  venerable  Thomas  AAhileot  [Wall- 
cut],  Ks(|.,  of  Boston,  who  has  made  himself  well  known 
^  in  Boston  as  a  curious  and  indefatigable  collector  of  pamph¬ 
lets. ^  Air.  Stratford  told  me  that  he  and  his  brother,  Kent 
B.  Stratford,  a  journeyman  printer  in  Boston,  would  ])ro- 
bably  iidierit  Air.  Waleot’s  eolleetions,  and  that  he  should 
be  pleased  to  have  all  his  i)ami)hlets,  mai)s  and  newspapei's 

'  Author  of  ■■  Home,  Sweet  Home.” 

-The  title  of  the  proposed  Journal  “.lam  .Tehan  Mima”  was  taken  from  the 
Per.sian,  beinjt  the  name  given  to  a  famous  cup,  which  was  sup]iosed  to  possess  the 
liro])erty  of  representing  in  it  everything  which  was  then  doing  in  the  World.  The 
price  of  the  Journal  was  to  be  ten  dollars,  but  although  Mr.  Payne  travelled  in  many 
of  the  States  to  obtain  subscribers  he  was  finally  obliged  to  give  up  the  attempt  ftir 
want  of  suflicient  sup|)ort. 

‘‘Thomas  Wallcnt  was  one  of  the  ten  original  members  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
toric.al  Society.  A  memoir  of  him  by  his  nephew,  Rev.  Robert  P.  W'allcut,  is  in  the 
.second  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  that  Society. 
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sent  t(»  the  Lihrarv  (jf  the  Anti(|iiai’ian  Society,  \vher(‘  they 
luig’ht  he  kept  together'.  The  luiiiibei'  of  them  is  now  veiw 
lai'ge,  lie  having  been  collecting  them  for-  many  year's.  He 
has  also  a  r'espectablc  collection  of  books.  A  few  year's 
ago  h(‘  gave  five  Inmdi'cd  volumes  of  the  most  valuable 
among  thcmi  to  the  libi'ai'V  of  Bowdoin  (College. 

Ml'.  Whilcot  I'csided  a  few  year's  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  in 
its  early  settlement,  and  while  there  translated  some  jrart 
of  the  New  Testament  into  the  Indian  langiiao'e.  This 
fact  was  nnknown  to  me  befoi'c  ;  but  l\Ir.  Stratford  says 
that  he  has  often  seen  the  volume,  and  is  certain  that  it 
was  done  by  his  uncle.  Ilis  name  is  not  in  the  translation, 
nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  notice  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Stratfoi'd’s  father  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
came  to  this  coimti'y  immediately  after  the  })cace  of  1788. 
He  was  a  cabinetmaker,  and  married  Mr.  M^alcot’s  sister, 
and  died  abonf  IcSOd,  aged  on. 

Ml'.  Walcot  was  never  married,  and  he  is  now  between 
70  et  -SO.  He  was  fora  great  many  year's  a  sci'i verier'  in 
the  State  Iloirso.  His  benevolence  has  kejrt  him  alwavs 
poor,  and  the  main  jrart  of  his  snbsistenee  is  derived  from 
a  pension  from  the  Cieneral  (Tovernment  for  some  sei'- 
viees  rendered  in  the  Kevolntionai'y  AVar. 

.lane  2-S,  1-884. 

Dea.  dames  Wilson  and  his  rvife  and  two  danii'litei's, 
Frances  A  Sarah,  left  AVoi'cester  this  mornin<>-  for  ('iiiein- 
nati,  Ohio.  His  son,  who  I'csides  tlrei'e,  had  come  to 
accompany  them  back  with  him.  Before  Air.  Wilson  left, 

I  asked  him  to  give  me  an  aeeonnt  of  his  life,  and  rvrote 
him  a  ])olite  note  to  that  cmd.  He  g'a\  e  me  no  answer. 

fliily  1  &  2. 

Todai'  assembled  in  this  town  a  convention  of  vonn<'' 

’  ^ 

men  from  all  pai'ts  of  the  State  to  hell)  eanse  of 
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teuipevance.  Over  four  huiulred  deleo-ates  were  i)i'e.seiit. 
I  was  iiitrodueed  to  many  of  them.  They  were  all,  so  fai' 
as  I  could  learu,  yoiiug-  o-eutlemeii  of  yreat  respectability. 
Some  of  them,  howe\  er,  were  rather  old,  heiuo'  more  than 
forty.  They  behayed  very  well,  thouQ-h  1  could  ha,ye  Avislu'd 
they  had  draidc  less  cyder.  But  ])eo})le  will  iiexei'  escajie 
falliuy  into  absurdities,  especialh’  reformers. 

1  he  conyentioii  sat  two  days.  The  meud)ers  made 
many  speeches  and  voted  that  no  more  wiiu'  should  be 
drank,  d'his  was  ultimately  eai'ried  lyy  a  stron<>’  noP*, 
thouo-h  it  cost  many  wiw  faces  and  some  shai'i)  speakiny. 


duly  3. 

I  rode  on  horseback,  aceompaided  by  three  ladies  :  Mrs. 
John  Putnam,  whose  husband  was  of  the  firm  of  Putnam, 
\\  illianis  y  C'o.  ;  i\Iiss  Kllen  Biyelow,  eldest  dauiihter 
of  Hon.  Lewis  Biyelow,  formerly  of  Petersham,  and 
author  of  the  "  Diyest  of  the  Mass.  Kei)orts  ”  ;  and  Miss 
Llizabeth  Irumbull,  eldest  daughter  of  (leorge  A.  Trum¬ 
bull,  cashier  of  the  Central  Bank  in  Worcester.'  We 
had  one  race  after  we  got  out  of  the  street,  but  jjutting 
horses  to  the  t(jp  of  theii-  s[)ee(l  with  ladies  upon  them  is 
rafhei'  dangerous.  A"e  got  back  safely. 

July  4. 

1  he  day  was  celebrated  by  the  Whig  ])arty  in  an  im- 
l)osing  manner.  Fi-aidclin  Dexter,  Esq.,  son  of  the  late 
lion.  Samuel  Dexter  of  Boston,  deli\ered  the  oi'ation  in 
Dr.  Bancroft’s  meeting  house.  A  national  salute  of 
artillei'y  was  tired  at  sunrise,  accompanied  b\'  the  rino-ing 
of  the  four  church  bells,  and  the  same  cereimmy  repeated 
at  sundown.  Dinner  was  ])rovided  in  the  Town  Hall, 
wliere  three  hundred  sat  at  the  table.  I  was  unwell  and 


'  Mr.  Trumbull  was  afterwards  eiisliiei'  of  the  Citizens  Hank  at  Worcester, 
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(lid  not  join  in  the  festivities.  I  took  niy  dinner  at  Rejoice 
Newton’s,  tea  at  (Tovernor  Davis’,  and  attended  a  party 
in  the  eveuiipa'  at  (xovernor  Lincoln’s. 

Gov.  Lincoln  reached  town  last  evening'  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  being  a  membei'  of  Gongress,  and  made  a  speech  at 
the  dinner  tabh'  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  on  the  affairs  at 
AGashington,  which  was  most  favoi’abh’  recei\'ed  bv  the 
audience. 


-Inly  111  (Sat.),  IS.'U. 

During  the  month  of  July,  thus  far,  I  have  ])een  engaged 
very  busily  u})on  the  Gataloguo  of  the  Librainu  The 
weatlier,  some  of  the  time,  has  been  so  vei'y  warm  as  to 
prevent  my  Avorking  to  much  effect.  On  one  day  the 
thermometer,  which  hung  on  the  north  side  of  the  house, 
stood  at  h(SJ,  which  is  the  In'ghest  it  has  reached  for  sixteen 
years. 

Yesterday  (1<S)  I  was  introduced  to  iNIr.  Rennett,  a. 
lawyer  from  AYinchester,  K.  IL,  who  is  a  native  of  Swan- 
zey,  and  was  formerly  at  the  head  High  School  in  Keene. 
He  was  never  graduated  at  any  college.  This  mornino- 
AVdIliam  Lincoln,  -fosej)!)  G.  Prentiss,  with  Mr.  Bennett 
and  myself,  went  to  Hopkinton  Springs.  AAd‘  reached 
there  a  little  aftei-  nine,  and  left  at  sundown.  AAT  s[)ent 
the  day  in  bowling,  in  Avhich  I  had  good  luck.  AAT  pla\'ed 
at  bagatelle,  at  graces,  and  heard  the  ladies  idaA'  on  the 
piano.  There  were  thiify  or  forty  boardeivs  at  the  Spriny 
House,  a.ud  I  was  told  ))y  Air.  Niorm'oss,  the  kee|)ei',  that 
some  of  the  time  he  had  had  as  many  as  seventy  stavin<>- 
with  him  at  once,  which  is  as  many  as  his  house  will 
accommodate.  My  ride  cost  me  three  dollars  a.ud  foify 
cents. 

My  father  was  here  to  see  me  on  Thursday  and  left  on 

Friday  morning. 
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.Inly  22,  1834. 

('harles  AIIcmi  and  David  T.  Bno-ham,  E.s(|,s.,  haviuo’ 
made  ai'raiig-ements  t()  visit  IIopkiDtoii  Spi-ino-s  today, 
(leoro-e  Tilly  K.ioe  invited  me  to  take  a  seat  in  his  chaise 
and  accompany  them.  Charles  (4.  Prentiss,  Esep,  kindly 
offered  to  remain  in  charoe  of  the  Anti(inarian  Hall  durino- 
iny  ahsence,  and  so  I  accepted  his  invitation.  We  reached 
th(‘  Springs  at  ten,  and  rolled  nine  pins  until  seven  in  the 
eveiuny,  when  .we  returned  and  arri\  ed  at  Worcestei'  at  a 
litth'  past  nine.  A  e  |)laved  for  fonr})cnce  a  game  ;  that 
is,  ea,ch  of  ns  put  that  sum  into  the  pool,  and  he  that 
knocked  down  most  i)ins  with  the  three  halls  took  the 
l)ool.  At  night  I  ^vas  twehe  and  a  half  cents  out  of 
l)ocket,  which  I  accounted  rather  [toor  hick,  as  I  generally 
am  a  winner,  'riiongh  I  say  it  myself,  I  am  (piite  a  dab 
at  the  game. 

duly  23,  1834. 

I  saw  Mr.  Benjamin  Hale  today  from  Hanover,  N.  IE, 
who  is  professor  of  chemistry  in  the  college  there.  He  is 
a  native  of  ^ewhury|)ort.  Mass.,  ami  v'as  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  (fardiner  Lyceum  in  Maine,  and,  for  a 
season,  tutor  in  Bowdoin  College.  He  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  CArus  King,  who  is  the  brother  of  -  King  of 

■Maine.  He  had  a  brother,  flosiah  L.  Hale,  in  his  com])anv, 
who  is  a  merchant  in  .Vew  York. 

July  30  (Wed.),  1834. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  CAnncil  of  the  Antiipiarian 
Society  this  e\'ening,  and  I  eommnnicated  to  them  mv 
good  fortune  in  having  prevailed  mion  tlu^  \enerable 
Thomas  \Yalcott  of  Boston  to  present  to  our  library  his 
collections  of  pamiihlets  and  newspaiiers.  The  ('onncil 
thereu|)on  directed  me  to  (n'oceed  to  Boston  and  bring  his 
beipiest  to  AVorcester.  ddiey  ga\e  me  also  twentv-tive 


A  meriean  uinfuf  iicn'i'mi  Alodettf. 


;ni; 

(lolliii's  to  |)ui'cli:is(‘  siK'li  rjM’c  Itooks  as  fall  in  nn’ 

way . 

-Inly  ;n.  Thu. 

I  left  Worcester  at  o  P.  M.  in  the  staye  foi‘  P)Oston, 
ha\  in(>-  first  arranyed  matters  at  the  haJI  so  that  I  eouhl 
lea\'e  home  a, ml  not  he  trouhled  anxiet\'  duriny  nn' 
aJ)scnee.  AA  e  reached  Necalham  at  h  in  the  eveidny,  and 
ladny  afflicted  with  rhenmatism,  I  stayed  here  duriny  the 
niyht  calculatiny  to  reach  Boston  ])y  the  Pail  AAhiy  at  S  in 
the  morniny.  An  intelliyent  and  interestiny  yentleman 
from  (feoryia  by  the  name  of  ffackson,  son  oi  a  formei' 
(lovernor  of  that  State,  remained  with  me. 

Any.  1,  ls;-’)4. 

dhis  is  my  birthday.  Alas  I  how'  swift  the  rear  ha,s 
flown,  ddns  day  I  am  thirty-four  years  old. 

I  saw  today  for  the  first  time  a  Pail  AAbiy  t'ar.  AAdiat 
an  object  of  wonder  I  How  marvellous  it  is  in  every  i)ar- 
ti(adai  !  It  aij)pears  like  a  thiny  of  life.  The  cars  came 
out  from  Boston  with  aPout  an  hundred  passenyers  and 
performed  the  joiirney,  which  is  thirteen  miles,  in  fortv- 
three  minute's.  I  cannot  describe  the  stranye  sensations 
in'oduced  on  seeiny  the  train  of  cars  come  np.  And  when 
I  started  in  them  for  Boston,  it  seemed  like  a  drealn. 

I  blessed  my  stars  that  such  a  man  as  Robert  Fulton  had 
li\'('d  to  confer  on  his  fc'llow  mortals  an  im])i’o\'ement  so 
\alnabl('  as  his  ap])lication  of  steam  ('uyines  to  dri\ini!' 
boats,  and  that  this  laid  snyyeste'd  the  af )})lica.tion  of  the 
same  power  to  inoviny  c'arriayes  on  land. 

Mr.  dackson  would  not  believe  that  Fulton  had  am'  idea 
of  a  Pail  AA'ay.  I  told  him  that  I  had  seen  a  descri])tion 
of  a  Pail  AAbiy  lony  before  any  such  thiny  w'as  known. 
There  was  a  small  volume  i)ublished  in  Baltimore  in  BSld, 
undei'  the  title  of  Patent-Piyht  o))pression  Fxi)osed  ;  or 
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Knavery  Deteeted.”  I)y  Patrick  N.  I.  Klisha,  in  which  a 
Steani  Rail  Wav  was  aptly  and  accnratcdy  descri))ed.  In 
the  end  of  the  hook,  the  aidhor  has  a  chapter  lieaded 
"  Prophecy  by  the  Poet,”  in  which  he  says,  "33ie  time  will 
come  when  people  will  travel  in  stages  moved  bv  steam 
eno-ines,  from  one  city  to  another,  almost  as  fast  as  birds 
tl^ ,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  an  hour.  A  cari’iaa;'e  will  set 
nut  from  Washington  in  the  morning,  the  passengers  w  ill 
breakfast  in  Baltimore,  dine  at  Philadelphia,  and  sup  at 
New  \  ork  the  same  day.”  But  Oliver  Evans  had  enter¬ 
tained  the  opiidon  that  both  boats  and  carriages  mio-ht  be 
proi)elled  by  steam  as  early  as  17S3.  But  I  am  digressino- 
too  much. 

We  reached  Boston  about  half  past  11.  T  put  up  at  the 
1  reniont  House.  I  w^aiidered  about  the  cit^^  during  the 
day  and  arranged  business  so  as  to  go  to  work  in  the 
morning.  T  called  u})on  the  Rev.  Robert  I".  Walcott, 
nei)hew'  of  our  benefactor,  Miv  Thomas  Whilcott,  and  he 
agreed  to  shew'  me  the  collections  of  his  uncle  in  the 
morning. 

Aug.  2.  Sat. 

I  called  on  Mr.  >yalcott  this  morning,  wdio  lives  in 
('olumbia  Street,  and  he  w'cnt  wdth  me  to  India  Street 
wdiere  the  pamphlets,  c*cc. ,  of  his  uncle  w'ere  dej^osited. 
They  wmre  in  the  fourth  storj'  of  an  oil  store  kejjt  bv 
('.  W.  Cartwnlght  &  Son,  whiere  the}'  had  been  i)laced 
about  four  months  ago.  They  w'cre  put  in  ancient  trunks, 
bureaus,  and  chests,  baskets,  tea  chests  and  old  drawvei's, 
and  presented  a  od<l  appearance.  The  exbmt  of 

them  w'as  altogether  beyond  my  exiu'ctations.  Mi-.  ^Val- 
cott  told  me  that  I  might  take  all  the  pam[)hlets  and 
newspa})ers  I  could  find  and  all  books  that  treated  of 
Amcilcan  history,  and  that  I  might  make  use  of  an\'  of 
th(>,  boxes  coutaiinng  them.  I  wmiit  immediatelv  to  w'ork 
to  })utting  them  iii  order  for  ti'ansporting  to  \Ah»rcester. 
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hverv  tliiii<>'  was  covered  witli  venei'able  diLst,  and  as  I  was 
under  a  slated  roof  and  the  tlierinoineter  at  ninety-three,  I 
had  a  pi'ettv  hot  time  of  it.  Nothino’  hut  a  love  of  such 
work  could  inspire  anj  man  to  labor  in  such  a  })lace.  The 
value  of  the  rarities  I  found,  however,  soon  made  me 
toro’et  the  heat,  and  I  have  never  seen  such  ha|)pv  moments. 
t]very  thing  I  opeiu'd  discovered  to  m_v  eves  some  unex¬ 
pected  treasure',  (ri'c'at  numleers  of  tlie  productions  of 
oui'  early  authors  were  turned  up  at  every  turn.  I  coidd 
hardly  persuade  myself  that  it  was  not  all  a  dream,  and  I 
a.i)plied  myself  with  all  industry  to  packing,  lest  capricious 
fortune  should  snatch  something  from  nn^  hands.  J 
worked  from  .S  in  the  morning  until  half  past  two  in  a 
heat  and  dust  and  stench  of  oil  that  would  have  been 
intolerable  in  any  other  circumstances.  When  I  came  out 
to  go  to  dinner  I  could  but  just  crawl.  Yet  at  thi'ee 
o  clock,  I  returned  to  it  again  and  labored  until  ni<>’ht. 


Aug.  3  (Sun.),  1834. 


Mr.  William  Bentley  Fowle,  nephew  of  the  late  Dr. 
Bentley  of  Salem,  called  upon  me  in  the  morning  and 
invited  me  to  accompany  him  to  church.  \Ye  heard  Mi'. 
[Nathaniel  L.]  Frothingham,  who  preaches  in  the  lirst 
<'hurch.  1  could  see  no  face  in  church  which  I  had  ever 
seen  before.  Mr.  Charles  Ewer,  formerly  a  bookseller  in 
Boston,  was  \vith  us.  lie  is  a  bacliellor,  and  particular 
friend  of  Mr.  Fowle.  Affer  meeting,  1  went  home  with 
Mr.  Fowle  and  dined  there.  IBs  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Moulton,  an  interesting  a.nd  intelligent  ladw  d'hey  liaxe 
seven  children.  After  dinner  Mr.  Fowle  Miowed  me  his 
library  and  his  iihrenological  collections,  he  being  famous 
as  a  lecturer  upon  that  subject.  Me  has  a  good  ('mllection 
of  books,  most  of  which  he  inherited  from  his  uncle,  Rev. 
Dr.  [^Villiam]  IF'iitley,  besides  his  uncl('’s  manuscrijits, 
which  are  very  numerous,  all  of  which  he  says  shall  be 
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added  to  the  lil)ravv  of  the  Auti(|uavian  Soeiedo'.  These 
manuscripts  are  very  numerous  and  his  ietters  and  dia,r\- 
are  very  valuable. 

After  meetino-,  we  went,  ata-ompanied  ))v  Mr.  Ewci’, 
who  is  a  very  modest  aild  sensil)le  nian,  to  the  north  end 
of  the  city  to  pick  out  and  examine  the  places  famous 
in  history.  We  took  iu  our  way  Foi-t  Mill,  and  so  followed 
alony  upon  the  wharves  and  talked  about  old  tliinys. 
They  were  (|uite  familiar  with  city  hisfoiw,  both  beiiio- 
natives  of  it.  They  showed  me  the  chanyes  and  altc'ra- 
tions  which  had  l)een  wrought  in  different  (|uarters  in  their 
day.  Mr.  Fowle’s  father  has  l)een  famous  as  a  Freemason, 
and  the  son  was  disposed  to  defend  this  |)ersecuted  institu¬ 
tion  on  the  father's  account.  He  pointed  out  the  ])lace 
where  he  formerly  lived  and  where  he  himself  was  born. 
It  is  in  what  is  now  called  Salutation  Street.^  It  dei'ived  its 
name  from  this  circumstance.  Anciently  there  was  a  tavern 
in  this  street  with  a  sign  having  upon  it  the  representation 
of  two  men  talking  to  each  other,  and  the  tavern  on  this 
account  was  called  the  "Two  Palaverers.”  The  street 
finally  fell  into  bad  repute,  and  its  inhabitants  petitioned 
that  instead  of  the  "  Two  Palaverers  ”  it  might  take  the 
more  dignified  name  of  "Salutation  Lane,"  alluding  to  the 
polite  attitude  of  the  two  men  on  the  sign,  who  appeared 
with  their  hats  off  bowing  to  each  other. 

We  went  into  the  north  burial  ground,  which  is  ncai' 
the  street  above  named,  where  we  saw  many  "names  dear 
to  fame.”  Tliere  we  sa^v  the  "Tomb  of  the  Mathers," 
which  is  near  the  northeast  coi'nei-  of  the  yard.  I  had  no 
time  to  copy  the  inscriptions,  though  I  saw  man\-  that 
1  wanted.  TIu'  only  one  which  I  took  was  the  following, 
which  is  in  the  south  Avail  : 

Here  Lyes  Interred  the  Body  of  .lolin  Langdon  Aged  82  years,  Dec' 
Dec.  1782. 


'  Drake  says  “  Salutation  Alley  down  liy  the  Salutation  (Tavern  )  into  Sliiii  Street.” 
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?A() 

[lere  Lyes  Interred  the  Body  of  Mrs.  .Ioanna  Feveryeare,  wife  to  Mr. 
(trafton  Feveryeare  aged  33  years  Dec'  April  10.  1727. 

Here  Lyes  Interred  the  Body  of  William  Pitman  Aged  45  years. 
Dec'  Dec.  17.  1732. 

Here  Lyes  Interred  the  Body  of  Deacon  .Tosepli  Langdon  who  died 
Mov.  5.  1742  in  tlie  55th  year  of  his  Age. 

Edward  Langdon  obt.  30  April  1755.  Aet.  31. 

Natli'  Langdon  obt.  27th  Dec.  1757.  Aet.  C3. 

Susanna  Langdon  obt.  21st.  Nov.  1705.  Aet.  33. 

Dea.  Edward  Langdon  obt.  25  May  1700.  Aet.  09. 

Mary  Langdon,  only  child  of  Edward  Langdon  Jnn.  Dec'  obt.  8tli 
Sept.  1771,  aet.  18, 

We  went  also  to  see  tlie  house  liuilt  1)V  Sir  William 
Phipps,  which  is  a  little  way  east  of  the  Burial  (Troiuid.  It 
is  now  used  as  a  charitable  institution  and  is  tinelv  shaded 
with  large  sycamore  trees.  We  went  to  the  North  Scpiare, 
where  resided  formerW  Increase,  Cotton,  and  Samuel 
Mather,  (loy.  Hutchinson  and  Hey.  Dr.  Clarke.  IIow 
(ileasant  it  is  to  visit  these  memorable  places  !  IIow 
thickly  the  cwents  of  [)ast  (hu's  rush  upon  the  mind  1 
How  much  of  fashion,  wmalth,  wit  and  learning  are  now 
buried  in  obi iy ion  ! 

After  walking  about  three  hours  \ye  returned  to  Mr. 
Fowle’s  and  there  took  tea.  I  went  afterwards  to  sec  nn* 
namesake,  Aaron  Baldwin,  Escp,  who,  with  his  ladAg  had 
just  returned  from  Nahant,  where  his  family  is  now  staying 
on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  A'oungest  daughter.  I 
took  tea  again  with  them  and  remained  there  until  ten 
o’ch)(‘k. 

Aug.  4  (Mon.),  1884. 

I  arose  at  lour,  and  not  finding  the  store  opcm  where  m\' 
pamphlets  were'  deposited,  1  wandered  about  the  cit^'  and 
visited  different  book  store's.  At  seven,  I  had  .access  to 
the  garret  of  my  oyl-store,  and  I  resumed  ud'  labors  with 
fresh  fmw.  One  of  the  first  things  that  gladdened  my 
eyes  was  the  forty  first  year  of  the  Diary  of  the  neyer  to 
be  foi'gotten  Cotton  Mather.  It  was  perfect  and  in  good 
condition  and  the  first  pages  contain  an  account  of  a  jouiig 
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lady's  liavinii'  asked  him  to  uiarvv  her  1  After  several 
fasts,  ami  ])leiitv  of  prayers  for  divine  direetion  in  sneh  an 
eml)arrassment,  he  wrote  her  a  letter  deelinino-  her  suit  I 
I  worked  until  two  o'eloek,  when  the  heat  l)eeomin<i'  so 
oppressive,  1  ii’ave  over  my  work  and  aeeompanied  Mr. 
da.ekson  (from  Geori^ia)  to  the  Athenivum,  Historical 
Society's  Kooms,  the  IMarket,  State  House  and  other  ])laees 
of  interest.  1 

Aug-.  5.  Tues. 

I'he  thermometer  was  at  ho,  and  I  worked  upon  the 
paniiihlets  as  l)efore. 


..Vug.  (1. 

I  prosecuted  my  labors  the  same  as  yesterday  and  in  tlie 
same  heat. 

His  Exeelleney  Gov.  Davis,  Gov.  Lincoln,  Hon.  Kejoiee 
N(‘wton  and  Thomas  Kinnieutt,  Es(].,  from  Worcester, 
reached  Boston  today  on  their  way  to  Salem  to  attend  the 
l)ublie  dinner  there  tomorrow  as  a  testimony  of  respect  to 
Mr.  Webster  and  Silsby,  our  Senators  in  Congress. 

Aug.  7  (Tlmrs.),  lSo4. 

I  fiiushed  packing  my  things  today  and  hell)''  load 
them  and  saw  them  start  for  Worcester.  Their  weight 
w:is  forty  four  hundred  and  seventy  six  pounds  I  I  cannot 
but  thiidv  that  it  is  the  most  x  ahiable  collection  of  the  early 
productions  of  New  England  authors  in  tlie  country.  As 
to  the  nnm))er  of  the  pamphlets,  I  am  unable  to  form  e\  en 


'  The  diaries  of  Cotton  Mather  for  eiglit  years  are  in  the  library  of  tlie  Anieriran 
Antiquarian  Society,  and  for  aliout  fifteen  years  are  in  tlie  possession  of  tlie  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Historical  Society.  The  one  mentioned  liy  Mr.  Baldwin,  has  on  the  outside 
leaf,  in  his  handwriting,  “  i  found  this  number  of  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather’s  diary 
among  the  collections  of  Thomas  Walcott  Esq.  at  Boston,  Aug‘  7  1834.”  .Stitched 
into  a  page  of  the  iliary  is  a  small  32°  publication  of  six  pages,  entitled  “Con¬ 
version  Exemplified,”  signed  Cotton  Mather.  On  tlie  next  page  of  the  MS.  are 
the  words,  “  I  comiiosed  a  jioem  Ex]iressive  of  Comfort  ******  which  1  add  to  a 
little  book  which  1  have  in  press.  *  *  *  I  have  here  annexed  it  with  my  hand  sign¬ 
ing  it.” 


32:? 


^  A)\l  ‘kiiui t'hot  Soripfii. 


;i  coiijc'cturo  as  to  tluMr  luimhei-.  There  must  he  ten  thou¬ 
sand  of  tlu'in  at  least.  .  The  ne\vs])a|)ers  are  l)roken  tiles 
a,nd  are  of  no  o-i'oat  \'alne.  Many  of  them  are  from  Ohio 
ik  Kentucky.  After  I  had  made  out  my  load  the  Key.  Mr. 
^^^•lleott,  ^yho  is  the  a_i>eut  or  i>uardian  of  his  uncle,  iin  ited 
me  to  eoinc  to  his  house  and  take  soiiie  hooks  which  related 
to  American  history,  that  wei'e  in  his  library.  He  told  me 
that  his  uncle  had  giyen  all  his  collections  to  him,  l)ut  that 
as  his  intention  always  had  heen  that  the^'  should  ixo  to 
some  ])uhlie  institution,  he  felt  an  ohligation  to  see  that 
his  i)nr|)oses  shoidd  he  eom[)lied  udth,  and  he  then  showed 
me  all  the  hooks  giyen  to  him  hy  his  uncle,  and  told 
me  that  I  might  take  aiiy  which  would  promote  the  ol)jects 
of  the  institution.  Was  eyer  such  an  offer  made  to  an 
anti(iuary  before?  I  told  him  that  he  was  rash  to  make 
sneh  an  offer,  for  if  he  knew  my  fury  for  collectino-,  he 
could  not  expect  me  to  leaye  him  so  much  as  a  Psalter. 
He  answered  that  he  was  doing  wdiat  had  long  been  his 
design,  and  that  it  ^yas  oidy  fulfilling  his  nncless  \yishes. 
Seeing  that  there  were  something  like  tifteen  hundred 
yolumes  before  me,  iny  phrenological  deyelopment  of 
aepnisitiyemess,  not  yet  satisfied  with  two  tons  and  a  (juar- 
ter  of  hooks  and  panii)hlets,  began  to  enlarge  itself  and 
sigh  for  further  accumulations.  I  could  not,  ho^yeyer, 
ta,ke  adyantage  of  his  generosity  and  I  told  him  that  we 
would  begin  with  one  end  of  the  cases  and  as  we  came  to 
books  relating  to  America,  we  would  take  them  out  and 
see  Av hat  should  then  la*  doiu'.  This  he  consented  to  and 
\V(‘  soon  found  yolumes  enough  to  fill  a  hand  cart,  which  I 
laid  l)y  a, ml  brought  them  away.  Among  them  were  many 
laie  and  scarce  books,  which  I  had  neyer  seen  befoi'c, 
though  I  was  familiar  with  theii'  yalue  and  titles.  There 
are  not  yery  many  persons  who  would  deal  so  honorably 
as  this  clergyman.  He  is  yery  poor  and  is  now  without 
employment,  except  occasionally.  He  was  at  liberty  to 
dispose  of  the  collection,  which  would  haye  [ilaeed  some 
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thousand  dollars  in  jax-kct,  hnt  instead  of  this,  he  oives 
the  whole  np  to  the  Aidhpiarian  Society.  I  cannot  enoiiizh 
a,dmirc  and  applaud  such  a  i>-enerons  spirit,  h'ew  heirs 
entertain  so  much  resi)ect  for  the  intentions  of  ancestors. 

I  took  tea  with  Mr.  Wfilcott  and  a,^■lved  to  find  him  in 
the  inoi’nino-  and  call  upon  his  nude. 

In  the  evenino-  I  was  invited  to  visit  John  Stratton 
Alight,  who  hoards  in  the  house  on  Beacon  Street,  for¬ 
merly  occupied  hy  (iov.  Hancock.  He  is  a  widower  and 
IS  the  son  of  Dr.  Ehenezer  Awight,  late  of  Plainfield, 
N.  H.  Dr.  Ah'ight  was  horn  in  Rockingham,  At.,  where 
his  father,  Moses  Ah’ight,  Esip,  resided  and  died.  Mosi's 
IS  the  same  person  mentioned  in  Slade’s  Vermont  State 
Papers.  Dr.  Ah'ight  married  the  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
dailies  elhnan,  who  was  settled  as  the  ministi'r  of  the 
Xorth  Parish  in  Sutton,  Millmry,  in  1747,  and  dismissed 
Ml  17(i3,  and  after  iireaching  for  a  season  in  Ahesterfield, 
X.  H.,  and  Springfield,  At.,  w^as  finally  installed  at 
(’ornish,  X.  IL,  wdiere  he  died,  dolm  Stratton  Adygiit 
now'  has  a  son,  hihenezer  Au’ight,  in  Harvard  University. 
■Mr.  Ad-ight  w'as  formerly  a  cashier  of  one  of  the  hanks 
in  Boston.  I  think  it  was  the  American  Bank.  After 
hel})ing  him  drink  a  hottle  of  claret  wn’ne,  I  w'ent  to  mv 

lodgings. 

Ang.  H  (Frid.),  1884. 

After  lireakfast,  I  called  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  ^Aalcott 
(Robert  Folger  A^alcott),  and  he  accompanied  me  to  see 
his  uncle,  our  Society’s  benefactor.  A^e  w'ent  np  Mdishi no- 
ton  St.,  south  of  wdiere  the  Adircester  Raibvav  crosses  it, 
A  on  the  east  side  of  the  street  turned  down  a  narrow 
[lassage  called  Orange  Lane,  wdiich  w'e  followed  almost  to 
the  waiter,  and  then  turned  to  the  left  and.  after  jnirsnino- 
a  crooked  and  I'ery  narroiv  walk  oi  er  loose  boards,  ive 
came  to  a  small  house,  one  story  high,  in  one  end  of  ivhiidi 
w'e  found  our  venerable  anti(piary’s  haliitation.  He  came 
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in  soon  iifter  our  entrance,  when  I  was  introduced  to  him. 

lie  is  a  tall,  well-shaped  man,  a})i)earino'  not  much  above 

sixty,  althouiih  I  was  told  he  wvas  in  his  seventy-seventh 

yeai'.  lie  wore  a  red  wu)olen  caj)  upon  his  head,  which 

looked  more  like  an  old  stocking  ley  than  anythiny  else. 

The  rest  of  Ids  dress  was  not  uncommon,  ))ut  similar  to 

the  costume  of  elder  i)(‘,oi)le  generally.  But  the  furniture 

in  his  room  was  of  the  most  anti<|ue  stamp.  I  saw  hardlv 

anytldng  which  was  loss  than  two  hundred  rears’  old. 

There  were  some  two  or  three  hundred  volumes  of  hooks, 

main'  of  which  w'ere  curious  as  well  as  valualihu  Amon<>' 
•  ^ 

them  was  a  volume  of  pam])hlets  by  our  earlv  New  Eny- 
land  clergy,  containing  a  thousand  pages,  4to.,  neatly 
hound  in  calf,  witli  C.  M.  upon  the  outside  cover  ((’'res- 
[ejeutius  Matherus).  Ilis  nephew  saw  that  I  wanteil  the 
\olume,  and  said  in  a  low  tone  that  1  might  take  it;  hut 
brother  anti<|uarv  susiiccting  that  1  Avas  going  to  ask  him 
for  something  more,  comiilained  that  he  w'as  vein'  jioor 
and  that  he  was  com})elled  to  hold  on  upon  the  I'emainder 
of  his  lihrarv  to  jirotect  him  from  Avant.  I  saw  that  it 
might  he  unpleasant  to  him  to  have  anything  said  aland 
taking  more  hooks,  and  I  signified  to  the  nejihew  that  I 
would  not  take  any  from  him.^ 

'  Under  date  of  August  7,  1834,  Mr.  Baldwin  wrote  to  Mr.  Samuel  Jeiiiiison  who 
wa.s  in  charge  of  the  Antiquarian  SocietyAs  Lihrarv,  during  hi,s  absence  in  Boston : 

•'  I  have  just  completed  loading-  the  Team  with  Air.  AA'alcott’.s  donation,  it  makes 
a  most  imposing-  appearance,  lieing  about  as  large  as  a  load  of  hay.  It  has  .started 
and  will  reach  AA'orcester  on  Friday  evening-  or  Saturday  morning.  I  have  iireached 
to  the  teamster  about  carre  and  circumspection  until  I  believe  he  cordially  hates  the 
sight  of  me,  and  I  want  to  preach  to  you  a  little.  The  pamphlets  are  almost  in¬ 
numerable.  1  cannot  even  guess  at  their  number.  There  must  he  seven  or  8 
thousand.  I  venture  tt)  say  that  there  are  three  times  as  many  a.s  are  now  in  our 
Library — at  least  four  times  as  valuable.  Dr.  Jenks  informs  me  that  he  has  been 
familiar  witli  them  and  that  they  are  exceedingly  rare.  Among  them  are  rare 
books;  Neal’s  New  England,  A’enegas’  California,  Colden’s  Indians,  Hennepin, 
AVynne,  Alason’s  I’equod  AA'ar,  AVilliams’  Indian  Urammar,  Mather’s  Indian  AVar, 
his  AVitchcraft,  Ac.,  Ac.,  Ac.  *******  ^^v.  Lincoln  insisted  upon  my 
seeing-  Air.  AValcott  and  thanking-  him  personally.  He  cannot  be  seen  until  to- 
inorrow  and  it  will  then  he  too  late  for  me  to  reach  AVorcester  in  season  to  receive 
the  AVaggoner.”  ******* 

AVith  all  love  &  Duty, 
and  in  a  “  foam  of  sweat,” 

CHKLSTOFHEK  COLUAIBUS  BALDWIN. 
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lie  is  very  iiiucli  l)V()ken  aiul  dehilitiited,  tliouuh  liis 
memory  is  very  yood  iis  to  the  (“veiits  of  his  yinith.  After 
remaining-  with  him  al)ont  an  hour  we  took  leave,  and  I 
made  arrangements  to  return  to  Wcn-eester  at  8  P.  M.  In 
my  way  to  my  lodgings  d  saw  the  sign  of  a  ))ei'son  who 
ent  full-length  profiles.  I  went  into  his  room,  where  I 
found  my  friend  Mr.  Fowle.  He  introdueed  me  to  the 
profile-eutter.  whose  name  is  [William  H.]  Broken,  from 
Charleston,  t-i.  (\,  and  1  was  amazed  to  find  that  he  eoni- 
pleted  the  i)rofile  in  about  four  minutes.  I  am  no  judg(> 
of  its  eorreetness.  Those  wdio  have  seen  sa^'  that  it  is 
aee urate.* 

I  reaehed  Woreester  at  idne  in  the  evening,  being  in 
eonn)anv  with  (fov.  Lineoln  and  Rev.  Mr.  Andei-son,  wlio 
is  eonneeted  with  the  American  Missionai'A'  SocietA',  and 
resides  in  Boston. 

Aug.  t)  (Sat.),  1(S84. 

Today  my  waggoner  came  about  noon  with  the. donation 
of  Mr.  AValeott,  which  was  safely  lodged  in  our  hall. 

Aug.  1(1  (Sat.),  l(S8d. 

I  visited  my  father  at  Teni])leton  today.  I  left  Ab)rc('s- 
ter  at  12  and  reached  my  father's  at  five.  1  iin  ited  Andrew 
Jackson  Davis,  youngest  son  of  Phineas  Davis  of  North- 
borough,  to  accom])anv.  I  found  my  friends  well. 

Aug.  17  (Sund.),  1884. 

I  s})end  the  day  at  home  very  pleasantly  in  re\  iewing 
the  scenes  of  childhood.  How  ])leasant  it  is.  to  \’isit  the 
place  of  one’s  l)irth  !  It  ahvays  seems  as  though  I  should 
one  day  go  back  there  to  live.  I  cannot  get  rid  of  the  im¬ 
pression  that  I  am  to  die  in  Tenipletoii. 

'  For  a  notioe  of  Mr.  Frown,  see  an  article  by  Charles  11.  Hart,  entitled  “The 
Last  of  the  Silhouettists,”  in  ■*  The  Outlook  ’’  for  Oct.  0,  11)1)11. 
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Aui>'.  IS  (Mond.),  ls;-)4.  ' 

At  halt-] »ii.st  four  in  tlui  iiioriiiui!'  I  h'ft  for  A\  ()rcestci’, 
\vlierc  I  arrived  about  lialt-])ast  ten. 


Au»-.  2  7  (Wod),  1S84. 

Tliei-e  was  a  lucetiii^-  of  tlic,  (louucil  at  luv  room  this 
('\'cidni>’.  I  am  particular  to  mciitiou  it  because  souk* 
thino-s  transpired  which  affected  me  very  unpleasantly.  I 
was  couoTatu latino-  myself  that  the  valuable  addition  made 
to  oui  Ijibrary  by  ]\Ir.  alcott  would  I)e  thouyht  \  erA’ 
well  of  by  the  (Council,  and  that  the  ao-enev  T  had  had  in 
obtaining-  it  would  be  something  of  a  feather  in  my  caj). 
But  I  was  amazed  to  find  tliat  instead  of  thanks  for  mv 
])ains  in  tlie  aiC(|uisition,  I  was  like  to  receive  (jidte  a 
different  sort  of  enteu-tainment.  They  did  not  so  much  as 
utter  a  single  note  of  gratitude.  The  only  consolation  I 
had  in  such  an  embarrassme]it  was  that  Afr.  Samuel  Jenni- 
son,  one  of  the  Council,  did  not  hapi)en  to  be  present. 
He  had  expressed  himself  very  warmh-  in  favor  of  the 
\alue  of  the  donation,  ck  there  is  no  gentleman  amon<»-  mv 
acpuaintance  whose  judgment  upon  any  subject  connected 
with  American  history  is  to  be  preferred  to  his.  Rut  I 
am  sensd)le  that  some  i)erson,  from  Imstility  to  me,  had 
represented  to  the  Council  that  the  donation  was  of  small 
value.  It  was  some  comfort  to  me  to  know  that  no  one 
knew  so  much  of  their  woi-th  as  I  did  myself,  for  no  one 
had  examined  them.  1  had  the  horrors  for  a  few  da\  s, 
but  ultimateB’  reco\-ered.^ 

Sept.  1  (Aloud.),  is;’, 4. 

H('v.  Alexainh'i-  Young  of  Boston,  son  of  the  late  Air. 
[Alexander]  Young,  who  was  one  of  the  i)ublishers  of  the 


'  The  el-  Mr.  llaldwin  as  to  the  great  value  of  the  gift  of  Mr  Walleut  has 

of'^;  f 

acquisition,  ‘‘"’'eetiou  as  a  wliole  was  a  most  valuable 
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.Vew  EiKjlawl  Palladhun.,  preached  tor  us  yesterday,  a,nd 
spent  today  with  me  at  the  Anti(piarian  Hall.  Ilis  visit  was 
very  timely,  for  he  eompletely  dispelled  the  yloom  I  had 
been  in  from  what  I  related  above.  His  lal)or,s  in  editing 
the  "Old  English  Prose  'Writers ’’  has  imbued  him  with 
a  veneration  and  respect  for  the  labors  of  a  literary  anti- 
•  inary,  which  enabled  him  to  give  me  i)lenty  of  consolation. 
He  has  l)een  personally  known  to  me  for  ten  years.  I 
first  became  ae(|nainted  with  him  at  Barre,  in  this  county, 
in  1S24.  I  resided  there  for  a  month  while  a  student  at 
law,  keeping  the  office  of  Hon.  Nath'  Houghton  during 
his  absence  at  Boston  as  member  of  the  Legislature  for 
the  June  session.  Mr.  Young  Avas  there  on  a  conrtinii- 
visit  to  Miss  Caroline  dames,  second  daughter  of  Lleazer 
dames,  Esip,  whom  he  married  in  1823.  I  used  to  ride 
on  horseliaek  vdth  her  every  fair  day,  and,  occasionally, 
with  her  elder  sister,  Eliza,  who  was  then  engaged  in 
marriage  to  (diaries  Allen,  at  that  time  an  attorney  in  New 
Braintree,  Init  who,  the  next  year,  married  Miss  dames 
and  lemoned  to  oreester,  and  became  the  jiartner  with 
(rov.  I)a\'is.  I  will  not  omit  this  opportnnitv  to  bear  m\' 
testimony  to  the  worth  of  these  two  ladies.  As  maidens 
they  were  without  blemish,  and  as  wives  they  are  above  all 
praise.  I  know  of  none  more  estimable. 

In  the  evening  I  found  dose])h  d\  Buckingham,  Esip, 
editor  of  the  Bo, don  (Jouioer,  at  my  boarding  house.  His 
son,  who  liad  just  graduated  at  Cambridge,  was  with  [him], 
being  on  his  way  to  Hartford  to  eommenee  the  study  of 
law  ith  i\Ii .  El[l]sw'orth  of  that  place,  who  has  reeentB" 
been  a  distinguished  menilier  of  (ongress.  I  carried  Mr. 
Buckingham  to  Cow  Davis's,  wdiere  w'e  spent  the  evenin<>'. 

I  clandestinely  stole  from  Mr.  B.  some  of  his  personal 
history,  wdiich  I  wdll  give  in  this  place.  He  was  horn  at  ■ 
indham.  Con.,  Dee.,  177!),  near  the  famous  pond  wdiieh 
is  the  scene  of  the  frog-story  in  Sam.  Peters’  history  of 
Conneetieut.  In  17!)(i  he  went  to  Creentield,  Mass.,  where 
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lie  learned  tlio  art  of  a  ])rinter  in  the  service  of  Thomas 
Dickniati,  who,  at  that  time,  printed  the  Greenfield  Gazette. 
He  remained  at  that  place'  until  1800,  when  he  went  to 
Boston.  1I('  reached  the  city  Fel).  (S,  1800,  and  heard 
Fisher  Aimrs  jironounce  a  ('nloi> y  u])on  (leoro-e  Washinixton. 
This  was  the  first  and  only  time  he  ever  saw  that  dis- 
tino’idshed  man.  hd'om  that  time  to  the  present  he  has 
been  eng-ai>ed  as  a  printer  in  Boston.  ITc  worked  about 
three  years  as  a  journeyman,  when  he  went  into  business 
for  himself.  The  first  book  he  printed  wdth  his  name  to  it 
was '' Belknaji’s  Hymns  iSc  Psalms,”  12mo.,  Boston,  FSOo. 
The  ''Ordeal,”  an  8vo.  periodical,  w^as  partly  edited  bv 
him.  He  also  published  the  "  Polyanthos,”  in  7  12ino. 
vols.,  and  4  8vo.  vols.  from  1807,  1  think,  to  1814,  and 
afterwards  the  New  England  Galaxif,  a  weekly  news- 
jiaper,  which  first  brought  him  into  general  notice.  As  a 
pithy  editor  there  are  few  in  the  country  equal  to  him. 

Sejit.  2  (Tues.),  1<S84. 

I  saw  today  my  classmate  in  college.  Dr.  Josejih  Rey  ¬ 
nolds.  He  left  college  in  our  junior  year,  and  I  ha\  e 
never  seen  him  until  today.  He  commenced  practice  at 
Concord,  N.  IT,  in  182(),  but  left  there  in  182!»,  and 
resumed  it  in  Chester,  in  the  same  state,  where  he  remaiiu'd 
aliout  a  year,  wdien  he  again  removed  to  (Tlo[uJcester, 
Mass.,  and  is  still  in  his  jirofession.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  the  late  Judge  Prescott  of  (Trotoii,  Mass., 
who  is  the  sisk'r  of  the  wife  of  my  c-lassmate,  John 
M' right,  Fs(p,  who  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  female  school 
in  Worcester. 

According  to  ancient  custom,  the  .hidge  took  his  dinner 
at  the  jiublic  house  where  I  board.  The  name  of  this 
usage  IS  the  "Bar  dine  with  the  Court,”  and  was  originally 
adopted  as  a  niai'k  of  respect.  I  have  this  explanation 
from  Judge  Wild.  The  C’ourt  of  Common  Pleas  com¬ 
menced  its  session  today,  holden  by  the  Hon.  Judge 
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Williams  of  Taunton.  While  at  table,  he  gave  me  a 
strange  epita])h,  which  he  coi)ied  from  a  monnment  in  a 
bnrving  gi-omul  at  Edgartown  on  Martha’s  Vineyard.  Tlie 
epita]ih  was  composed  l)y  the  defunct  when  in  full  life, 
and  )'e(]nired  that  his  heirs  should  ])lace  the  insci’i})tion 
upon  his  gravestone,  or  otherwise  to  forfeit  his  e.state. 
llis  name  was  Kij)ley.  d’his  is  the  inscri))tion  ; — 

“  By  the  force  of  vegetation, 

“  I  was  raised  to  life  &  action  ; 

“  When  life  and  action  that  shall  cease, 

“  I  shall  return  to  the  same  source.” 

He  was  an  avowed  atheist  thi’ongh  life.  I  have  seen 
ei)itaphs  that  had  very  little  sense  in  them  ;  some  that  were 
silly;  and  many  that  were  positively  ridiculous;  but  never 
until  the  jtresent  was  shown  me  ha\e  I  seen  one  that  was 
impious. 

Sept.  ■)  (Fri.),  1834. 

I  spent  the  evening  in  the  company  of  Chief  Justice 
Shaw  and  Judge  Wild,  j’hey  were  on  their  way  to  com¬ 
mence  tlie  Fall  circuit,  rludge  Shaw  told  me  he  had  seen 
a  notice  of  a  pami)hlet  on  Virginia,  sold  in  London  lately 
for  Four  hundred  Pounds  !  ! 

Sept.  10  (Tnes.),  1834. 

I  had  an  agreealjle  visit  from'  tlie  lion.  Francis  Bavlies 
of  Taunton.  His  mother  was  the  sister  of  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Leonard,  who  left  the  colonies  at  the  bewinniim-  of 
the  Revolution,  a  Royalist,  and  died  in  London  a  few 
years  ago  at  the  age  of  !)().  He  was  killed  by  the  explo¬ 
sion  of  a  pistol.  He  is  famous  as  the  author  of  the  essays 
})i'inted  in  Boston  in  1774-,3  over  the  signature'  of  "  Massa- 
chusettensis,”  which  have  improperly  lieen  imputed  to 
Jonathan  Sewall. 

.Mr.  Bavlies  told  me  that  his  father  had  always  infoi'ined 
him  that  Leonard  was  the  author  of  the  essays  above 
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I'clcrred  to  ;  hut  tluit  lu'  dared  )iot  say  so  opeuh',  ])e('ause 
the  elder  Adams  had  said  tliat  they  wei'c  written  ))\'  Sewall. 
Mo  pointed  out  a  passage  in  'rrinnhnll’s  McFiiia'a!  which 
indnced  him  to  thiid<  that  his  father  wa,s  cori'ect  in  tlu' 
opinion  that  they  were  written  by  Leonard.  Leonard  was 
famous  for  his  expense  and  dis})lay  in  Ids  personal  appear- 
aiu-e  and  the  cost  of  his  e(|nij)ao-e,  and  "rrnni})nll,  in 
refi'rriny  to  the  author  of  "  .Massachnsettensis,’’  alludes  to 
this  trait  in  his  character,  which  could  not  apph’  to  i\Ir. 
Sewall.  These  are  the  lines  from  IMcFinyall  ; — 

“  Thus  far  our  clergy;  but  ’tis  true 
“We  lack’d  not  earthly  reas’ners  too. 

“  Had  I  the  poet’s  brazen  lungs 

“As  sound-board  to  his  hundred  tongues, 

“  I  could  not  half  the  scril)lers  muster 
“That  swarmed  round  Rivington  In  cluster; 

“Assemblies,  Councilmen,  forsooth; 

“Brush,  Cooper,  Wilkins,  Chandler,  Bootli. 

“Yet  all  their  arguments  and  sap’ence, 

“You  did  not  value  at  three  half  pence 
“  Did  not  our  Massachusettensis 
“  For  your  conviction  strain  his  senses? 

“  Scrawl  ev’ry  moment  he  could  spare 
“  From  cards,  and  barbers,  and  the  fair;' 

“  Show,  clear  as  sun  in  noonday  heavens 
“  You  did  not  feel  a  single  grievance?  ” 

It  is  maidfost  that  Tnimhull  did  not  rco-ai’d  Sewall  as 
the  authoi ,  for  soon  after  he  refers  to  him  and  explains 
him  ill  a  note.  Mr.  IL  was  sent  in  LSoi?  as  our  ^Minister 
to  Luenos  Ayres  in  South  America.  Me  mentioned  to  me 
an  interesting  fact  communicated  to  him  liy  the  (Tovernor 
of  that  jirotu’nce,  who  had  resided  lono-  ii^  the  countiu’, 
had  travelled  much  in  it,  and  could  speak  several  of  tiie 
India, n  languages.  Me  had  visited  one  tribe  living  betweim 
the  kingdom  of  Brazil  and  Chili,  who  resembled  in  their 
personal  appearance,  their  habits,  Ac.,  Fngiishmen.  They 
\\ei(,  unlike'  any  of  tlu'  iiatiees  and  had  little  conne.xion 
w  ith  them.  Mr.  Baylies  asked  him  what  the  tribe  was 
willed,  a, ml  the  (Jovernor  told  hint  they  were  called 
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'Twelehes."  The  stovv  occurred  to  liiiii  at  once  of  the 
eiiiio-ratiou  from  Wales  in  the  9  or  lOth  dentury,  and 
that  this  tribe  mioht  be  tlie  same  race.  I  exj)re,ssed  my 
reirret  that  he  had  not  instituted  an  inquiry  iqmn  the  spot 
as  to  the  truth  of  what  the  (xovernor  liad  imparted  to  liim. 
In  answer  to  this,  he  remarked  that  the  CToyermu'  was  an 
iii’norant  man  and  had  ne\'er  lieqrd  of  tlie  Welch  emioration, 
that  he  was  an  obseryino-  man  and  that  he  i)laced  reliance 
uj)on  what  he  communicated. 

I  had  not  time  to  speak  ^^dth  him  so  much  as  I  could 
upon  this  interestinj>-  subject.  It  occurs  to  me  now,  how- 
e\'er,  that  some  one  competent  for  the  undertakino-  will 
examine  into  the  truth  of  this  report  and  thro^v  much  li<i’ht 
upon  the  subject. 

1  he  conyersation  of  i\Ir.  Ilaylies  has  su<>'g'ested  to  me  an 
idea  whii-h  I  hace  necer  found  mentioned  in  any  Avork  on 
the  oriirin  of  our  Indians  : — it  is  that  the  Patagonians  in 
South  America  are  totally  unlike  any  of  the  natiyes  of 
eitlier  continent.  They  are  taller  and  moi'e  gigantic  than 
any  other  of  the  hnman  race.  And  the  Es(|uimaux  tribes 
of  the  most  northern  regions  of  North  America  are,  like 
the  Patagoidans,  a  distinct  race.  Thew  are  short  and  very 
fat.  But  I  must  examine  this  subject  at  some  future  day, 
when  I  haye  moi'e  leisure. 

Se[)t.  11  (Wed.),  1S84. 

I  was  introduced  to  W.  S.  Pendleton  the  lithographic 
ju'i liter  of  Boston.  He  was  the  first  who  introduced  this 
curious  art  into  the  Pnited  States.  He  exhibited  the  tirst 
specimens  of  it  in  Boston  in  1824.  He  gaye  me  this 
account  of  liimself.  He  was  born  in  the  City  of  New 
Aoi'k  in  179f),  and  at  an  early  age  was  jint  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  copjier-jdate  engra\a‘r.  His  father  was  a  natiye 
of  Liverpool,  Lngland,  and  was  cajitain  of  a  Nexv  York 
and  Liverpool  {lacket,  whose  wife  was  by  birth  a  native  of 
Lngland,  but  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  a  widow  lady 
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ix'sidiiio'  in  Xcw  \  ork.  He,  wa.-^  lost  in  a,  stonu  at  sea  in 
1798,  leaving- two  children — W.  S.,  ahovt'  named,  and  a 
younger  son.  William  S.  (I  think  his  name  is  William), 
a,fter  {/oming  of  age,  went  in  IS  19  tcj  Washington,  where  he 
pursued  his  husiuess  as  engraver  for  about  a  year,  when  he 
was  joined  by  his  l)i'other,  and,  mounting  their  packs,  they 
started  in  ])ursuit  of  their  fortune  to  [thej  nnknoA\'n  ^^"est. 
When  they  reached  Pittsbnig'h  his  ))rother  returned,  hayinu' 
been  invited  by  the  Peels  of  Phi]adel})hia  to  make  an  exdii- 
bition  of  the  Coui't  of  Death”  p  and  AV.  S.  remained 
there.  lie  could  find  no  emi)loyment  in  his  trade  and, 
l)eing  driven  to  his  wits,  ))etook  to  teaeliing  music.  He 
gave  lessons  upon  the  flute  and  juanoforte,  and  continued 
in  this  ))nsiness  till  1S24  when  he  returned  to  New  York, 
and  soon  aftei'wards  went  to  Boston,  where  he  resumed 
the  husiuess  of  engraving.  A  merchaut  Ip-  the  uame  of 
d'haxter  having  brought  out  from  Paris  an  apparatus  for 
printing  lithographing  circulars,  l)nt  not  being  ac(iuainted 
with  using  it  sutliciently  to  o})erate  it  to  advantage,  was 
glad  to  dispose  of  it  to  Hr.  Pendleton,  who,  by  his 
mgemuty,  was  al)le  in  a  short  time  to  i)ut  [it]  in  successful 
operation.  His  brother  was  now  in  Paris,  and  having 
conunmucated  with  him  upon  the  subject,  they  formed  a 
copartnership,  and  a  i)ress  was  soon  established  in  Boston, 
where  he  has  continned  from  ISiH  to  the  prescuit  tiimn 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  man. 

Sept.  li>,  1,S84. 

^  A  little  befoi-e  at  night,  I  was  awoke  l)y  the  cry  of 
lire.  It  proved  to  be  the  hous(>  standing  on  the  north  side 
of  School  Street,  and  corner  of  Main  Street.  It  was 
owned  by  Mr.  Andrew  March,  and  occupied  as  a  dwelliuo- 
house.  It  was  built  in  17S0  by  the  late  Hon.  Joseph 
Allen  of  this  town  and  formerly  (4erk  of  the  Courts  for 

1  This  was,  no  doubt,  tor  exhibition  in  Peale’s  Mu.senm  of  Art  and  Natural  His- 
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this  (’ouuty.  It  was  totally  burnt  down,  with  a  hani,  hake 
house,  and  very  little  of  the  furniture  saved.  The 

house  was  two  stories  hiyh,  with  a  kitehen  running'  haek, 
and  back  of  the  kitehen  was  the  bake  house,  whieh  was 
ereeted  a  little  more  thaii  a  year  ago. 

The  l)uilding  north  of  iNIr.  Mareh’s  house,  railed  the 
"  (rreen  Store”  from  its  eolor,  was  on  fire  several  times. 
It  was  saved  with  great  diffieulty.  This  is  not  a  vei'v  ohl 
house.  The  large  s(juare  house  next  nf)rth  of  the  ”  Green 

Store,”  was  ereeted  in  178(1-7  by - Pateh.  This  stands 

immediately  south  of  the  tavern.  One  of  the  oldest  houses 
now  stands  on  the  West  side  of  Main  Street,  a  little  south 
of  Ilou.  William  Eaton’s. i  This  was  erected  in  the  autumn 
of  177fl— 80,  l)y  AVilliam  Stearns,  Es(].,  formerh'  an  attor¬ 
ney  in  this  town  and  father  of  Lucy  and  Mai'v  Stearns, 
two  ancient  virgins  yet  living  in  the  street.  It  is  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs.  Tucker.  I  have  this  infor- 
matiou  from  Samuel  Brazer,  Esq.,  uoav  in  his  eightieth 
year  and  who  remembers  very  well  the  events  of  his 
youth. 

Sept.  13,  1834. 

I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  last  week  I  was  visited 
by  Mr.  Chs.  Sumner,  son  of  C.  P.  Sumner,  Escp,  sheriff  of 
Boston.  He  is  a  young  man  of  good  promise.  He  came 
to  W'orcester  to  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  was  admitted 
here,  I  believe,  on  the  3rd.  I  have  never  seen  him  before. 

I  cannot  Imt  belie\m  that  he  is  destined  to  make  a  con¬ 
spicuous  figure  in  his  })rofession. 

I  found  the  Hon.  Horace  Evei'ett  of  ^Tindsor,  Vt., 
llepix'sentati ve  in  Congress,  at  the  Tenq)erance  Ilouscn  I 
have  \'isited  him  at  his  house  in  Windsor,  and  I'emembering 
the  kind  hospitalities  extended  to  me  thei'e,  I  called  upon 
him,  and  we)it  to  the  Antiquarian  Hall  and  afterwards 
w(‘nt  to  the  Hos|)it!d,  where  we  weix'  joined  bv  Gov. 


Tlie  Eaton  liouse  is  still  staiuling'. 
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Davis.  lie  was  boi'ii  in  I\()xl)ury  or  1  loreliester,  Mass., 
and  is  a  cousin  to  the  Hon.  Kdward  Everett. 

I  have  seen  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft’s  wife,  wlio  mentioned 
all  the  hnildino's  now  standino-  in  the  street,  which  were 
erected  before  tlie  Re^a)lntion,  that  is  ))efore  177').  She 
thinks  the  house  south  of  the  one  owned  and  occupied  b\' 
( ’harles  Allen,  Es(i.,  to  be  as  old  as  any  one.  It  was  loni*’ 
known  as  a  tavern.  The  Nazro  House,  on  the  south  side  of 
Pleasant  Street,  and  cornei'ino-  on  Main  Street,  was  built  ))v 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burr,  the  i)r('decessor  of  Rev.  Mr.  Maccartv. 
The  house  which  stood  where  the  biTdc  hotel  at  the  south 
end  of  Main  Street  now  stands,  and  which  is  now  on  the 
south  side  of  Mechanic  Street,  was  the  one  in  which  Mrs. 
Bancroft  was  born.'  Her  father,  Jnd«-e  John  Chandler, 
purchased  the  estate,  the  house  then  standino-,  of  Cornelius 
Mbildo,  uncle  of  the  present  Hon.  Daniel  M'aldo.  The 
house  occupied  by  Dr.  Oliver  Fiske  was  erected  by  Judo-(> 
dennisou  before  the  Revolution,  and  l)efore  the  rciiiein- 
braiice  of  Mrs.  Bancroft,  who  is  now  sev  enty.  The  laro-e 
house  neai'lv  west  of  the  South  Cduirch  was  also  l)uilt 
before  the  Revolution.  It  was  oriyinalh'  two  stories. 
The  north  wing  niid  the  third  story  were  added  ])y  John 
Bush  long  since  the  Revolution.  One  end  of  the  dwelliui.- 
house  of  Ml'S.  Salisbury  was  erected  before  the  Revolution. 
'Hie  late  Dea.  Sam.  Salisbury  of  Boston,  when  the  Bi'itish 
took  })ossessiou  of  Boston,  came  to  M^orce.ster  and  remained 
here  until  17S(1.  Dr.  Bancroft  says  that  he  was  here  when 
he  was  setthal.  Dr.  h  iske  says  that  his  house  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  oldest  oiu'  iii  the  street  and  that  he  thinks  Judoc 
Jcmiison  did  not  build  it,  as  Mrs.  Bancroft  has  suggested, 
d’lu^  doctor  says  that  many  yc-ars  ago  in  reiiairino-  it,  he 
lound  that  the  northwest  corner  room  had  been  desioiu'd 
tor  something  different  from  a  dwelling  house,  and  on 
asking  the  father  of  the  late  Sam.  Flagg,  \vho  wa,s  then 

'Tills  was  the  Worcester  Hotel,  later  the  United  States  Hotel,  and  was  on  the 
present  site  of  Walker’s  Block,  Worcester, 
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<|uite  aged,  if  he  knew  what  tluit  room  liad  l)eeu  oeeupied 
foi ,  he  told  him  that  tlie  first  sheriff  of  the  eomlt^'  resided 
theie,  and  that  the  noi'tliwest  corner  room  was  used  as 
a  jail  and  was  the  first  one  in  the  eountt’’.  The  road, 
))efore  it  went  where  it  now  does  as  the  street  stands,  weid 
ov'ei'  the  hill  by  Dm  Fiske’s  house,  and  the  house  was 
placed  to  s(]uare  with  the  road,  d'hc  towm  records  mii>-ht 
possible  show  when  this  road  was  discontimu'd,  which 
would  afford  some  light  upon  the  })rol)aI)le  anti(|uit^’  of  the 
house. 

Sept.  2d,  1(S34. 

e  make  arrangements  for  our  annual  Agricultural 
Fall.  I  am  selected  as  one  of  the  managers.  The  j)ersons 
connected  with  me  in  this  im})ortant  trust  are  Fredei'ick 
illiam  Paine,  (feorge  Tilly  Rice,  Pliny  Merrick  (County 
Attorney),  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  Es(|.,  myself,  Nathamh'l 
Eaton,  A  Daniel  Waldo  Eineoln  ;  the  thi'ee  last  immai'i'icd. 
Si*c  ( )ct.  7,  Idoo,  for  an  account  of  ceremonies. 

Oct.  1,  FSdd. 

During  the  two  years  past,  1  hav<'  met  with  main'  of  the 
descemdants  of  the  memorable  John  Rogers,  the  inartA  i', 
who  have  told  me  that  the  Bible  which  belonged  to  him 
was  brought  to  Xew  Eugland  A  was  still  in  one  of  tiu' 
branches  of  the  family.  This  tradition  being  so  uniform 
among  the  descendants  Avho  were  unacijuainted  with  ea,ch 
other,  induced  me  to  make  in(|uiry  among  those'  of  the 
name,  and  happening  to  sjieak  of  the  subject  at  nn'  board¬ 
ing  house  one  evening,  w'hen  Col.  Edmund  ('ushing  of 
Lmu'nburgh  was  jiresent,  he  remarked  that  there'  wa,s 
a  ne'ighbeir  eif  his  avIui  hael  this  very  Bible  anel  that  he  ha, el 
often  seen  it,  anel  that  the  ae'ceiunt  whie'h  he'  gave  of  it  was 
that  it  was  bremght  tei  Ipswich  by  the  Re'\'.  Mr.  Reigers, 
who  was  settled  there  in  the  early  liistorA'  of  the'  ('olon\', 
anel  had  been  transmitted  in  the  famil\’  anel  was  finally 
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pi'esented  to  liiin  (Thomas  (barter)  I)y  Dr.  ().  W.  B.  Pea- 
l)0(ly  of  Bxeter,  N.  H.,  who  inarri(‘<l  the  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  dohn  Rogers,  who  was  a  minister  at  Boxford,  Mass, 
(fatlier  of  the  Rev.  -John  Rogers  who  was  settled  at 
Leominster  in  174d  &  died  in  1789),  and  died  at  Leomin¬ 
ster  in  1754  or  Upon  mv  asking  Mr.  Ckisliing  to 

borrow  the  Bible  foi'  ray  examination,  lie  readily  comjilied, 
a, ml  this  morning  I  had  tlie  happiness  to  take  the  venerabh' 
relic  into  my  hands.  And  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is 
the  very  book  which  the  martyr  owned.  There  is  no  date 
to  it,  the  title  page  and  imjii’int  at  the  end  lioth  wanting. 
It  is  not  divided  into  ^'erses,  which  shows  that  it  came 
from  the  jiress  as  early  as  the  first  part  of  the  reign  of 
Klizabeth.  It  is  a  small  (piarto  and  in  the  black  letter. 
-Vt  the  end  of  the  book  of  Job,  there  is  a  sort  of  title  page, 
or  one  [of]  the  divisions  of  the  whole  Bible  which  has  the 
mark  of  John  Cawood.  Upon  referring  to  Watt’s  Biblio¬ 
theca  Britannica,  I  find  that  Cawood  printed  but  one 
edition  of  the  Bible,  which  was  in  1549  and  was  a  4to,  and 
in  Lnglish.  Ihis  is  the  mark  used  by  flolm  Cawood. 


Thei-e  is  a  part  of  the  imiirint  at  the  end  of  the  New 
1  estament,  but  the  date  is  wanting,  and  the  volume  is 
very  much  defaced  ck  injured. 


Oct.  25,  1834. 

J'liis  wa,s  tlu'  animal  meetiiig  of  the  Societ\’.  It  was 
held  at  the  Aiitiiiuariaii  Hall,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  Only  one 
immiber  from  out  of  town  was  present,  and  that  was  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Robbins,  of  Rochester,  Mass.  He  was 
formerly  a  (lergynian  at  Windsor,  in  Connecticnt. ^  He  is 

'  1)1'.  Kolibhis  will)  (lied  in  185(1,  was  one  of  the  orisiiiatore  of  the  Connectieut 
nistorieal  Society,  a  zealous  antiquary  and  a  biblical  scholar  of  wide  reputation. 
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<'i  l)achel()r  and  about  sixty.  He  is  small  iii  his  person  ami 
very  neat  in  his  dress.  He  wears  lon<>'  l)oots,  the  tops 
(‘omiug  over  Ids  })antaloons  and  almost  as  high  as  his 
knees.  His  hair  is  white,  having  ))eeome  so  from  aii’e. 
He  is  distinguished  for 'his  attention  to  American  histor^’, 
and  his  love  of  pamphlets.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
collected  ti\'e  or  six  thousand  and  had  about  twent^'  three 
hundred  bound  volumes  of  choice  books,  which  he  had 
l)een  a  long  time  gathering.  J  found  great  comfort  and 
encouragement  in  his  com})any,  and  I  was  the  more  rea-dv 
to  be  pleased  with  him  from  the  sort  of  im})ression  I  had 
that  he  would  some  day  give  us  some  i)art  of  his  librarv. 

We  had  a  full  attendance,  of  the  meml)ei‘s  of  the  Societv 
living  in  AVt)rcester,  and  every  thing  was  conducted 
harmoniously,  except  a  small  jar  al)out  the  publishing 
committee. 

Dec.  1,  1S84. 

'Foday  I  rode  to  Temj)leton  to  see  my  father  and  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  a  committee  of  Harris  Lodge,  which 
assembles  at  Templeton  on  the  second.  This  lodge  l)y  the 
careful  and  prudent  management  of  its  funds,  has  accumu¬ 
lated  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  seventy  nine  dollai's, 
well  secured  and  paying  interest.  The  excitement  against 
the  IMasonic  institution  having  in  a  great  measure  subsided 
and  its  usefulness  at  an  end,  the  lodge  determined  to  sur¬ 
render  their  charter  and  a[)])roi)riate  the  funds  to  some 
charitable  object.  My  father,  who  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  whom  the  subject  of  disposing  of  the  funds  was 
committed,  wrote  to  me  that  he  feared  there  was  no 
institution  of  a  religious  charactei'  upon  which  the  com¬ 
mittee  could  agree  to  give  them,  A  under  this  state  of 
affairs,  there  would  ))e  no  inn)ro[)rietv  in  my  asking  the 
committee  to  consider  the  Anti(|uarian  Society  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  money.  As  it  ndght  be  useful  for  me  to  be 
[)reseiit,  he  recommended  to  me  to  be  wdiere  I  could  go 


o  o  o 

»  )  r  )  n 


hoforc'  the  eoiuiuittcui  and  luako  ,sueh  statenients  as  luio-hf 
ho  luu'ossarv  for  the  hotter  infonuation  relative  to  the 
ohjeets  and  i)ur])oses  of  tlie  institution. 

'Idle  eonnnittee  met  at  nine  in  the  inornini;',  and  hefore 
noon  tiiey  had  failed  to  agree  upon  tlie  Bihle  Soeietv, 
to  whieh  it  liad  heen  projiosed  to  give  it,  as  well  as  mam- 
otluu'  institutions  which  [had]  heen  named.  'Fhe  Bunker 
Hill  iMonument  Association  was  then  tried,  and  that  failed. 
'Idle  ehairman  of  the  eommittce,  lion.  A  Rev.  Cdiaides 
Hudson  of  Westminster,  an  intelligent  and  worthv  man, 
then  mentioned  the  American  Anti(|uarian  Soeietv,  and 
that  the  claims  of  this  institution  migdit  he  jiroperlv 
understood,  he  would  call  me,  the  lihrarian,  and  request 
me  to  state  generally  the  designs  of  it.  This  I  aeeordinod\' 
<lid.  I  must  confess,  however,  I  was  greatly  emharrassed 
in  making  my  address.  'Fhey  iiKjuired  how  mueh  money 
we  had,  and  when  I  told  them  we  had  twenty  two  thousand 
dollars,  I  could  see  that  the  imjiression  it  produced  was 
much  against  the  success  of  my  project.  After  I  had 
finished,  I  howed  and  retired.  My  father  told  me  after¬ 
wards  that  there  was  a  favorahle  ojiinion  produced  Iia'  nn' 
s})eceh  and  answers  to  the  committee’s  imiuiries  and  that  a 
majority  of  the  committee  were  for  giving  us  a  o-ood 
liortion  of  the  fund.  One  of  the  eommittee  coming  in, 
however,  who  had  not  sat  in  the  morning,  and  who  was 
for  giving  the  fund  to  Templeton  High  School,  proposed 
this  as  the  best  way  of  disposing  of  it.  But  tindino-  that 
he  could  not  get  the  whole  of  it,  determined  to  have 
a  pai  t,  and  to  aeeomplish  this  jiroposed  to  divide  the  whole 
among  the  towns  where  the  members  of  the  lodite  resided, 

III  proportion  to  the  numbers  in  each,  which  was  finally 
carried,  though  not  until  eyening.  So  I  lost  my  money 
for  the  Antiquarian  Soeiet^’. 

Dec.  d,  l<Sd4. 

I  accompanied  my  father,  with  several  other  gentlemen. 
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to  al)out  a  now  road  to  ho  oon.struotocl  on  the  hank  of 
Mdler's  River  from  Athol  to  RoAalston  Factoio'.  Wo 
dined  at  Athol  and  returned  at  cvenini*-,  and  spent  the 
evening-  in  })laving  whist  at  (’apt.  Davis’s,  a  neighhor  of 
m_v  father's. 

Dee.  d,  1384. 

I  returned  to  Worcester  hv  nay  of  Westminster,  and 
got  home  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  to  make  amends 
for  the  loss  of  the  funds  of  Harris  Lodge,  found  a  letter 
from  the  seeretarv  of  the  American  Bihle  Society,  inform¬ 
ing  me  that  that  institution',  in  eonn)lianee  with  iny  re(juest, 
had  directed  to  he  forwarded  to  our  lihrarv  seventeen 
Billies  and  twenty  four  New  Testaments,  in  English,  and 
various  other  European  and  Indian  laimnao-es. 


Dee.  !),  1S84. 

Bettej’  luck  still.  The  oOieth  Aug.  I  wrote  a  letter  to 
Ohadiali  Rich  [at  London],  the  American  hookseller  there, 
and,  among  other  things,  asked  how  our  lihraio-  could  he 
enriched  with  a  set  of  the  works  pulilished  hy  the  "Record 
( ’omniission.”  Twenty  copies  of  these  works,  consisting-  of 
seventy-four  folio  volumes  to  a  set,  had  lieen  iiresented  to  as 
many  American  liliraries  hy  the  generous  liheralit\-  of  the 
British  government.  Oui-  library  was  not  included  amono- 
them  and  I  wanted  exceedingly  to  obtain  them.  And  to 
my  great  delight,  iMr.  Rich  has  answered  mv  letter,  savim;- 
that  (  .  P.  Cooper,  secretary  of  the  Record  (Jommission, 
having  seen  my  lettei',  gave  orders  to  have  a  library 
furnished  with  all  the  volumes  that  were  not  out  of  jirint, 
and  that  we  shall  receive  above  HfL'  of  them.  The  whole 
set  cost  the  British  government  £300  the  set:  which  is 
near  four  thousand  dollars!  How  very  lihei’al  this!  So 
much  for  my  begging  iiropensities.  I  took  so  much 
courage  upon  this  news  that  I  sat  down  and  wrote  to  Lord 
Viscount  Ivingslxjrough,  an  Irish  nobleman,  I'cijnesting 
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him  to  give  our  lil)riirv  !i  copy  of  the  great  work  prepared 
l)_v  Augustine  Aglio,  and  pulhished  at  his  lordshi])’s  ex¬ 
pense,  on  the  "  Anti(|uities  of  Mexico, ”  comprised  in 
seven  imperial  folios  and  costing  £170,  e(inal  to  about 
eight  hundred  A  fifty  dollars  I  ddicre’s  impudence  with  a 
vengeance  I  And  being  in  a  begging  humor,  I  also  wrote, 
to  the  British  A  Foreign  Bible  Socictv,  asking  them  foj'  all 
tiu'  Bibles  [jrinted  in  the  Asiatic  A  Indian  languages  1 

Dec.  22,  1S84. 

I  noticed  this  day  as  the  anniversary  of  the  Landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  at  Plimonth,  by  inviting  AVilliam  Lincoln 
to  dine  with  me,  and  with  the  hel])  of  (diaries  G.  Prentiss, 
wc  drank  a  bottle  of  wine  to  connneinorate  the  dav.^ 

Dec.  2.5,  1884. 

Being  Christmas,  I  was  invited  to  dine  with  Frederick 
W.  Paine,  where  I  met  the  Pev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  Rev.  iMr. 
Hill,  Air.  Swan  and  their  families,  with  Mrs.  Davis,  the  ladv 
of  the  Governor,  and  Dr.  [George]  ('handler,  who  is 
engaged  to  Aliss  Josephine  Rose,  a  niece  of  Air.  Paine’s. 

I  have  spent  my  evenings  during  the  last  month  in 
transcribing  the  ancient  Laws  of  New  Haven  Colony, 
4to,  Lond.  1(158,  (SO  ])ages.  I  am  doing  it  in  conijiliance 
with  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut. 

I  have  read  in  the  course  of  this  month  mv  favorite 
work  "The  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias  of  Santillane”  :  this  is 
the  ninth  time'  that  I  have  read  it.  I  shall  now  read  Gold¬ 
smith’s  "Citizen  of  the  World’’  and  his  "Vicar  of  AVakc- 
h(4d,’’  whidi  I  read  once  a  year.  These  and  Plutarch’s 
Lives  arc  my  favorites. 

flan.  4,  1S85. 

During  the  last  seven  days  I  have  been  contined  to 
the  house,  not  once  going  out  of  doors.  Aty  comiilaint  is 

''Mr.  Prentiss  was  ajiiiDinted  Register  of  Probate  for  Worcester  County  in  1837 
and  held  the  ottice  for  twenty  years. 
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a  lamene.ss  in  iiiy  right  foot,  a  sort  of  rheumatism.  I  was 
advised  to  batlie  it  in  white  ley:  that  is,  take  about  two 
quarts  of  ashes  and  two  gallons  of  water  and  boil  them 
together; — drain  off  the  water  and  bathe  the  limb  while 
the  le^  is  as  hot  as  it  I'an  be  borne.  I  was  directed  to 
do  this  two  nights  in  succession.  After  the  first  washin<>-, 
it  seemed  to  produce  some  relief  and  I  repeated  the 
o[)eration.  But  alas  !  the  second  apj)lication  placed  the 
de\  il  with  my  leg;  for  the  next  morning,  I  found  nn' 
stocking  Wins  completely  soldered  to  the  skin.  The  lev 
was  so  strong  or  hot  that  it  took  off  half  the  skin  from 
my  ankle  to  the  knee,  and  then  to  take  the  stockino-  off  ! 
(  )  such  a  remedy  for  rheumatism  !  I  have  now,  hoAvever, 
nearly  recovered. 

During  my  confinement,  J  finished  co})^’ing  the  Ncav 
IlaAen  Colony  Daws  and  have  had  the  transcript  neatly 
bound. 

Jan.  (i,  18o5. 

1  he  thermometer  this  morning  at  sunrise  stood  twenty- 
four  degrees  l)elow  zero,  the  lowest  it  has  been,  J  am  told, 
in  this  place  for  twenty  years.  One  thermometer  stood  as 
low  as  tAventy  six.  This  is  Sunday  morning,  Jan.  (i. 

Solon  AThiting,  Es(j.,  of  Lancaster,  told  me  that  thei-e 
Avere  five  thermometm-s  in  that  place  Avhich  stood  at  oh® 
l)eloAv  0  on  SnndaA’  mornino-  last. 

rian.  11,  1885. 

At  7  o’clock  in  the  evening  I  went  to  Boston  in  the  mail 
stage.  We  reached  tlie  Tremont  flousc,  my  stopping 
place,  at  12.  It  AA'as  good  sleighing. 

rlan.  12,  188.'). 

r  visited  Jo.  Willard,  uoav  an  attorney,  and  formei’h"  of 
Lancaster,  and  made  arrangements  for  bringing  off  the 

dui)licate  pamphlets  of  the  Mass.  Historical  Society  and  also 
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those  belonging  to  the  Boston  Atheiueinn.  'I  spoit  most  of 
the  day  in  the  library  of  the  Historical  ScK'iety,  examining' 
their  rarities.  That  which  struck  me  as  the  })earl  of  the 
whole  collection  is  a  manuscript  written  on  jjarcdmient  and 
dated  187!).  It  is  a  treatise  on  nualicine  and  is  in  huiglish. 
It  is  from  this  last  consideration  that  it  derives  its  great 
value.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  specimens  of  Puiglish. 
It  is  in  i)erfect  condition  and  in  a  very  legible  hand.  I 
conld  find  no  history  of  it,  nor  even  ascertain  how  it 
became  the  })roperty  of  the  Societv.* 

dan.  18,  1885. 

I  passed  the  day  in  the  different  stores.  At  IIilliar<l 
and  Grays,  I  found  a  large  nnm])er  of  ancient  volumes 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  Baud^erg  Lilu'ary,  ''Biblio¬ 
theca  Bam1)erga.”  T  have  never  found  any  account  of  this 
institution,  though  I  have  seen  many  cart  loads  of  books 
that  came  from  it.  Manj^  of  those  at  Hilliard  and  Gray's 
were  printed  before  1500.  The  oldest  was  of  1495.  Most 
of  them  were  folios  in  hogskin  Innding,  and  could  be 
pui chased  fc)r  a  dcjllar  a  volume.  Thev  were,  however 
of  small  value  and  I  had  no  money,  or  jx'rhaps,  I  should 
have  bought  them. 

Jan.  14,  1835. 

I  odav  I  walked  with  Miss  Harriet  Dennv  to  (diarlcs- 
town  to  visit  the  ruin  of  the  Ursuline  (Anvent.  It  is 
a  melancholly  si)ectacle.  Poor  Neev  England  has  never 
Indore  had  so  (leeji  a  wound  upon  her  fair  name.  It  is 
a  fold  l)lot  upon  her  character.  I  tear  some  dreadful 
judgment  must  follow  such  cvic’ked  Inisiness. 

1  was  invited  to  dine  with  Judge  James  C.  Merrill,  but 
declined.  I  was  invited  to  a  i)arty  in  the  evening  at 
Ednumd  Dwight’s  and  this  too  I  declined. 


Historical  Society  by  Dr. 


iThis  manuscript  was  presented  to  the  Massachusetts 
.Jeremy  Belkna]). 
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4jiii.  If),  liSoo. 

I  Aveiit  over  to  ( ’auibrido-e,  Avliere  I  fouiul  Charles  Sum¬ 
ner,  Ls(].,  an  attorney  of  Boston,  but  uoav  em})loyed  as 
an  instructor  in  the  LaA\:  School.  He  introduced  me  to 
Charles  Folsom,  printer  to  the  University,  who  is  full  of 
black  letter  and  every  way  a  man  after  my  o^^m  heart.  He 
went  with  me  to  the  library  of  the  college  and  showed  nu' 
all  the  rarities  of  the  collection.  I  had  not  time  to  ex¬ 
amine  as  r  wished  to,  but  he  showed  me  the  manuscripts 
and  such  books  as  were  of  the  greatest  value.  I  returned 
to  Boston  in  the  afternoon. 


dan.  16,  1885. 

I  dined  today  with  the  Hon.  Francis  C.  Cray.  J  met 
several  gentlemen  there,  who  it  would  seem  preferred 
eating  to  conversation,  and  the  dinner  was  the  iirincijial 
pait  of  the  entertainment.  Mr.  Cray  is  a  very  sensible 
and  well  informed  jierson. 

Jan.  17,  188.5. 

Saturday  and  Sunday  1  did  very  little. 

Jan.  19,  1885. 

I  dined  today  with  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  and 
in  the  evening  went  to  the  theatre.  J  have  attended  the 
theatre  every  night  since  I  have  been  in  the  city,  Saturday 
and  Sunday  excepted,  when  it  was  not  open.  The  jiriiici- 
pal  attraction  is  IMiss  Fanny  Jarman,  the  wife  of  Mr. 
'reman.  She  retains  her  maiden  name.  T  must  confess, 

I  have  never  heard  any  actress  before,  Avho  gave  me  so 
much  jileasure. 


Jan.  20,  1885. 

I  returned  to  Worcester,  being  tired  of  the  city.  1 
brought  with  me  many  books  that  were  given  to  me  for 
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our  library.  The  pamphlets  froiu  the  HiTorical  Societ}'^ 
and  AtheiiPeum  are  iu  mimber  between  thr^e  and  four 
thousand. 


Feb.  1,  183.5. 

The  whole  of  this  month  was  employed  ]>y  me  ii! 
aiianging  the  Walcott  collection  of  jjamphlets  and  news¬ 
papers  for  binding.  Frederick  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  council,  came  almost  every  afternoon  to  assist  me,  and 
what  has  given  me  great  happiness  is  that  instead  of  being 
a  pamphlet  hater  as  he  was  a  few  months  ago,  he  has  now 
l)ecome  a  pamphlet  hunter.  To  what  point  of  fury  he  has 
attained,  I  can’t  say  precisely.  I  should  not  willino-ly 
expose  a  pamphlet  to  his  hands,  lest  he  should  bestow  it 
upon  our  library  without  the  ceremony  of  asking  for  it.i 
The  principal  cause  or  topic  of  excitement  this  month, 
and  indeed  of  January  and  February,  has  been  the  election 
of  a  Senator  to  Congress  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 
Before  the  session  commenced,  the  prevailing  ophiion  was 
that  Goy.  Lincoln  would  be  selected.  Tliis  sentiment 
among  his  political  friends  had  been  of  long  standino-,  and 
seemed  to  have  obtained  the  general  acquiescence  of  the 
iig  party.  It  was  soon  rumored,  however,  that  he 
would  be  deserted  by  his  former  friends  and  a  new  candi¬ 
date  fixed  upon.  Mr.  Davis,  the  governor,  was  rarely 
mentioned  or  thought  of,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  believed 
he  was  the  only  man  that  the  IThig  party  could  elect 
Party  policy  reipiired  that  he  should  be  kept  in  the  place 
of  governor,  and  some  one  fixed  upon  for  Senator  who 
would  be  acceptable  to  the  people,  honorable  to  the  State 
and  withal,  an  help  to  the  Whig  interest.  For  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  these  ends,  J.  Q.  Adams  was  the  most 
prominent  candidate,  as  his  selection  would  conciliate  the 
antimasons  and  keep  them  from  uniting  with  the  Jackson 

constant  contrii"  t^Ini^qnaSTo^iet”  """  ^ 
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party.  When  the  eleetion  of  Senator  came  on  hi  the 
House,  Mr.  Adams’  vote  was  found  hy  far  the  strongest. 
Pjach  county  almost  had  its  own  candidate.  Shaw  was 
voted  for  in  Berkshire,  Bates  in  old  Hampshire,  Lincoln 
in  Worcester,  Saltonstal [1]  in  Essex,  Baylies  in  Bristol  and 
Adams  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  By  the  first  ballot 
there  was  no  choice,  nor  hv  the  second.  At  the  third 
trial,  I  believe  Gov.  Davis  had  a  fair  majoritv  and  was 
declared  elected  on  the  })art  of  the  House.  The  next 
week  the  Senate  chose  on  their  part  J.  Q.  Adams.  They 
believed  that  no  man  but  Gov.  Davis  could  be  chosen 
governor,  and  they  chose  Mr.  Adams,  not  on  account  of 
his  popularity,  but  as  a  measure  of  policju  The  House 
again  chose  Mr.  Davis  and  the  Senate  again  presented  Mr. 
Adams.  The  House  now  again  chose  Mr.  Davis  by  an 
increased  majority,  and  Mr.  Adams,  very  unlnckily  for  his 
po}nilarity,  having  advocated  in  the  Congress,  at  this  veiw 
time,  hostile  measures  towards  France,  the  Senate  dropt 
him  and  concurred  with  the  House  in  the  election  of  Gov. 
Davis. 

I  have  no  doubt  this  will  lie  the  cause  of  unpleasant  feel¬ 
ing  on  the  part  of  Gov.  Lincoln  towards  Gov.  Davis.  I  am 
not  aware,  however,  that  Gov.  Davis  has  endeavored  to 
obtain  the  place  of  Senator  against  Mr.  Lincoln.  Politi¬ 
cians  are  generally  selfish,  and  the  situation  of  Gov. 
Ijincoln  was  such  as  to  induce  man}"  expectants  to  wish 
him  out  of  the  way.  But  to  elect  him  Senator  woxdd 
effectually  extinguish  all  their  hopes  of  preferment,  be¬ 
cause  Gov.  Davis  would  still  remain  Governor  and  no 
vacancies  would  lie  made  ;  while,  by  electing  Gov.  Davis 
to  the  Senate  there  would,  of  course,  be  many  changes, 
and  in  the  general  scramble  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  these 
expectants  would  stand  a  fair  chance  for  some  of  them. 

March  2,  1835. 

The  thermometer  fourteen  degrees  below  zero  ! 
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March  17,  184'). 

Kden  Augustin  Baldwin,  my  nephew,  came  from  'Fem- 
])let()n  today,  havdng'  ))een  sent  here  1)\^  Ids  grandfatlu'r, 
with  the  request  that  I  would  ])ut  him  to  the  Baptist 
(Schof)!  in  this  town  or  send  him  to  Leicester  Acadejinq  as 
I  ndght  think  most  for  his  advantage.^  I  concluded  to 
send  him  to  Leicester,  though  I  was  inclined  to  put  him 
to  the  first  named,  and  should  have  doin'  so  had  it  not 
been  foi-  their  regulations  about  board.  Ao  tea,  coffee  oi' 
milk  are  given  to  the  piqiils  who  board  in  the  institution. 
In  my  judgment,  this  is  a  bad  arrangement.  If  a  bo\'  lie 
not  treated  Avell  at  school  he  will  hardly  know  what  he 
has  a  right  to  expect  when  he  becomes  a  man.  AVe  should 
learn  children  their  rights  if  we  would  have  them  respectc'd 
when  they  liecome  men. 


March  19,  Ihof). 

I  gave  him  a  letter  to  the  preceptor,  Mr.  Wi'ight,  and 
he  left  me  todaj"  to  join  the  school.  He  will  lie  fifteen  in 
April.  He  is  the  third  son  of  my  oldest  brother,  Eden, 
who  died  June  2,  182(5,  at  Templeton.  I  gave  him  some 
pocket  money  and  {denty  of  good  advice,  M'ith  directions 

to  write  to  me,  to  his  mother  and  his  grandfather  once  each 
week. 


A[)ril  1,  184').  ^ 

'riiis  is  a  day  of  excitement.  At  the  March  town  meet¬ 
ing  a  vote  was  carried  by  the  town  to  instruct  the  selectmen 
not  to  ap))rol)ate  any  innholders  for  licences  to  retail  ardent 
"Pints.  ^  This  comes  of  the  temperance  reform,  and  is  now 
fhc  subject  of  deep  interest.  The  town  is  divided  into 
three  parties,  viz.  :  the  rigid  advocates  of  temperance,  the 
friends  of  retailers,  and  the  neutrals,  who  will  not  belong 
to  either  party.  Our  innholders  find  themselves  closelv 


’  The  Baptist  Scliool-now  the  Worcester  Academy-was  jirevions  to  184(1  called  the 
W  orcester  County  Manual  Labor  Hifili  Sidiool, 


pressed  hv  the  vote  of  the  town  and  luive  had  a  eaiieiis,  at 
which  they  determined  that  tliey  would  not  take  out  licences 
for  any  purpose,  but  would  take  down  their  signs  and  close 
their  houses  on  the  Ist'of^  Aiiril.  Accordingly,  this  morn¬ 
ing,  the  signs  to  all  the  taverns,  except  the  Tenpierancc 
House,  nine  in  iininber,  were  taken  down  and  the  houses 
all  shut  against  travellers.  I  saw  several  ladies  sittino-  in 
the  portico  of  one  of  the  houses,  who  had  arrived  in  a 
stage ;  there  were  many  gentlemen  in  the  same  plight. 
But  none  of  them  were  iiermitted  to  enter  the  house.  A 
table  was  set  in  the  portico,  with  several  decanters  tilled 
with  cold  water,  set  upon  it,  which  I  took  to  bean  emblem 
of  temperance.  The  travellers  looked  cross,  and  the  dear 
ladies  in  iiarticular.  ddie  public  symiiathy  was  such  as  to 
justify  the  tavern  keepers,  and  this  enraged  the  temperance 
jmrty. 

April  (i,  18b'). 

'Fhe  town  is  now  more  full  of  excitement  than  has  been 
known  since  1812.  Ihere  is  a  strong  disposition  to  briii”’ 
temiierance  into  politics.  The  late  attempt  to  instruct  the 
select  men  has  awaked  many  fears  that  the  leaders  of  the 
temiierance  reform  design  to  make  it  a  political  subject. 
Several  who  were  members  of  the  Society  for  promotino- 
'remperance  have  directed  their  names  to  be  withdrawn. 
Wherever  two  men  are  seen  together,  the  suliject  of  con¬ 
versation  is  temperance.  In  many  instances  they  have 
become  so  furious  as  to  almost  come  to  blows.  1  perceive 
that  whoever  speaks  upon  the  subject  manifests  his  passions 
at  once.  In  this  respect  the  friends  of  temperance  arc  as 
intemperate  as  their  opponents.  Every  bod)'  is  oettiny 
mad,  and  what  is  cause  of  especial  madness  with  me  is 
that  I  am  already  as  mad  as  the  maddest. 

r  would  here  give  an  account  of  two  tights  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  promotion  of  teinjjerance,  were  it  projicr 
for  me  to  put  such  events  upon  record.  I  can  onl)'  give 
the  names  of  the  combatants — Jesse [l¥.](TOodrich,  (Teorge 
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P\)ls()iii,  Djiniel  Wulclo  Lincoln,  all  attorneys  at  law  in 
Worcester ;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  .Inn.,  midshi})inan  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy. 

Ai)ril  l(i,  1335. 

I  went  to  Tein])leton  today  to  see  my  father,  who  has 
sent  to  have  me  visit  him,  lie  heino-  sick.  I  went  in  a 
chaise.  I  took  the  road  by  way  of  Princeton  that  I  might 
visit  Henry  Prentiss,  Esq.,  who  lives  in  the  edge  of  Hub- 
bardston,  next  to  Princeton.  He  Avas  concerned  in  the 
settlement  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Lieut. -Gov.  Moses 
(dill,  and  I  Avished  to  see  him  to  ascertain  Avhether  he  had 
not  some  of  the  manuscripts  belong-ing-  to  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Prince  the  historian.  (Till’s  first  wife  Avas  the  daushter  of 
Mr.  Prince.  Her  name  Avas  Sarah,  and  she  died  in  1771,  1 
think.  She  was  the  only  surviving  child,  and  all  the  books 
and  papers  of  her  father  came  into  her  possession.  Gill 
was  a  A^erA'  cautious,  prudent  man,  and  preseiwed  everA  - 
thing ;  and  at  his  death,  all  the  papers  of  Mr.  Prince,  with 
his  books,  had  been  kept.  He  (Mr.  P.)  gave  his  Latin 
and  Greek  books  to  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston,  and 
also  his  maps,  charts  and  manuscripts  that  were  of  most 
value.  This  I  saw  in  his  Avill,  Avhich  Avas  in  Mr.  Prentiss’ 
possession.  He  Avas  very  rich,  and  his  daughter  received 
most  of  his  estate.  He  OAvned  large  tracts  of  land  in 
Princeton,  Rutland,  Holden,  Hubbardston  Barre,  in  the 
County  of  AVorcester ;  and  also  at  Rochester  and  Middle- 
borough  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  and  in  the  Province  of 
Maine.  I  found  Mr.  Prentiss  a  A^ery  sensible  and  intell¬ 
igent  man.  He  is  noAv  sixty-eight.  He  Avas  born  at  Ber¬ 
wick  in  Maine,  Avhere  his  father  Avas  a  schoolmaster,  Avho 
was  a  native,  1  believe,  of  Cambridge,  near  Boston.  His 
tatlier  died  young.  Mr.  Prentiss  had  no  papers  that  be¬ 
longed  to  Mr.  Prince  cxcejit  deeds,  or  some  memoranda  of 
property,  ddiese  he  shoAved  me,  and  1  spent  about  three 
hours  in  examining  them.  I  found  nothing  to  reAvard  me 
tor  my  journey,  except,  perhaps,  the  intelligent  and 
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pursuit  of  more  particularly  was  the  Ms.  History  of  Pl)- 
uioiith  Colony  by  Cxov.  Bradford.  Mr.  Prince  had  this  in 
his  possession,  and  it  ha^i  been  said  that  it  })erished  in  the 
gutting  Gov.  Hutchinson’s  house.  Yet,  as  it  has  never 
been  found,  I  entertained  a  sort  of  ho})e  that  1  might  find 
it  at  Princeton.^ 

It  began  to  snow  in  the  morning  and  when  [  reached 
Princeton  it  was  seven  inches  deep.  It  fell  very  fast  and 
incessantly  from  7  in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  I  did  not  reach  my  father’s  house  until  sundown. 
I  found  him  (juite  unwell  and  threatened  with  a  lung  fever. 
He  was  not  confined  to  his  l)ed. 

Apr.  17  (Friday). 

riie  weather  is  verv  cold  and  blusterino-.  I  remained 
with  my  father  during  the  day. 

A})r.  IH. 

In  the  aftei-noon  1  returned  to  Worcester.  The  ground 
was  frozen  so  hard  that  the  travelling  was  as  rough  as  in 
danuary. 

May  2,  IHo.’i. 

I  had  a  visit  today  from  Mr.  Nahum  Caj^en,  one  of  the 
bookselling  firm  lyy  the  name  of  Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Capen  is  favorably  known  as  the  ])ul)lisher 
of  Dr.  S[)urzheim’s  manuscripts.  He  is  a  confirmed 
l)hrenologist.  He  is  a  sensible,  self-educated  man,  and  a. 
good  deal  given  to  nieta])hysics.  H('  evidently  had  a 
strong  love  for  this  abstruse,  and,  to  me,  uninteresting, 
science,  and  yet  what  seem’d  (juite  paradoxical,  he  was 
very  superstitious  ;  for  he  told  me  he  fully  believ(‘d  in  the 

>  The  Bradford  Manuseript  has  since  been  discovered  in  tlie  lilirary  of  tlie  Bisliop 
of  Lonilon  at  Fnlham,  and  in  1897,  by  special  decree  of  the  Consistorial  and  Episco¬ 
pal  Court  of  London,  was  returned  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  is 
now  in  the  State  Library.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the 
return  of  this  precious  manuscriiJt  was  published  by  order  of  the  General  Court 
in  1898. 
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vulgar  notion  that  the  fcetu.s  in  the  womb  inaj  be  disfigured 
by  the  imagination  of  the  inother  !  I  denied  this  nonsense 
outright,  yet  he  undertook  to  prove  that  it  was  not  only 
possible  but  even  probable  !  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Deity  would  be  so  cruel  as  to  subject  the  fa*tus 
to  the  hazard  of  becoming  a  monster  through  the  visionary 
and  silly  dreams  of  the  mother.  He  not  only  affirmed  this 
doctrine,  but  added  to  it  a  fresh  absurdity,  which  was 
that  the  child  would  be  affected  in  its  character  through 
life  by  the  particular  impressions  on  the  minds  of  its 
parents  at  the  time  it  was  begotten  !  ****** 

Mr.  Capen  is  now  thirty-two.  He  was  born  in  Canton, 
Mass.,  and  has  resided  in  Boston  several  years. 

May  10,  1835. 

I  went  to  Templeton  to  see  my  father,  whom  I  found  in 
a  low  state  of  health.  His  complaint  has  been  a  lung 
fever.  He  is  confined  to  his  bed  most  of  the  dav.  1 
believe  that  he  will  recover.  God  grant  that  mv  hojx's 
may  be  realized,  and  that  he  may  live  and  enjo^‘  his  health 
for  many  years.  I  am  more  unwilling  to  part  with  him 
now  than  ever.  This  results,  undoubtedly,  from  the  fact 
that  1  am  unmarried  and  have  no  one  to  divide  niA’  affec¬ 
tions  with  him.  He  was  sixty-seven  in  Feb.  last. 

May  1  1,  1835. 

1  received  today  the  pid)lications  of  the  Kecord  Commis¬ 
sion,  {)resented  to  the  Library  of  the  Anti(|uarian  Society' 
by  the  British  Government;  there  are  fifty-two  im])erial 
folio  volumes. 

May  25,  1835. 

Took  the  stage  this  morning  for  Boston  to  attend  the 
semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Anticiuarian  Societv,  whic'h  is 
to  be  on  the  27th.  At  W estborough  1  left  the  stage  and 
took  seat  in  one  of  the  cars  of  the  rail  road,  and  reached 
Boston  at  10  A.  M.  There  were  about  two  hundred 
])assengers,  nearly  half  of  them  being  ministers  on  their 
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way  to  Boston  to  attend  tlie  various  cliaritable  and  relio’ious 
societies  that  were  to  hold  their  anniversaries  this  week. 
T  was  surprised  at  their  youthful  appearance,  none  of  them 
heino-  above  thirty-five  or  forty.  The  old  ones,  I  think, 
feel  that  they  are  too  poor  to  encounter  the  expense  of 
such  a  journey ;  and,  l)esides,  their  maintenance  from 
salaries  is  so  precarious  that  they  are  compelled  to  exercise 
the  most  rigid  prudence.  Formerly  the  settling  of  a  min¬ 
ister  was  a  permanent  life-matter,  and  parishes  took  their 
pastors  as  men  take  wives.  There  must  be  no  l)a(.'king  out 
from  the  contract  or  impatience  manifested  unless  for 
downright  adultery,  or  some  such  most  flagrant  fault.  But 
now  ministers  are  settled  for  a  year  or  so,  and  some  work 
by  the  month,  and  I  have  known  some  ^vho  job’d  it  bv  the 
single  Sunday,  and  glad  to  work  so.  There  is  a  great 
change  in  })ublic  opinion  in  relation  to  the  clergAU  They 
are  treated,  as  a  body,  with  much  less  respect  than 
formerly. 

I  stopt  at  the  Treinont  House.  I  went  to  see  the 
Dioramic  View  of  the  Departure  of  the  Israelites  out  of 
Fgypt.  The  picture  was  about  thirty  feet  s(|uare,  and  the 
light  was  admitted  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  infiniteh"  larger.  1  ))elieve  the  picture  was  designed 
1)V  Martin,  though  I  could  find  no  author’s  name.  The 
Israelites  are  represented  as  going  out  of  the  citv  of 
Memphis  ;  they  are  i)roceediug  through  an  immense  street 
which  is  lined  with  the  most  gorgeous  palaces,  and  in  the 
front  ground  are  seen  Moses  and  Aaron  upon  an  elevated 
])lace  dii-ecting  the  march.  I  had  more  pleasure  in  exam¬ 
ining  the  picture  than  any  one  I  have  ever  seen.  ’Phe 
illusion  was  most  i)erfect.  1  visited  it  twice  a  dav  diiriim’ 
the  four  days  I  was  in  Boston.  I  went  to  the  theatre  in 
the  evening. 

Ma}"  26,  1835. 

I  went  to  see  the  famous  cartoons  of  Raffaello.  The}" 
are  not  the  cartoons  themselves,  but  the  tapestries  wrought 
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from  them.  There  are  four  of  tliem,  each  one  l)eing 
tAveiitj  feet  long  and  fourteen  feet  high.  The  groundwork 
or  foundation  seems  to  be  a  coai'se  canvas  and  the  figures 
are  wrouglit  with  sewing  silk,  with  a  needle  !  The  expres¬ 
sions  of  countenaiice  in  all  the  figures  are  to  the  very  life. 
The  four  pictures  are:  The  "Death  of  Annanias,”  "  Petei' 
Curing  the  Cripple  at  the  Gate  of  the  Temple,”  "Paul 
Preaching  at  Athens,”  and  "Christ  Delivering  the  Keys  to 
Peter.”  Peter  curing  the  cripple  })leased  me  most,  but 
why  the  painter  makes  the  cripple  a  negro  I  do  not  know, 
fn  the  same  gallery  was  a  copy  of  lieubens’  famous  picture 
of  the  Crucifixion. 

May  27,  183.5. 

The  Anthjuarian  Society  met  at  12  o’clock  at  the  Ex¬ 
change  Coffee  House.  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Hon. 
Judge  [James  C.]  Merrill,  Hon.  Benjamin  Russell,  Hon. 
Rejoice  Newton,  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Lowell,  Rev.  Thomas 
Robbins  of  Rochester,  Frederick  IT.  Paine,  Rev.  IMr. 
[Alonzo]  Hill  and  S[amuel]  M.  Burnside,  Es(i.,  of  ’Wor¬ 
cester,  were  the  members  present.  We  were  all  invited  to 
dine  with  Mr.  Winthrop,  President  of  the  Society.  The 
Societj^  always  dine  with  him  at  the  annual  meetings,  and 
he  gives  a  prime  entertainment. 

May  28,  1835. 

I  went  to  the  Athenaeum  with  Mr.  Paine  and  examined 
the  library,  picture  gallery  and  divers  other  things.  AVe 
saw  in  the  gallery  a  most  ca})ital  likeness  of  Gov.  Davis, 
by  Alexander,  ddie  likeness  is  admirable  as  well  as  the 
painting.  There  was  a  marble  bust  of  Mr.  ’Webster,  which 
is  also  excellent.  I  went  to  see  "  Uncle  Toby  and  the 
VVddow  Wadman.”  Was  there  ever  any  statuary  to  erpial 
this?  Uncle  Tob}^  is  inimitable.  Such  l)enevolence  and 
})erfect  honesty  as  appear  in  his  face  !  How  well  this  is 
contrasted  with  the  wicked  looks  of  the  frisky  and  lecher- 
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ous  widow!  There  they  are,  smig-  in  the  sentry  box, 
and  no  one  can  look  upon  them  tint  with  great  pleasure. 

May  29,  1835. 

In  the  night  1  was  attacked  by  a  rheumatic  pain  in  tlu> 
calf  of  my  left  leg,  which  was  so  violent  as  to  })roduce 
great  persi^iration.  T  was  in  great  agony  through  all  the 
next  day  and  night.  iSIy  friend  and  classmate.  Dr.  Martin 
(lay,  call''  rejieatedly  through  the  day  and  prescribed  for 
me.  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  during  the  day. 

May  30,  1835. 

.Vnd  having  found  no  rest  through  the  night,  I  arose  at 
5  and  went  to  the  railway  and  returned  to  Worcester.  I 
could  not  put  ui}"  foot  to  the  ground.  I  reached  Worcester 
at  10  A.  M.,  went  to  bed,  sent  for  Dr.  [John]  Green,  and 
laid  there  during  eighteen  days ;  not  once  leaving  my 
room,  and  hardly  sitting  up.  M_y  complaint  Avas  a  rheu¬ 
matic  fever.  The  week  before  going  to  Boston  I  weighed 
one  hundred  and  eighty-four  pounds,  and  the  22d  of  June 
I  weighed,  by  the  same  scales,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
[)ounds  ! 

June  25,  1835. 

Since  mv  confinement  I  have  done  nothing  but  read. 
The  chief  medicine  I  have  taken  has  been  opium  pills, 
which  have  created  an  extraordinary  wakefulness,  so  that 
I  have  lost  very  little  time  in  sleeping.  The  first  of  my 
reading  was  the  2nd,  3rd,  4th  and  5th  vols.  of  the  "  M  rit- 
ings  of  George  Washington,”  })rei)ared  by  Jared  Sparks. 
The  reading  of  these  volumes  has  inspired  me  with  a 
respect  for  their  illustrious  author  which  I  had  not  enter¬ 
tained  befoi'e.  I  had  a  very  erroneous  o})inion  of  him.  1 
have  not  thought  well  enough  of  him.  I  am  amazed  at 
his  o'io'antic  mind,  even  when  compared  with  the  most 
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faiuou.s  men  of  the  Kovohition.  I  think  I  .should  ])refer 
to  have  the  eharaeter  of  (feorae  Wasliino-ton  to  any  man 
(le.scrihed  ))y  Plutareli.  The  letters,  eveiywhere,  furnish 
the  strongest  proof  of  his  consummate  prudence  and  sa¬ 
gacity.  Put  what  tills  one  with  j)erfect  admiration  is  his 
extraordinary  sense  of  justice.  4'ho’  he  was  trusted  with 
almost  ludimited  ])ower  by  Congress,  yet  in  no  instance 
did  he  abuse  it.  I  cannot  describe  the  })leasure  I  have  had 
in  reading  the  letters  thus  far.  I  l)less  flod  that  I  am  his 
countryman. 

T  read  also  the  first  series  of  the  (diriosities  of  Citera- 
turo,  ’  by  DTsraeli,  and  his  ''  Literary  Character.”  I  read 
also  the  "Vicar  of  Wakefield,”  and  "The  Chtizen  of  the 
World,”  both  by  Dr.  (foldsmith,  and  two  volumes  of  Pope’s 
Letters  and  the  Duneiad,”  irancklin’s  dissertation  on  the 
])robable  situation  of  the  ancient  City  of  Palibothra,  2  vols., 
4to.  ;  Spix  and  Martins’  Travels  in  Brazil,  2  vols.,  Svo. 
The  five  books  of  Moses  ;  and  Josephus,  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  story  of  Joseph  going  to  Egyi^t  and  the  ultimate 
return  of  the  Israelites  to  their  own  countrv.  Mrs.  Butler’s 
[Mi.ss  Fanny  Kemble]  Journal,  2  vols.,  12mo.  What  a 
satyrical  little  I)a<i'o’a£i’e  she  is  ! 

I  feared,  after  reading  Washington’s  Letters,  that  I  had 
done  injustice  to  some  of  the  worthies  of  anticiuity  by  i)re- 
feiiing  his  chaiacter  to  any  of  them.  To  sati.sfy  iua'  mind 
upon  this  point,  I  read  "  Goldsmith’s  History  of  the  Roman 
Fm])ire,”  2  vols.,  Svo.,  which  embraces  the  period  of  al)ouf 
^  twelve  hundred  yeai-s,  i.  e.,  from  75<S  B.  C.  to  the  year 
A.  I).  47(1,  or  the  death  of  Constantine,  the  last  of  the 
Roman  Empei'oi's.  I  found  no  occasion  to  alter  mv 
o])iidon.  But  what  a  miserable  set  of  I'ascals  A\'ere  most  of 
those  Roman  Emperors  !  I  had  a  sort  of  malicious  pleasiu'e 
in  haying  them  find  yiolent  deaths. 

I  have  now  read  the  (1th,  7th  A  Stli  volumes  of 
Washington’s  Writings,  and  my  respect  and  admiration  of 
his  character  increases  Avith  mv  I'eadino- 
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June  30,  1835. 

I  he  Rev.  Robert  P'olo-er  Walcott,  nephew  of  Thomas 

alcott,  Es(i.,  of  Boston,  wlio  presented  to  the  Anti(|narian 
Society  a  valuable  collection  of  pamplets,  paid  me  a  visit 
today.  He  related  to  me  many  interesting  anecdotes  of 
his  uncle,  A  jiromised  that  he  would  furnish  me  the  mate¬ 
rials  for  his  l)iogra})hy.  I  omit  recording  them  here 
because  I  shall  haA'e  the  opportunity  of  doing  [so]  in 
another  place.  Mr.  Walcott  dined,  supped  and  stayed 
with  me  all  night.  He  is  a  sensible  and  {inre-minded 
clergyman,  and  is  wortly-  of  one  of  the  best  iiarishes  in 
Xew  England.  He  was  born  in  the  Island  of  Nantucket. 

July  3,  1835. 

'riie  Rail  Road  from  ^Testborough  to  Worcester  was  this 
day  finished,  and  one  of  the  engines  {lassed  over  the  road 
for  the  first  time.  Some  of  the  directors  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  came  nj)  in  it. 

July  4,  1835. 

Idle  road  was  publicly  opened  today,  and  the  first  train 
of  cars  reached  Worcester  at  half-past  ten  in  the  forenoon, 
ddie  streets  were  thronged  with  people  from  the  adjoining 
towns  at  an  early  hour,  and  these,  with  our  own  ]iopnla- 
tion,  presented  a  larger  multitude  in  the  town  than  T  have 
ever  before  witnessed.  Few  of  them  had  ever  seen 
carriages  moved  by  steam,  and  their  curiosity  was  ven' 
great.  The  sides  of  the  road  were  lined  with  peojile  for 
nearly  a  mile,  all  eipially  eager  to  have  a  glymiise  of  the 
novel  and  marvellous  spectacle.  It  being  the  4th  of  July, 
which  is,  jierhaps,  our  greatest  liolyday  in  the  year,  made 
the  collection  of  people  greater  than  it  might  otherwise 
have  been.  The  females  were  almost  as  nunierons  as  the 
males. 

ddiat  I  might  witness  the  entry  of  the  first  train  of  cars 
to  the  greatest  advantage,  I  invited  the  Hon.  Joseph  (I. 
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Kendall,  Clerk  of  the  C'ourC,  who  is  inr  follow  hoarder, 
to  accompai^y  me  in  a  waggon  to  a  high  ground  aljove 
Pine  Meadow,  where  the  road  may  be  seen  for  near  a  mile. 
We  were  told  that  the  cars  would  arrive  at  Worcester  at 
half  past  eight,  and  Ave  accordingl_y,  that  we  might  lose  no 
})art  of  the  interesting  exhibition,  took  our  station  upon  the 
hill  at  ten  minutes  past  eight.  \  must  remark  here  that  my 
lameness  is  such  that  I  can  only  hobble  along,  and  walking- 
in  any  way  is  extremely  jiainful  to  me,  owing  to  my  rheu¬ 
matic-  complaint.  I  therefore  sat  in  the  waggon  and  held 
the  horse.  The  day  Avas  a  Amry  warm  one,  and  as  1  had  no 
})rotection  from  the  sun,  I  Avas  nearly  roasted.  The  cars 
came  at  half  [past]  ten  instead  of  half  })ast  eight  1  !  What 
a  poor  time  I  had  of  it !  Mr.  Kendall  left  the  Avaggon  and 
sat  under  the  shade  of  a  tree.  When  the  cars  came  in 
sight,  my  horse  took  fright,  and  I  was  compelled  to  get 
out  of  the  Avaggon  and  had  great  ditEcultA''  in  holding  him. 
He  reared  and  jumped  most  furioushy  aud  Avhen  he  Avas  so 
far  recovered  as  to  permit  me  to  look  round,  the  train 
of  cars  had  reached  their  destination  !  The  only  rcAvard  I 
had  for  sitting  in  a  hot  sun  more  than  tAvo  hours  Avas  to 
run  the  risfjue  of  having  my  neck  broke,  and  of  irritating 
my  rheumatic  maladies  in  such  manner  that  I  Avas  confined 
to  my  bed  the  Avhole  of  the  next  day  !  ! 

July  6,  18do. 

ddiis  day  was  appointed  for  the  stockholders  of  the 
Boston  and  Worcester  Rail  Road  to  visit  AVorcester  and 
[)artake  of  a  })ublic  dinner  })rovided  by  the  citizens  of  the 
j)lace.  A  committee,  ap})ointed  at  a  meeting  of  the  citi¬ 
zens,  Avas  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary 
arrangements  and  determining,  among  other  things,  how 
the  entertainment  should  be  given  and  hoAv  the  inoneA" 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  it  should  be  obtained.  They 
consulted  among  themselves  and  finally  agreed  that  the 
expenses  should  be  met  Ipy  the  sales  of  tickets  to  the  table. 
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piittiiig  them  at  five  dollars  each.  When  this  determination 
was  made  known,  a  prodigious  clamor  was  raised  against 
it,  as  being  much  too  large  a  sum  ;  and  a  new  meetinii’  of 
the  citizens  was  called  to  ap][)oint  a  new  committee  who 
would  be  more  moderate  in  their  demands,  and  thereby 
less  exclusive.  At  the  same  time  the  new  meeting  was 
called,  the  former  meeting’s  committee  asseml)led,  and 
sent  a  delegation  to  the  new  meeting,  informing  them  that 
seeing  there  had  been  dissatisfaction  manifested  with  their 
doings,  they  would  resign  the  appointment  made  at  the 
former  meeting  ;  and  they  resigned  accordingly.  This  ste]) 
so  far  reconciled  the  aggrieved,  that  all  the  members  of  the 
old  committee,  with  the  exception  of  five  or  six,  were 
rt‘ap})ointed,  and  the  tickets  to  the  table  were  put  at  two 
dollars  instead  of  five.  But  what  was  matter  of  great 
surprise  was  that  some  of  the  idtra  temperance  men  insisted 
that  the  entertainment  should  be  wholly  without  any  kind 
of  ardent  sjjirit  and  wine  !  Only  think  of  a  pnblic  dinner 
without  wine  I  Yet  this  objection  to  wine  Avas  urged  by  so 
large  a  number  that  at  first  it  was  feared  it  Avould  upset  the 
whole  affair. 

The  number  of  gentlemen  who  came  u])  from  Boston 
and  partook  of  the  entertainment  was  al)out  three  hundred. 
I.  gave  ni}'  two  dollars  for  a  ticket,  which  I  ga\'e  to  my 
friend  Charles  O.  Prentiss,  Kscp  ddie  occasion  was  a 
pleasant  one  to  the  company,  and  passed  off  very  happily. 

This  day  died  John  Marshall,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  died  at  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

July  14,  18;b5. 

I  Avent  to  Boston  by  the  Rail  Way,  and  thence  to  lling- 
ham  by  the  Steam  Boat  General  Lincoln,  where  I  ai’rived 
between  one  anci  tAVo  o’clock.  The  ride  among  the  islands 
in  the  harbor  Avas  delightful.  1  went  to  the  village  in 

IIin<iham  instead  of  the  Old  Colony  House.  I  had  neA'cr 
24 
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seen  t.liis  venerable  place  l)efore,  and  havino-  just  read  the 
Letters  of  General  Washington  wherein  he  speaks  often  of 
(teneral  Lincoln,  who  was  a  native  of  Hinghain,  and 
entertaining  a  great  resi)ect  for  him,  I  sought  out  the  |)lac(‘ 
where  he  was  horn,  which  is  in  the  village,  and  spent  most 
of  the  afternoon  in  looking  about  the  different  streets.  At 
six  I  returned  hj  the  Steam  Boat  to  Boston,  where  I  arrived 
about  half  past  seven.  I  found  upon  the  boat  the  Rev. 
Dr.  [Thomas]  Gray  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxburv,  and  Capt. 
Guitis  of  the  same  place.  I  was  introduced  to  them  bv 
Mr.  John  Lane  Boylston  of  Princeton.  Dr.  [Thomas] 
Graj^  now  of  Boston,  is  the  son  of  this  clergvman  and  m\' 
classmate. 

July  Ih,  LS8.5. 

This  morning  at  9  o’clock  I  went  to  Nahant  in  the 
Steam  Boat,  Sandusky.  We  had  a  band  of  music  and 
three  hundred  and  one  girls  from  the  Hancock  and  other 
public  schools  of  the  city.  They  crowded  the  boat  full. 
'Phey  were  sent  down  to  Nahant  to  spend  the  day,  and  to 
afford  them  a  pleasant  relaxation  from  their  studies.  The 
music  sounded  Avell  when  near  the  city  and  in  passing  the 
islands,  but  at  other  times  there  was  a  singular  deadness 
about  it,  which  greatlv  diminished  its  effect.  I  met  a 
gentleman  upon  the  Ixiat  Avith  whom  1  fell  into  conversa¬ 
tion  and  with  whom  I  exchanged  cards.  He  is  a  Balti¬ 
morean  by  the  name  of  Frick,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and 
now  on  a  noithern  v'isit  to  see  his  son,  Avho  is  to  graduate 
at  Gambridge  at  the  coming  (  ’ommencement.  He  told  me 
tliat  he  had  a  sort  of  res])ect  for  New  Fngland,  growing- 
out  of  his  having  lieen  a  iiarishioner  of  the  Rev.  Jared 
Sparks,  who  was  formerly  settled  at  Baltimore.  He  is  a 
vei-y  sensible  man,  though  furiously  given  to  Jacksonisni.’ 

'Tlie  diary  from  tins  point  to  the  last  entry,  -was  made  in  a  small  note  book,  in 
the  form  of  brief  memoranda,  i)rohably  -ndth  the  intention  of  entering  it  more 
fiilly  on  his  return. 
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Diary  of  Ohristopher  C.  Baldvrin. 

Saturday,  at  4  o’clock,  Aug.  15,  reached  Pittsburgh  iii 
the  Packet  Boat.  Put  up  at  the  Exchange,  in  Penn  St. 
(  rossed  into  Pittsburgh  over  the  aciueduct,  which  is  over 
the  Alleghany  Ri\^er.  The  bridge  sustaining  it  is  about 
loOO  feet  in  length,  and  was  constructed  l)y  Air.  Lothrop, 
a  \ankee.  Visited  some  iron  works  and  saw  the  process 
of  draAving  bars  of  iron.  One  minute  draws  the  bar  from 
the  pig.  Vlaking  of  nails.  Sheet  iron. 

Sunday,  Auo'.  K;. 

'WTnt  with  Mr.  Southgate  to  Grant’s  Hill,  so  called 
from  his  memoral:)le  fight  with  the  Indians.  He  was  a 
Scotchman ;  was  defeated.  The  Catholic  Church  u})on 
Grant’s  Hill.  New  Court  House  &  Jail  on  the  same  hill. 

aterworks  to  supjjly  the  city.  IVent  up  oii  the  hio;h  hill 
southeast  of  the  citw  between  the  rivers.  Appearance  of 
the  city  ;  smoke  A  soot.  Churches.  Nunnery  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Alleghany.  Suspicions  about  it,  and 
excitement  of  the  populace.  Went  over  the  Alleghany 
bridge,  1500  feet  long.  Cotton  factories.  Seminary  upon 
Sugar  Loaf  hill.  Scenery.  Fort  Du  (^uesne.  Fort  Pitt, 
ol)literated.  Not  l)oth  on  the  same  site.  The  Garrison 
al)oye  Alleghany  bridge,  erected  about  1798-4.  Wrote  in 
journal. 

Monday,  Aug.  17,  1885. 

\Vent  with  IMr.  Southgate  to  the  Glass  IVorks  of  Mr. 
Bakewell  on  the  Monongahela  ;  fine  cut  glass.  He  came  to 
Pittsl)urgh  in  1807  ;  before  that  had  a  brewery  in  New 
Ha\'en,  Ct.,  to  which  place  he  came  in  1798-4.  He  is  a 
Unitai'ian.  Dr.  Bancroft  stayed  with  him  when  he  came 
West.  Mr.  Bakewell  an  intelligent  gentleman  ;  his  kind¬ 
ness  to  us  ;  invited  us  to  take  tea  with  him  ;  shewed  us  the 
Rolling  Mill  above  the  Glass  IVorks,  owned  by  Messi's. 
Leonards,  Welshmen.  Machinery  in  the  rolling  mill ;  draw¬ 
ing  rods  from  pigs  ;  2  minutes.  Saw  them  roll  ])lates  for 
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boilers,  llereules  handling  jnnc'ks  of  iron  loO  to  200  pounds 
for  the  larg-e  trip  hammer.  Crossed  the  Monongahela 
bridge  and  ascended  Coal  Mountain.  Saw  the  process  of 
digging  coal.  Bituminous  coal — abundance  of  it.  Situa¬ 
tion  ;  4  to  f)  cents  the  bushel  delivered  in  Pittsburgh. 
Crossed  the  Monongahela  in  a  ferry.  View  of  the  ciC’  from 
the  mountain,  450  feet  elevation.  Returned  to  dinner. 
Water  works.  Furnaces  for  iron  casting  Mills  for 
makino-  steam  eni>-ines.  Dam  over  the  Alle»>’hain'  abo\e 
the  city.  Pittsburg,  Alleghany,  Bardstown,  &  Birming¬ 
ham,  35  to  40  thousand.  Mr.  Patterson.  Ki)itaphs. 

PIlESBYTEItlAN  YARD. 


In  Memory 
of 

JAMES  CALDWELL 
who  departed  this  life 
September  the  24,  180J 
in  the  38th  year  of  his  aye. 

Vo  the  Memory 
of 

MR.  JAMES  IRWIN  SENg 
an  old  and  respectable  inhabitant 
of  Rittsbnrgh ;  who  died  on  tlie  10th 
of  .Inly  1825,  aged  sixty  five  years. 

In 

Memory 

of 

CART.  JOHN  IRWIN, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution, 
who  died 

May  5th  A.  D.  1808, 
aged  5(1  years. 

In  Memory  of 
.JOHN  JOHNSTON  ESQ. 
late  Postmaster, 

was  liorn  near  Strabane,  Ireland, 
June  15,  1705  N  d,  .May  4,  1S27. 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory 
of 

JOHN  CAMERON 
who  departed  this  life 
March  23,  A.  D.  1822, 
aged  107  years 
He  was  born  in  the 
Parish  of  Kilinorack 
County  of  Inverness, 

Scotland : 
but  for  many 
years  has  been 
a  respectabie 
citizen  of  Pittsburgh. 

In  Memory  of 
JAMES  ROBINSON  ESQ. 
who  died  Aug.  16. 

1814,  aged  65  years. 

In  Memory  of 
NATHANIEL  GRAHAM 
who  departed  this  life 
Oct.  9th  1830, 
aged  81  years. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
COMMODORE  JOSHUA  BARNEY 
who  died  in  this  City 
Dec.  1.  A.  D.  1818, 
in  the  60  year  of  his  age. 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 
the  REV.  JOSEPH  PATTERSON 
the  first  Pastor  of  Racoon 
and  Montours  Run  Congregations 
who  died  on  the  4th  of  Feb.  1832 
in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

This  venerable  servant  of  Christ 
who  commenced  his  ministerial  labours 
in  1788,  was  eminently  distinguished 
among  the  Fathers  in  Planting 
these  Western  Churches  — 
for  zeal  piety  &  usefulness 
and  his  exemplary  life 
beamed  a  practical  commentary 
on  the  text  of  his  last  sermon, 

“  The  path  of  the  just  is  hs  a  shining 
Liglil  that  shiueth  Tuore  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day.” 
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He  \va.s  the  fathei’  of  Deacon  Robert  Patterson  of 
Pittsburgh. 

In  Memory  of 
CAROLINE  LOTHROP 
Consort  of 

SYLVANUS  LOTHROP 
who  departed  this  Life 
Novemoer  10,  1829, 
in  the  HO  year  of  her  age. 

In  Memory  of 

GENERAL  JOHN  WILKINS 
who  died  30th  April  A.  D.  1810 
in  the  55  year  of  his  age. 

In  Memory  of 
JOHN  WILKINS 
who  died  on  the  11  Dec.  1809 
in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 

In  Alemory  of 
EBENEZER  DENNY 
A  man  highly  esteemed 
for  probity  &  good  sense ; 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolntion, 
who  passed, 

with  Roman  Simplicity, 
a  Life  without  reproach,  &c. 

Hon.  Mr.  Denny,  M.  C.  of  this  District,  is  tlie  son  of 
the  aboA^e. 


Tuesday,  Aug.  18,  ISoh. 

Started  at  4  o  clock  A.  M.  for  Steulienville  by  stage.  Mr. 
Southgate  wdth  me.  Crossed  the  Monong[a]hela  bridge, 
passed  many  furnaces.  Strange  apjiearance  of  the  fire.s. 
Infernal  regions.  Smell  of  coal.  Crossed  saw  mill  run  ; 
road  hilly  beyond  all  precedent.  Montours  Run.  Place 
wheie  Paison  Patterson  laliored.  Dog  house  church 
...  ^  aftei  a  rain  from  the  clay  character 

of  the  ground.  Raccoon  Creek,  another  parish  of  Parson 
Patterson.  Hills  shockingly  bad,  and  yet  the  country  not 
mountainous.  Successive  swells,  and  apiiarenth'  Avithout 
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valleT.s.  Coal  pits  on  the  way.  Ag-ricultural  ai)})earances. 
Some  tine  farms,  not  many.  Land  uniformly  fertile  and 
the  people  as  uniformly  shiftless.  Few  people  in  car- 
riag-es.  Most  of  them  'on  horseback.  In  the  inorniny 
crossing  the  Monongahela  saw  many  females  on  horseback 
in  the  bridge  going  to  market,  (fate  not  open,  and  they 
were  all  huddled  up,  12  or  Ih  of  them.  Passed  two  little 
villages  ;  one  called  Florence,  and  the  other  Hollyday’s 
(  o\'e.  llollyday’s  Cove  is  at  the  foot  of  a  most  ju'odigious 
hill.  This  is  in  the  county  of  Washington,  and  have  seen 
in  the  course  of  the  day  mau}^  lai'ge  Hocks  of  sheep.  Ai‘e 
ferried  over  the  Chio  oue  mile  above  Steubenville.  See 
])eople  loading  wool  to  be  can-ied  to  Philadelphia.  Reach 
Steubenville  in  Ohio  at  4  o’clock,  distance  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  3(1  miles  I  12hoirrs  ;  3  miles  the  hour  !  Steubenville 
stands  on  a  widening  of  the  interval,  high  lands  back  and 
on  the  Virginia  side.  Houses  of  brick  and  Avood,  and 
dirty  from  the  use  of  bitumiuous  coal.  Most  of  the  biuld- 
iugs  tAvo  stories,  and  fcAA’  of  three.  Population  four 
thousand.  Streets  cross  at  rig’ht  angles.  Shire  toAV'ir  of 
Jefferson  County.  Here  Ave  took  a  small  Hat  bottomed 
steamer  for  AVheeling :  distance  tAventy  miles.  After  avc 
had  got  under  Avay  Avas  told  of  the  discovery  in  the 
nrourrtain  of  an  Indian  grave.  Sixty  eight  entire  skeletons 
found.  It  AA'as  discovered  by  sonre  Avor’krrreir  Avho  Avere 
searching  for  building  stone,  and  having  removed  the  moss 
fronr  a  large  rock  upon  one  side,  found  a  joint  or  seam, 
which  upon  exami]ration  turned  out  to  Ire  a  door  of  stone. 
Jdiis  beiirg  removed  furitished  ready  entrance  to  a  cavitA’ 
in  the  rock,  Avhere  the  skeletons  AA^ere  found.  The  r'ock 
seemed  to  be  dug  orrt.  The  rock  Avas  conical  in  shape 
from  the  base,  and  high  enough  inside  to  admit  a  pei'son  to 
stand  erect  in.  ddre  rock  orttside  AA'as  aboirt  ten  or  13  feet 
over'.  Is  [it]  not  a  new  fact  shcAving  the  analogv  betAveen 
orrr  Indians  and  the  Asiatics.  The  rock  AA^as  some  1.50  or 
200  feet  alrove  the  bed  of  the  rfver  in  the  mountain. 
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Ill  i)a.s.siiig  down  tlie  river  to  Wheeling  we  passed 
Wellslmro'h  in  Virginia,  and  Warren  in  Ohio.  Small 
villages.  Water  in  the  river  very  low ;  tAvo  or  three 
places  water  only  2  feet  &  half  deep.  Reached  Wheeling 
a  little  after  sundown,  and  stojit  at  the  Virginia  Hotel. 

Wednesday,  Aug.  It),  RSdo. 

Siieiit  the  day  at  Wheeling,  Va.,  with  Mr.  Southgate. 
He  had  a  letter  to  Dr.  Charles  Baker,  to  Avhom  he  intro¬ 
duced  me.  He  is  au  a|)othecary,  and  native  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  He  showed  us  the  Iron  Furnace  and  Glass  Works, 
his  own  establishment  for  making  white  lead  and  the 
process.  Visited  the  ])ublic  garden  ;  the  jiroperty  of  an 
individual  who  cultivates  plants  for  sale.  And  to  the 
Waterworks  by  which  the  city  is  supplied  with  Avater.  It 
is  taken  from  the  Ohio  and  forced  ipi  bA^  steam  })OAver. 
80  horse  poAver  engine.  The  Avater  thrown  up  one  hundred 
&  seventy  five  feet  into  a  bason.  Cumberland  road  termi¬ 
nates  here.  Appearance  of  it.  Population,  7,000.  Busy 
place.  Bituminous  coal.  Court  of  Justice.  The  Sheriff 
after  a  jury.  Women  barefoot,  Avith  great  feet  and  legs. 

Thursday,  Aug.  20,  1<So.t. 

Start  by  stage  on  the  Cumberland  road  for  Zanesville.^ 

'  A  short  time  after  this  entry  was  made,  tlie  stage  was  overturned  and  Mr. 
ISaldwin  immediately  killed. 
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102  n.,  169,  173,  178,  188  n.,  194,  238,  344, 
279  282  n.,  294  n.,  307,  321  324  n., 

338. 

Catalogue  of,  37,  ib.  ?i.,  197,  215,  240,  245, 
269,  314. 

Annual  Meetings  of,  xvii,  37,  145,  146, 
240,  .303,  .336. 

Relations  with  Odd  Fellows’  .Society 
library,  .38-41. 

Building  forcibly  entered,  58. 

Deposits  by  Worcester  Co.  Hist.  Soc., 
144. 

Accessions  to,  170,  198,  210,  212,  224,  253, 
2.59,  279,  281,  295,  303,  304,  308,  311,  319, 
321,  3.39,  344,  350. 

Orounds  laid  out  in  front  of  building 
of,  185 ;  ib.  set  out  with  trees,  282,  291. 
Newspapers  of,  188  et  seq. 

Council  meetings  of,  277,  296,  315,  326. 
Semi-annual  meeting  of,  350. 

American  Asylum  at  Hartford  for  the 
Education  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons, 
232,  290. 

American  Bible  Society,  3,39. 

American  Colonization  Society,  200. 
American  Education  Society,  170. 
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.linericon  ./iirisf,  e<litors  of,  5. 

American  Temperance  House,  83  n. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  -Vrtillery  Com¬ 
pany,  306. 

-Vnderson,  Rer.  Rufus,  .325. 

Andrews,  Ebenezer  T.,  146. 

Armstrong,  Samuel  T.,  299. 

Arnold,  Nathan,  ./r.,  86. 

Ashmun,  Pro/.  .John  11.,  77,  210. 

Assalini,  Paolo,  195. 

Astrology,  177. 

Aul)urn,  Ma.s.s.,  originally  called  Ward, 
1,39  n. 

Aurora  borealis,  66,  87,  89. 

Austin,  Charles,  302. 

Austin,  Rev.  Samuel,  242,  ib.  n. 

B. 

Baehelor,  21.3. 

Bacon,  Francis,  Lord  V'ertdam,  cited, 
233. 

“  Bacon’s  and  Ingram’s  Rebellion,”  170. 

Baily  (Bailey),  Rev.  John,  189. 

Baily  (  Bailey),  Silas,  130,  289. 

Baldwin,  Aaron,  263,  320. 

Baldwin,  Miss  Adelaiile,  263. 

Baldwdn,  Christopher  C.,  biograidiical 
sketch  of,  v-xx.  His  letters,  viii  n. 
His  puri)Ose  to  prepare  a  bibliogra])hy 
of  America,  x.  Has  his  books  insured, 
5,  48.  Enters  justice  actions,  5,  9,  12, 
22,  24,  26,  32,  43,  66.  Goes  to  Boston,  6, 
37,  98,  121,  145,  161,  2,59,  303,  316,  341,  3,50, 
357;  where  he  visits  theatre,  7,  37,  122, 
145,  151,  264,  343.  Boarding  jdaces  since 
182.3,  8,  32,  43,  63,  80,  285.  Makes  speci¬ 
fications  for  boot  cutter,  10,  17;  lb.  for 
setting  fractured  limbs,  20;  ib.  for  a 
Post  Oftlee  stamp,  47 ;  ib.  for  a  machine 
for  mortising,  54.  Solicits  for  the  A. 
A.  S.,  viii,  11,  37,  53,  147,  152,  178,  184, 
189,  207,  339.  Reason  for  not  being- 
elected  Town  Clerk,  12.  Serves  on 
School  Committee,  xv,  14;  declines  to 
be  re-elected,  66.  Edits  Hiqis  in  W. 
Lincoln’s  absence,  14-16,  28,  29,  36. 
Studies  Phrenology,  16.  His  speech  at 
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Latin  Scliool  gives  offence,  15.  Death 
of  his  mother,  19.  Sets  out  trees,  21, 
22,  282,  291.  Goes  on  journey  with  his 
father,  20,  78.  Cares  for  C.  Mirick, 
28-31.  Contracts  to  edit  Nat.ioiial 
At'.gis,  29;  U>.  resigned,  47.  Buys  and 
furnishes  pew.  Second  Cong’l  Church, 
32.  Corrects  error  in  Hist,  of  Lynn 
and  is  attacked  by  the  author,  34.  Con¬ 
tributes  family  records  to  New  Eng. 
Reg.,  30.  Gross  libel  upon  him,  .38,  41; 
ib.  causes  much  excitement,  .39,  40. 
How  he  spent  Thanksgivings  since  1823, 
42  e-t  seq.  Lectures  before  Lyceum,  43, 
257,  207.  Adjusts  concerns  with  JFor- 
ce.'iter  Magazine,  5.3.  Moves  to  Barre, 
63;  removes  to  Worcester,  75.  Delivers 
4th  .July  oration,  68.  Moves  to  Sutton, 
80;  removes  to  Worcester,  149.  Tran¬ 
scribes  Sutton  records,  95.  Copies 
papers  in  State  House,  101.  Goes  to 
Vt.  and  N.  H.,  102,  125;  there  copies 
epitaphs,  106,  126.  Begins  History  of 
Sutton,  124.  Invited  to  deliver  Masonic 
address,  129.  Loses  his  valise  cont. 
valuable  papers,  129;  ib.  recovered,  145, 
149.  Chosen  to  report  proceedings  of 
the  County  centennial,  144.  Candidate 
for  librarianship  of  A.  A.  S.,  148;  sal¬ 
ary  begins,  169.  Works  on  catalogue 
A.  A.  S.  library,  xiv,  197,  215,  240,  245, 
269,  314.  Journey  to  Greenfield,  201; 
there  copies  epitaphs,  206.  Cured  of 
politics,  215.  AVrites  sketch  of  Lt.-Gov. 
W.  Stoughton,  216.  Goes  to  New  York, 
216.  Elected  member  Penn.  Hist.  Soc., 
xvi,  241.  Prepares  third  edition  Good¬ 
win’s  “  Town  Officer,”  269,  300.  AYrites 
for  PffJlartwtm,  xiv,  279.  His  volumes 
of  epitaphs,  xiii  n.,  294  n.  Copies 
ancient  laws  of  New  Haven  Colony, 
340.  His  favorite  books,  340.  Makes  a 
journey  AVest,  xvi,  359.  Death  of,  364 
n. 

Baldwin,  Ebenezer,  17,  226. 

Baldwin,  Capt.  'Eden,  father  of  Christo- 
pher  C.,  V,  26,  46,  69,  162,  248,  295,  314, 
338,  348. 

Baldwin,  Eden,  brother  of  Christopher 
G.,  346. 

Baldwin,  Mrs.  Eden  (  Foree),  mother  of 
Christopher  G.,  dangerously  ill,  12. 
Her  death,  19. 

Baldwin,  Eden  A.,  nepheiv  of  Christo- 
pther  C.,  340. 

Baldwin,  Henry,  18. 

Baldwin,  Jonathan,  grandfather  of 
Christopher  C.,  v. 


Baldwin,  Jonathan,  brother  of  Christo¬ 
pher  C.,  13,  26,  46,  69,  74. 

Baldwin,  Joseph,  150  n. 

Baldwin,  Koger  S.,  227. 

Baldwin,  Samuel,  150  n. 

Baldw’in,  Ho)i,.  Simeon,  7,  14,  226. 
Bahlwin,  AVilliam,  263. 

Baldwin  family,  145,  227. 

Baldwinville,  Mass.,  origin  of  name 
of,  V. 

Bamberg,  Bavaria,  old  books  from,  266, 
342. 

Bancroft,  Reu.  Aaron,  D.T).,  ix,  6  n.,  12, 
19-25,  31,  36,  42,  43,  45,  56,  143,  146,  172, 
176,  186,  240,  278.  Notice  of,  8  n.  Por¬ 
trait  of,  200. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  Aaron  (Chandler),  334. 
Bancroft,  Hon.  George,  LL.D.,  x,  8  n. 
Bancroft,  Miss  Lucretia  (Mrs.  Farnum), 
9,  15,  22,  53,  54.  Private  school  of,  16, 
261  71. 

Bancroft,  Miss  Sarah,  9,  22,  33,  172,  262. 
Bancroft,  Timothy  AY.,  71,  134. 

Bangs,  Edward,  106. 

Bangs,  Ho71.  Edward  D.,  146,  299,  303. 
Banister,  Samuel,  innholder,  .34,  45,  236. 
Barber,  J)r.  Jonathan,  284,  290. 

Barker,  Christopher,  230. 

Barker,  Capt.  George,  281. 

Barker,  John,  281. 

Barker,  Bobert,  117. 

Barker,  AA^illiam  (Capt.  John),  281. 
Barlow,  Rev.  David  H.,  108. 

Barnard,  Hon.  Hezekiah,  244.* 

Barnes,  Rev.  David,  D.T).,  210. 

Barney,  Com  .  Joshua,  361. 

Barre,  Mass.,  statistics  of,  88. 

Barry,  John  A.,  249,  253. 

Bartlett,  Dr.  Elisha,  13,  51,  73,  192. 

Barton,  Edmund  AI.,  144  n. 

Bascom,  Rev.  Ezekiel  L.,  67,  73. 

Bass,  Dr.  Seth,  152,  163  n.,  264. 

Batcheller,  Samuel,  31. 

Bates,  Hon.  Isaac  C.,  24. 

Baylies,  Ho7i.  Francis,  329. 

Beecher,  Rev.  Lyman,  29. 

Belcher,  Gov.  Jonathan,  99. 

Belden,  Dr.  L.  AY.,  xiii  n. 

Belknap,  Andrew  E.,  260,  303. 

Belknap,  Rev.  Jeremy,  D.D.,  260,  303, 
342  n. 

Benedict,  Dr.  AYilliam  M.,  121,  122. 
Bennett,  Asahel  H.,  314. 

Bentley,  Rev.  AYilliam,  D.D.,  308,  318. 
Bernard,  Gov.  Nir  Francis,  292. 

Beverly,  Mass.,  First  Parish,  47  ?i. 

Bible,  X,  214,  224,  232,  312,  336,  339,  340. 
New  version  of  N.  T.,  etc.,  203. 
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liigelow,  Hon.  Abijah,  45,  58,  183. 
Bigelow,  llev.  Asahel,  28. 

Bigelow,  Miss  Ellen,  51,  66,  212,  313. 
Bigelow,  Joshua,  155. 

Bigelow,  Hon.  Lewis,  61,  63,  212,  313. 
Bigelow,  Lewis,  7.  ' 

Bigelow,  Sarah,  9. 

Bigelow,  JL'.s's  Susan  (Mrs.  (Treen),  183. 
Bigelow,  Hon.  Timothy,  156. 

Billings,  Samuel,  72. 

Black,  Archibald,  63,  73,  76. 

Black,  Miss  Mary  (Mrs.  Barry),  250. 
Black,  Jiev.  IVilliam,  250. 

Blackstone  Canal,  16,  22,  33. 

B/rickirood's  Magazine,  213. 

Blake,  Miss  Dorothea  IV.  (Mrs.  Blood), 
258. 

Blake,  Elihu,  187. 

Blake,  ilL-s.  Eliza,  nndow  of  Hon.  Fran¬ 
cis,  8,  174.  Location  of  her  house,  138 

n. 

Blake,  Mi.ss  Elizabeth  C.  (Mrs.  D.  T. 
Rice),  8,  18. 

Blake,  Hon.  Francis,  vii,  8,  18,  138,  268. 
Bliss,  Jesse,  291. 

Blood,  Dr.  Oliver  H.,  6,  9,  14,  15,  187,  302. 

Notice  of,  195,  257. 

Blood,  Hon.  Thomas  H.,  258. 

Bolles,  Charles,  307  n. 

Bond,  Jonas,  99. 

Bond,  Moses,  193. 

Bond,  Thomas,  13. 

Bonney,  Z.  &  D.,  innholders,  302. 

Booth,  Junius  Brutus,  122. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  fashions,  87. 

Boston,  J/ass.,  old  theatre,  7.  Notice  of, 
ih.  n.  Tremont  theatre,  7,  37,  122,  146 
n.,  151,  221.  Notice  of,  7  n.  St.  Raul’s 
Church,  124.  Burying  grounds,  304, 
319.  Salutation  Street,  319  n.  Old 
South  Church,  348. 

Boston  Athenteum,  xi,  152,  352.  Dona¬ 
tions  from,  259,  344. 

Boston  Cadets,  143. 

Boston  Courier,  91,  266  7i.,  327. 

Boston  Dally  Advocate,  200,  304. 

Boston  Evening  Post,  98,  163  n. 

Boston  Lyceum  for  Young  Ladies,  176  n. 
Boston  Mirror,  48. 

Boston  Recorder,  189,  304. 

Boswell,  James,  his  “  Life  of  Johnson,” 
276. 

Bottom,  Frederick  AY.,  291. 

Boudinot,  Elias,  Cherokee  Indian,  171, 
ib.  n. 

Bowdoin,  James,  146, 170,  196,  241.  Notice 
of,  196  n. 

Bowdoin  College,  312. 


Boyden,  Dwight,  innholder,  153,  260. 
Boyden,  John,  260. 

Boyden,  Mrs.  John  (Fry),  260. 

Boyden,  Samuel,  23. 

Boyden,  Simeon,  260. 

Boylston,  John  L.,  358. 

Boylston,  Zabdiel,  99. 

Boynton,  John,  21. 

Bradford,  Gov.  William,  his  Ms.  ”  His¬ 
tory  of  Plymouth,”  349. 

Brainard  (Brainerd),  Rev.  David,  212, 
295. 

Braman,  Dr.  Amasa,  122. 

Brazer,  Mrs.  James  (Mrs.  AATn.  Kinni- 
cutt),  59. 

I  Brazer,  Rev.  .John,  29. 

Brazer,  Samuel,  333. 

I  Brazer,  Mrs.  [Samuel],  35. 

I  Brigham,  Dr.  Amariah,  217. 

Brigham,  David  T.,  278,  315. 

I  Brigham,  Dexter,  innholder,  187. 

I  Brigham,  Ebenezer,  278. 

British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  340. 
j  Brookfield,  J/ass.,  Unitarian  Church,  8 
I  n. 

Brooks,  Aaron,  203. 

Brooks,  Silas,  17. 

Brown,  Albert  (W.  &  A.  Brown),  54,  56, 
140,  144. 

Brown,  Dr.  Buckminster,  208  u. 

Brown,  David  Paul,  his  “  Sertorius,”  122 
n. 

Brown,  Jenks,  149. 

Brown,  AYilliam  (W.  &  A.  Brown),  64, 
66,  140,  144. 

Brown,  AYilliam,  46. 
j  Brown,  AYilliam  H.,  325  //.. 

Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  jSIessrs.,  122. 
Br.uce,  Abigail  (Mrs.  Hunter),  205. 

Bruce,  Eli,  205. 

Bruce,  Josiah,  205. 

Bruce,  Levi,  79. 

Bryant,  George  AY.,  75,  169. 

Bryant  family,  117. 

Buckingham,  Hon.  Joseph  T.,  36,  91. 

Notice  of,  327. 

Bullard,  Dr.  Artemas,  80. 

Bullard,  Jonathan,  155. 

Burbank,  Gardner,  17. 

Burbank  School,  5. 

Burke,  Master,  161,  162  n.,  1.54. 

Burleigh,  John,  98. 

Burnett,  Luther,  21. 

Burnside,  Samuel  M.,  viii,  xviii,  11, 
108,  146,  352. 

Burr,  Rev.  Isaac,  334. 

Burrage,  Lowell,  46. 

Burt,  Simeon,  31,  144,  310. 
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Burt,  J/r.s.  Simeon  (Roliinson),  a79,  310. 
Burton,  Hev.  Warren,  262. 

Bush,  John,  334. 

Butler,  Df.  John  S.,  20,  25,  28,  .50,  302. 
Butman,  Benjamin,  11,  23,  187,  200. 

C. 

Cabot,  Hod.  George,  266,  261. 

Cady  &  Doolittle,  iun./io/rfers,  145. 
Cahlwell,  Jame.s,  360. 

Calhoun,  Hon,.  William  B.,  ,57. 

Cameron,  John,  .361. 

Capen,  Nahum  (Marsh,  Capen  &  Lyon, 
Messrs.),  349. 

Card-playing,  9,  13,  16,  90. 

Carter,  Elias,  12. 

Carter,  James  G.,  31,  252. 

Carter,  Thomas,  336. 

Carter,  Andrews  &  Co.,  J/essrs.,  252. 
Cartwright  (Charles  W.)  &  Son,  Messrs., 
.317. 

Cartwright,  John  W.  (C.  W.  Cartwright 
&  Son  ),  317. 

Catholic  Press,  289. 

Cawood,  John,  printer,  his  edition  of  the 
Bible,  336. 

Centinel,  235,  304. 

Central  Hotel,  45  n. 

Chamberlain,  Jacob,  126. 

Chamberlain,  John  C.,  120. 

Chamberlain,  Hon.  Levi,  120,  126. 
Chamberlain,  Thomas,  120.  Notice  of, 
ih.  n. 

Chandler,  JHss  Catherine  (Mrs.  Parsons), 
253. 

Chandler,  Dr.  George,  302,  340. 

Chandler,  Hon.  John,  334. 

Chandler,  Nathaniel,  262,  263. 

Chandler,  Samuel,  116,  117.  Notice  of, 
116  11. 

Chandler,  Samuel  W.,  263. 

Channing,  lie.v.  William  E.,  D.  I).,  262. 
Charles  II.,  of  Eiu/laDd,  296. 
Charlestown,  W.  If.,  eidtaphs  from,  294  n. 
Chase,  Anthony  (Earle  &  Chase, 
Afessrs.),  22,  192,  302. 

Chase,  Aqulla,  descendants  of,  156  et  soq. 
Chase,  Baruch,  family  of,  293. 

Chase,  Caleb,  149. 

Chase,  Hod,.  Dudley,  107. 

Chase,  Harvey,  107,  126. 

Chase,  Hod,.  Ithamur,  294. 

Chase,  Jonathan,  108. 

Chase,  Moses,  107. 

Chase,  Nehemiah,  93,  149. 

Chase,  j’hilander,  sKcce.ss/ue?;/  Bishop  of 
Ohio  find  of  lUinois,  294. 


Chase,  ffon.  Salmon  P.,  294 
Chase,  Hod.  Samuel,  107. 

Chase  family,  107,  156,  29.3. 

Cheese,  87. 

Cheney,  Lucy  (Mrs.  Grosvenor),  157. 
Cheney,  Thomas,  156. 

Cherokee  Indians,  171. 

Clferokee  Phrmix,  171. 

Chickering,  Rev.  Jesse,  72-74. 

Child,  Asa,  181,  298. 

I'hild,  Afrs.  Asa  (Goddard),  181. 

ITiild,  John,  156. 

Child,  Linus,  21,  180,  298. 

(’hllicothr  (laze.fte,  189. 

Chipman,  .Tnd/je,  290. 

Chittenden,  Gov.  Thomas,  268. 

Choate,  Dr.  Charles,  124,  152. 

Cholera,  186,  192-194,  199. 

Christian  HrAuniD-er,  214. 

Churchill,  John,  viii. 

Clapp,  Daniel,  155. 

Claremont,  N.  H.,  epitaphs  from,  294 
n. 

Clark,  Edward,  121,  130. 

Clark,  John,  155. 

(Tark,  Myrion,  family  of,  267. 

Clark,  William  C.,  285. 

Clarke,  Afiss  Frances  M.  (Mrs.  Hill),  73, 
86,  283. 

Clarke,  Rev.  John,  D.D.,  320. 

Clarke,  Rev.  Josiah,  167. 

Clarke,  Matthew  St.  C.,  237  ,  238. 

Clarke,  Rev.  Samuel,  73,  283. 

Clay,  Hon.  Henry,  LL.D.,  182,  242. 

Clay,  J/rs.  Henry,  244. 

Coal  mine,  18.  Notice  of,  ib.  n. 

Coffin,  Joshua,  7,  49,  50,  153,  200. 

Cogswell,  Rev.  M'illiam,  170. 

Cole,  Sumner,  86. 

Coleman  (Colman),  Rev.  Henry,  166. 
Notice  of,  210,  il>.  u. 

Colonization  Society,  see  American  Col¬ 
onization,  etc. 

Coney  (Cony),  Gen.  Samuel,  36. 

Congdon,  Samuel,  248. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  336  n. 
Cook,  Rev.  Parsons,  66. 

Cook,  Zebedee,  -fr.,  194. 

Coolidge,  Nathan,  106. 

Cooper,  Thomas  A.,  actor,  37. 

(’oj)ley,  .John  S.,  tirtist,  207. 

Corbett,  Otis,  50. 

Cornish,  H.  H.,  epitaphs  from,  294  n. 
Court,  augmentorial,  17. 

Cowdin,  Augustus,  32. 

Crane,  Col.  Ichabod  B.,  70. 

Crocker,  Samuel  L.,  60. 

Ch'ockett,  Hod,.  David,  anecdote  of,  239. 


Cummings,  Judge  David,  10,  11,  13,  25,  44, 
45,  66,  84,  96.  Notice  of,  10  n. 
Cunningham,  Joseph  L.,  266  n. 

Curtis,  J/iss  Rebecca,  9,  55,  249,  252. 
Cushing,  Col.  Edmund,  335. 

Cutler,  Re.v.  Manasseh,  LL.D.,  xi.^ 
Cutler,  Temple,  xi. 

Cutting,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  50. 

D. 

Daman  family,  112. 

Dana,  Her.  Josiah,  166. 

Dana  family,  117. 

Danforth,  N.  &  P.,  ile.'isrs.,  130. 

Daniels,  Joseph,  130. 

Davenport,  Rer.  James,  100. 

Davenport,  Rev.  John,  2.30. 

Davis.  Andrew  J.,  325. 

Davis,  Hon.  Daniel,  18,  174. 

Davis,  Eliakim,  notice  of,  94  et  seq. 
Davis,  George  T.,  xi,  209. 

Davis,  Hon.  Isaac,  5,  16,  24,  39,  40,59,  130, 
271.  Donation  from,  ix  n. 

Davis,  Jesse,  94. 

Davis,  Gov.  John,  5-8,  10,  15,  18,  20-24,  30- 
33,  38^,  03,  07,  124,  125,  141-146,  184,  186, 
193,235  ,  242,  244,  240,  264  ,  205  ,  300,  321, 
344,  352. 

D.avis,  Hon.  John,  LL.D.,  his  edition  of 
the  “  New  England  Memorial,”  209. 
Davis,  ^[rs.  John,  23,  28,  33,  43. 

Davis,  John  B.,  5. 

Davis,  Joseph,  50,  62,  70. 

Davis,  Phineas,  325. 

Davis,  Samuel,  209. 

Davis,  W'endell,  209. 

Davis,  Wendell  B.,  209. 

Day,  David,  54,  94,  130. 

Day,  Hon.  Thomas,  231,  234. 

Day,  Willard,  15. 

Day  family,  119. 

Dean,  Aaron,  240. 

Dean,  J/iss  Catherine  (Mrs.  Flint),  246. 
Dean,  Miss  Rebecca  S.  (Mrs.  S.  .Salis¬ 
bury),  246. 
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Flagg,  Dr.,  24. 

Flagg,  Abel,  30. 

Flagg,  Samuel,  334. 

Fletcher,  Joel,  108. 

Fletcher,  Richard,  5,  108. 

Flint,  Dr.  Austin,  176,  240,  292. 

Flint,  Dr.  Edward,  276. 

Flint,  Mrs.  Edward  (Emerson),  276. 
Flint,  Dr.  Josiah,  292. 

Flint,  Waldo,  176,  246,  251,  275. 

Pdint,  Mrs.  Waldo  (Dean),  275. 
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Didepemlent  Chronicle,  189. 
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Little,  Isaac,  99. 

Little  &  Brown,  Messrs.,  307  n. 
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Manufactory  Bills,  98,  99. 

Manufactures,  failures,  7.  Losses  by 
fire,  8. 

Marble  familj-,  107. 

March,  Andrew,  332. 

Marsh  family,  113. 

Marshall,  Hon.  .lohn,  LL.D.,  97,  170,  357. 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  184.  Imlian  tradi¬ 
tion  of,  185. 

Martin,  Hon.  Francis  X.,  241. 

Mason,  Jeremiah,  197. 

Mason,  May.  John,  his  “  History  of  the 
Pequot  war,”  324  n. 

Mason,  Dr.  .John,  family  of,  192. 

Mason,  Jonathan,  artist,  198.  Family 
of,  197. 

“  Massachusettensis,”  290,  329. 
Massachnsetts,  Provincial  Congress  of, 
155.  Members  of,  from  Worcester  Co., 
ih.  et  seq. 

Massachusetts  Historical  .Society,  148  n., 
185  n..,  190,  311 /i.,  321  n.  Rare  Ms.  in, 
342.  Donations  from,  344. 
Massachusetts  Register,  xix. 
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Mas^arJi/iiscftfi  Spy,  .34,  132  188,  192. 

Mdssachtisettn  Veoiiiaii,  34,  279. 
Massasoit,  Womyxiiioag  an, oliem,  145. 
Mather,  Rev.  Cotton,  .320,  .324. 

Cited,  248.  Diaries  of,  321  n, 

Mather,  Rev.  Increase,  I).]).,  320. 

Mather,  Rev.  Samuel,  J).I>.,  320. 

Matlier  house,  Boston,,  treasures  in,  147. 
Mattoon,  Gen.  Ebenezer,  303,  304,  30C. 
Maynard,  Avary,  15. 

Maynard,  Harvey,  86. 

Maynard,  Rev.  Lyman,  84. 

Medford,  Mass.,  Female  Academy  of,  274. 
Mendal,  Paul,  15G. 

MercurUis  Potitlcus,  229. 

Merrick,  Rev.  John  M.,  G7,  72,  73. 
Merrick,  Miss  Nancy,  22. 

Merrick,  Pliny,  22,  24,  38-41,  48,  66,  14,3, 
14C,  170,  335.  Renounces  masonry,  44. 
Merrick,  Thornton  A.,  48,  138,  140. 

Merrill,  Hon.  James  C.,  14C,  303,  342,  3.52. 
Merrimack  Manufacturing  Co.,  factory 
of,  destroyed  by  fire,  C  n. 

Metalluc,  Indian,,  272. 

Metcalf,  John,  99. 

Metcalf’s  tavern,  Charlestown,  N.  H., 
126. 

Millbury,  Mass.,  armory  at,  20.  Ej)!- 

taphs  from,  294  n. 

Millbury  Bank,  102,  125. 

Miller,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Hall),  158. 

Miller,  Henry  W.,  22 
Miller,  Rev.  John,  168. 

Miller,  Rev.  Rodney  A.,  143. 

Mills,  Mrs.  Abigail  {Mrs.  Emmons),  142. 
Mills,  Rev.  Edmund,  142,  149. 

Mills,  Edmund  J.,  9C,  149. 

Mills,  Hon.  Elijah  H.,  292. 

Mills,  Richard,  43. 

Mills,  Rev.  Samuel  J.,  elder,  142. 

Mills,  Rev.  Samuel  J.,  141. 

Millstone  Hill,  184. 

Mirick,  Charles,  illness  of,  28-31. 

Mitchell  (Mitchill),  Dr.  Samuel  L.,  anec¬ 
dote  relating  to,  219. 

Moen,  Philip  L.,  residence  of,  32  n. 
Monroe,  Dr.  Alexander  Lell.,  141,  142. 
Monroe,  Dr.  Stephen,  142, 161. 

Monroe,  Timothy,  151. 

Moore,  Hugh,  276. 

Moore,  Rev.  Zephaniah  S.,  D.D.,  142. 
Morgan,  Copt.  William,  205. 

Morgan  family,  231. 

Morrill,  Samuel  (Griffin  &  Morrill, 
J/cs.srs.),  29,  60. 

Morris,  Gouverneur,  ix,  123. 

Morris,  Gen.  Lewis  R.,  123. 

Morris,  Lieut.  Richard  H.,  123. 


Morse  family,  107,  128. 

Morton,  Hon.  Perez,  174. 

Morton,  Thomas,  his  “  New  English  Ca¬ 
naan,”  ix. 

Mourning  customs,  change  of,  48  et  seq. 
Mower,  Henry,  IIG. 

Munson,  Israel,  231,  260. 

Music,  11,  51,  92,  143,  192,  237,  275. 

N. 

Napoleon  L,  Envperor,  2GC,  308. 

Nash,  Rev.  William,  notice  of,  19. 
National  HSgls,  vii,  14,  28,  30,  215,  279, 
299. 

National  Calendar ,  238. 

National  Journal,  238. 

Neal,  Daniel,  his  “  History  of  New  Eng¬ 
land,”  324  n. 

Neal,  John,  notice  of,  213,  lb.  7i. 

Nelson,  Rev.  John,  37.  Notice  of,  ib.  n. 
New  England,  steamboat,  217. 

New  England.  Palladium,  327. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  xvi, 
172. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  visit  to,  1833,  226. 

Trumbull  Gallery,  230. 

New  York  (City),  Park  Theatre,  78,  221, 
225. 

New  York  (City),  Phmnix  bank,  223. 

New  York  (City),  Trinity  Church,  218  n. 
New  York  Historical  Society,  12,  188  n., 
223. 

New  York  Magazine,  223  n. 

New  York  Society  Library,  222  n. 
Newbui-yport,  society  formed  to-  abol¬ 
ish  wearing  mourning,  49. 

Newcomb,  Caleb,  21. 

Newcomb,  Copt.  Francis,  226. 

Newcomb,  Henry  K.,  16,  17,  22,  23,  29,  38, 
42,  51,  62,  138,  201,  206,  209,  216. 
Newcomb,  Horatio  G.,  206,  209. 

Newcomb,  Joseph  AY.,  22,  208  n.,  210. 
Newcomb,  Mrs.  Joseph  AY.,  201,  212. 
Newcomb,  Hon.  Richard  E.,  201,  206, 
208  n.,  210,  236. 

Newcomb  family,  205. 

Newton,  Daniel,  35. 

Newton,  Henry,  26,  46. 

Newton,  Hon.  Rejoice,  21,  35,  197,  200, 
256,  321,  362. 

Newton,  Mrs.  Rejoice,  33,  173. 

Newton,  Rev.  Roger,  206. 

Newton  family,  208. 

Norris,  Miss  Eliza  (Mrs.  Papanti),  191. 
North  American  Review,  ix. 

Norwich,  Ohio,  xvii. 

“  Novanglus,”  290, 
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Noyes,  Rev.  George  R.,  37,  73, 176.  Notice 
of,  8  n. 

Noyes,  Thomas,  191. 

Nye,  Ebenezer,  notice  of,  103  n. 

Nye  family,  163  7i.,  105. 

O. 

Odd  Fellows  Fraternity,  meetings  of,  in 
reference  to  its  library,  38-41. 

Ohio  Company,  xi. 

Ohio  Valley,  mounds  of,  ix,  xvi. 
Olmstead,  Prof.  Dennison,  220  n. 

Osgood,  Rev.  Jonathan,  120. 

Osgood,  Dr.  Jonathan  TV.  U.,  13,  120. 
Osgood,  Rev.  Peter,  60. 

Otis,  Hon.  Harrison  G.,  LL.D.,  30. 

P. 

Packard,  Rev.  Asa,  252. 

Paine,  Charles,  6,  9,  22,  24. 

Paine,  Hon.  Elijah,  126. 

Paine,  Frederick  W.,  302,  335,  340,  362. 
Library  of,  279.  Pamphlet  collector, 
344  n. 

Paine,  Mrs.  Frederick  W.,  279. 

Paine,  Gardiner,  8,  17,  32. 

Paine,  Rev.  George  S.,  279. 

Paine,  Henry,  38. 

Paine,  Hon.  Nathaniel,  29,  35,  48,  54,  73, 
97,  141.  Omits  mourning  customs,  49. 
Location  of  his  residence,  80  n. 

Paine,  Mrs.  Nathaniel,  death  of,  48. 
Paine,  Robert  Treat,  LL.D.,  248. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  248. 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  Jr.,  248. 

Paine,  Rev.  Thomas  (Samuel),  248. 
Papanti,  Lorenzo,  notice  of,  191,  ib.  n. 
Park,  Dr.  John,  xviii,  173.  Notice  of, 
176  n. 

Park,  Mrs.  John,  173. 

Parker,  Hon.  Isaac,  LL.D.,  17,  .35,  60,  61, 
71.  Notice  of,  175  n. 

Parker,  Miss  Martha,  249. 

Parker,  Timothy,  156. 

Parkman,  Rev.  Francis,  D.D.,  146. 
Parsons,  Theophilus,  253. 

Patch,  Lucy,  9. 

Patridge,  Dr.  Warren,  120. 

Patterson,  Rev.  Joseph,  361,  362. 
Patterson,  Robert,  362. 

Payne,  John  H.,  xii,  311. 

Peabody,  Oliver  W.  H.,  336. 

Peale’s  Museum  of  Art  and  Natural 
History,  332  n. 

Peckham,  Robert,  artist,  family  of,  283. 
Peirce,  Dr.  Leonard  (Ebenezer),  82,  91. 
Pendleton,  William  S.,  331, 


Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  xvi, 
241. 

Percival,  Dr.  James  G.,  library  of,  227. 
Perkins,  Oliver  L.,  303  n. 

Perry,  Emory,  17,  143.  Notice  of,  51  n. 
ITielps,  Azor,  124. 

Phelps,  Dr.  Azor  R.,  84,  124. 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Deborah  (Monroe),  151. 
Phelps,  Dr.  [Francis  E.],  107,  126,  127. 
Phelps,  Dr.  Moses,  161. 

Phelps,  Simeon,  85. 

Philadelphia,  Chestnut  St.  Theatre,  78. 

Arch  St.  Theatre,  79. 

Phillips,  Moses  D.  (Phillips,  Sampson 
&  Co.,  Messrs.),  252  n. 

Phillips,  Willartl,  5. 

Phillips  Academy,  Exeter,  273. 

Phipps  (Phips),  Gov.  Sir  William, 
320. 

Phrenology,  15,  61,  97,  217,  284,  290,  308, 
349. 

Piei-ce,  Gov.  Benjamin,  notice  of,  20  n. 
Pierce,  Pres.  Franklin,  26  )i. 

Pierce  family,  117  et  seq. 

Pierpont,  Rev.  John,  xi,  184,  214,  263. 
Pigeons,  46,  76,  168. 

Pittsburgh,  Penn.,  visit  to,  359.  Epi¬ 
taphs  from,  360. 

Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Associa¬ 
tion,  211  n. 

PoJyanthos,  328. 

Porter,  Rev.  Eliphalet,  194. 

Porter,  Dr.  Jacob,  25. 

Powers,  Nero,  11. 

Pratt,  William,  62,  65,  143. 

Prentice  (Prentiss),  Her.  Thomas,  286. 
Prentis,  Luke.  96. 

Prentiss,  Charles  G.,  315,  340  n.,  357. 
Prentiss,  Henry,  348. 

Prentiss,  Joseph  G.,  314. 

Prescott,  Edward  G.,  303,  306. 

Prescott,  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Hall),  158. 
Prescott,  Judge  James,  Jr.,  273,  328. 
Prescott,  Jonathan,  168. 

Prince,  Rev.  Thomas,  9,  348. 

Prison  Discipline  Society,  190. 

Purchas,  Samuel,  viil. 

Purgatory,  Sutton,  84. 

Pursh,  Frederick,  88. 

Putnam,  Edward,  86,  86,  155. 

Putnam,  Elisha,  99. 

Putnam,  Gen.  Israel,  117. 

Putnam,  Isi’ael,  82,  95. 

Putnam,  John  (Putnam,  Williams  &  Co., 
j\[e.ssrs. ),  313. 

Putnam,  Mrs.  John,  313. 

Putnam,  LeBaron,  82,  85,  97,  102,  103,  121, 

122. 


Christoplier  Oolumhus  Baldvnn. 


37G 


rutnam,  *v;.s,s'  Mary,  82. 

Futnam,  Geth.  Rufu.s,  xii.  Family  of, 
l(i6. 

Futnam,  Hon.  Samuel,  LL.]).,  17,  121. 
Futnam  family,  107. 

Q. 

Qiiarfeiii/  Medical  Journal,  192. 

Queechy  Manufacturing'  Co.,  102,  103. 
Quincy,  Hon.  JoaiaM, LL.l).,Pren.  of  Har- 
rard  College,  7.  His  inauguration,  23. 
Quincy,  Col.  Josiah,  143. 

Quinsigamond,  Lake,  18  n. 

R. 

Ralfaello  Santi,  tajiestries  of  his  car¬ 
toons,  352. 

Railroads,  316,  355. 

Ram’s-horn  Fond,  33. 

Ranger,  Mi.'fs  Charlotte,  70. 

Read,  Beniamin,  121. 

Record  Commission,  British,  donations 
from,  X,  339,  360. 

Reed,  John  T.,  200,  202. 

Regicides,  227,  290. 

Revival,  religious,  1.33. 

Reynolds,  Dr.  Joseph,  328. 

Reynolds,  Mrs.  Joseph  (Frescott),  328. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  xvi. 
Rice,  Abel,  05. 

Rice,  George  T.,  7,  8,  11,  10,  18,  22,  24,  38, 
42,  48,  00,  82,  138,  187,  336.  Summoned 
before  Augmentorial  Court,  17. 

Rice,  Mrs.  George  T.  (Blake),  187. 

Rice,  Samuel  B.,  17. 

Rice,  Stephen,  150. 

Rice  family,  128. 

Rich,  Obadiah,  x,  292,  339. 

Rich,  Feter,  11. 

Richards,  David,  179. 

Rider,  Jane  C.,  xiii. 

Ripley,  Bee.  Ezra,  D.JK,  his  “  Concord 
Fight,”  238. 

Ripley,  Rev.  George,  214. 

Rives,  llo)i.  William  C.,  30. 

Robbins,  Joseph,  108. 

Robbins,  Rev.  Thomas,  352.  Notice  of, 
330. 

Roberts,  Amasa,  140. 

R<iberts,  Augustus  W.,  140. 

Robinson,  Catherine,  62. 

Robinson,  James,  301. 

Robinson,  Dr.  Jeremiah,  310. 

Robinson,  John  F.,  73. 

Robinson,  J/iss  Mary,  52,  310. 

Robinson,  IVilliam,  75. 

Rogers,  Henry,  299. 

Rogers,  Rev.  John,  martyr,  335. 


Rogers,  Rev.  John,  Jp.sivich,  3.36. 

I  Rogers,  Rev.  John,  Boxford.,  330. 
j  Rogers,  Rev.  John,  Leominster,  3,30. 

;  Rogers,  AVilliam,  299. 

Rose,  Mrs.  H.,  12. 

j  Rose,  J/iss  Josephine  (Mrs.  Chandler), 
j  340. 

;  Royce,  Rodney  C.,  275. 

Russell,  Major  Benjamin,  140,  236,  303, 
352. 

Russell,  J/rs.  Benjamin  (Rice),  2.35. 
Russell,  Rev.  John,  290. 

Russell,  Rev.  Jonathan,  290. 

Russell,  Hon.  Jonathan,  notice  of,  23  n. 
Rirssell,  Mrs.  Jonathan,  23. 

S. 

Sadler,  Abiel,  156. 

St.  John,  portrait  of,  308. 

Salisbury,  J/rs.  Elizabeth  (Tuckerman), 
31. 

Salisbury,  Samuel,  334. 

Salisbury,  Stephen,  the  elder,  117.  Death 
of,  21.  Reputed  -H'ealth  of,  ih. 
Salisbury,  Hon.  Stephen,  LL.D.,  9,  17,  31, 
35,  102  n.,  152,  184,  201,  240,  275,  280,  295, 
302. 

Sargent,  .Tabez,  108. 

Sargent,  Rev.  Samuel,  108. 

Sawyer,  Cooper,  77. 

Sawyer,  .Tames,  20,  30. 

Scott,  Thomas,  88. 

Scott,  Sir  Walter,  88. 

Sedgwick,  Robert,  221. 

Sedgwick,  Hon.  Theodore,  221,  258. 
Sedgwick,  Mrs.  Theodore  (Sergeant), 
259. 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O.,  1.32  n.,  302. 

Selkirk,  ,Mh  Earl  of,  see  Douglas,  T.,  88. 
Sergeant,  Dr.  Erastus,  259. 

Sergeant,  Rev.  John,  259. 

Sergeant,  Rev.  .Tohn,  son  of  the  prece¬ 
ding,  259. 

“  Sertorius,”  122  n. 

Sewall,  Attorney-General  Jonathan,  290, 
330. 

.Sewall,  Samuel,  6. 

Shattuck,  Dr.  Benjamin,  132  n. 

Shattuck,  Benjamin,  notice  of,  132  n. 
Shattuck,  Dr.  George  C.,  132  n. 

Shattuck,  Hon.  Lemuel,  77,  1.53,  290,  301, 
329. 

Shaw,  Henrjy  97. 

Sheffield,  Sullivan,  astrologist,  170  et  seq, 
Sheffielil  family,  178. 

Sherman,  Hon.  Roger,  227. 

Shuttleworth,  Samuel,  106. 
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Sibley,  Miss  Joanna,  85,  90,  139,  154. 
Sibley,  Ho)i.  Jonas,  125,  130,  270. 

Sibley,  Jonas  L.,  vii,  75,  80,  82,  92,  138, 
148,  270. 

Sibley,  Mrs.  Jonas  L.,  93. 

Sibley,  Lyman,  72.  ' 

Sibley,  Miss  Mary  Ann,  93. 

Sibley,  Reuben,  86. 

Sibley,  Miss  Susan,  85,  90,  139,  154. 

Sibley  family,  125,  128,  160  ct  srq. 
Sigourney,  Charles,  232. 

Sigourney,  Mrs.  Lydia  (Huntley),  232, 
Sikes,  J/iss  Elizabeth,  62,  65. 

Sikes,  Henry  M.,  28. 

Silsby  (Silsbee),  //on.  Nathaniel,  321. 

“  Simplicity’s  defence,”  see  Gorton, 
Samuel. 

Slavery,  200. 

Smith,  I>r.  David  S.  C.  H.,  20,  21,  82,  108, 
134.  Notice  of,  88. 

Smith,  Isaac  S.,  190,  251. 

Smith,  Dr.  Jerome  Y.  C.,  172. 

Smith,  Jonas,  67. 

Smith,  Prof.  Nathan  S.,  20,  108. 

Southgate, - ,  359,  362. 

Sparks,  Jared,  LL.D.,  vii,  ix,  xiv,  70, 
194,  307,  358. 

Sprague,  Rev.  William  R.,  D.D.,  297. 

His  collection  of  pamphlets,  22. 
Springer,  James,  299. 

Sprout  (Sproat),  Col.  Eljenezer,  161. 
Spurzheim,  Johann  F.  K.,  146,  199,  284. 
349. 

Stage  coaches,  7,  il>.  n.,  12. 

Steadman  (Stedman),  William,  35. 
Stearns,  Abijah,  1.55. 

Stearns,  Miss  Lucy,  333. 

Stearns,  Miss  Mary,  333. 

Stearns,  T)r.  Thomas,  family  of,  285. 
Stearns,  William,  333. 

Sterne  family,  106. 

Steubenville,  Ohio,  visit  to,  .362. 

Stevens,  Oen.  Ebenezer,  224. 

Stevens,  John  A.,  224. 

Stiles,  Ezra,  LL.D.,  Pres,  of  Yale  Col¬ 
lege,  297,  4.36. 

Stockwell,  Amos  W.,  9.3. 

Stockwell,  Cyrus,  innholder,  236. 
Stockwell,  John,  140. 

Stockwell,  Nathaniel,  the  elder,  140. 
Stockwell,  Nathaniel,  140. 

Stockwell,  Stephen,  126. 

Stockwell  family,  128. 

Stoddard,  Daniel,  101. 

Stone,  Dr.  Alpheus,  203. 

Storrs,  Rev.  John,  66,  70. 

Stoughton,  lAent.-Cov.  William,  216. 
Stratford,  Charles  J.,  311. 


Stratford,  Kent  B.,  311. 

Strong,  .liidge  Solomon,  12,  .32,  43,  44,  55, 
84,  236. 

Strong,  Rev.  Titus,  209. 

Studley,  Zenas,  181. 

Sturgis,  Misses,  279. 

Sturgis,  Nathaniel  R.,  279. 

Sullivan,  Rev.  Thomas  R.,  68. 

Sullivan,  lion.  W^illiam,  LL.D.,  44. 

Sumner,  Bradford,  71. 

Sumner,  lion.  Charles,  LL.D.,  3.3.3,  .34.3. 

Sumner,  Charles  1’.,  .3.33. 

Sumner,  Frederick  A.,  127. 

Sumner,  Dr.  Frederick  A.,  124,  127,  1.52. 

Sumner,  Cen.  William  H.,  143,  244. 

Superior,  sfennihoat,  226. 

Sutton,  Mass.,  contemplated  history  of, 
124.  Revival  of  religion,  133. 

Swan,  Benjamin,  116. 

Swan,  William,  116. 

Swords,  James,  223. 

Swords,  T.  (Swords,  T.  &  ,1 .,  Messrs.), 
223  n. 

T. 

Taverns,  Earl’s  Coffee  House,  Boston,  7 
n.  Worcester  Hotel,  or  United  States 
Hotel,  8,  18,  132,  236,  285.  Wesson’s 
Tavern,  Westhorough ,  9,  51.  Thomas’, 
or  Worcester  Coffee  House,  later  the 
Exchange  Hotel,  11,  31,  35,  276,  281,  286. 
Central  Hotel,  36,  45,  144,236.  3'remont 
House,  Boston,  37,  101,  145,  151,  163,  260, 
304,  317,  341,  351.  Bay  State  House,  45 
n.  American  Temperance  House,  83  n. 
Tourtelott’s  hotel,  Sutton,  89.  Doo¬ 
little’s  City  Tavern,  Bostoti,  121.  Har- 
back’s,  Wilki nsonville,  123.  Metcalf’s 
tavern,  Charlestown,  126.  Cady  & 
Doolittle’s  tavern,  Burlington,  145 
Exchange  Coffee  House,  Boston,  352. 
Location  of,  146  n.  Brigham’s  hotel, 
lYesthorongh,  187.  City  Hotel,  New 
York,  218  >1.  Tontine  House,  New 
Haven,  226.  City  Hotel,  Hartford,  231. 
Whitcomb’s  Tavern,  Millhanj,  252. 

Taylor,  .Tonathan,  1.56. 

Temperance,  182,  212,  313,  346. 

Temple,  Rev.  — ,  47. 

Templeton,  Mass.,  xiv.  Epitaphs  from, 
294  n.  Harris  Lodge,  disposal  of  its 
funds,  337. 

Tenney,  Rev.  Caleb  J.,  D.D.,  241,  242  n. 

Tenney,  Daniel,  83,  92. 

Thacher,  Judge  George,  174. 

Thay'er,  Rev.  Christopher  T.,  47.  Notice 
of,  ih.  n. 

Thayer,  Rev.  Nathaniel,  D.D.,  47,  262. 
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Thomas,  Benjamin  F.,  187,  2C9  n.,  302. 
Thomas,  Miss  Caroline,  60. 

Thomas,  Isaiah,  LL.D.,  xvi,  20,  25,  37, 
60,  235,  306,  309.  Notice  of,  24  n.  Snl)- 
scription  toward  A.  A.  S.  catalogue,  37. 
Illness  of,  44.  Notice  of  his  death,  102 
n.  Read  Declaration  of  Independence 
in  Worcester,  188. 

Thomas,  Robert  B.,  his  “Farmer’s  Al¬ 
manack,”  xix,  47  n. 

Thomas,  Samuel  B.,  innholder,  11. 
Thomas’s  Temperance  Exchange  Coffee 
House,  11,  31,  35. 

Thompson,  Rev.  James,  66-67,  166. 
Thompson,  Rev.  James  W.,  72,  73,  166. 
Thomiison,  Miss  Louisa,  64,  69,  166. 
Thompson,  Dr.  Thomas  H.,  123. 
Thomson,  William,  122. 

Todd,  Dr.  Eli,  231,  233. 

Tontine  House,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  226. 
Torrey,  Dr.  John,  219. 

Tourtelott’s  hotel,  Sutton,  89  n. 

Towne,  Gen.  Salem,  310. 

Towne,  William  M.,  16,  25,  38,  63,  138, 
.301,  310,  311. 

Towne,  Mrs.  William  M.  (Robinson), 
310. 

Townsley,  Calvin,  innholder,  12,  202. 
Treat,  ^fiss  —  (Mrs.  Paine),  248. 

Treat,  Gov.  Robert,  248. 

Tremont  House,  Boston,  37.  Bill  of  fare 
of,  261,  265. 

Trowbridge,  E.  H.,  60. 

Trumbull,  Rev.  Benjamin,  D.D.,  11. 
Trumbull,  Benjamin,  son  of  the  preced¬ 
ing,  11. 

Trumbull,  Miss  Elizabeth,  313. 

Trumbull,  George  A.,  notice  of,  313  n. 
Trumbull,  John,  lines  from  his  “  Mc- 
Fingall  ”  quoted,  330. 

Trumbull,  Gov.  Jonathan,  LL.D.,  234. 
Tucker,  Jonathan,  156. 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Mary,  333. 

Tuckerman,  Edward,  .Jr.,  263. 

Tufts,  Hon.  Aaron,  280,  301,  309. 

Tufts,  Mrs.  Aaron  (Barker),  281. 

Tufts,  Hon.  George  A.,  280,  301. 

Tufts,  Mrs.  George  A.  (Fales),  301. 
Turner,  Avary,  12,  50. 

Turner,  Edward,  162. 

Turner  Joseph  T.,  12,  21. 

Turner,  William  W.,  232. 

Turner  family,  162. 

U. 

Udal  family,  114. 

United  States  Hotel,  18,  132.  Notice  of, 
8  n. 


Upham,  Daniel,  60. 

IJrsuline  Convent,  destruction  of,  342. 

V. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Dr.  Jeremiah,  219. 
Vaux,  Robert,  241. 

Venegas,  Miguel,  his  “  Noticia  de  la 
California,”  324  n. 

Virginia,  pamphlet  on,  sold  for  400£, 
329. 

Vose,  Edward  J.,  25. 

Vose,  Richard,  14,  25. 

W. 

Wadsworth,  Charles,  26,  63,  72,  73,  129, 
131,  167. 

Wadsworth,  David,  63,  129,  167. 

Walcott,  James,  113. 

Waldo,  Cornelius,  3.34. 

W^aldo,  Hon.  Daniel,  29,  334.  Erected 
Calvinist  or  Central  Church,  29  n. 
Wales,  Jacob,  50. 

W^alker,  Asa,  33. 

Walker,  Miss  Elizabeth,  68,  79,  83. 
W'alker,  Rev.  James,  214. 

Walker,  Lovell,  74,  76. 

Walker,  IMiss  Malissa,  68,  69,  76. 

Walker,  Varanus,  33,  130. 

Wallcut,  Rev.  Robert  F.,  311  n.,  317,  356. 

Donations  from,  322. 

Wallcut,  Thomas,  notice  of,  311  n.,  324. 

Donations  from,  315,  317,  324  n. 
Walpole,  Horace,  224. 

Wampus,  John,  Nipmug  Indian,  124. 
Wangaumbaug  pond,  21. 

Ward,  Hon.  Artemas,  156. 

Ward,  Jonathan,  156. 

Ward,  Samuel,  80,  1,39,  253. 

Ward,  J/ass.,  name  changed  to  Auburn, 
139  n. 

"Ware,  JLss  Abigail  (Mrs.  Force),  164. 
Ware,  Jesse,  164. 

Ware,  Samuel,  164. 

Warren,  Emory  F.,  282. 

W’arren,  Gen.  Joseph,  207.  Portrait  of, 
208  n. 

Warren,  Peter,  282. 

Warren  family,  117. 

Washburn,  Emory,  vii,  12,  17,  20,  23,  31, 
32,  34,  38,  46,  61,  102,  121,  143,  279. 
W’ashburn,  Mrs.  Emory  (Giles),  125. 
Washburn,  lchabod,20.  His  house  raised 
without  use  of  ardent  spirits,  23. 
'Washington,  George,  Pres,  o/ United 
States,  64,  194,  276. 

Washington,  canal  boat,  launching  of, 
16  et  seq. 

Wa,shington  College,  Hartford,  Conn., 
232,  311. 
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Washington  Insurance  Company,  223. 
Waters,  Miss,  81. 

Waters,  Asa,  20. 

Waters  family,  98. 

Webster,  Hon.  Daniel,  LL.D.,2Q,  30,97, 
321,  352.  ' 

Webster,  Ebenezer,  26. 

Webster,  Noab,  63,  273. 

Webster,  Rev.  Samuel,  D.D.,  176. 

Weekly  Journal,  16. 

Weekly  Oracle,  299. 

Weiss,  John,  22. 

Weiss,  Rev.  John,  22  n. 

Weld,  Lewis,  290. 

Wellington,  Rev.  Charles,  19,  62,  65,  67,  73, 

212. 

Wellington,  Mrs.  Charles,  death  of,  62. 
Wellington,  J/iss  Kebecca,  68. 

Wellman,  Rev.  James,  107. 

Wellman,  Solomon,  126. 

Wells,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  private  school  of,  139, 
154,  180,  183. 

Wells,  Hon.  Daniel,  210. 

Welsh  Indians,  330. 

AVesson’s  tavern,  Westborough,  9,  51. 
AVhalley,  Col.  Edward,  the  regicide,  296.  - 
AAJieaton,  Hon.  Henry,  241. 

AA^heaton,  Rev.  Nathaniel  S.,  D.D.,  233. 
Wheeler,  Joseph,  155. 

AA^heeler,  Miss  Martha  (Mrs.  AA^oods), 
163. 

AA'heeler,  Otis  C.,  39,  40,  68.  Notice  of, 
154  et  seq. 

AAJieeler,  Thomas,  163. 

AVheeler,  AVilliam  D.,  17. 

AA^heeling,  Da,.,  visit  to,  364. 

AAJiig  Party,  313,  344. 

AVhitcomb,  Asa,  155. 

AYhite,  Abel,  47. 

AA'hlte,  Asa,  47. 

AVhite,  Joseph,  59. 

AYhite,  Samuel,  99. 

AYhite,  AYilliam,  310. 

AYhite  Mountains,  N.  //.,  xv,  26. 

Whiting,  Joseph,  134. 

AYhiting,  Solon,  341. 

AYhitloe,  Dr.,  88. 

AYhitney,  Adonijah,  108. 

AYliitney,  Samuel,  124. 

Wiggin,  Miss  Jane,  249. 

AYigglesworth,  Rev.  Edward,  D.D.,  100. 
AYilde,  Hon.  Samuel  S.,  LL.D.,  173,  328, 
329. 

AA^ilder,  Dr.  Charles  W.,  120. 

AYllkins,  Gen.  John,  362. 

AYilkins,  John  H.,  307  n. 

Willard,  Calvin,  19,  46,  94. 

AYillard,  Joseph,  10,  18,  35,  44,  64,  146, 


147,  241,303,  341.  His  “Topographical 
and  historical  sketches  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,”  153  n. 

AA^illard,  Rev.  Joseph,  D.D.,  Pres,  of 
Harvard  College,  153. 

AAJllet,  Joseph,  68. 

AYilliams,  Ezekiel,  65. 

AA'illiams,  Rev.  John,  DeerfieUl,  211. 
AYilliams,  Hon.  John  M.,  329. 

AAJlliams,  Miss  Lucy  It.,  187,  190. 
AYilliams,  Roger,  193. 

AYilliams  College,  Mass.,  258. 

AYillis,  Nathaniel,  189,  304  n. 

AATllis,  Nathaniel  P.,  189. 

AYilson,  Miss  Frances,  309,  312. 

Wilson,  Hon.  James,  309. 

AATlson,  James,  16,  309  n.,  312. 

AYilson,  Mrs.  James  (AYhite),  310,  312. 
AYilson,  Rev.  Luther,  73. 

AYilson,  Miss  Martha,  66. 

AYilson,  Miss  Sarah,  309,  312. 
AYinchendon,  Mass.,  epitaphs  from, 
294  n. 

Winship,  Jonathan,  148. 

AYinthrop,  John,  Gov.  of  Mass.,  223  n. 
AYinthrop,  John,  .7r.,  Gov.  of  Conn., 
223  n.,  241. 

AYinthrop,  Hon.  Robert  C.,  LL.D.,  196 
n. 

AYinthrop,  Hon.  Thomas  L.,  IjL.D.,  16, 
37,  146,  196,  241,  308,  ,352. 

AA^ood,  Jonas,  166. 

AYood,  Jonathan,  172. 

AYood,  Nathan,  166. 

Woodbridge,  AYilliam,  273. 

AVoodbury,  Andrew,  90. 

AA^oodbury,  Benjamin,  90. 

AA^oodbury,  Benjamin  AY..  149. 

AYoodbury,  John,  90,  98. 

AYoodbury,  Jonathan  AY.,  149, 

AA'oodbury,  Mrs.  Sarah  (Chase),  149. 
AYoodbury,  Simeon,  93,  140,  149. 

AYoods,  Harding  P.,  87,  88. 

AYoods  family,  163. 

AYoodward,  Dr.  Samuel  B.,  xiii,  217,  227, 
232-234,  241,  302. 

AA^orcester,  Joseph  E.,  292. 

AYorcester,  Leonard,  12,  15,  52. 

AYorcester,  Mass.,  schools  of,  6,  10,  16, 
139,  173,  180,  251  n.,  ‘ITi,  346. 

Business  depression  of,  7,  38,  39. 

First  canal-boat  launched  in,  16. 
Postmaster  of,  from  1801-’33,  16  n. 
Y'oted  at  a  town  meeting  to  fence  the 
common,  21.  lb.  reconsidered,  24. 
Trees  set  out  in  burying-ground  by  the 
common,  21,  22. 

Anti-masonic  convention,  43. 
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Oliservaiice  of  forefathers’  iliiy,  44,  86, 
240.  Ih.  of  Washington’s  birthday, 
54,  276. 

Biu-ying-grounds  of,  102  ii. 

Negro  population  of,  200. 

Republioan  State  Convention,  235. 
Social  customs  of,  230,  247,  328. 

First  service  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of,  280. 

Earliest  houses  of,  .333,  334. 

Worcester  Academy,  .340  n. 

Worcester  Agricultural  .Society,  annual 
festival,  30,  236,  .336. 

Worcester  Churches,  Calvinist  or  Cen¬ 
tral  Church,  29  .60. 

Christ  Church,  dedication  of,  280  n. 
First  Baptist  Church,  16  u  .,  48  n..,  300 
Old  South  Church,  51,  53,  1.39,  188. 
Second  Church,  6,  17,  31,  192,  200  n.. 
Steeple  raised,  20.  New  brick  edi¬ 
fice  deilicated,  31. 

Worcester  County  Athenseum,  59,  84. 
Worcester  County  Encampment  of 
Knights  Templar,  23. 

Worcester  County  Historical  Society,  its 
incorjioration,  143  n.  Deposit  in  Am. 
Antiq.  Soc.,  144. 

AVorcester  County  Lyceum,  see  AVorces- 
ter  Lyceum. 

irorcentei-  (Joiuity  Hf‘2')ulilica)i ,  34,38-42, 
270,  309. 

Worcester  County  Unitarian  Associa¬ 
tion,  73, 175. 

AVorcester  Debating  Club,  62,  61. 
Worcester  Hotel,  see  United  States 
Hotel. 


AVorcester  Light  Infantry,  144, 181. 

Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  234. 

AVorcester  Lyceum,  48,  83,  97,  98,  257,  258, 
267,  279.  Notice  of,  38  n..  Donation  of 
Odd  Fellows’  Society  library  to,  40. 

WorcestPr  Maijrtzinp  (mrl  Ilistoriccl 
Journ.nJ,  vii,  xiv,  53,  145. 

]]'orcfs1er  PaUiidhim,  xiv,  279,  301. 

AVorcester  I’hrenological  Society,  302. 

AVorcester  Rifle  Corjis,  144. 

AV’orcester  County,  4/a.s.s'.,  celebration 
100th  anniv.  of  the  incorporation  of, 
143. 

AVorkman,  Dr.  AA'illiam,  124.  Notice  of, 
84  V  . 

AVorthington,  James,  innholder,  132,2,30, 
285. 

AV right,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  221. 

AVright,  .John,  273,  328. 

Wright,  Mrs.  John  (Prescott),  273,  328. 

Wright,  John  S.,  family  of,  323. 

AA^right,  Luther,  346. 

AVright,  Moses,  121. 

Y. 

Yale  College,  lOO,  231. 

A’ ale  College  Lilmary,  229  ii.,  230. 

Young,  Alexander,  327. 

Young,  Her.  Alexander,  73,  140,  166,  326. 

Young,  Mrs.  Alexander  (.James),  72,  166, 
327. 

A'oung  Men’s  Library  Association,  38  n. 

Z. 

Zanesville,  Ohio,  xvii,  364. 

“  Zembtica,”  124. 
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